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C. 


Callarry, a falt work. "E ` 

Canongoes, regifters of the Subah or province appointed by * ae fovereign.. 

Cawn, properly Khan, a lord, a title given to every man of rank. 

Chékies, watch-houfes; alfo places appointed in different parts of the country*ior col 
lecting the public cuftoms and duties upon all branches of foreign -ad inlaw 
trade, paffing through thofe diftri¢ts, not included in duftuck privileges. 

Chokeydér, the oficer “of a guard. | . 

Cheut, a fourth part. Commonly ufed for the tribute of the fourth part‘of the-re 
venucs which the Maharattas have endeavoured to impofe on the Subah g 
Bengal. 

Choutarry, a Bengal corruption of Chout: a 

Chéwdrahs, land-holders, in the next rank to Zeméen-dars. | 

Chiklab, the jurifdiétion of a Fouzdar, who receives the rents from the ZeiveeanA are. 
and accounts for them with the government. ; a 

Chunár-gur, avery ftrong fertrefs belonging to the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, in the 
province of Oud, within about 7 cofs of Benares. | 

| Chunim, lime. | 

Comár lands, having no native tenants, are lands cultivated by contract. 

Cofs lands, are lands under the immediate fuperiptendence of government, for wanr 
of farmers. ew, l l 

Cofs or Cofe, a meafure they commonly compute diftances by in India, and is about 
two geometrical miles, or 4000 yards. 

Coolev, a day-labourer. rs 

Cowries, fhells that pafs for'money in Bengal, 80 cowries are called a pun, and front 
50 to 60 puns are commonly the value of a rupee. 

Cuffore, an allowance upon the exchange of rupees, in contradiftinction to Batta. 

Cuichérry, a court of juftice; alfo the office into which the rents are delivered.. 

Cut«dil, an inferior officer of the police, whofe bufinefs is to try and decide petty 
mufdemieanors. 


D. 


Dádney, money advanced for goods. 

Dindee, a waterman or rower. 

Dawks, ftationéd letter-carriers, at ftages of about 10 miles diftance, for the convege 
inr of letters exprefs. : a 

Delcll or Dallal, a broker.—Sece Pykar. | 

D:uwdn,—for a defcristion of both the original and prefent idea of this office, fee Ap- 
pendix, pag. 136, paragraphs 43 and 14. 

Decedu-conna, the Dewan’s court or office. 

Dewdnny, fee Appendix, pag. 41- 

Cercoltt Purgtinnahs, whole or entire purgunnabs, which depend entirely on a fingle 
Zemeen-dar. is 

Dbee, the ancient limits of any village or parifh; thus Dbee Calcutta means only that 
part which was originally inhabited. r | 

Doza, or Deréza, an overieer or fuperintendent. 

Diifier-conza, the office for keeping the government’s accounts.——In common ufageé, any 
otlice or compting-houtle. 

Dai bár, the court of any great mane 


Duftore 
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A. 


A BD ALLA Shab, king of the Durannies.—. 4bdélla, in Arabic, fignifies the flave 
of God, from Add, a flave, and Alla, the name or attribute of God; and Shab 
implies king. 

Afghans are thole tribes of Mahomn,édans who inhabit the northern parts of India, 
called fometimes Pattans, and'efteemed the beft foldiers in the country. 

„Anna, the fixteenth part of a rupee. 

Affammies, dependents, or any perfons on whom a claim is made. 

Atoch, the name of a river that feparates the province of Lahére from Peifhor, the 
ftream of which is moftly fo very rapid, that there is but one place where an army 
can conveniently pafs it. a | 

luméen, a Supra-vifor, or officer employed by the government to cxamin® and re- 
gulate the ftate of the revenues of any diftrict. 

Aumil, ? An officer of the revenues, inferior to both an'Auméen, and Ze- 

Aumildar, méendar. 

Aurúngs, places where goods are manufactured for fale. 


B, 


Banyán, a Gentoo fervant, employed in the management of commercial affairs. 

Barjáut, an oppreffive cuftom of forcing the natives to buy goods beyond the market 
price. 

Bátta, exchange, alfo diet money, allowed to the troops in the field. 

Bazár, or market, where all articles of life and luxury are dajly fold. 

Bégum, a princefs, a title given to every lady of rank. 

Bégah, a meafure of land ;—fee note at the bottom of page 221 of the Appendix, for 
a particular explanation of this meafurement. 

Béetle-leaf, the name of an aromatic leaf, growing like a vine, which the natives of 
India of all ranks conftantly chew, with the nut called beetle-nut, and other in- 
eredients, between their meals. 

Béetle nut, the nut of a tall flender tree, cat with the beetle-leaf. 

Bercunda/s, a match-lock man. 

Board, in this publication always implies the governor and council at Fort Willian: 
in Bengal. "e 

Buxy, or rather Bak/by, a pay-matter. 


t9 
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in thi; province called Golconda, by which nane whofe province | ufually 
of Hyder 


known in’ Europe. Ayder-abad fignifies the habitatiop ar fidert b 
the Arabic appellative for a /ien, a title often given to meg mk in Haft. 


a 


Ifim, which literally fignifies fafety, ufually means the wue faith, according to Ma- 
hommedans. i : 

Yaehéer, an affignment ef any part of the revenues of the ftate for mifitary fervice. 

“ingles, or rather Junguds, thickets of wood, high. grafs, or reeds. 

Yimma, Valuation. r 

Fúmma- bundy, a rent-roll. 

‘Yemmåut-dar, or Jámadar, a military commander; alfo the head af fuperintendent ot 


the peons in the Sewâury, or train of any great ofan. 


RK. ¢ 
Katbharra, fee Gaut-barry. i - 
Kazzee, or Kâzy, the chief magiftrate appointed to adminifter juftice in all eaufes ter 
the Mahommedans, according to tħeir written law ; he being generally a patos 
of the greateft repute and learning, a copy of any writing attefted by him is 


authentic. 5 
Kélla, a fort, or citadel. 
Kelladar, the governor of a fort. 


Kerria, a parith or village. 
Kbélfa Sheréefa, whatever accounts belong immediately to the emperor are called 


Khalifa ; the word Shereefaeadded to it, implies noble or magnificent. 

Kiffmutt, a divifion ;—Kérria Kiffmut, part of a parifh, being fuch a proportion as is 
included in the Sunnud. 

Kiff, the amdunt of a ftated payment. 

Kifiéundee, an agreement for the {tated payments of a {fum of moncy, to be difcharged 
at different times. 

Krore, a hundred lacks, or ten millions. 


Lack of Rupees, or one hundred thoufand: a rupee is a filver coin, ftruck in the 
Moghul mints, with an infcriptiori of his name and titles, the year of his reign, 
and the place it was coined at. There are various fpecies of rupees annually 
coined in India, differing a little in both weight and quality. The beft are the 
Siccas of the current year, worth about 2s. 6d. fterling. See Sun. 


M. 


Makál, any land, or a public fund, yielding a revenue to the government. 


Mabal Serai, the women’s apartments. 

Matémmed, which fignifies praifed, is prefixed (or underftood to be fo) to almoft every 
Mutlilman’s name. It is a Tetragrammaton, or word of four letters ; namely, 
Mim, Hha, Mim, Dal, which, with the Te/baid over the latter Mim to fhew ‘it 
muft be doubled, properly make five characters. 

Malguzirry, the land-revenuc. 

Maha Reja, fignifics the great prince; Maba being great or mighty in the Sanfkerreet 


or Bramin’s language, and Rajah, prince. 
Manjee, 
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Dufióre, £ cuftomor fee. 
Dúfßuck afZfipori o-germrt; but ufually implies the paffport given by the governor 
of sot Wili. | ar the chiefs of the Englith factories, for the goods of the com- 


-Jany or their fervants, whigh exempts them from the payment of duties.—See 
Chokies. 


F. 


Firméun, litterally fignifies an order, but is ufed for a patent er grant from the empe- 
ror #—and, among the Englifh, always means the charter which the company 


obtained from the king Furrukhieer, by which they hold their privileges. 
Ferd Huckeekút, a manifett or memorial. 
Ferd Sawál, a petition. 


Fowzdar, the chief magiftrate.of a large diftri€t, called a Chuklah.—Sce Chuklab. 


Se 


@aut, a landing-place where cuftoms are ufually collected. 

Gaut-barry, or Kat-barra, a tax levied upon boats at the Gauts, Sr Chokies. 

Ghazi al din Kban,fignifies the illuftrious champion of religion.—This great but wicked 
prince was the vizier who mu. dered the father of the prefent emperor of Hindoo- 
itan, in 1760. 

Gébee, clarified butter. 

Golab, a warehoufe, ufually conftructed with mat or mud walls, and covered with 
thatch, for keeping grain, falt, &c. 

Gomaftab, a black agent or factor.—See Pykars. 

Gunge, a market principally for grain. 

Gunnies, coarfe canvafs, for bags, wrappers, &c. 

Guzerbaun, an officer who collects the cuftoms at the ferries. 


H. 

Haut, a market on ftated days. 

Hazárry, a commander of gun-men, literally a commander of a thoufand. 

Higera, or Hijra, the flight of Mahommed frem Mecca to Medina, from which the 
Mahommedan æra commences, happened on the 16th July, A. D. 622. 

-= Hircarra, a fpy. 

Hindoftan, India is known in the Eaft by the name of Hindoo-ffan, which fignifies 
the country of the Hindoos or fwarthy people ; Hindæ bcing fwarthy or black, 
and Stan a country. ‘The capital whereof is Dehiy, which, fince Shah Jehan re- 
moved the feat of empire thither from Agra, in the year 1647, is ufually known 
inthe Eaft by the name of Shah Jehan-abad, or Shah Jehan’s habitation ; as 
Agra is often called Akbar-abad, or Shah Akbar’s habitation; and is about 44 
meafured Cofs from Dehly. 

Hu/b-ul-bookum, a patent or order, under the feal of the Vizier, with thefe initial words 
fipnifying “€ according to the command.” 

Huck A-wazeerut, the fees of the Vizier. 

Huftabdods, rent-rolls, of either a grand divifion or leffer diftriéts of land. 

fiyder-acud, the capital of Nizam Ally, Soubah of the Deccan ; it was formerly 
called Bhagnagur, and is about 371 miles diftant from Dehly. There is a caftle 


il} 
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\fanjyee, the helmfman of a boat. 3 

Manghan, or Mângon, ‘a tax or impofition levied by the officers of the Chokeys and 
Gauts, as a perquifite for themfelves and Zeméendars. 

Maund, a variable weight. In Bengal from 72 to 8olb. . 

Mobir, a feal; alfo a gold rupee of variable value, worth from 12 to 16 filver 
rupees. in 

Mohéoree, any writer, or under clerk, among the natives in Bengal. 

Mitinghee, a worker of falt. 

Motiza, a parifh or village; but properly fignifies a place. 

Mikkaudum, a fuperiour officer of the revenues in a village, the fame as Chewdry. 

Miinfby, a fecretary for the Perfian language. 

Minjub, a dignity, or title. 

Mutchitah, a written obligation: 

Mifnyady an elevated place of diftinétion in thé Durbar, covered with a cl 
carpet, for the prince to fit on; alfo a throne. 

Mattaféddee, a general name for all officers,employed in taking the accounts of the 
government, or of any perfon of confequence. 


y OF 


N. 


Nabés, (properly Navdéb, being the plural of Naib) a title given to every perfon of 
noble rank. By pre-eminence it is gencrally ufed to fignify the Nazim. 
Naib, a deputy. 
Nanedr, or rather Nascar, an allowance in an affignment upon the revenues, or the 
lands themfelves, given as charity for the relief of the poor. 
Nazim, the firteofficer of a province, in whofe hands the executive power is lodged ; 
by way of diftinétion he is ftyled the Subah-dar, or Nabob. 
Naic, a fubaltern officer of the Sepoys, of the rank of a corporal. 
Neabut, a deputyfhip. 
Nizzer, a prefent to a fuperior. 
Nitzzer-dnna, a ium paid to the government, as an acknowledgment for a grant of 
. lands, or any public office. 
Nizamuét, the office, or poft of a Nazim. 


O. 


Omrah, plural of the Arabic, dméer, which fignitics prince, is a title given to all the 
nobility of the firft rank in the Mogul empire. 


i hae 


Peon, a footmsan, or attendant, armed with fword and target. 

Puretnnah, or Pergána, the largeft divifion of land in a Zemeen-darry. 

Perwannah, a grant, cr letter under a great feal, from any man of power to a de- 
endent. 

Pifhcufh, a tribute paid to the crown, as an acknowledgment for any tenure. 

Poddr, a moncy-changer, or teller, under a Shroff. 

Pulwér, a light boat ufed for dilpatclies. 

Pyke, a watchman employed as a guard at night. 

Péonab, the time for adjufting the eftimate of the revenues to be colleéted the en- 
fuing ycar.—See Appendix, page 136, pwagraph 14. 

'Pottaks, 
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tebs, leafes containing the quantity of land poffeffed by each farmer, and the * 
amount of rent with which it 1s c : l 
Pykárs, (Delléls, and Gomdéftabs) are a chain of agents through whofe hands the ar- 
ticles of merchandize pafs from the loom of the manufacturcr, or the ftore- 
houfe of the cultivator, to the public merchant, or ry gra 
Panjab, or Panjaab, the ancient name of the province pf Lahdre; it fignifies the 
efive waters or rivers, fo many running through that province, and falling into 
the river Scind, known in Europe by the name of Indus. 


R. 


Rijab, a title given to every Gentoo of rank,—in the Indian language fignifying 
' prince :—originally it was apprgpriated only tothe principal Zeméen-dam. 

Rdnanee, princefs. oe 

Rowdna, a pafiport or certificate from the collector of the cuftoms. 

Roy réyan, the principal officer under the eDewan, who has the immediate change of 

the crown lands. 

R fáa, an independent corps of horfe. 

Riffaldar, the commander of fich a corps. 

Rupee, a filver coin worth about 2s. 6d.—See Lack of Rupees. See alfo Sux. 

Rvyot, or Reiat, a tenant or farmer. 

Refident at the Durbar; tor a defcription of the nature and duties of this office, fee 


Appendix, page 137, paragraphs 15 and F6.. 
Ryétty lands, or lands es out, tenanted and cultivated by the natives on the 


{pot. 


S. 

Seer, the fortieth part ofa Maund. | 

Sepéy, a foldier.—This word is generally ufed for the Indian infantry, difciplined after 
the European manner. 

Scrdi, a baiting place for travellers. 

Sewdury, the trath of attendants who accompany any principal perfon on the road. 

Sezawéul, the fame as Tahfildar.—An offitéer employed at a monthly falary to colle& 
the revenues. 

Séab, king, or emperor. : 

Shab Aalum, or Ailum, (the title of the prefent emperor of Hindoftan,) fignifies king 
of the world. 

Stab zeda, the king’s fon, or more properly reyally dorm; becaufe it is a title equally 
applied to both the fons and daughters of kings. 

Sbheréef, noble, macnificent. 

Sbroff, properly Seráf, a banker, or money-changer. 

Sicca, any new co'n; it means ampt or fealed; but is particulari ufed for the ftand- 
ard filver rupee of the Bengal mints. 

Sitddr, the col'ector of the rents of a village. 

Sircér, the ftate or government.—-In common ufage in Bengal, the undemsBanyans 
of European gentlemen are called Sircérs. 

Sirddér, or Surdar, a chief, leader, or commander. 

Subéh, a provinte; improperly ufed for the Subabdar ; and is the fame as Subabsbip, 
Subabdarry, or Nizamut. 

Subabdér, the gowernor of‘ a province, or literally a holder of a Súbab ; the fame as 
Nabôb, or Nazim.»-Rifo the bfack commander of a company of Sepoys. 

Subabdarry, 
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Subabdarry, or Subabj/bip, the office of a Subabdar. 

Sun, the year: thus ree of the rft, 2d, or 3d Sua, are the ftandard filver rupecu, 
of the 1ft, 2d, or 3d year of a prince’s reign; which is marked on the coin. 
See Lack of Rupees. 

Sunnud, a grant. 

Sunét, properly Sunwaut, rupees of old dates, on which a difcount is allowed. 


T. 

Talo k, afinall Zeméen-darry. 

Tal ‘ok-dar, the Zeméen-dar of a fmall diftrict. 

Tabfildar, or Sezawaul, an officer employed for a monthly falary to colfeét the reve- 
nues. 

Tankjall, a mint. 

Tanna,, aimall fort. 

Tanna-dar, a commander of a {mall fors 

T ep, a note of hand. 

Telinga, a Sepoy; fo called from a country Of that name, from whence the firft Se- 
poys were probably enlifted. 

Toffaul, a collection of Callarrys, or falt pans. 

Tomiom, a name vulgarly given to the Indian drums ufed in proclamations, and re- 
joycings. 

Tancaw, an alignment, 


U. 


Uliumgdu, properly Altum-ghau, an allowance paid from the revenues to religious, or 
learned men._ 


V. 
Vakeel, an attorney, or agent. 
Vizarút, the poft, or office of Vizie. 
W 
Wadadar, an officer of the collections. 
xs 
Yeffawaul, a ftate meffenger. 
Z. 


Zeméen, land. 

Zeméen-dar, literally a land-holder, accountable to government for the revenue. 
Zeméen-darry, the office of a Zemeéen-dar, or the lands held by him. 

Zenana, belonging to women, the woman’s apartment, the Seraglio. 


The compilef of this Gloffary has not hefitated to avail himfelf of the gloffaries 
of Mr. Vanfittart, Mr. Bolts, and other writers on India affairs; as they have been 
found, in general, fufficiently explanatory of the articles in queftion. 
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INTRODUQGiION, 





CONTA L (TIN G - 


A Rerutartion of fuch Parts of «“ Conftderations on INDIA 
Affairs” as are not referred to any general Divifion of 
this Work. 


T HE power and dominion acquired within a few years by the 
Englith Eaft India company, the great importance of their pof- 
feffions to the wealth and profperity of Great Britain, the im- 
menfe revenue derived to the ftate from their commerce, have at- length 
awakened the public attention. An univerfal defire feems now to pre- 
vail of obtaining information upon this important fubje@. The mate- 
rials of knowledge, howeyer, are fcarce. Few publications appear which 
are not dictated by private paffion, or interefted views. An envy more- 
over, attending the large fortunes acquired by fome individuals, has given 
an eafy credit to the moft extravagant affertions of malice, or difap- 
pointed ambition. To remove in fome degree an impreffion. fo injurious 
to individuals, fo ruinous to the public intereft, is the object of the fol- 
‘lowingdineex.; and without pretending to greater virtue than 
ters, I fhall add, that neither the time nor occafion will admA 
mifreprefentation, which muft foon be expofed to detection. 


"B The 





A VIEW OF THE ENGLISH 


Ta confufion in which ‘* Confiderations on -India Affairs,” pub- 
lihe by Mr. Bolts, are ftudioufly involved, affords abundant opportuni- 
ties o pervert the truth; and is i~ itfelf therefore but an indifferent ar- 
gument in favour of the author’s candor. At.the fame time this Iz | 
boured diforder ‘effeGtually precludes me, who wifh to inform, from fol- 
lowing that’ writer through all his undigefted mafs of multifarious and 
libellous maifreprefentation. Should I content myfelf with giving order 
and arrangéinent to.th- ‘ttle work, which is now fubmitted to the. puh- 
lic eye, an intelligent reaa-r woul? find therein a fufficient refutation of 
what "ir. Bolts has thought fit o ad-ance. The hiftorical dedu€tion, 
for inftance, in the firft chapter,- n.uft demolifh his réprefentation of po- 
litical tranfa€tions, by preying’ tofe aéts of the fele& committee to have 
flowed from a fenfe of d cy, and knowledge of the public intereft, which 


tirat gentleman has at*<ibuted to malignant: paffions, or to yet meaner 
motives. 


The fame obfervation will apply to every part of his book; and even 
the laft chapter of the prefent work, which has no appearance of being a 
direét anfwer, may yet ferve to prove, that many favourite pofitions, drawn 
from the laws and manners of Great Britain, are mere words, when 
applied to a very different fituation of things in Bengal. But as many 
readers will not give themfelves the trouble to confider. the fubye@ in this 
view, it will be neceflary, before I enter upon the execution of my own 
plan, to examine that chaos of invective, which į is fo written by Mr. Bolts 
-as to admit little order in the comment. 





= To BE E E the plaineft fubje&ts is no very difficult tafk. “ Itis a 
« falle way of reafoning againft religion,” {fays the prefident Montef- 

quieu, “ to colle& along detail of all the evils it has produced.” Hif- 
tory will, undoubtedly, acquaint us with innumerable. mifchiefs, which 

feem to have flowed from this fource. Yet religion, or a knowledge of 
thf? . “ations, which the Creator has eftablifhed, is the fo af atl mo- 

ajo ligation ; and the fear of his difpleafure, the beft fanction of thofe 
laws, which the finger of the Deity has thus prefcribed to man. z pA 

icule 
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dičule of fuch attempts, an effay was compcied fome few years fi; ce by a 
very ingenious writer, who produced a long catalogue of nt. chiefs 
arifing from civil eftablifhments ; and gfected, with great gravity, to 
evince, that the abolition of all gquwrment would be produétive o. f 

vate happinefs. He fo far fucceeded, that a learned bifhop employed 
much time in refuting this formidable antagonift, without once recolleét- 
ing, that the experience of mankind had already decided the queftion, 
by eftablifhing /ome government in every corner of the earth. To come 


nearer home, the wits of this ifland have founa 10 e a field for the 
exercifaof their talents in the pract.: of Weftminfter Hall, that thee 
are ndt wanting perfons, who uj ices d be adminiftered wèh us, 


as itis in Turkey, forgetting that a gpvernment y iw has alone raifed 
Great Britain to preeminence among the k.ngdoms of Europe, and 
made her profperity the admiration and envy af furrounding nations. If 
fubjects the moft interefting to mankind, on -hey have added ex- 
perience to theory, are neverthelefs fo open to miufreprefentation, what 
muft be the condition in this refpect of a nafcent, unfettled ftate, where 
all dominion, after the confufion of fucceffive revolutions, is transferred 
to a few ftrangers, and where the conquerors, living under their own 
laws of freedom amidift a nation of flaves, exhibit a fituation without 
parallel in hiftory ? | 


It muft be evident that fo great a change would extort many aéts 
from the governor and council in Bengal, which were not ftriQly within 
the intention of the legiflature, when powers were granted to the com- 
pany with a view to occafions, very different from thofe which have 
fince arifen. ‘Thus, to ceunteract the eftablifhment of an Oftend com- 
pany, the three nations * poflefled of the Eaft India commerce forbad 
their ref{pective fubjects to engage in a foreign fervice. The exclufive 
trade of our company had before been fecured by penalties to be reco- 
vered in England; but upon this occafion the legiflature anthorized the 
company to f {eize any Britifh fubje& who hall /ui/, go, or re*eir to 


* Great Britain, France, and Holland. 
+ 5 Geo. I. ch. 21. 
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the E. ft Indies contrary tò law. Within four years, two more *_ cts 
pafi.” by which, among oiher provifions, it is enacted, that all {uch 
perf ns who go to the Eaft Indies, fhall be deemed traders, and, confe- 
avs tly fubjeét to the feveral peu.tties inflicted upon perfons under that 
defcription. The company are moreover authorized to feize, and bring 
te England, all unlicenfed perfons who fhall go to or be found in India. 
Thefe provifions, derived plainly from a commercial Jjealoufy, the com- 
pany have-fince made the means of impofing fuch conditions upon the 
free merchant and ~t s in Bengal, as were found from experience to be 
neceflary for the fafety of she cour cry, and protection of its inhabitants. 


When, for inftance, the power of the Englifh nation gave effect to 
ufurpations of the private trader who decided his own claims, opprefling 
the natives, and threaterin, the officers of government, if they pre- 
fumed to interfere, fy geflive governors of different parties agreed in the 
neceflity of confining the free merchant to the company’s t prefidency. 
This regulation, which all approved, and which reiterated orders of the 
directors confirmed, was made a condition of refidence under the com- 
pany’s protection. 


Thus alfo, when frequent complaints were made by Sujah al Dow- 
lah, nabob of Oude, of numberlefs oppreffions committed by Englifh 
agents, who, contrary to treaty f, traded in his dominions, the go- 
vernor and council iflued gexera/ prohibitions; yet Mr. Bolts reprefents 
all thefe regulations, founded on the moft evident neceflity, as expedients to 
opprefs particular individuals; and affuming afterwards his own allertion as 


* > Geo. I. ch. 21. 9 Geo. I. ch. 26. 

Thefe laws were temporary, and have been prolonged from time to time. It is remarkable 
that all offences aguinit thefe are excepted out of the general pardon fo late as 20 Geo. II. 

+ Company’s fervants were, of courfe, confined to thei fevcral ft tions. 

t When pe ce was concluded, it was inten le 1 to have Englifh tact iies in the dominions 
of Oude, but Suj h I Dowlah rey refented, that a pris: te trade in his dominions muft necer- 
nily be productive of di putes with the Englifh, and would probably en I in his dcftruétion as 
it had b foe ruined Meer Coflim. A claufe, ftij ulating a free commeice for the company 
J i in the treaty, but Sujih al Dowlih was given to underftand, ~. ois rigne fhould 
2 y xr fed without pofitive orders from Lnglnd; and that 29 Enghth p rv te traders 
should, n any account, be permitted in his dominions. 

a truth, 
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a tuth, he makes this curious reflection *, “ It is true, that fuch <ftrie- 
= tions have never been laid but upon parti ular perfons whom tì əm- 
« pany deligned to opprefs and cruth. Brit how mifcrable and de:p cable 
« muft that ftate of the government of t4e company’s affairs be, wh:rein 
« the general fyitem of juftice is ftopped or perverted for the fake cr op- 
« prefling an individual.” Without denying the inference, it is impoffible 
to admit the fact. ‘* Iz is true,” that one trader, and only one, who 
had committed many enormities, for which the fevereft nunifhment 


> 


was juftly due; who had been reprimanded by directors; whote con- 
du& had been equally obnoxious te fuccefl: e unconneéted governors: 
who*had threatened the officers of th . country government for atempting 
to difcharge their duty; who had tradéd contrary to public treaties in the 
dominions of Sujah al Dowlah; who by repeated promiles to withdraw this 
trade, had obtained letters from the goveriery <o the {ubah of Oude, re- 
quefting that every affiftance might be given in culecting his effects who, 
difregarding his own voluntary repeated promifes, had perfevered in this 
commerce, and by his intrigues endangered the peace of India: I zs true, 
that fuch a man, after a delay Of nearly two ycars, was feized, and fent to 
Europe. But it will not neceffarily follow from the admuflion of fuch a fa&, 
that “ the gencral fyftem of juflice is ftopped or perverted for the fake of 
oppreffing an individual.” Jf /s true, likewife, that feveral officers who had 
endeavoured to difband the whole army in Bengal, by a general combination 
to refign their commiffions in one day, were deemed dangerous in India ; 
and retufing voluntarily to depart, were therefore {ent by force to Europe. 
Mr. Bolts labours through more than twenty pages to prove this power of 
feizing perions illegal. But even the doubts, which have always attended 
the exercife of this power, prove it not to have been the wanton inftrument 
of oppreflion. The very few inftances to be found regard fuch f perfons 
as could not interfere with any private interefts of the governor and coun- 
cil; and it is utterly incredible, that thefe gentlemen would rifque their 
own fortunes by an aét which muft come before an Englith jury, unlefs 
the duty of thcir flations exacted fuch conduct at *heir nanas. Then in- 
deed they might juflly expect protection from the purie of the c= any. 


Confiderations, p. 7 3. 4 Moftly military men. 


Coulg 
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Coula we even believe thefagentlemen to have been actuated by imp >- 
per . .ives towards men, o1 whom they feldom haye any pertfonal knpw- 
ledge, what can we fay of the directors? Yet Mr. Bolts informs us, in a 
note atthe bottom of page 147. that the * directors in their general 
& jetuers {ince 1764 have been ufed very injudicioufly to authorize their 
“s governor and council at Bengal, at their own diferetion, to with- 
« draw their protection from, or feize and fend to Europe any perfon or 


“ perfons,, who might be guilty of the {malleft contravention of their 
< orders. ~* 


The -cader fhould be informed, “at the year 1764 is the period when 
it was firt known in England, thic the violence of private traders had 
overturned the country gavernment, and involved us in a war with Meer 
Coffim ; that the confequcat orders of the diretors, necetlary to the 
peace of the country and iafety of the natives, had been repeatedly con- 
temned; and that all now confeis the juftice and propriety of the re- 
ftraints then impofed, although men from interefled motives were at that 
time tempted to difobcy. 


It was forefeen by Mr. Bolts, that fuch reafoning would not be conclu- 
five, unlefs interfperfed with flaming paragraphs, round affertions, and 
fome few facts, which, to a carelefs eye, or mind unacquainted with the 
fubjec&t, may wear the face of proofs. He concludes, therefore, his chap- 
ter on “ Trav/portation,” in this manner *. ‘ Itis principally owing to 
« this exorbitant power, the exercife of which has been greatly encouraged 
« by the directors in their letters to Bengal, that we muft attribute the 
« immenfe fortunes which have been of late fg rapidly /gueezed from the 
“ natives in thofe parts, and which will continue to bring thofe provinces 
« nearer and nearer to deftruction, if effectual meafures be not {peedily 
‘¢ taken to prevent /uch violences, to enable the mjured more eafily to ob- 
« tain relief 2¢4 to inflict exemplary pumifhment on fuch oppreffors. If 


« this be not ipce hl- done, neither the company, nor the nation, can 


Confiderations, p. 147. 


ék have 
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¢ have a right knowledge of their own tru. interefts in Indian m .*ters, 
« and pofterity will juftly remark of this veriod of the eighteenth :en- 
« tury, that it was then fuppofed thg of the land for Britons in ’> ga 
** to be imprifoned, banifhed, and tranfported, by the Englith Eaft-{ndia 
‘“ company, unaccufed, and unheard in their defence.” ~ 


Well calculated as this paflage may be to work upon the honeft preju- 
dices of an Englifh reader, it is difficult to conc qe are to attri- 
bute fortunes rapidly /queezed out of the nat, to the paaie of fend 
ing a dangerous European to En hand; or how the prevention ot A} vio- 
fences, or punifhments Qf fuch oppreffars will fave the provinces from that 
approaching ruin which Mr. Bolts denounces. Was Mr. Bolts (whofe 
whole continuance in Bengal was one fcene of complaints, replies, repri- 
mands, and contentions,) tranfported unaccufed or unheard in his defence ? 


The mode of reafoning in conftant ufe with Mr. Bolts, is by declaim- 
ing ftrongly on pofibl/e effects to inflame the mind, to mention a particu- 
far fact, which proves nothing, and then very liberally to deal forth gene- 
ral invectives, leaving the reader to fuppofe praétices thus alluded to 
have frequently prevailed. Who would not, from the following paí- 
fage, be lead to imagine, that the practice of fending to Europe had 
been fo common as to deftroy all private credit? The reader will, per- 
haps, be furprifed to learn, that Mr. Bolts is the fingle inftance of a 
trader being /o tran/ported™ during many years. Yet he gravely tells us, 
in p. 140, ** The effects in India of fudden tranfportation, with re{pect 
« to deftroying of credit and all private fecurity, muft appear evident, and 
s indeed, have been iteverely felt by the generality of Britith fubjeés, 
s {ince thole tyrannies have been practifed in Bengal, for it is well known, 
‘¢ that any young writer in the company’s fervice will now find it more 
« difhcult to borrow five hundred rupees of a black me t than fix 
& wears ago he would have fve thonfand.’’ 


This happened twenty months after he had publicly declared to the govern euncil 
that he had relinquifhed all trade. He himfelf faid, in his examination before che commniittee 
of the houle of commons, that he knew of none befides himfelf, except military men, that had 
been fent to Europe. 


Ths 
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‘'a*.3 laft mentioned fa@, \vhich is fuppofed to b@a conclufive prodf of 
all t iefe dreadful confequences, may be true, but has no application to the 
Gia. Six years ago will nearly >-rry us back to the treaty concluded 
with Nudjum al Dowlah. The reader muft here be informed, that a trade, 
free from duties, had been claimed by the company’s fervants, fupported 
by their forces, and eftablifhed by the laft treaty with Meer Jaffier; and 
that: this article, although condemned by the directors, was afterwards 
tranf{cribed into ++. ` ca.” with his fon Nudjum al Dowlah. The conten- 
tion durir. two years with Meer Coffim, in fupport of this trade,» greatly 
weal_ned the country governmer*, which his fubfequent overthrow quite 
annihilated. At this time, many. * lack merchant.’ found it expedient to 
‘purchafe the name of “‘ any young writer in the company's fervice,”” by loans 
of money, and under this fan@tion, harraffed and oppreffed, or (as Mr. 
Bolts elegantly exprefles it) ** /gueezed the natives.” So plentiful a fupply 
was derived from this fource, that before lord Clive’s arrival, many “< young 
«c writers? were enabled to {pend 15001. and 20001. per annum, were 
cloathed in fine linen, and fared fumptuoufly every day. TAzs vredit cer- 
tainly declined, when the orders of the directors were enforced by the 
fele& committee. Had thefe gentlemen thought fit to fupport Juch a cre- 
dit, they would, to ufe the expreflion of lord Clive in his letter to the 
dire@tors, have found “ the fetthement in general their friends, and only 
the natives of the country their enemies.”’ 


Having mentioned the treaty with Nudjum al Dowlah, it is worth re- 
marking, that Mr. Bolts does not hefitate to mifquote paflages from 
public letters, whenever, by fo doing, he can aid his other arts of mifre= 
prefentation. Where every, the minuteft, tranfaction is committed to 
‘paper, and canvafled in a correfpondence between the directors in England, 
and the company’s fervants in Bengal, it is obvious what advantage may be 
hence deri ed, 1x ~ man can ftoop to the meannefs of wilful mifquotation. 
To flow our aucacor through every inftance of this fpecies of deceit, 
would no: only require a careful perufal of all the public currefpondence, 
but would, in itfelf, be ufelefs, fince one inftance will fuffice to deftroy the 


¢redit-of Mr. Bolts. The directors, enraged with the abovementicned con- 
| tempt 
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tempt of their orders, dire@ the council in their letter of February 1760, 
to *ranfinit a renunciation of that part of the treaty in form to the fiabob. 
A change of circumftances had been made by their’ fervants the plea, for 
an interefted difobedience. ‘They therefore'add, “ whatever gover 

“ may be eftablifhed, or whatever unforefeen occurrences may arite, it is 
“ our refolution to prohibit, and we do abfolutely forbid, this trade-in 
« falt, beetle-nut, and tobacco, *’’ meaning the inland trade carried on 
by individuals under a forced conftruction of the firmaun, recognized 
by thefe treaties. Yet Mr. Bolts, fully poffefle@ of the truth, applies this 
prohibition to the fociety eftablifhed T in confgxyuence of pðftixe injuntiaqns 
from the proprietors “to regulate the inland trade,’ which regulations 
were not’ then’ ‘knowp in England, and confequently could not be con- 
demned. It is impoflible to regard the mifreprefentation of this fub- 
je& by Mr. Bolts as derived from error on his part, becaufe the letter 
by him mentioned recites the article of the treaty afterwards referred to; 
becaufe it fpeaks of the trade of individuals thereby ftipulated, feverely 
condemning the conduct of governor Spencer and his council in this bu- 
finefs; and laftly, becaufe Mr. Bolts in his book, page 180, ufes the 
very phrafe of the letter, “* tran/mit fuch renunciation in form to the nabob 
«© in the Perfian language,” dropping in the .midft of the fentence thefe 


words “ of this part of the treaty.” 


In the fame page with his acute obfervations on private credit, conti- 
nuing the inve@tive againft /udden tranfportation, Mr. Bolts exhibits a 
very alarming picture of poffb/e abufes. He fuppofes the ‘abfent and in- 
nocent to be equally involved, the widow and orphan to fall in one un- 
diftinguifhed ruin with thefe miferable exiles. Having warmed his ima- 
gination, he proceeds to*defcribe the governor asa rich tyrant, but with- 
out fubje&s. The governor has banifhed all the former inhabitants of 
the fettlement, leaving to himfelf nothing but the houfes. Conceiving 
that a man fent away fuddenly, muft fell all his effects cheap, Mr. Bolts, 
being a good merchant, makes tranfportation the means erfrployed by a 
perchafer. ‘ In any or all of thefe cafes the governor himflf or be and 
« fome of his chief counfellors, might become purchafers of. all the 


Confiderations, p. 120. t In Auguit 1765. 
C “ houfés, 
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‘© houfes, fhips, goods or merchandize in the fettlement ; which would 
“ be no fmall roke in trade, and of a ‘piece with many fuch frroky's as 
‘© have been often known to be ruck succEssFULLY under arbitrary 
“-m defpotic povernments *’’. In the firft part of the fentence, they might 
become purchafers; but forgetting that the whole was a fiction, Mr. 
Bolts, in the latter part, ftrongly infinuates, by the help of Jta/cs and 
large LETTERS, that fuch practices not uncommonly prevail. 


This is not the only ‘mputation thus conveyed. If Italics mean any 
thing, thofe =:.sobs who ‘‘ died /uddenly,” had their departure þaftened 
by ma-.agement. Left the Italics fhould efcape the reader’s attention, 
or aś he might not know again whom the infinuation was directed, 
Lorp Crive and Mr. Syxes in latge characters catch the eye on the 
preceding line, p. 47, employed in regulating this fame nabob’s income. 
A few lines lower another youth, who died of the {mall-pox after an 
ilnefs of eleven days, “‘ dies fuddenly,’? and “the allowance of the 
« nabob is again reduced f.” Left all this honeft induftry fhould be loft, 
Mr. Bolts conjectures the fate of the prefent nabob, fhrewdly obferving 
that * confidering the late fatality among nabobs, it is reafonable to ima- 
« gine the race of them in Bengal is nearly at an end.” Jn a note to 
page 44, the reader is informed that “* upon all thefe revolutions, large 
« fums of money were obtained by the perfons who conducted them from 
“ every zew made nabob.” Then follow fome extracts from a letter 
publifhed by lord Clive and from another by Mr. Johnftone, refpecting 
prefents. This note is fubjoined as an illuftration of a text, which de- 
fcribes the nabob wholly dependent on the Englifh governor and council. 
Had fome little order been given to the facts here mentioned, it would 
have appeared, that the prefents made to lord Clive and others, in the 
year 1757, were rewards of the moft honourable fervices, at a nme when 
the Englifh company had few forces in Bengal, the nabob Meer Jafher 
poffeffing a large army and the full dominion of his country. ‘That the 
prefents received by Mg. Johnitone and others in the year 1765, were in 
confeque ice of no fervices, the nabob Nudjumal Dowlah being difarme? by 
treaty, anc all power transferred to the Englifh council; given, in fhort, 


‘+ Confiderations, p. 140. E 
+ The pahob's allowance was not reduced on the death of Seyf al Dowlah, as here afferted 
Mr. Bolts. 

under 
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under fuch circumftances, that Mr. Verelft did not think it confiftent with 
his honour to accept any part. Lafthy, it would have appeared that be- 
fore the fudden deaths mentioned by Mr. Balts, the fource of thefe pre- 
fents had been removed by a grant of the revenue to the Englif. Eañ 
India company; and tħat therefore it was impoffible, confiftently with 
truth, to fuggeft a motive for the perpetration of fo horrid a crime. The 
fubjeét is here mentioned only to fhew the manner in which Mr. Bolts 
treats the characters of men, who have laboured at leaft to render fome 
fervice to their country. Perhaps it may nop be imprOper to point out 
the ditemma, in which this gentleman has involved himfelf. B gonceal- 
ing his fu/picion * during his refidence ig Bengal fubfequent to 1766, he 
incurs the guilt of an accomplice, whether the fact be zrue or falè. If he 
entertained xo fufpicion, let the reader give a name to his prefent at- 


tempt f 


No fubject is fafe in the hands of Mr. Bolts. He will not fuffer the 
afhes of king William to reft*in peace; nay, the two houfes of parlia- 
ment become the authors of fraud. The confines of legiflative and ex- 
ecutive power “are often fo nicely blended, that we muft not be fur- 
prifed if they have fometimes been miftaken. In the reigns of the Tu- 
dors, this diftinétion was little underftoad, and lefs regarded. Inthe reigns 
of the Stuarts, the poflibility of completely feparating thefe powers, with- 
out overturning all kingly government, was, with equal warmth, affirmed 
and denied by contending parties. After the Revolution, a charter was 
obtained from the crown, erecting a company who were to trade to India. 


* A man who had intimated fufpicion of this kind, would only have made himfelf ri- 
diculous in Bengal, where the truth was notorious; but thefe bafe inGinuntions may never- 
thelefs have fome effect in inflaming the uninformed mind of an Englifh reader. 

t Mr. Dow has this paflage, p. 8g. voi. iii. ‘* The princes whom we raifed in Bengal, va- 
“< nifhed imperceptibly from their thrones. Light and uufubftantial as the thew of power, with 
** which, as in derifion, we invefted them, they cifappeared, like Romuhus, but without a (term. 
«© ‘The benefits derived from former revolutions, created a love of change; and the age! of death, 
© if not our fricncd, was very opportune in his frequent vifits to the Mufnud. In the courte 
“of years, three nabobs expired; andthe unfledged fovercign, whoa . o më nom 
« government of Bengal, on the March of 1770, has already enioyed, confide ag the times, 
“ along reign. Nabobs, to own the truth, are ufclefs; and they are difmiffed to their fathers 
** without either ceremony or noife.”” A man who hopes to obtain credit fhould exhibit fome- 
thing like a proof in fupport of fo extraordinary a charge. 


C 2 Thus 
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This charter, copied from fome of a more ancient date, contained a claufe 
granting an exc/ufive trade. Such a claufe, being reftri@tive of the righ{s of 
other perfons, was manifeftly a legiflative act ; and therefore illegal, with- 
out tı concurrence of parliament. No fooner was the error difcovered, 
than the crown relinquifhed its claim: but the nieafure being deemed po- 
litically right, an exclufive privilege of trade was immediately granted by 
parliament, and the two companies were afterwards united in the fixth 
year of queen Anne. | Yet Mr. Bolts reprefents the firft charter as con- 
firmed 4y parlin-.ent, to in’ roduce this obfervation, that it ‘* was almoft 
« imme ately fet at nought by a felf-erećted, unchartered company of 
“& adventurers, who traded euy to India in defiance of the king, mi- 
“& nitry *, and parliament.” He then gives a long hiftory of fuppofed 
evafions under the terms im, info, to, and frcm f, for the purpofe of fug- 
gefting his own ingenious doubt, whether the parlament of Great Britain 
can reftrain the trade of a Briti/h /ubjeé?, or authorize other fubje&s to 
feize his perfon, whenever he contravenes fuch commands ¢ 


The cafes of perfons {eized and fent to Europe, printed by Mr. Bolts in his 
‘Appendix, relate to officers, all of whom were engaged in the mutiny, while 
fome fuperadded the guilt of fupporting rival interefts to the attempt of de- 
ftroying the Britifh power in Bengal. ‘hefe relations are drawn by no 
friend of the meafure; yet, when ftripped of their pompous phraife and un- 
meaning invective, the whole will amount to this, that men, not perfon- 
ally known to the gentlemen in council, of a profeflion whofe interefts 
could not clath, were fent to Europe, becaufe their refidence in Bengal 
was efteemed dangerous to the company. Doubts refpecting the legal extent 
of their power, made the governor and council’ cautious in the mode of 
fecuring the perfons of thefe officers, and enabled them to hold their houfe 
as a garrifon for fome few days. It appears, moreover, that one of them, 
as foon as he promifed to proceed for Europe, was permitted to quit the 
fhip on which he firft embarked. From this fact we may judge, how far 
their ov . hMtinaey, in refifting the order of council, contributed to any 
hardfhips they might fuffer. The meffages which pafled between the pri- 
foners and juftices of peace are fet forth by Mr. Bolts at large f. The juftices, 


Page 141. Page 142. | t Appendix to Confideratiors, P. 93, 94; 95- 
i no 
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no great lawyers, were of opimon, that the complaint was not Within their 
jurifdiction. Common*fenfe muft difcover, that a power of feizing Britifh 
fubjects for the purpofe of fending them to England muft fall to the 
ground, if magiftrates, having a merely local authority, fhould prefume 
to releafe them. If the erown, in time of danger, are empowered to 
confine fufpected perfons, would our fages of the law difcharge the pri- 
foners? Yet in this country the courfe of juftice is tolerably free. 


Among the arts ufed by Mr. Bolts to inflame, he never forgets to men- 
tion the military as perfons employed upon, ail occafions. be reader 
therefore fhould here be informed, that throughout all the nations of Jn- 
dia, the orders even of courts of jufticee are cxccuted by military men. 
The colour of a man’s coat, or the uniform he wears, does not prove 
him a more noxious creature, than if, an emblem of innocence, he were 
arrayed in white. The nature of the Englifh conftitution makes us jea- 
. lous of the executive magiftrate. A frequent ufe of the military, who 
are immediately under his command, in domeftic government might be 
dangerous to public liberty; and hence arifes that honeft prejudice of 
our countrymen which the author of Confiderations perpetually abufes to 
moft unworthy purpofes. 


In page 144, Mr. Bolts, ftill declaiming againft tranfportation, has 
this pafflage: “ But there is a dire&t, unconftitutional ufe to be made 
‘© of fuch power, which is, as we have feen, that of employing it 
“to punifh men for doing their duty, even in courts ‘of juftice. 
“© They may difoblige men in power by refufing to be pliant judges, if 
« in the mayor’s court; or pliant jurors, if impannelled as jurymen at 
« fefions ; and may be therefore punifhed with ruin in revenge for their 
“ honeft difcharge of the firft focial duty.” Have fuch cafes ever ex- 
ifted? Has fuch an unconftitutional ufe been ever made of this power ? 
There never has, nor ever can, while law or juftice has its refidence in 
Great Britain. Suppofing the power to be legal, thofe exercifing the 2u- 
thority are anf{fverable for its abufe. ‘To prefer a crimi. ttre to the. 
proper judges, is the /ega/ right, nay the duty, of each individsal citizen. 
But fhould this power be wantonly abufed, the experience of every day 
evinces, that an innocent and injured man would obtain a ple compen- 


fation 
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fation -from an Englifh jury. What more uld be done to prevent op< 
preffion, if parliament fhould annul this power heretofore given to the 
company? In this country all public rights, whether in the hands @f the 
magiftrate or of private perfons, are a facred truft. To abufe thef in 
the execution, is criminal according to our laws; and a finifter motive 
will contaminate an a&, which could not otherwife be queftioned.. Go- 
vernors who fhould conduct themfelves by the principles fuggefted by 
Mr. Bolts, would not only be compelled to make full reftitution to 
the injured in¢ividual, but would, by their punifhment, become fevere 
‘example- o prevent the commiflion of like crimes in future. 


lne reafoning of our author is perpetually in extreme. Here he wifhes 
the abolition of a power becaufe the imagination may fuggeft pofitle 
abufes, which abufes are effectually corre@ed as the law now ftands. 
Two pages further he would deftroy the fame power as unnecefary, be- 
caufe it is the intereft of all men to be honeft *. « No inhabitants of 
“ their fettlements can commit any crime to endanger the fecurity of the 
** company but what muft equally endanger the fafety of each individual] 
& member of the community, they being infeparably connected together,” 
Is not this equally true of every other ftate and its fubjets? Wherefore 
then is high treafon punifhed? Why are murderers profcribed in every 
country? Why have we regarded great legiflators as benefactors to man- 
kind ? Such is the moral harmony eftablifhed by the Creator, that public 
duty will ever continue to be the fame with private intereft well under- 
ftood. But do men never err? Shall we proceed upon fuch a foundation 
to abolifh all laws and all magiftrates? I know not which moft to admire, 
the head or heart of our author. 


Mr. Bolts himfelf obferves upon another occafion, P. 144, * not dif- 
“< puting here what the conftitutional rights of Englifhmen formerly were, 
** or now are, within or without the immedsate fettlements of the com- 
“ pany, that there is always fuppofed to be a mutual convenience or ad- 
‘© vantas< in all fach engagements, and that honour fhould regulate efther 
c party 11 their condu&.” Let honour be the criterion. Let each in his 
feveral ftation abide by its judgments. Should any private man, taking ad- 


Page 147, Confiderations. 
van- 
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vantage òf an unfettled, government, opprefs and harrafs the harmlefs na-_ 
tives of Bengal, and endeavour to fhelter himfelf under the letter of Jaws, 

calculated for a very different ftate of fociety; let the mifcreant be pu- 

nifhed as his crimes deferve, by a removal from the fcene of his ravages, 

by the contempt and deteftation of every honeft mind. Should, on the 

contrary, power be wantonly abufed, to ferve the purpofes of malignant 

pafon, or governors, forgetful of Mr. Bolts’s precepts, neglect their pub- 

lic duty for a fuppo/ed private intereft, an Englith jury will eagerly re- 

drefs their fellow-citizen, and vindicate the rights of H. man kind. 


It were endlefs to purfue Mr. Bolts through all his chaos of invective. To 
do jultice to his performance, would be to comment on every line. Some 
paflages, however, ‘may be feleéted, without fwelling this Introduction to 
an unreafonable fize, fufficient, perhaps, to convince the reader, that the 
Book called “* Confiderations on India Affairs,” will convey as much real 
information refpe€ting the affairs of China, as thofe of Bengal. 


The author is as well verfed in the law of nations as qualified for the 
domeftic government of a particular ftate. What concern has Great Bri- 
tain in the claims of a Mogul? Englifhmen fhould adhere to engagements 
taken on the part of their own nation; but it is ridiculous to fuppofe thcy 
muft enter into the difputes between prince Ally Gohar, and the fubah- 
dar of Bengal, or between them again and their refpeQtive fubjects. Yet 
the mifreprefentations of two chapters are chiefly founded on this abfurd 
opinion ; and the high founding titles of eaflern grandeur are introduced. 
to give the whole a greater air of burlefque. 


What contradiction is there in refifting prince Ally Gohar, when in- 
vading the dominions of our ally ; and fupporting the fame man with our 
arms, when new treaties had been formed with him? Mr. Bolts, p. 25, 
quotes two paflages from Mr. Scrafton to prove that, upon the invafion of 
Bengal by our prefent Mogul, col nel Clive, at the requeft of Mee: | Mer, 
marohed to puntih thofe rajahs * who had dared to jom him*.’’ t apptars 
from thefe-extracts, that the colonel ftritly adhered to his engagements, 

* Mr. Bolts has mif-quot d this pafa.e from Mr. Scrafton, whofe words are, in p 41>. 


“ All our afPiirs bemg fo happily circurrttanced, colonel Ghive, atthe fucah’sreq $, maithed 
© to puuifh thole rajahs who had sanca the Shabzadu.”” 


com- 
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communicating the letters received ti th nabob’s fon and minifters, awho 
judged that “ it would be dangerous to have a prince of the blood in 
“< any of the provinces.” Mr. Bolts feems better pleafed with the con- 
dug of Mr. * Holwell, who, in the fame war, correfponded with the 
enemy, concealing the letters (‘* offering acarte blanche to the company”) 
from our ally Meer Jafher. It feems that thefe engagements with the 
fubahdar were not, in our author’s opinion, to be regarded; for he af- 
firms, that Sujah Cawn was the laft f lawful nabob of Bengal. 


M . Bolts then relates the revolutions preceding the captufe wf Cal- 
cutta by Surajah al Dowlah, to retake which place colonel Clive was fent 
from the coaft of Coromandel in the year 1756. But in doing this he 
conveys a very unjuft imputation. He tells us that the treaty with Serajah 
al Dowlah was ‘ folemnly f{ ratified in the ftrongeft manner, the nabob 
« {wearing on the Koran by God and Mahomed, and the colonel pledging 
« the names of God and our Saviour, faithfully to obferve the fame. 
« Neceflity, which, in po/itics, ufually fuperfedes all oaths, treaties, or 
« forms whatfoever, induced the Englith Eaft India company’s repre- 
“© fentatives, about three months after the execution of the former treaty, to 
«& determine, ‘‘ dy the Sleffing of God,” upon difpofleffing the nabob Serajah 
‘© al Dowlah of his Nizamut, and giving it to another.” In the next 
paragraph, to throw a greater odium upon the meafure, Mr. Bolts fpeaks 
of “ the traffick in nabobfhips,’”’—** the bold and traiterous difpofition of 
‘© Meer Jaffier, ’ —* and of another rebel candidate.” Who would imagine, 
from this relation, that the conduct of the Englifh was perfeily con- 
fiftent with the law of nations ? Yet fuch it will manifeftly appear. 





Mr. Bolts forgot to mention, that after the conclufion of the firft treaty, 
Serajah al Dowlah not only evaded fulfilling his engagements §, but me- 


This gentleman was governor after the departure of colonel Clive, in February 1768. See 
Hiftory, in firft chapter. 

“  Confiderat’- ss, p. 38. where Mr. Vanfittart’s Narrative is referred to, Vol: L p. e. 
as if that gentleman had faid, ** that Sujah Cawn was the laft lawtul nabob of Bengal,” 
whereas i'r Wanfittart exprefies no fuch opinion. 

t Confid rations, fol. 39. 

-§ Tør ftore the Englith effeéts, and give poffeffon of the twenty-four pergunnahs, or 
villages, whied by the treaty he had ceded. Immediately after the treaty with Serajah al Dow- 
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ditated our deftruction, Łe negotiated with * Monfteur Buffey, to intro- 
duce into Bengal a body of French troops, (the two nations being then at- 
war) forthe exprefs t purpole of acting againft the Englith. A juft felf-de- 
fence, therefore, required, that fome meafures fhould be taken on our part, 
before the fhips and forces left the river. Reinforced from the. fleet, our 
army, amounting to 1000 Europeans, and 2000 fepoys, ftood oppofed 
to 20,000 horfe, and 50,000 foot. In this fituation, it was judged expe- 
dient to fecure fome of thofe chiefs in our intereft, whom the nabob’s 


violence had difgufted ; and Meer Jaffer, being the mof powerful, was 
chofenaas a proper ally. 





The malice of Mr. Bolts does not ref nere. He reprefents this revo- 
lution as an enterprize of no difficulty. Speaking of the battle of Plaffey $, 
he fays, “ Happy it was for the company that this numerous army 
& made fo little refiftance, that, according to Mr. Scrafton, there were only 
s. feventy men killed and wounded” ‘The nabob not only had a numerous 
army, but likewife the affiftance of French officers, and one hundred Eu- 


ropean foldiers. The advice, received from Meer Jaffer, contained no- 
thing but excufes for not acting, and to the laft hour we obtained no 


fupport from this leadcr, who commanded ten thoufand men. At the 
fame time intelligence was received through another channel “ that the 
* whole affair had been difcovered by the nabob, and that he and Meer 
“© Jafher were one.” ‘This embarraffing fituation gave rife to a council 
of war, at which a large majority declared againft an immediate attack. 


lah in Feb. 1757, Mr. Verelft was appointed to take charge of the company’s factory at 
Luckypore, and receive from the officers of the government the effects that brad been taken from 
that place. On his pafiage fromeCalcutta to Luckypore with Mr. Middleton (a gentleman now 
in the council at Bengal) in the month of April 17 57 » they were attacked and taken prifoners 
by a body of the nabob’s troops. ‘The commanding officer produced the nabob’s orders not 
to fuffer, on any account whatever, any Europeans to pafs and repafs in the country, particu- 
larly the Englith. He alfo produced letters, pointing out the gentlemen, nominated to take 
charge of the factories, to be particularly within fuch orders. He moreover declared, that the 
treaty would not be regarded on the part of the nabob, and that we fhould foon again experience 
the ftrength of his arm. ‘The battle of Plaffley happened on the 2cth of Tune following. 
Commander of the French army in the Deccan. - 

+ This appeared not only from unqueftionab!e information received at the tims, but was fur- 
ther confirmed by the nabob’s papers, 

t Confiderations, fol. 40. 
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After a deliberation of twenty-four hours, ‘®lorel Clive refolved to per- 
fevere, and the army, contrary to the determunation of the council of war, 
was ordered to march. The event fhewed his judgment to have been well 
founded. Our negotiations in the nabob’s camp had already decided the 
conteft. We learn from Mr. Scrafton, that on the day of the battle 
“ a body of about fifty French advanced in front of the reft, their of- 
« ficer calling out in vain for fome of the Subahdar’s troops to follow 
« him; fof fuch was their miftruft of each other, that no commander. 
“& dared to ventu~e on fingly, for fear fome other commander, fuf] d 
‘© of attach.uent to us, fhould fall on him.” Among many other for- 
tunate accidents, Meer Modun, the beft: and moft faithful of the Su- 
bahdar’s officers, was killed in the beginning of the actior. 22d his death 
greatly contributed to the eafy victory gained by the Englith army. 





The fubfequent events are fufficiently explained in the firft chapter of 
this work. During Meer Jaffier’s government, prince Ally Gohar (the 
prefent Mogul) invading the provinces of Bengal, was repulfed by the 
Englith under colonel Clive, acting as allies to the Subahdar. At this 
time were written the letters, mentioned by Mr. Bolts, to shofe rebellious 
rajahs “* who had dared to join him™,” the open enemy of Meer Jaffier. 
The fuppofed contradiction is, that when lord Clive, upon his laft ar- 
rival in India, found other engagements taken refpecting other countries, 
he concurred with the felet committee in adhering likewife to thefe new 
engagements. The Mogul did not indeed obtain the whole dominions of 
Oude, which a former council had + agreed to give him before they had 
conquered the country. But he did obtain the countries of Korah and 
Illahabad, his poffeffion being į guarantied by the Englifh. To thefe like- 
wife was added an annual payment of twenty-fix lacks from Bengal. 
The expediency of reftoring to Sujah al Dowlah the other territories of 
Oude, will be evinced in the hiftorical part of this book. Mr. Bolts, 
fpeaking of this reftoration, fays, p. 30. “ again{t the wealth of this na- 
“ bob, as Mr. Dow very juttly obferves, the virtue of fome of our rt- 


~ Confiderctions, fol. 25. Mr. Bolts has made a falfe quotation from Mr. Scrafton. 
+ Appendix, p. 163. No, 51. B. t Appendix, p. 171. No. 58. 
“© volutionifts 
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** volutionifts was by no méans proof.” Within three pages he repre- 
fents the fame men “upon the gme occafion, as taking: bribes from this 
Mogul, whofe interefts they ane fuppofed to have facrificed to Sujah al 
Dowlah. <‘ Amidft all his mist >rtunes, this prince has given feveral in- 
‘s ftances of great generofity, particularly to the members of the fecret 
 ** committee, for their diftinguifhed merit and difinterefted fervices. One 
« inffance may be feen in lord Clive’s letter to the court of direétors, of 
** the 30th of September 1765, where it appears his imperial majefty 
‘“ had prefented general Carnac with two lacks of rupees.” This laft 
megtioned fact, which is fi uppofed to be cogclufive evidence of prruptioh, 
candidly told, will affordan &ppofite inference. General Carnac, who had 
commanded the com@any’s forces with great reputation, and withftood 
many temptations of pecuniary emolument, had an offer of two lacks 
from the Mogul.” The Mogul wrote to the council upon the fubject, and 
Jord Clive mentioned his letter, with its occafion, to the court of direc- 
tors for their judgment. When a man wantonly ftabs the charaéters of 
thofe whofe actions engage the public attention, it will require more 
underfianding than Mr. Bolts poffeffes, to make falfe affertions wear the 
face of probability *. 








* « Another inftance of the generofity of the Mogul, Mr. Bolts fays, was given in the year 
** 1767, when his majefty likewife prefented colonel Richard Smith with two lacks more; as 
“ appears from the following minute of the council at Calcutta. 

** At a confultation held the r4th of September 1767, prefent, Harry Verelft, efq. prefident, 

* John Cartier, Richard Becher, James Alexander, William Alderfey, Charles Ffloyer, and 

“« Alexander Campbell, efars. 

€ Received a letter from Col. Richard Smith at Illah-abad, dated the 20th of July, on the 
“* fubject of the two lacks of rupees, he requefted their permiffion to receive as a gratuity from 
‘© the king; offering feveral arguments to our confideration, and acquainting us with his ma- 
*¢ jefty’s abfolute refufal to take,back the teep t he had granted ; therefore enclofing it for us to 
& difpofe of as might feem moft equitable.” 

Mr. Bolts has fuppreffed the refolution of the prefident and council, which immediately fol- 
lows his quotation. ‘* Agreed, we acknowledge the receipt of the colonel’s letter, with the teep 
“ inclofed, informing him that, as his majefty has fo abfolutely refufed to take back the note for 
** the two lacks, we fhall keep it in our hands till the pleafure of the court of direétors can be 
“ known.” At the fame time obferving, “ that our fentiments on the occafion are ftil] the fame 
“ as mentioned in our former letter to him on the fubjeét.” Thefe fentiments condemning 
ail prefents ** as manifeftly contrary to the will of their employers,” wè. expreffed in the aboyg- 
mentioned letter to colonel Smith, but more fully in one to the king; “* That we,” (the pre- 


t A promiffory note, here an order of payment for money. 
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Is it necefiary here to enter on the fubje&t.oj the Dewanny, “ a hard 
« name, well * calculated for a blind: to aumufe the Britith legiflature ?” 
Mr. Bolts does not chufe ‘to inveftigite in this place all the private 
** reafons which occafioned this Dewanny being aflumed by lord Clive 
*¢ and ‘his felé€& committee t.” _Why not? If M=. Bolts knows any pri- 
vate reafons, fhould this virtuous zealot fupprefs them? If he knows 
none, how bafe the imputation! A plain { narrative will fuggeft the pub- 
lic reafons for this meafure, and fhew the neceflity of uniting to the mi- 
itary power the means of fupporting it. Indeed the frequent diftrefles 
of our arm, rrom the irregular payment of: the ‘monthly fums ftipulated 
for its fubfiftence, muft have opered the eycs of the blind; but a former 
council thought it more expedien: to leave two niilliors of annual re- 
venue in the hands of a difarmed and defencelefs nabob. The idea of 
Mr. Bolts, that the hard word Dewanny was intended tS amufe the Bri- 
tith legiflature, is too ridiculous to deferve a refutation; but it may be 
worth remarking, that the fyftem called in derifion the DouBLeE Gc- 
VERNMENT, had been eftablithed by the fame council in their treaty of 
February, 1765$. . This, in truth, was neceffarily derived from that train 
of events which led an affociated dependent body of Brith fubje&ts ta 
the acquifition of empire. And Bengal being, through this medium, 
united with England, the legiflature of this country can alone eftablifh a 
government different from that which at prefent exilts. 


It is impoffible to difmifs the prefent fubjeét without fome obfervations — 
on the comparative advantages of the two treaties, as {tated by Mr. Bolts, 
p. 52. He firt afflumes, as a permanent revenue, the five lacks per 

month from the nabob, which, by the terms of, the treaty, were to be 


Gdent and council} ** earneftly wifhed our attachment might appear to the world more conneéted 
“© by honour, than by any interefied tye; that it was moft glorious for him, and moft reputable 
«& for ourfelves, to have a friendfhip founded on fuch a bafis; that we could not confent to the 
‘© golonecl’s acceptance of his prefent without the approbation of the court of directors; and 
« that we muft requeft, that he would not, in future, confer fuch donations on any of the Eng- 
‘¢ ith chiefs.” Such was the fubftance of this letter, asit appears in the public records of 201) 
July, 1767. The court of direétors refufed thcir permifhon, and the teep was refered to the king. 
Etis majefty’s receipt was immediately depoLted among the records at Bengal. 

æ Cor.iderations, p. 33. + Confiderations, p. 35. 

t See our firt Chapter. § Appendix, p. 164. No. 52. 
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only paid during the war wih Sujah al Dowlah *. He eftimates Jikewife the 
zemindary of Bulwant Sing at farty-five lacks, from which the company 
received, while in poffeffion, only twenty lacks, as the- nabob of Oude 
had done before them. If this evenue was fo extremely improveable, 
why did not Mr. Bolts, a company’s fervant refident upon the fpot, one 
intrufted with the management, intimate his opinion to the council ? 


The eftimate of Mr. Bolts is t) ationed merely for the purpofe of fhew- 
ing his difpofition to miflead. The fituation of the zemindary of Bul- 
want Sifig would have made it  burthen, and not an adv ve, to the 
company, as the reader wih fully underftand in his further progrefs. 


It would fatigue Me*moft patient ttention to follow Mr. Bolts through 
all his mifreprefentations, very liberaily fcattered in every page of his 
book. From the few inftances here given of his candor, the reader will 
judge of the credit due to his “ Confiderations on India Affairs.” It will 
neverthelefs be proper to take notice of thofe parts, in which he blends 
fome particular charges with much general invective. After this, the 
reader would fc rcely pardon the omiffion, were I not to introduce this 
{turdy champion to his more intimate acquaintance, 


Mr. Bolts begins his ninth chapter with a {welling panegyric upon the 
upright adminiftration of juftice, with the confequent encreafe of induftry, 
population, and commerce. He then very pioufly proceeds: to blacken 
the characters of all concerned in the government, police, and adminiftra- 
tion of juftice in Bengal. According to his reprefentation, the governor 
and council are cruel tyrants, the courts of juftice are become engines of 
oppreflion, and the judges, fervilely complaifant to the ruling power, are 
no longer the guardians of public or of private rights, 


Should a difcontented man colle& fa&ts for the purpofe of niifrepre- 
{entation ? Should many circumftances be fupprefied to pive a falfe cofour- 
ing to others? Should a work of this kind be given to the wrld, when 


Appendix, p. 162. No so, 
many 
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‘many perfons cancerned ‘in thefe tranfaCtions, are at the diftance of half 
the globe; and when many now in England, not canfcious of mifcon- 
du&, had negle&ted to preferve autl. tic vouchers, refpecting ordinary 
Occurrences, amidft an infinite multi, licity of affairs; it will not be ex- 
pected that I fhould follow fuch a write” through all his filth, induftrioufly 
collected. Should it however appear, that not the flighteft imputation 
can arife, unlefs to Mr. Bolts himfelt, fren thofe relations of “ real facts” 
which make the moft formidable app: ‘ance in his book, no one ‘will 
think the requeft very unreaformble, if ae be defired to fufpend at leaft 
his belief in thofe particulars, where fuf icient documents cannog be im- 
mediatel, procured. | | | 


The cafe of Parfeek Arratooi1. an ‘.rmenia:. -werels_ui*, has been fe- 
lected for the purpofe of proving 1'.e entire and fubmiffive dependence of 
the mayor’s court; how ready the judges were to obey the nod of a go- 
vernor. Had the whole truth appeared, the reader muft have drawn an 
inference dire&tly contrary to the conclufion of Mr. Bolts. To give a co- 
lowr to his charge, he reprefents Mr. Vtrelft and his partners as defirous 
of engrofling all the falt in that part of the country. _ Thé contrary is 
notorioufly true. Hundreds of others dealt in falt, and this very parcel 
was foon refold at a profit of two thoufand pounds. Yet thefe gentle- 
men, by an intemperate deeifion of the mayor’s court, hearing only the 
evidence of one party, are compelled to pay 70001. more than they them- 
felves had received. i 


Mr. Verelft, upon entering into the more immediate charge of public 
affairs as governor, found it neceffary to remit the care of his private 
affairs to others, and this, in particular, was ‘entirely under the manage- 
ment of Mr. Lewis, who had an equal intereft + therein. ‘The agents of 
Mr. Lewis bought a quantity of falt at Nattoor of fome black merchants, 
whole property it-appeared to be. A difpute arofe re{peCting the de- 
livery, in which poffibly fome violence was ufed by both parties. Tie 


Confiderations, p. or. 
' As joint partner with Mr. Sykes and Mr. Vcrelft, 
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affair, however, came before the cutcherry, where, *“ according to the 
<< general practice of the court, when hot unduly interrupted, to have every 
« caufe determined by arbitrators, pr umpires, chofen by the * parties,” 
this matter was referred to five principal merchants, who gave their award 
in favour of the purchafer, declaring the contra& “a fairand legal bargain.’ 
Mr. Bolts afferts, that “ the Armenian, fenfible that the price of falt 
« would rife, ordered his gomaftah to faften up the warehoufe, and not 
“ to fellt.” The Armenian was fo far from this difpofitio , that his go- 
maftah had before been with Mr. Sykes, offering the falt 10 iaie. He 
engaged to deliver it withinga fortnight, and accepted part of the price 
in the prefence. of witness. A f&w days fter, he applied to Mr. Sykes, 
and, by intreaties, prevailed pon hì co relinquifh the bargain. The 
fame falt was then fold to the agents of, Mr. Lewis for a larger fum. It 
is demonftrable that the full market price was here given, becaufe many 
parcels of falt were bought of European gentlemen, particularly of { Mr. 
Marriott, then in council, about the fame time, at a greater diftance from 
the place of manufaéture, and ata price fomewhat lower. Thus the 
tranfaction ftands above all poffible imputation, becaufe no injuftice could 
have been committed againft European gentlemen, and the Armenian 
merchant had a yet better bargain. But the value of the commodity ftill 
rifing in the market, the gomaftah of Parfeek Arratoon again defired to 
evade the delivery, upon which the reference above-mentioned took place, 
and an award was made in favour of the purchafer. 


The award being made, Coja Parfeek Arratoon then appeared, and 
claiming a property in the falt, which he alledged to have been forcibly 
taken from his gomaftahs, filed his bill in the mayor’s court at Calcutta, 
to which Mr. Lewis § gave a full anfwer upon oath, denying every part 
of the charge. But before the witnefles could come from Nattoor, the 
plaintiff had brought the caufe to a hearing upon ex parte depot: | 
Mr. erelft, thinking his chara€ter as well as property affeCted 


Confiderations, p. 8o. t Ibid. p, 185. 
t This gentleman is now in England. y This Gentleman is ] 
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proceeding, wrote a note *to the mayor, praying to be indulged with a 
propèr time to produce his evidence; at the fame time acquainting him, 
that the court would probably be nò more troubled with the fuit, as Pe- 
trufe Arratoon (who afterwards became. executor to Parfeek Arratoon, and 
at this time tranfacted his bufinefs) had propofed to refer their difpute to 
arbitration. So little was Mr. Verelft inclined to take any advantage, 
that although one award had been already made, Petrufe Arratoon did 
himfelf, at the requeft of Mr. Verelft, choofe the arbitrators, and named 
Thomas.Csoke and Jofeph Price for a fecond reference. In -fhe mean 
time, bonds were drawn and executed kv ‘me of the parties; but Pe- 
trus Arratoon, diftrufting probaily the juftice of his caufe,* wanted to in- 
fert as a condition that Azs witne”s only fhould be heard. To comply 
with his demand was impoflible. at was difficult to conceive the fource of 
fuch a requeft, until his fubfequent condu€t explained the myftery. 
Thinking he had obtained an advantage by fome irregularity in the ex- 
aminer of the court, who had taken the depofitions on the part of the 
defendant, he relinquifhed his former engagement, and urged the caufe ta 
a decifion. A petition was prefented on the part of Mir. Verelft and his 
partners, praying that the error might be corrected, and the witnefles 
again brought to Calcutta at their expence f. Yet the mayor and alder- 
men refufed to comply with ghis very reafonable requeft, and proceeded 
to a decree upon the evidence folely of the plaintiff. Thus thefe gen- 
tlemen are now compelled to pay 70001. more than the fum for which 
they themfelves refold the falt. Here, moft certainly, no favour was 
fhewn; perhaps the reader may think that the rules of the court were 


{trained even to the verge of injuftice. 


The author of Confiderations, not contented with this happy inftance 
of domineering power, produces another extraordinary cafe of Mr. 
Alexander Jephfon}, where the governor and council refufed to inte fere 


At the fame time Mr. Vereleft’s attorney at law (Mr. Whittal) prepared a petition to the 


yurt. A yendix p 174: No. 61. 
pg p i A p. 175. No, 62. t Appendix to Confiderations, p. 43. No. 26. 
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with the courts of juftice. Mr. Bolts has given us full proot, viz. the 
memorial of an angry man to the. court of direétors. 'The greater part 
of. this ftory is fuch, that I, with Mr. De Grey *, “ know not how to be- 
s lieve the parties, concerned in tranfacting it, would admit it to be 
“ true.” The attorneysgeneral was certainly right, in thinking that 
“ feveral of the decrees as fated are erroneous, and might be appealed 
“ from f;” but it remained for Mr. t Sayer to difcover, that a letter to 
the governor and council, complaining of an illegal arreft, without 
{tating the proceedings or decree of the court, was an wéfual appeal; or 
that at could be criminal for the governor and council to acquaint Mr. 
Jephfon, in reply to his letter, that nothing but decrees regularly ap- 
pealed, are cognizable -by them. Pearnaps, in this inftance, they were 
better lawyers than Mr. Sayer. Be ti is as it may, the cafe is here men- 
tioned only for the purpofe of fhewing that the governor and council are 
not forward to interfere irregularly, or arrogate a fupetiority over the 
mayor’s court at Calcutta. If Mr. Jephfon, inftead of appealing, chofe 
to refift or fly from the officers ‘of juftice, the governor and council aéted 
with equal propriety in directing the commanders of the company’s fhips 
not to countenance {uch an attempt, or receive Mr. Jephfon on board. 


Mr. Bolts, in his Contiderations, page 95, fays, a tradefman and in- 
habitant of Calcutta, named Gocul Sonar, “ preferred his complaint” 
againft one Nobekiffen, ‘“* at the court of the general quarter feffions 
“ held at Calcutta on the 4th of March 1767, in a petition to the grand 
** jury, but without any fuccefs; for it was remarkable that the chief juf- 
“ tice, Harry Verelft, efq. then on the bench, getting the petition 
« into his own hands frém another juftice, to whom the former had de- 


“ livered it, he immediately and fuddenly called and difmiffed the ju- 
ef TER” 


On the 4th of March, Gocul Sonar did prefent his petition to the 
& ndjury. When the petition was delivered into court, it became the 
duty of the jurices to decide whether they had authority to hear the caufé 


' See his opinion, Appendix to Confiderations, p. 54. + See the fame opinion. 
t Seg, Mr, Sayer’s opinic. Appendix to Confiderations, p. 53. 
Fs Upon 





2@ A VIEW OF THE ENGLISH 


Upon deliberation they were all, unanimoufly of opinion, that a criminal 
charge between the natives only, did not belong to the jurifdiction of the 
feffions; and accordingly referred the complaint to the court of zemindars 
before whom it was afterwards heard and determined. 


Without examining whether it was originally the intention of his 
majefty ta fubjet the natives, refiding within our diftricts, to the cri- 
minal laws of Great Britain, it will be fufficient for the prefent occafion 
to fhew, that the charter of juftice will bear the conftruction here given 
tò it, and that the juftices were led by confiderations of duty and hu- 
manity to adopt this interpretation. 


In civil matters, the charter contains an exception of fuits between na- 
tives only, unlefs both parties fhall ;ubmit the fame to the determination 
of the mayor’s court. And although this charter, granted the 26th of 
George II. ata time when we were wholly dependent upon the country 
government, is filent refpefting criminal „matters, it was difficult for the 
gentlemen tp believe that the lives of the natives fhould be lefs regarded 
than their property, or that juftice could authorize a trialkby laws which 
the criminal could not poflibly underftand. 


In the year 1762, a native detected one of his women in an act of in- 
fidelity. Throughout the Eaft, women are wholly fubject to the will of 
their -mafters, and every hufband is the avenger of his own wrongs. 
The man therefore, fatisfied of her guilt, proceeded to punifhment, by 
cutting off her nofe. He was arraigned at the Calcutta feflions. He con- 
feffed the fact, but urged that he had done nothing to offend the laws and 
cuftoms in which he had been educated. That the woman was his pro- 
‘perty; and that, by fuch cuftoms, he hada right to fet a mark upon her 
for her infamy. That he had never heard of the laws by which they tried 
him, but defired to put one queftion to the bench: Did they believe that if 
he had known the punifhment to be death, he would ever have committed 
what they now called a crime? The man, notwithftanding this defence, 
was condemned and hanged; for if the court poffefs jurifdiCtion, they 


muft proceed according to the Englifh laws. 
| Thus 
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Thus an a& of parlament, which took’its rife from an injury done to 
an Englith * gentleman, may violate the fecret receffes of the haram, and 2 
man of the firft rank, charaéter, and fortune, may fuffer a moft igno- 
minious f death, for an act which he is taught to believe undeferving cen- 
fure. The charge may be fupported by the teftimony of flaves, or even 
of the guilty woman. By this rule of evidence, thofe ties of domeftic 
fubjection are broken, which a perfeétion of civil polity (ugknown in 
Afia) can alone properly relax. Manners here fupply the defeét of laws. 
If the latter are not fufficiently perfe&t to become an obje& «f men’s ats 
fectigns, they attach themfelves more {trongly to the former; nor can 
we imagine the cuftoms relating to domeftic government, leaft facred in 
their eyes, fince thefe the continued habits of the individual, the laws and 
religion of the nation equally confpire to uphold. 


This fubje&t is more largely treated in the laft part of the prefent work. 
Let it therefore fuffice here tq ebferve, that the very few inftances of pu- 
nifhment inflicted by our courts, had fpread a general alarm, and pro- 
duced in the year 1765, a petition to the governor and council, figned by 
the native inhabstants of Calcutta, praying, that they might not be fub- 
jected to laws which to them were wholly unknown tf. 


Actuated therefore by honeft motives, the juftices unanimoufly referred 
the complaint of Gocul Sonar to the court of zemindar, and the bufinefs 
of the feffions being finifhed, the juries were called and difimiffed. In 
this cafe, it would have been peculiarly improper for the feffions to have 
proceeded becauie the accufation related to the exercife of judicial autho- 
rity in the caft cutcherry by Nobekiffen, aflifted by the minifters of their 
religion §. 


Sir John Coventry, in the time of Charles IT. 

+ The ancient moguls and nabobs would not permit any of the profeffors of Iflam to be 
hanged according to the Englifh cuftom, efteeming that too ignominious a death for a Maho- 
medan to fuffer. Confiderations, p. 81. 

See this petition, Appendix, p. 177. No. 62. 

All nations ha.e their courts of ecclefiaftical jurifdiction diftinét from the adminiftration 
of civil juftice, in fome with a more limited, in others with more extenfive authority. The 
followers of Brama in Bengal have their caft-cutcherries, or courts to take cognizance of all 
matters relative to the feveral elts, or tribes of the Hindog religion. Their religious purity de- 
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aS A VIEW OF THE ENGLISH 


It will be now neceffary- to ‘follow Gocul Sonam and his patron Mr. 
Bolts, to the court of the zemindar; but firft it may be proper to acquaint 
the reader who this Nobkiffen was, and whence arofe the complaint 
againft him, | 


Nobekiffen is a native Hindoo, who had been extremely zealous in the 
Englith caufe during the troubles preceding Meer Jaffier’s elevation to the 
fubahdarry. When the war broke out with Meer Cofflim, he attended 
tpajor Adams; and continued with that commander till the fubhadar was 
driven out of the provinces. His addrefs, and attachment to the Englith, 
recommended him to lord Clive, who made him banyan to the committee, 
in which office he continued the three years likewife of Mr. Verelft’s go- 
vernment 

This man having charge of the caft cutcherry, one Ram, a goldfmith,,. 
comphined, that his mother and brother-in-law forcibly with-held his wife 
from him in their houfe, and not only refufed him admittance to fee her, 
but permitted another man to vifit her, which, if known, might endan- 
ger the lofs of his caft. The perfons were fent for, and” the affair com- 
promifed to the apparent fatisfaction of all parties. About twenty days. 
afterwards, this was made the fubject of an accufation again{ft Nobekiflen; 
and that the crime might be capital by the Enghfh law, the witneffes 
readily fwore f to a fact, of which, if true, they could have no know- 


pends on the conftant obfervance of fuch numberlefs precepts, that the authority of thefe courts 
enters into the concerns of common life, and is, confequently, very e::tenfive. A degradation 
from the caft, by their fentence, is a fpecies of excommunication, attended with the moft dread- 
ful effeéts, rendering the offender an outcaft from focicty. Betas the weight of the punifhment 
depends merely upon the opinion of the people, it is unneceflary to fay that it cannot be inflicted. 
by the Englith governor (as Mr. Bolts afferts, p. $3.) unlefs the mandate of a governor could 
inftantly change the religious fentiments of a nation. Neither can a man once degraded 
be reftored, but by the general fuffrage of his own tribe, the fanction of the Bramins, (who 
are the head tribe) and the fuperadded concurrence of the fupreme civil power. See the laft 
fection of Mr. Verelft’s Inftructions to the fupravifors, an article in the Appendix. 

a Mr. Bolts is miflaken when he afferts thet Nobekiflen wa banyan tothe governor. [his 
nomination only implied his being an agent for the committee in political tganfactions with the 
country powers. / 

+ They {wore that their fifter was carried away and violated, although, according to their 
own relation, they were abfent when fhe is fuppofed to haye becy taken away. 
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ledge, the fubfequent rape of`their fifter. The juftices in qué@rter-feffions 
referred the complaintto the court of the zemindar. Mr. Bolts attend- 
ing, a paper, which he declared himfelf to have tranflated, was sr0~ 
duced, and delivered as the depofition of Gocul Sonar. Mr. Bolte was 
defirous that Kifno Sonar, the brother, fhould fwear generally to the 
truth of the written paper ; ; but this compendious method of giving tef- 
timony, not meeting with the approbation of Mr. Ffloyer * the. zemin- 
dat, the witnefs was compelled to fubmit to an examination, ig which he > 
“materially differed from his brother. Several witnefles were hikewife ex- 
amined “on the part of the accufed, and proved the relation before given. 
of thé affair, intirely to the fatisfa€tion of Mr. Ffloyer, “ who reported, 
as his opinion, “ that eit was an accufatien malicioufly invented. to de- 
% preciate the character of Nobekiffen; there not being a fingle circum- 
s% ftance in the depofitions that can create a fufpicion of his having had 
“& the informant’s fifter at his houfe t.” 


Mr. Bolts muft excufe me if I cannot believe that the information, | 
which he has given ‘the publi in his Confiderations, page ọ6, dated 
the 2oth of May, 1767, was ever fubferibed by Mr. Ffloyer ; be— 
éanfe Mr. Ffloyer mentioned his error the next day to Mr. Vertelt, 
who was abfent from Calcutta fome weeks before the 20th of May, and 
didnot return till long after. Mr. Ffloyer, in his minute publifhed by 
Mr. Bolts +, written fome months after the tranfaction, fays, ‘* thefé were— 
* depofitions taken before him, fitting as zemindar, in confequence. of the 
«& reference from the quarter feffions,”’ and his report of that trial is dated 
the 17th of March, thirteen days after the petition to the grand jury. 
For the truth of his affertton he refers § to the records and officers of the 
court, “ who were the only panions made ufe of by him during the 
« whole courfe of the enquiry.” Had Mr. Ffloyer afferted a falfehood,. 
the means of detection were abundant. The miftake therefore muft have 





A gentleman now in England. 
See his report, Appendix, p. 182. in which Mr. Ffloyer roters to che depofitions . in fap- 
port of his opinion. | 
t Confiderations, p - 98. in a note at the bottom. 
§ Mr. Faoyer was ga probably, at this time, no longes zemindar, others-fuecec lin: in 
turn. 
peer 
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been made tong before, and it will fcarce Be thought probable the fame 
fhould be repeated on the 2oth’of May. Mr. Bolfs, in copying the mi- 
nute, has not given us the month in which the error is faid to have been 
committed, and would have the reader infer, that the minute relates to 
his information of the 2oth of May, though the contrary (the ftory being 
fairly told) is apparent from every line. 


This was not the fingle attempt made againft the life of Nobekiffen. 
A bramin was prevailed upon, by promifes of money, tocharge him with 
violating his wife, ‘* to add (as the parties exprefs themfelves) a link to 

the chain.” ‘They proceeded even to threaten the life of the “woman, 
who, declaring fhe never wculd ruin an innoccnt perfon, revealed the 
defign to Nobekiffen. The truth of this infamous tranfaétion was evinced 
by the confeffions of the bramin, and one of the feducers, Ramfonar 
Gofe, by the teftimony of the wife, and of two other witneffes. 


To underftand the affair of Ramnaut it will be neceflary to direct the 
reader’s attention to what pafled previous to this man’s complaint, which 
Mr. Bolts thinks ‘* foreign to his purpofe to relate.” ‘The oppreflions 
committed by thofe who took upon themfelves the character of Englith 
agents, are, in other parts of this work, fufficiently explained. The ti- 
midity of the public officers, and incapacity of the country government to 
reprefs this growing evil, had compelled the governor and council, on va- 
rious occafions, to make the abufe of Englith influence the fubje@ of 
their enquiries. The neceflity of their interference cannot be better 
evinced, than by informing the reader that it was not uncommon for 
many, particularly the Armenians, to call them{felves the gomaflahs or agents 
of Englith gentlemen, without any authority from their fuppoted principal ¢ 
and fuch was the dread of our power, that even the neighbouring princes 
would rarely venture to check the diforders hereby occalioned, without 
firt making ->>!ication to our government. 


The reader who wiil carry in his mind the diftinétion arifing betw€en 
the Englith agent and wae native, from the want of a controuling power 


over ise foimer- will readily conceive the nature of that farr, open, and 
ur~ 
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unrefirained trade, in favour of which Mr,-Bolts fo vehemently declaims; - 
and alfo of thofe numberlefs oppreffions, groaning under which’ Mr. 
Bolts accumulated, in the fpace of fix years, a larger fortune * than 
many gentlemen who have refided twenty years, in India, and filled the 
higheft {tations in the company’s fervice. 


It was a great point of policy among all concerned in this usreftrained 
trade, to deter the governor and council from animadverting upon the 
conduct ^f their agents, particularly within the province of Bengal,, 
wherethe debility of the country government opened fill fairer profpeéts 
of. advantage. Mr. Bolts, upon thefe occafrons, diftinguifhed himfelf as 
the great leader of feditionm, and no fooher was Ramnaut proved to have 
committed more than ordinary violence, than he became this gentleman’s 
T agent, confidant, and friend. 


In the year 1765, complaints were made by the inhabitants of Maulda, 
and the adjacent country, of cruelties and oppreffions committed by this 
man, of a nature fhocking to humanity. Not only depredations on pro- 
perty, but various means of torture were ufed for the purpofe of efe&- 
ing his interefted defigns. Many particular crimes being proved by the 
oaths of witnefles, as likewife by the confeflion of Ramnaut himfelf T 
the council directed him to be imprifoned, until fatisfaétion fhould be 
made to the perfons injured. The fruitful brain of this man foon de- 
vifed the means of his releafe. He pretended that he was only the agent 
of an Englifh gentleman ; that nothing had been done without the direc- 
tion of his mafter, who had received the money ; and that he was utterly. 
unable to make fatisfadtion,’ unlefs he firft recovered the money from that 
gentleman. Undertaking to fatisfy thofe he had wronged, Ramnaut was dif. 


According to his own account 90,0001. Preface to Confiderations, p. 12. Mr. Bolts 
arrived in Bengal in the fummer of the year 1760, and refigned the company’s fervice in Ne- 
vember 1766; during which time he was only a junior fervant, and far below the rank ofc 
cil if the prefidency. 

+ The great intinfacy fubfifting between them appears from Confiderations, D. 99, to 1C4. 
Mr. Bolts is defired to fecurc his effects to become refponfible for payment of money, &c. 
+ The particulars appear upon the records of the companv. 


charged. 
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charged from confinement to,profecute a fuit commenced in the Mayor’s 
court. After much time elapfed, it evidently appeared, that he never had any 
ferious intention to proceed in his action; but while at liberty he had devifed 
another trick, which he hoped would intereft the governor in the fafety of 
his fortunes. He purchafed, in July 1766, a quant#y of 4alt, which had been 
configned to Mr. Barwell, near Maulda, in November 1765, onthe account 
of Mr. Verelft, who was then difpofing of his mercantile property in the coun- 
try; and became afterwards farther indebted on the fale of fome boats. 
The purchafe was made in the name of Bogwendafs, and it was not 
before 2 5th OGober, 1766, that Mr. Verelft was informed, in a letter from 
Mr. Barwell, that Ramnaut had intereft therein t; finding thefe evafions 
infufficient, in April 1767, he applied by letter to the governor, for 
leave to ** lay his cafe before the juries at the next fellons,” now for the 
firt time accufing Nobckiflen of extorting money from him during his 
former confinement. He received affurances that the ftricteft juftice 
fhould be done him; but as the affair of Gocul Sonar, and alfo the ftory 
of the bramin’s wife, juftified every precaution, he was confined by a 
guard in his own houfe “ to prevent his being tampered with, and in- 
« {tructed in his evidence, until he could be examined bythe committee t}.”” 
This paffed on the 15th of April. When he was examined on the 18th, 
the falfehood of the whole charge became evident beyond a poffibility of 
doubt. The demand of money was made by a man, whom he had never 
feen“hefore or fince; whofe name he had heard, but did not remember. 
He gave Nobekiffen a ring, valued at 14,200 rupees, yet could not pro- 
duce a fingle witnefs who had feen this ring in his poffeffion ; and the 


© Where an European was concerned, the council thought it neceflary to proceed with cau- 
tion, and remit the affair to the ordinary courts of juflice, who had not fufhcient power to re- 
prefs the evil. Had this charge again t Mr. Gray been truc, the mayor's court could only have 
obliged him to refund the money, and the penal jurifdicticn of the court of fefhons extends 
little beyond the limits of Calcutta. _ l 

+ Ramnaut had applied to Mr. Verelft, in the month of Auguft, for his intereft in procur- 
ing leave for his return to Maulda, on account of a fhare he had in the purchafes made cf that 
- tleman by Bogwendafs. “This pretence Mr. Verelft then confidcred as a mere artifice 50 ob- 
tain his releafe. . . 

t See this letter in Confiderations, p- 100, 101. This was not a fubject of enquiry before 
that court, to which he withed to fubmit it; but had the complaint been founded in truth, the 


committee could havc donc him ample j uftice, and punifhed the offending party. 
man, 





GOVERNMENT IN BENGAL, gc 


man, of whom it was bought, equally- unknown, was gone to Dehly. 
The moncy was given in private. His fervant, who carried another fum 
in gold Mohurs to Nobekiffen, was gone to Maulda. He had related this 
tale to his own fervants, and many others; yet not one perfon could he 
name. He had prefied for the payment of his debts, pleaded po- 
verty; yet never mentioned thefe extortions by which it was occafioned. 
Afraid to complain at the time, he had ventured to do this at the diftance 
of a year and half, although his enemy continued in his former employ- 
ment, He had not even mentioned the fubjeét before the sth of April 
to his’ friend Mr. Bolts, who then drew his paper of complaint. 
Nobekiffen was now called. The’examination of Ramnaut being read 
in the prefence of both, Nobekiffen remarked the inconfiftencies of his ac- 
cufer, and pointed out the means by which fuch * a tranfa€tion might be 
proved, if it had ever exifted. He then concludes his defence in thefe words, 
“ after he had (as he pretends) corrupted me with more than the fum 
< he was ordered to refund, he was ftill fubjec&t to the demand; 
“ whereas, by a proper application of his money, he might have ferved 
“ every purpofe without my afliftance. What probability, gentlemen, 
“ is there in this ftory? You are the judges.” Ramnaut having heard 
the defence, contented himfelf with declaring, that he could not prove 


any circumftances, as the whole tranfaction was carried on with the 
greateít privacy. 


Tired with his artifices, the committee, at length, orde: 
be delivered over to the country government, that he mi 
to make fatisfaction to the perfons he had iniured ; 
particular directions not to molcit him on 
which {till remains in part unpaid t. 


‘ed this man to 
ght be compelled 
ind the governor gave 
«c€ unt of his own debt, 


Let, tpon 10 better evidence than a 


fuppofed letter from this Ramnaut, does Mr Bolt derive t charge againtt 


* © Moncy tranfietions in this country are ol iniuen tto b cor sb’. A] } t} cents are 


i 
in fpe ie A ran ot any conf quence has ò nimb'r of Pe Paro .t Tea, tl mih who 
han! it pafl s an! bv whom his accounts jek pi Dell™ Nol te es. utd to have calle, 
as no receipt, or ptyment, could be made unknown to Her 
t Appendix, p. 2c . 


l Mi 
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Mr. Verelft; but it is the perpetual misfortune of the two friends, 

Ll + o d 7 
Mr. Bolts and Ramnaut, that no one can give credit to their accufations, 
without fuppofing a general combination againft them. 


Another complaint is of violence done to “ certain Ar.nenian mer- 
“ chants, of eftablifhed credit and reputation, who, lıke many hundreds 
“ of others, had been long eftablifhed in India, and were at this time 
peaceably engaged in carrying on their own mercantile bufinefs in the 
** dominions of the nabob Sujah al Dowlah*.”’ The truth is, that the per- 
forts here fpoken of, were the + agents of Mr. Bolts, and acknowltdged 
by him as fuch in his letter to the fele& committee about this period ; 
although Mr. Bolts having been indulged with time for near two years 
after his refignation of the fervice, and aflifted in colleéting his effeéts, 
had repeatedly promifed, particularly the year f before, not to engage in 
any farther concerns in the country. ‘Inftanees of the like inconiiftency 
are not unfrequent with the author of Confiderations. Mr. Bolts, in 
Bengal, makes an extravagant ufe of the Englith influence, and endea- 
vours, by every artifice of fictitious rumours and deceitful correfpond- 
ence, to increafe his own importance, together with that “of his agents, 
for the purpofe of private emolument, in a manner injurious to the 
company, dangerous to our poffeffions, and deftru€tive of the peace 
of the country §: nay, in an information delivered at the quarter feffions 
at Calcutta, upon oath, he there denominates himfelf « a loyal fub- 
s 7e&# of Great Britain.” Yet, when he is called upon by the Englith 
Faft India Company to anfwer for an interference with their exclu- 
five trade to India, their zealous and devoted fervant is not afhamed 
to plead, that as an aen he is not the obje&t “of thofe laws made for 
the protection and fecurity of that company in whofe fervice he went farft 

* Confiderations, p. 106. 

+ Mr. Bolts, according to his own declaration, before the committee of the houfe of com- 
mons, had one hundred and fifty of thefe agents; fuch were “ the merchants of e/fablifhed credit 
and reputation.” 

+ 1m his letter to the felect committee, dated February 11, 1767, entered op the proceedings 
the third of March following, Mr. Bolts has the following words, “ J affure you, gentlemen, upon 
“ my honor, that 4 have not lately, and fhall not enter into any new inland concerns; and that I fhall hold 
‘© none, but fuch as I have already been fometime engaged in,” Appendix, p. 194. No. 100. 

§ Appendix, p. 204, &c. particularby No. 155. 
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to India: A plea wluch the Court of Exchequer in Engla.td treated with 
the contempt it deferved. In Bengal Mr. Bolts makes his black fervant 
fign the new covenants with his name, hoping thereby to evade the 
obligation. This being difcovered, he applies with abject meannefs to the 
fub-fecretary, Mr. Baber, clandeftinely to deliver the covenants fo ex- 
ecuted, out of tne public office, for the exprefs purpofe, as he then de- 
clared, of re-executing the fame* The reafon given by Mr. Bolts for his 
firft default, is curious. It feems he had taken an oath net to fign co- 
venants. Being detected, he was neverthelefs eager to violate this facred, 
though voluntary, obligation. Yet he now attempts to juftify his can- 
duct, becaufe a lawyer has lately corrected his former error, by inform- 
ing him, that his fignature, being made with his confent, muft be con- 
fidered as his own act. 


In the fame fpirit is conceived the account given of the Armenian 
merchants. He reprefents the general orders to have been particularly 
directed againft certain individuals, ‘* greatly interfering with the private 
« views of the governor and fome of the council}:’’ yet Mr. Bolts knew 
thefe to have been only a repetition of the like orders, ineffectually 
iffued, in confequence of rciterated commands from home f; and that the 
governor, in faét, was neither direG@ly nor indirectly engaged in trade, 
from which he was reftrained by a folemn oath, and by a bond with a 
lirge penalty §. The author of Confiderations affirms, that all Armenians 
were prohibited from trading or tranfporting merchandize out of the pro- 
vinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla. He well knew that experience of 
the turbulent, intriguing fpirit of thefe people || during Mecr Coffim’s 
government of Bengal, and the frequent complaints of Sujah al Dowlah, 

* Mr. Baber’s afidavit, Appendix, p. 209. No. 126. Vide alfo No. 152. 

+ Confiderations, p. 109. 

t Vide Appendix fiom p. 179. Tf the dates of the feveral orders of the directors and of the 
refulutions of the council and committees thercunon be attended to, it will appear that the fen- 
timents of all partics both at home and abroad have been the fame upon this fubject. 

$ The purchafe of diamonds for the remittance ef the governor’s private fortune to Europe, 
and for that purnet: oniy, is excepted in the oath. This however has no relation to de 
mentioned by Mr. Belts. 

i The Armenians sfemble Europeans in activity and vigour beth of nrind and body, for 
this realon, they were employed in tke moft important ofiees, civil and military, by Meer 

For the fame reafons they were the propereft infliuments for our traders. © 


l 2 had 
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had proved tiem fo capable of embroiling us witn the neighbouring 
powers, by ufurping the name of Englifh agents, and abufing the in- 
fluence thereby obtained, that it became neceflary to confine the com- 
merce out of the provinces, to fuch as, difclaiming the Englith protec- 
tion, were contented to be wholly fubjeé&t to the laws of chat country 
wherein they refided. The conduct of fome Armenians would have juf- 
tified a general prohibition; but the truth is, that thofe who would. 
trafick upon, thefe terms, were never interrupted. The reader who will 
recollect the numerous evils produced by the private trade of the com- 
pany’s fervants, and abufe of the Englifh power during Meer Caffim’s 
adminiftration, will not be furprifed to find Sujah al Dowlah expreffing 
the moft extreme folicitude, thac the like pra€tices might never prevail 
in his dominions. At the fame time, he was cautious of iffuing any or- 
ders, which might create the fmalleft fufpicion of a difagreement be- 
tween him and us; nor would he take any meafure which might poffibly 
offend the Englifh gentlemen, but in conjunétion with our government ` 

He was extremely defirous that whatever was done refpecting Englifh 
agents, fhould be wholly the act of the governor and council; but when 
thefe gentlemen, apprehenfive of ill confequences to themfelves, where 
they had no legal authority, declined a diredt interpofition, he yet in- 
fifted that our people fhould be the immediate inftruments in an a& 
which otherwife might wear an hoftile appearance. Accordingly, thefe 


Armenian gomaftahs were feized by our fepoys under the direction of 
Sujah al Dowlah’s officers. 


Soon after the recovery of Calcutta, the fubfequent defeat of Serajah al 
Dowlah, and the eftablifhment of Meer Jaffer, the power of the Englith 
traders in Bengal was feverely fclt by the natives, and greatly contributed 
to the diftrefles of Meer Jafher’s government, which, in the year 1760, 
afforded a pretence for a new revolution in favour of Meer Coffim. This 
evil continued rapidly to increafe, and in the year 1762, Mr. Haftings, 
in a letter to the governor, exhibits a truly deplerable picture of the 
country. ‘* I beg Icave to lay before you a grievance, which calls loudly’ 
—~ for redrefs. I mean the opnreffions committed under the fanétion of 
« the Englifh name, and through want of fpirit in the nabob’s fubje&s 


Appendix, p. 186. No, 82. 
Lo to 
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to oppofe them. “tis evil, I am wel affured, is not confitied to our 
dependents alore, but is practifed all over the country by people af- 
fuming the habits of our fepoys, and calling themfelves our gomaftahs. 
As, on fuch cccafions, the great power of the Englifh intimidates the 
people from fiftance, fo, on the other hand, the indolence of the 
Bengalees, or the ity of gaining accefs to thofe who might do 
them juftice, prevents our having knowledge of the oppreffions, and 
encourages their continuance, to the great, though unincrited. fcandal 
of our government. 


« I hawe been furprifed to meet with feveral Englifh flags, flying in 
places which I have paffed, and on the river I do not believe that I 
paffed a boat without one. By whateyer title they have been affumed 
(for E could only truft to the information of my eyes, without ftopping 
to afk queftions) I am fure their frequency can bode no good to the 
nabob’s revenues, the quiet of the country, or honour of our nation, but 
evidently tends to leifen each of them. 


« A party of fepoys who were on the march before us, afforded fuf- 
ficient proofs of the rapacious and infolent {pirit of thofe people, when 
left to their own difcretion. Many complaints againft them were made 
me on the road, and moft of the petty towns and {erais were deferted at 
our approach, and the fhops fhut up, from apprehenfions of the fame 
treatment from us.’’ 


The fubahdar Meer Coffim, about the fame time, complains that the Eng- 


lith agents plundered his people, injured and difgraced his fervants, and ex- 
pofed his government to contempt. They had eftablifhed numerous factories, 
and fetting up the Englifh colours, opprefied the ryots, or hufbandmen, the 
merchants, and people of the country. ‘* Every Bengal gomaftah makes 


st 


ck 


a difturbance at every factory, and thinks himfelt not inferior to the 
company. In every purgunnah, every village, and every factory, they 
buy and fell falt, beetle-nut, ghee, rice, ftraw, bamboos, fifh, gunnils, 
ginger, fugar, tobacco, opium, and many other things more than I 
can write, and which I think it needlefs to mention. They forcibly 
take away the goods and commodities of the ryots, merchants, &c. 

s fo- 
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“s fora ..urth part of eit value, and, by ys of violence and op 
« preffions, they oblige the ryots, &c. to give five rupees for goods 
“< which are worth but one rupee; and, for the fake of’ five rupees, they 
bind and difgrace an aflammee, who pays one hun red rupees mal- 
guzarree *, and they allow not any authority to m y fervants; the of- 
** ficers of every diftri& have defifted from the exercife of their func- 
“ tions; and every one of thefe gomaftahs has fuch power, that he im- 
“ prifons the collector, and deprives him of all authority whenever he 
« pleafes.”” 





Such was the ftate of the country, which proved the immediate caufe 
of our war with Meer Coflim; immediate, for as there could be ne 
choice, but of abfolute dominion, or intire fubjeétion, he had certainly 
refolved, from his firft acceflion, to refift the power of the Englifh, and, 
in lefs than three years, had well nigh obtained that independence, to 
which all the meafures of his government were evidently direéted. 


Mr. Bolts arrived in India in the year 1760, and we foon find him a 
principal figure amidft the groupe of traders. The extent to which this 
gentleman engaged, and the moderation with which he conducted him- 
felf, will be beft known from his fortune of ninety thoufand pounds, 
gained within fix years, together with the extreme eagernefs with which 
he endeavoured, upon all occafions, to degrade the authority of the go- 
vernment, and prevent any effectual protection being given to the na- 
tives T. 


Among the private perfons who ufurped the office of their fuperiors, 
Mr. Bolts was very early diftinguifhed, who wrote in his own name to 
the fouzdar of Purnea t, threatening the nabob’s officers with the effect 
of the Englifh power. Mr. Vanfittart § obferves, “ of courfe every merchant 
- will take the fame authority ;” and very juftly adds, ‘t that this intire 


* The rents, or land-tax. 
+ Appendix, p. 203. No. 114, and p. 208. No. 124, &c. &c. 
t Inthe year 1762. Sec Mr. Vanfittart’s Narrative, Vol. IL p. 209. Appendix, p. 19r. 
N. 94- 
- See Mr. Vanfittart’s Minute, in his Narrative, p. 250. Wol, IT, 
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levelling and eqoualit will not be for the ¿vod of the company’s af- 
fairg T 


ae 


To level all d ftinctions, to intimidate the governor and council, and, 
by clamour, to onfine them within the ftri@ letter of laws, calcu- 
lated for a very different ftate of fociety, has ever been the conftant ob- 
jet of thofe, who, from motives of private intereft, wifhed to abufe 
that influence which the name of Englifhman was alone fufficient tg confer. 


Notwithftanding Mr. Bolts was reprimanded by order of the court of 
directo s ın the general letter to Bengal, received in July 17647; yet, in 
the year 1765, we find. him exercifing { fummary jurifdiction in his. 
own caufe, and confining a merchant fer three days, whom, at length 
he was compelled to releafe. He was foon after this, fufpended from his 


appointment at Benires, but the trade of a country, yet unexhaufted, 
was too lucrative to be eafily relinquifhed. 


The November following, Mr. Bolts refigned his ftation in the fervice, 
and was about this time elected an alderman and judge of the mayor’s court 
in Calcutta. Herg therefore commences his furious zeal for reformation, 
and, in the beginning of the next year, he was actively engaged in the 
complaint againft Nobekiffen, which ended with little honour to the au—. 
thors. ‘Ihe public concerns of Mr. Bolts never intruded upon his pri- 
vate cares, and infinite arts were tricd to prevent a difmiffion of his 
agents from the dominions of Sujah al Dowlah. The great diftance 
from Calcutta gave to falfehood the weight of truth. Various rumours 
were therefore propagated, which Mr. Bolts endeavoured § to fupport 
by his correfpondence. At,one time, Mr. Bolts was returning to Benåres 
with the moft extenfive powers. At another time, thefe people were 


Mr. Bolts tclls us (Confiderations p. 82.) that ** the governor, by the eftablifhed rule of 
‘ the company’s fervice, isthe perfon to whom all correfpondence, by letter er otherwife, with 
“ the country powers is committed, and the only perfon inthe fervice to whom iuch corref{pon- 
‘t dence of any fort is allowed.” One of the many reafons for Mr. Bolts being fent to England, 


though very low in the ferxice, was his arrogating to himfelf this eslablijbed author ity of a go- 
wernor. ‘ 


+ See the extract of this lettcr, Appendix, p. 192 No. gs. 
t This appears from his own letters entered in the confultations of the council in ieoruar 7, 
1765. § Appendix, p. 2c4. No. 155. 
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taken into Mr. Rumbold fervice, and a letter was on the road from . 
the council, that none fhould be licenfed as Englifh gents but them- 
felves. While fuch arts were employed to influence he mind of the 
nabob of Oude, the war upon the Coaft had drained th: treafury of Ben- 
gal, and the moft alarming accounts were ind:-4ri- ally fpread of the 
inftability of the company’s affairs. Allured by the tempting occafion, 
Sujah al Dowlah began to liften to the voice of ambition. Coja * Ra- 
fael, forthe fake of intelligence, was taken into his fervice, through the 
influence of Meer Muthallah (formerly phyfician to Meer Coffim, and, 
at this time, retained by the nabob of Oude) who likewife cofre{fponded 
with our patriot at Calcutta t. When the ftorm blew off, the dread of our 
power revived. Sujah al Dowlah, again regarding the Englith agents as 
a fource of contention, applied to our commanding ofhcer at Allah-abad, 


for their removal ; and both parties, being now equally fincere, it was 
foon effected ft. 


That Mr. Bolts was a party to thefe practices cannot be doubted, when 
the reader is informed of a confidential letter written by that gentleman 
to Monfieur Gentil, a Frenchman, high in Sujah al Dawlah’s confidence, 
in which, he fays, “& I have written a letter to the nabob, to whom I beg 
“ you will give my humble refpects. There is arrived an Englith Furope 
« fhip, and another French one. The affairs of our company are in 
‘“ great agitation before the king and parliament of England; and accord- 
“ ing to the letters I have received, there is a great probability that my 
“ partner Mr. Johni{tone will come out governor on the part of the king ||.” 


Such was the conduct of Mr. Bolts and his agents, which produced at 
length the removal of the latter from the territories of Oude ; and after, 
every other expedient had been tried to reclaim a man, who appeared 
determined to facrifice all public duties to his own interefted purfuits, and 
who hid actually prefented to the grand jury an information againft the 


* M. Bolt ’ agent, now in Enghint. 
+ Ayyoniix, p. 189 No. 8d. p. 2 3. No. 113. and p. 204. No. 145 
41 Ap; diy p a5, No’ 52. 

Appendix, p. 203. No. 114. 
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governor, counc ., aiu commander ir chie for endeavouring to reftrain 
hig -pernicious practicés, Mr: Bolts himfelf was fent to England. Inftead 
of punifhing oja Gregory and Johannes Padre Rafael as they deferved, 
fuch was the idle lenity of our government, that they immediately re- 
ceived their liberty, and every affiftance was offered to colle& their effects, 
an affiftance probably unneceflary, as they chofe to depart for Europe. 


That the meafures of our government were fufficiently vigorous and 
decifive upon this, as upon other occafions, it might be difficult to prove; 
but, when Mr. Bolts had been indulged with near two years, after his 
refighation of the fervice, to colle& his effects; when the public authority 
had been employed, arid letters written by ‘the governor to Bulwant Sing, 
and.the nabob of Oude,- requefting their affiftance for the fettlement * of 
this affairs; it was furely no very ruinous oppreffion to fend away that 
gentleman by force, whom the moft folemn promifes, repeatedly given, 
could not engage voluntarily to depart for Europe. The governor and 
council were indeed mminal. It was criminal, for a moment to fuffer 
the refidence of a man, who, independent of other demerits, had cor- 
refponded with every rival, and every enemy of the company; who had 
engaged with Mr. Vernet, the Dutch governor, to monopolize the cloth- 
trade of Dacca t; who had fcandaloufly evaded the execution of covenants, 
which, as a fervant of the company, he was bound to fubfcribe f; who 
had attempted one, and actually fucceeded in feducing another, inferior 
fervant, to betray his truft, in delivering papers out of the office ; who 
had, from his firft arrival in India, carried on a trade deftruétive to the 
peace of the country ; who, in fupport of this trade, had threatened the 
officers of the Nabob ||, and had iffued his proclamation in the ftile of a 
fovereign §; whofe agents, by their intrigues inthe dominions of Sujah al 
Dowlah, and by falfe intelligence received from their mafter, had endan- 
gered the peace of India || To fuffer fuch a man in Bengal, was furely 


* See extracts of the prefident’s letter, Appendix, p. 195- No. 103, 104. 
_t Appendix, p. 196. No. 108. 

tq Appendix, p. 209. No. 125, 126. 

} Appendix, p> 101. No. 94. 

§ Appendix, p. 208. No. 124. 

4 Appendix, p. 7; 186. No. 82, 88, 93, 113, IIS. 
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criminal. But if fuits are m w commenced in our co tts of law, if pe~ 
titions are prefented to the houfe of commons, and unw rrantable pre~ 
judices are induftrioufly fomented, what might we expat, had ample 
juftice been done to the company and to the nation? 


Enough has been faid to fhew that the evils complamed of in Bengal, 
have arifen rather from the inability of the governor and council to 
reftrain the daring and pernicious projects of private intereft in others, 
than from a rapacious fpirit in themfelves. Had the higher fervants of 
¿he company, as the author of Confiderations would with us to believe, 
been alone the oppreflors of Bengal, the evil could not have ex- 
tended far. But when the rapacity of all who afiume the Englifh name, 
18 let loofe upon a harmlefs and inoffenfive race of men; when every at= 
tempt of the governor and council to reftrain thefe lawlefs traders, is re- 
.prefented as a violation of property, and infringement of thofe laws by 
which only Europeans can be governed; and when this fpirit, fupported 
by interefted men, proceeds fo far, that the governor, council, and com-. 
-mander in chief, are prefented to the grand jury as confpirators againft 
the life and fortune of an individual; we muft not be furprized if gen. 
tlemen relax fomewhat in the exercife of new, unknown, and quef- 
tionable powers, however neceflary to the welfare or fafety of the pro~ 


VInNcCe, 
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Cc O et. A Ee I. 


A general View of the Affairs of Bencar from the Capture 
of CALCUTTA, in 1757, to the Grant of the Dewanny to 
the Inpra Company, in 1765. 


HEN a portrait is prefented to our view, thofe acquainted with 





the original readily pronounce upqn the degree of fimilitude in 
the copy. They eafily perceive the whole to be unlike, and can even dif- 
cover where the fmaller traits of truth, in particular parts, are made fub- 
fervient to the purpofes of falfhood ; yet would it be difficult to make a 
by-ftander comprehend the manner in which each feature was perverted. 
I have neverthelefs endeavoured to prove, in the introdu€tory difcourfe 
prefixed, that the picture which Mr. Bolts has exhibited of Bengal man- 
ners bears no refemblance to the real ftate of affairs, or to the condu& of 
thofe concerned. After all, perhaps, the beft means of deteéting mif- 
reprefentation, is to contraft it with a faithfullikenefs. To delineate juflly 
the fubject, fhall therefore be my next attempt. 


The reader muft not, however, expect a laborious detail. It is more 
confiftent with the delign of this work, to give a general map of the 
country, leaving to others the tafk of tracing the more minute divilions. 
To afford a compendious view of the Britifh affairs in Bengal, the tirit 
chapter will contain’a fhort hiftorical deduction; becaufe in this flux of 
events, the reader will difcover thole fituations to which the condué pt 
men muft refer, and by which alone their merits can jufily be tried. 


The neceffity of an exclufive company, the expediency af uniting the 
commerce, the political power, and the revenucs in the fame hands, are 
(o evident trom confidering the diftance of the countries, the genius of 

7 is the 
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the inhabitants, and the natur of the trade, and are 0 fu ly evinced by the 
experience of other European nations, that he who wants conviction upon 
thefe firit principles, may relinquith all farther enquiry. Tc fuch men this 
work cannot be addrefled. Yet even thefe may be informec, that the ex- 
chequer receives annually four fifths of the profits gained by the company ; 
the proprictors of Eaft India ftock one fifth; while the property of the latter 
has been employed in fuftaining the power of Great Britain, and wrefting 
all dominion from her enemics in Afia: that if the company has occafion- 
ally obtained the proteétion due to every fubje& from the ftate, it has like-. 
ife given an affiftance which no other fubjeéts could afford, has tavifhed 
its own wealth, and rifked its own fecurity in * national contefts, in 
which the company’s interefts were by no means involved. 


The ambition of the French firft drew the Englith into the field. The 
ftruggles maintained for many years upon the coaft of Coromandel, pre- 
pared a force, in the conduét of which colonel Clive had been eminently 
diftinguifhed +. Upon the capture of Calcutta, in the year 1757, he was, 
without regard to his rank, unanimoufly chofen for the command of 
that expedition, which, to reftore the company’s affairs n Bengal, was 
immediately undertaken. The tranfactions of this period have been al- 
ready related by t others. Let it fuffice here to obierve, that Calcutta was 
retaken, and Serajah al Dowlah concluded a peace with the Englifh, which, 
through the timid irrefolution of the Nabob, and the ability of our com- 
manders, Admiral Watfon and colonel Clive, was happily improved to the 
deftruction of the French fettlement at Chandernagore. Certain intelligence 
was afterwards received of Serajah al Dowlah’s detien to extirpate the Eng- 
lifh, whenever our forces fhould return to the Coaft §.. Hoftilities therefore 


* The war which enfued when the proffered neutrality upon the coaft of Coromandel was 
rejected, the expedition to Manilla, Ke. | a 

+ Sce Mr. Orme’s Hfoiyte Before this period colonel Clive had received many honourable 
teftimonies of his eminent fervices, particularly in 1754, the directors voted that a fwoid fet 
with diamon is of ihe valuc of five hundred peunds {1 « uld be prefented to hiin. 

t Mr. Scrafton’s Reflections on the Government of India, &c. 

§ Sce Introduction, p. 16, 17. 


again 





GOVERNMENT IN BENGAL. 45 


again commenced. The uature of the government, the character ofthe prince, 
and the univerfal diftruftewhich from thefe cautes prevailed, afforded abundant 
occafions of intrigue; and enabled Mr. Watts and colonel Clive, to whom 
the whole conduct of this bufinefs was committed, to cherifh a difaffec- 
tron, which prevented any effeCtual meafures for defence on the part of 
the Nabob. Our army advanced within thirty miles of the capital, un- 
affured of affiftance, but a want of confidence in the enemy’s camp, with 
the advantageous {fituation of the Englifh, afforded an eafy viétory to a 
handful of troops; and Meer Jaffer, in purfuance of a previous treaty, 
was immtdiately proclaimed Subahdar of Bengal * 


Thus a train of events led us into a delicate fituation, replete with 
the feeds of jealoufy. Meer Jaffier, educated in the habits of a Moorifh 
court, diftrufted a moderation to which he had never been accuftomed, 
and which, probably, was little confonant to the diétates of his own mind. 
Various ichemes of independence were occafionally adopted, all of very 
difficult execution. To balance.-European powers againft each other was 
a dangerous expedient; yet, by inviting the Dutch, he feems at one pe- 
riod-to have embraced it. Inthe mean time the Englifh, contented with 
their prefent advantages, interfered not in the affairs of government; 
but the difficulties in which the nabob was involved, foon obliged him to 
call for their affiftance. 


Every thing in thefe countries depends on perfonal charaéter. Before 
this is fully eftablifhed, rebellions are frequent, in which the death of the 
rebel can prove only a leffon of caution to fucceeding governors, who re- 
gard him as the victim of*an unfortunate ambition, rather than the pro- 
per object of punifhment. Upon thefe occafions negociations commonly 
enfued, but. the Koran was pledged in vain. Colonel Clive therefore, at 
the defire of the nabob, guaranteed his engagemen‘s with feveral power- 
ful, fubjeéts. A ftrict obfervance of treaties am uft all the —udtions which 
hoth parties coyld employ, eftablifhed our credit in the country; and 


Appendix, p. 143. No. 39. 
taught 
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taught men to regard the Enelith faith as the beft fecurity of their lives, 
their honours, and their fortunes. Subfequent events, in which Meer 
Jaflier was inatched, by the affiftance ef colonel Clive, from the verge of 
deftruction, fully fecured his confidence; and, fenfible of our attachment, 
he difmiffed part of that unwieldy * army, whofe mutinies were formid- 
able to the prince, while they performed little fervice in the field. When 
the Dutch arrived, the nabob refufed them permiffion to land. Perfift- 
ing in thr enterprife, they were afterwards defeated by our troops, affift- 
ed by fome Indian cavalry. 


In this fituation of affairs colonel Clive returned to Europe, Mr. Hol- 
well fucceeded him in the government, and very early complains of a want 
of confidence, which his own intrigues t had occafioned, propofing a revo- 
lution as the beft means to obtain a perfect reliance upon Englifh faith. 
Mr. Vanfittart adopted the views of his predeceffor, and Meer Jaffer was 
depofed within a twelvemonth after colonel Clive left the country. The 
difputes on this fubje& I fhall forbear to revive. 


By this revolution { the company obtained an acceffion of revenue. The 
number of their troops gradually increafed. The influence of indi- 
viduals grew with the national power, producing numberlefs diforders 
throughout the provinces. A trade was carried on without payment of 
duties, in the profecution of which infinite oppreflions were committed. 
Englifh agents or Gomaftahs, not contented with injuring the people, 
trampled on the authority of government, binding and punifhing the na- 


Amounting toeighty thoufand men. 

+ A packet from this gentleman to the Shaw Zadah, who was then in arms againft Meer 
Jaffier, was intercepted by the latter, after Mr. Holwell had entertained the project of a revo- 
lution. If we may judge of this from a former letter, in which the Shaw Zadah offered a ** carte 
«© blanche if we would withdraw our afliftance from this doer of evil,” the fupport of Meer Jafhier’s 
government was not the fubjecét of this correfpondence. Vide Mr. Holwell’s letter to colonel 
Caillaud, dated April 1760. That Mr. Holwell entertained the projeét of a revolution 
from his firft accefGen to the goverment, has been evinced by Mr. Scraftonin his ** Obferva- 
“ tions on M,. Vanfittart’s Narrative.” ‘The proofs adduced by Mr. Strafton are extraé?s from 
the correfp »ndence of Mr. Holwell, as publifhed by himfelf in his *¢ Addtefs to the Proprietors 
** of Ind'a Stock,” publifhed for Becket. The letter here mentioned is contained in page 28, 
29. of AIr. Holwell’s Addrefs, which was printed in 1764, 

t.A. D. 1760. 
bob’s 
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bob’s officers, whenever.they prefumed to interfere. This was the imme- 
diate caufe of the enfuing war with Meer Coffim, but the real fource of 
this conteft for power remairs yet to be explained. It was impoffible 
that Meer Coffim thould reft the foundation of his government upon our 
fupport. Self-defence taught him to look for independence, and he fought 
it in the blood of all who had enjoyed the Englifh protection. Ramna- 
rain, the Naib of Patna, was among the number of thofe for whofe fafe- 
ty our faith had been pledged, whofe deftru@tion was therefore refolved 
on. After bribes had been tried in vain, with the gentlemen who com- 
manded at Patna, after every art of intrigue had been employed during 
feveraf months to no purpofe, the mifreprefentations of the nabob, fup- 
ported by the influence of Mr. Vaniittart, at length prevailed in council, 
and the Englith fupport was withdrawn from this unfortunateman. Meer 
Coffim’s views now became evident; for Ramnarain, having loft our pro- 
tection, was foon after put to death. From that hour, no perfon of rank 
would venture to correfpond with the Englifh, and we no longer had a friend 
in the country. Meer Coffim wjthdrew to Mongheer, where, by difcip~ 
lining his troops, he prepared for a ftruggle, which he moft certainly me- 
ditated from his firft acceffion; while in his correfpondence with the go- 
vernor, he conitantly ufed the language of a man whofe exiftence de=- 
pended on the breath of the Englith. 


On the other hand, a majority of the council viewed with jealous eyes 
every act of government. They confidered all refiftance to the privilege they 
claimed, as a fettled determination to fubvert the power of the company ; and 
paffion thus uniting with intereft, they urged a meafure of national policy 
with the little peevifh petudance of a perfonal quarrel*. In truth it very 
-early became fuch. WMeer Coffim, n the orders iffued to his officers, di- 
tinguifhed between the trade of his friends and of thofe who oppofed him, 
treating individuals with indecent reproach. Whilft the leading members 
of the council, regarding him as a public enem~, had reOolved to annihi- 


Y 
* The minutes oLfome gentlemen in council, immediately preceding the ruptura with Meer 
Coffim, abundantly juftify this obfervation. Mr. Verel{t himfeif, in the years 1762 nd 1763 
being abfent from Calcutta, can fpeak only from public papers. 


late 
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late his power. With fuch difpofitions on both ftdes war was ines itable, 
but the moderation of Mr. Amyatt and fome few others fora time fui- 
pended its commencement. 


This gentleman, who amidft the violence of party rage was univerfally 
beloved, offered himfelf as a deputy on the part of the Englith, to nego- 
tiate what he thought a peace. Refpected for his integrity by Meer 
Coffim, whofe elevation he difapproved, and whofe independence he op- 
pofed, it was hoped that his character might give weight to the embaffly, 
and convince the Nabob of our fincere inclination to fettle amicabry the fub- 
jects in difpute. Meer Ccflim, able, vigilant, and enterprifing in the 
cabinet, was a coward by nature. While the deputies were with him at 
Mongheer, he might probably flu€tuate in his councils, and hefitate to 
draw the fword *. But the fituation to which he had deliberately advanced, 
rendered a retreat at this time impoffible. During the courfe of nearly 
two years, he had induftrioufly involved every officer of his government 
in contefts with the Englith, and laboured to make his own quarrel the 
common caufe of his fubjects. Such was the effects of this policy in inflam- 
ing the minds of the natives, that to the laft hour of the war, not a man 
of any confequence deferted his ftandard. 


Had the army marched three months fooner, Meer Coflim muft have 
implicitly fubmitted; but an unfortunate delay, when negotiation could 
no longer be of ufe, occafioned the lofs of Patna, together with one third 
of our troops ft. The Nabob about this period put the two Seets to death 
for their fuppofed attachment to the Englifh; und fuch was his implacable 
fury, that an hundred and fifty Englifh prifoners were inhumanly but- 
chered by his exprefs command f. After a more vigorous refiftance, than 


See various! ers of the av~uties in Mr. Vanfittart’s Narrative, amorg other papers, from 


p. 214 to 2-5. Vol. II. 
+t Thr e hundred Europeans and five hundred Sepoys. 
t Tv o brothers, rich bankers; at the fame time he deftroyed every confiderable man who had 


the fi:ghteft communication with the Englifh, 
we 
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we-had ever "Dlr experienced, he Was at length completely defeated, 
and. Meer Jaffer agair poffeffed the fubahdarry of the three provinces. 


Meer Jafher, however, did not obtain that plenitude of power which 
his predeceffor enjoyed. Limited by treaty in the number of his troops, 
he was not permitted to remove his court without advifing the council ; 
and they at firft intended to make him a mere pageant in captivity, by 
ftipulating the conftant attendance of a body guard from tHe * Englith 
army. Ample provifion was made upon this occafion for the intereft of 
private straders, and Meer Coffim’s edict, abolifhing all impofts upofi 
commerce, was refcinded, that our gentlemen might remain the only 
merchants in Bengal. Thefe effential points being thus atchieved, the 
much talked of regulations to reprefs the violence of Englith agents were 
in terms declared the fubjeét of future deliberation t. 


If the country government had been oppreffed before, it was now anni- 
hilated. Meer Jaffier was proclaimed in July, 1763. In January, 1764, 
Mr. Gray, refident at Maulda, wrote to the prefident, “ fince my arrival 
** here, I have had an opportunity of feeing the villainous praétices ufed 
“& by the Calcutta gomaftahs in carrying on their bufinefs. The go- 
« verament have certainly too much reafon to complain of their want of 
« influence in therr country, which is torn to pieces by a fet of rafcals, 
« who in Calcutta walk in rags, but when they are fent out on gomaftah- 
« fhips, lord it over the country, imprifoning the ryots and .merchants, 
« and writing and talking in the moft infolent damineering manner to the 
s fouzdars and officers.” Nor was the mifchief confined to a particular 
fpot; for Mr. Senior, chief at Cofiimbazar, wrote the March following to 
the governor, “ It would amaze you, the number of complaints that 
& daily come.before me of the extravagancies committed by our agents 
*s and gomaftahs, all over the country.” Such were the effe&ts of this 
trade. Yet the article in the treaty with Mee~ jafher, which eftablithed 


* This article was in the treaty firit prefented to Meer Jaffer, but changed a his defire to 
a ftipulation that the Engiith troops fhould attend-him when wanted. Appendix 1 No. 48. 
Art. 5. and the treaty concluded, p. 160. No. 49. Art. 7, , 

+ See Appendix, p. 160. No. 49. 
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the extun prion. from duties, although condemned By the diretores, was 
afterwards tranfcribed into the treaty with, Nudjum af Dowlah, in February, 
1765 t. : : 


, When Meer Jaffer was dying, he declared his fon, Nudjum al Dowlah, 
bis fucceflor; but fuch a declaration could have little effe@, until an 
acknowledgment of him as Subahdar was procured from the Englifh. No 
fooner was he death of the father known in Calcutta, than the acceffion 
of the fon became a fubje@& of treaty. The uneafinefs expreffed by the 
{ormer determined the council to remove all poffibility of future cogtention. 
To effectuate this purpofe, after confirming all former treaties, Nudjum 
al Dawlah by the fourth article is difarmed, ftipulating that he will rely upon 
the company’s forces, and maintain no troops but fuch as “ are immediately 
“« neceflary for the dignity of his perfon and government, and the bufinefs 
« of his colleGtions through the provinces.” Even thefe troops were not — 
continued under the direction of the Nabob, who, by the fecond article, 
“« agrees to have a perfon fixed with him, by the advice of the governor and 
= council, in the ftation of Naib Subah, Who fhall have immediately un- 
.* der him the chief management of all affairs.” He farther engages 
that Mahomed Reza Cawn, on whom this truft was conferred, fhall not 
be difplaced “ without the approbation of thefe gentlemen.” By the 
third article, under the terms of paying ‘“‘ a proper regard to reprefenta- 
** tions, when improper people are intrufted,’” a general power of ap- 
pointing or difplacing all officers at pleafure is vefted in the governor and 
council. Having thus provided for the public fervice, the gentlemen of the 
deputation were not inattentive to private intereft; about two hundred and 
thirty thoufand pounds being diftributed, under the * denomination of pre- 
fents from the nabob, Mahomed Reza Cawn “the minifter, and a rich 
banker, Jugget Seet. Mr. Verelft, hearing a report in the country, which 
led him to fufpe& that our declaration in favour of the Subahdar was delayed ~ 
by the negotiation ef ;his laft mentioned bufinefs, wrote to one òf the 














+ Apper six, p. 164. No. 52. Au. 5. í 
+ Mahoraed Reza Cawn affirms that thefe fums were not voluntarily given. This the 
Englih gentlemen deny. Perhaps the reader, who confiders the encreafed power ofthe Eng- 


lifh, m:y regard this as a verbal difpute. | 
deputies, 
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deputies, difclatming any fhare for himfelf, and reprefenting the difgrace 
which fuch tranfaGtion muĝ neceflarily bring upon all concerned * 


Orders had before arrived for executing the new covenants to prevent a 
receipt of prefents; which orders the fervants were bound to obferve by 
their firt engagements with the company. Governor Spencer and his 
council thought thefe orders * not fo f peremptory as to exclude them 
« from expoftulating with the court of dircctors.”” This expoftulation, 


Extra& of a letter from Mr. erell to Mr. Middleton, one of the deputies on the acceffion of Nudjum 
eal Dowlah to the Subahdarry of Bengal, dated Iflam-abad, the feventh of Marih, 1765. 
« Some rumours have f{pread abroad that a prefent is intended the council on the new ac- 
« ceflion. I hope there is no truth in it. I fhould be forry there was a thought, at fo criti- 
« cal atime, of any fuch thing; for it muft efitail, on every one concerned, thé world’s fe- 
«c verelt cenfure.”” 


Extra& of a letter from Mr. Middleton to Mr. Verelft, in anfwer to the above, dated Moradbaug, 
the eighteenth of March, 1765. 

« I have been told that the nabob intends a prefent to all the board, but am not quite cer- 
é tain of it. If fuch a thing be offered, I cannot, my friend, fee the leaft impropriety in ac- 
« cepting of it ; cuftom, and the conduct of one of our worthieft men, juftifies it. When 
Meer Jafħer was firit raifed to the fubahdarry, the board received a prefent from him, and 
«& were not cenfured ; and, it is well known, that the old gentleman has fince confidered 
«& fome of his frieads *; and, it mult be allowed, that the prefent nabob receives his po- 
«s yernment from our hands, as his father did. Lf any thing of this kind was to be offered in 
« confideration of fervices to be done, or any kind of bargain made before hand, it would be 
“& highly improper to take it, but when it is given for what we think right, I do not, -for my 
“ own part, fee the leaft harm in it.” 


Extraé& of a letter from Mr. Verelft to Mr. Middleton, in reply, dated Iflam-abad, the twenty-eighth 
of April, 1765. 

¢¢ The nabob has an undoubted right to reward fuch perfons as he may think have been fer- 
«¢ yiceable to him, without reproach to him or them, provided it is not a contraét firft made for 
« fuch fervices, and the perfons no ways actuated in their proceedings by the expeétations of it. 
<< The long delay made of our declaration in the nabob’s behalf, and a rumor that a prefent 
e was expected to be made to the board, gave, in my opinion, too much reafon to the world 
«© to think that it wasa prelimm@ary article. If fo, I muft entirely difapprove it. As a mem- 
‘© ber of the board, and, as tuch, one intended to be confidered, 1 Mall only fay, I muft de- 
« cline fuch a confideration; as Iam not fenfible of any fervices | have rendered the prefent 
« nabob, to merit a pecuniary reward. ‘The old nabob (Meer Jaffer) | knaw has been fome- 
& times genercus to his fiiends, nor do I think them wrong in acce; ting his favours; for, as 
¢¢ many examples as I have heard, they were real.y defervirg of them. I might, if 1 had 
€ chofe, been confidered in this number; but I had many rea‘ons that made me decline it.” 

+ Sec a letter from Meflrs. Leycefter and Gray to the court of dircétors, dated the twenty- 
ninth of September, 1765 Authentic papers concerning Índia affairs, p. 132. 


Po 
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® Alluding to the legacy of five lack of rupees left by Meer Jafier to lord Clive, Pich was fettled by 
his loidfhip as a fund for the fupport of difabled officers and foidicrs in the company a Icrvice, and of the 
widows of officers and folders, 
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however, was totally forgotten, no notice being taken of the covenants, 
either in the council books or general letter. The execution of them was 
deferred * till lord Clive’s arrival,- to come under confideration with 
“the other regulations directed in the letter of the*firft of June, 
1764, when they hoped to be better informed of the final refolves of 
“ the directors.” Yet thefe gentlemen were abundantly alert in conclud- 
ing treaties, productive of fuch fruits; although lord Clive was every day 
expected, and they were ft already informed that he had been chofen by 
the whole body of proprietors to undertake the charge of their affairs, full 
powers being given to him jointly with a felect committee.. 


We have continued the relation of political tranfaGtiions with the fuccef- 
five Subahdars of Bengal, that the reader may fully comprehend the pro- 
greflive increafe of the Englith power to the final eftablifhment of that go- 
vernment f, which has fince prevailed under the influence of our governor 
and council. It will now be neceffary to look back to the meafures pur- 
fued againft foreign enemies, as thefe were produétive of that fituation, 
to which the fubfequent treaties refer. Major Adams had driven Meer 
Coffim out of the provinces, who retired into the neighbouring dominions 
of Oude, when death deprived the company of this gallant and experienc- 
ed officer. Upon the alarm of thefe commotions, Sujah al Dowlah, the 
Subahdar of Oude, advanced with an army to the borders, where he 
might probably have been contented with partaking the treafures of Meer 
Coflim, had not a mutiny among our troops given birth to new hopes. 
Elated with the profpe&t of an eafy conqueft, and impreffed perhaps with 
an apprehenfion of ambitious defigns on our part, he refolved upon hofti- 
lities,, and took the field. The mutinous difpof:tion of the Englifh army 


* The fame letter, p. 137. 

4 This was by the letter of the firft of June, 1764, in which the directors exprefsly fay, that the 
appointment of a felect committee fhould not prevent the council taking proper meafures for the 
general exccution of the covenants. 

t It is very remarkable that this arrangement, which has been called in derifion the double 
government, was cftablifhed by the very men who have fince reproached lorg Clive and the fe- 
le& committee with this meafure. In truth it grew out of the fituation of affairs, but fome 
gentlemen {cem 1.%t to have adverted thereto, until they felt it as a reftraint upon their own pur- 
fuits. 


rendered 
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rendered it imprudent ut this time to hazard a general aétion, but Sujah al 
Dowlah was nevertheléfs repulfed in all his attempts. ‘The troops, by a 
well timed feverity, begun by general Carnac, and happily purfued by 
his fucceffor, being afterwards reduced to obedience, major Hector Mun- 
‘ro, in the nextcampaign, obtained the important victory of Buxar. 


This advantage was farther purfued, until the King*, finding the af- 
fairs of his allies declining, deferted their caufe, and joined the @enly power 
‘capable of fupporting his pretenfions to the throne of Dehly. A {cheme 
was now*’adopted of obtaining for the company a grant of the zemindarrye 
of Bulwant Sing. The other dominions of Oude were to be conquered 
for the king, and his poffeffion to be fupported by the Enghfharms$. A 
plan more abfurd can fcarcely be imagined; but the fubfequent furrender 
of Sujah al Dowlah to general Carnac‘, enabled the felect committee, on 
whom the conduét of affairs devolved, to effect a very different arrange- 
ment. 


The revenues of a country at the diftance of feven hundred $ miles 
from Calcutta, could afford little advantage to a trading company; while 
fuch a fituation withdrew their forces from the prote€tion of that com- 
merce, which could alone render poffeffions in India beneficial to Great 
Britain. Political connections without the provinces mifled the attention 
of our government from national objeéts, at the famc time that it opened 
a field of private ambition, which might probably have marched an Englifh 
army to Dehly. Torelinquith fuch profpeéts was no facrifice of intereft. Yet 
the reftoration of territories to a vanquifhed enemy removed the apprehen- 
fions entertained of our ambition, and convinced the princes of India 
that we could have no deffgn to enlarge our pofleffions beyond the pro- 


So the Mogul has been ufually denominated. 
§ Appendix, No. 5. A. B.C. 
+ Who now a fecond time commanded the army. 
$ Thefe revenues muft have been exhaufted by perpetual military operations, in which fuch 
a fituation would have involved the eompany, or, what is worfe, proved a fund of peculation to 
corrupt their fervants: ‘The diftance would have rendered the military expences enormous, the 
detection of frauds impofhble. 
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54 A VIEW OF THE ENGLISH 


vinces of Bengal. ‘Fhis point being refolved, the means ‘of accomplift 
ing fo detireable an obje@, without betraying the honour of ‘the com- 
pany, employed the attention of the feleét committee. Their inftru@tions *` 
to lord Clive and general Carnac will fully explain their views. Had 
the territories of Oude not been reftored to Sujah al Dowlah, his great abi- 
lities and high character throughout the empire would have made him, 
when driven to defpatr, a troublefome, if not a dangerous, enemy. None 
other could have maintained the poffeffion without our affiftance, much lefs, 
like him, have tormed a fecure barrier againft the northern nations. The 
greater part of his dominions were therefore reftored ; and as eur former 

engagements rendered a defertion of the King oala with the na- 
tional honour, he was eftablifhed in the country of Korah, with part of 
the province of Illah-abad. The payment of twenty-fix lacks of rupees an- 
nually from Bengal was alio ftipulated by treaty. Would the King have been 


contented to accepta territory nearer to us, this drain of {pecie might have 
lefs affected Bengal; but his mind was fo intent upon an f expedition to 


Dehly, which the poileffion of Illah-abad feemed to favour, that an intima- 
tion of other terms was received with difguft. Such was the plan adopted 
by the felet committee, in purfuance of which a peace was at length con- 
‘cluded f. The only article of a temporary nature regards fifty lacks of $ 
rupees, to be paid by Sujah al Dowlah, to the company, as an tndemnifi- 
cation of the expences incurred by the war. 


In Bengal, Nudjum al Dowlah, after paying the fums ftipulated by the 
treaty in February, 176, nominally poffefled a revenue of two millions. 
His authority in the country was intufficicnt even for the collection 
of the revenues, without our affiftance, The actual adminiftration of govern- 


* The fubftance of thefe inftru€tions are given in a letter tothe dire€lors, Appendix, p. 6. 


+ Aiter labouring in vain to engage the Englifh, he has at length undertaken this enterprize 
wich an army of Maharattas. 


+ In the fummer of 1765. See Appendix, 176. No. 53. to No. 60. 


§ This fum was grexiy madcquate to our expencey, but it was impofflible to requise 
more without diitreiling the country. 


ment 
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„ment had therefore been piven to a minifter named by the governor and 
couneil, and the Nabob*became dependent for his daily fubfifterice on the 
‘bounty of his mafters. In this fituation he relinquifhed an unafcertained 
demand upon a treafury under the management of others, for a liquidated 
fum, and fifty-three lacks, eighty-fix thoufand one hundred and 
thirty-one f Sicca rupees were fettled, as fully fufficient for all the pur- 
polea of perfonal dignity, and the parade of grandeur. This agreement 
was confirmed by the King, who, fubje& to the feveral paymente to Nud- 
jum al Dowlah and himfelf, granted the dewanny of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Oriffa, tosthe Englith Eaft-India company. 


+ U we review the hiftory of our tranfaétions in Bengal, it cannot efcape 
the moft fuperficial obferver, that there was but one point, in the progref{- 
five aggrandizement of the company, at which it was poffible to have 
flopped, before the force, revenues, and government of the country were 
united in the hands of the Englifh. When Calcutta was taken, felf-de- 
fence involved us in a war with the Subahdar. Our firft fucceffes proving 
the fuperiority of European difcipline, made us the obje& of his fears; 
and nothing but gn incapacity of effeéting his purpofe could deter any fuc- 
ceflive Subahdar from attempting our deftru€tion. This incapacity was 
happily effected by engagements taken at the defire of Meer Jafher, with 
Ramnarain, the Naib of Patna, and fome others. Had thefe engage- 
ments been religioufly obferved, the Englifh would have ftood, like the fe- 
veral nations in Europe, fecure, not from their own ftrength alone, but 
protedied by the irreconcileable interefts of all around them. No fooncr 
was this fyftem overthrown by facrificing our allies, and furrendering the 
unreftrained dominion of the provinces into the hands of Meer Coffim, 
than a decided fuperiority became the only means of fafety. The condu@ 
of individuals might accelerate or retard, but never could have prevented 
the enfuing conteft for power. Impelled by neceflity, we proceeded to do- 
minion, betore the council at Calcutta feemcd to have underftood the fitua- 
tion to which they had advanced. In what other manner can we account 


t This we may fafely aver was a larger fum than any Subahdar, inthe full Foflefion of his 
revenues had ever been able to appropriate for his own eapence. aA 


for 
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for the remiffnefs of thofe who, upon the death of*Meer Jaffier, neglected - 
to eftablifh the foundations of that fabrick which otr victories had reared ; 
who gave the revenues of a great country into the hands of a boy, ` 
without the means of employing them; the revenues of a country protected 
by our arms, the government of which, by their own treaty, was tranf- 
ferred to themiclves *. Such a fituation might gratify individual avarice, 
but could yield no real benefit to the India company, or to the Britith 
nation. + 


Lord Clive and the fele&t committee judged it neceflary to,obtain a 
grant of thefe revenues to the company, and they were accordingly fur- 
rendeied by treaty. *“ By this acquifition of the Dewanny,” fay the felect 
committee in their letter to the court of directors, * your pofleffions and 
« influence are rendered permanent and fecure, fince no future Nabob 
« will either have power or riches fufficient to attempt your overthrow, 
“© by means either of force or corruption. All revolutions muft hence- 
« forward be at an end, as there will be no fund for fecret fervices, for 
« donations, or for reftitutions. The Nabob cannot anfwer the expecta- 
« tions of the venal and mercenary, nor will the company comply with 
« demands injurious to themfelves out of their own revenues T 


The impolitic arrangement of affairs was among the leaft evils of the 
company’s fituation, antecedent to lord Clive’s arrival. ‘The diffolution 
of government in Calcutta kept pace with that of the country. A ge- 
neral contempt of fuperiors, a habit of equality among all orders of men 
had obliterated every idea of fubjeG@ion. To reclaim men from diffipation, 
to revive a general fpirit of induftry, to lead the minds of all from gaudy 
dreams of fudden-acquired wealth to a patient expectation of growing for- 
tunes, were no lefs difficult in execution than neceflary to the exiftence of the 
company. Large fums of money, obtained by various means, had enabled 
many gentlemen to return to Europe. This caufe, fuperadded to the maflacre 
of Patna, occafioned a very quick fucceifion in the fervice, which encouraged 


* Appendix, No. 52. 
+ Appendix, p. 8. 
a fro- 
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a froward fpirit of independency, and produced a total contempt of pub- 
lic orders, whenever obedjence was found incompatible with private in- 
tereft. To check fuch impatient hopes, where youths afpired to the go- 
vernment of countries at an age fcarcely adequate to the management of 
private affairs, four gentlemen being called from Madrafs, were admitted 
into council. The univerfal difcontent among the civil fervants, which 
had arifen from the late meafures, reftraining the power of individuals, 
was hereby greatly encreafed ; and united with the mutinous fpirit of the 
military officers, broke forth the following year into a flame, which 
threateged deftruction to the Englifh empire in Bengal. 


This event, though among the tranfactions of a later period, may not 
improperly be here explained. ‘The military in Bengal had for feveral 
years enjoyed an indulgence beyond thofe in the other fettlements of the 
company, which firft arofe from the bounty of the Subahdar, when they 
were employed in his fervice. By the advice of an officer, who had long 
commanded the company’s trpops upon the coaft of Coromandel, with 
great reputation to himfelf, and honour to the nation, reprefenting this 
extraordinary allowance as deftructive of difcipline, the dire€tors in their 
public letters had frequently ordered the double batta* to be withdrawn. 
Such direétions in a fettlement, where all idea of fubordination was loft, 
and where the conduct of the fuperior fervants, refpecting their own in- 
tere{ts, could ill be reconciled with a rigid exaction of obedience to the 
company’s commands in others, produced little effect. One feeble effort 
was made, but a remonftrance from the military induced a ready fubmif- 
fion on the part of the governor and council. ‘The {felet committee very 
juftly conceiving, that a,regard to private intereft would not juftify a dif- 
obedience to the f pofitive injunction of their fuperiors, refolved to carry the 
meafure into immediate execution. The reduction of batta, if right in itfelf, 


A repetition of this command was among the particular inttructions to Jord Clive in 
1764- 
+ Under the eftablifhment of this double batta, a captain's commifion produced little fhort 
of one thoufand pounds per annum ; when reduced, it was worth from fix hundred and fifty 
to feven hundred pounds, as appeared upon the action of captain Parker agaifit lord Clive. 
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was peculiarly proper at this time, an amyle fund being juft provided by the 
cRtablifhment of lord Clive, ror the fupport of inyalids, and the widows of of- 
ficers who died in the fervice, at the fame time that the admitiance of field- 
officers to a fhare in the falt fociety opened a reafonable proipe&t of eafy 
fortunes to thofe whofe rank intitled them to fuch an expeétation. No 
fooner were the orders iflued for effecting this reduction, than frequent 
meetings were held among the officers, a regular correfpondence eftablifh- 
ed between*the three brigades, into which the whole army had been di- 
vided ; and a combination formed to compel a fubmiufion to their demands 
by a general refignation of all their commiffions. They bound tlremfelves 
by the moft folemn oath to fecrecy, engaging under the fame fanétion to 
preferve by force the life of any officer, whom the rigour of a court-mar- 
tial might condemn to death. Each man entered into a bond to refign his 
commiuffion under the penalty of five hundred pounds; and that every in- 
ducement to a recantation of thefe engagements might be effeétually re- 
moved, a fum, faid to be cighteen thoufand pounds, was fubfcribed for the 
unfortunates who fhould not be reftored, egch officer contributing according 
to his refpective rank. Defirous of uniting their caufe with that of all 
who oppofed the prefent government, they correfponded= with many on 
the civil eftablifhment in Calcutta, and received large promifes of fupport 
likewife from this quarter. Such inviolable fecrecy did the officers obferve, 
that a letter from fir Robert Fletcher to lord Clive, dated a few days be- 
fore the refignation, brought the firft intelligence of a confpiracy, which 
had for its object the diffolution of our army, and confequent annihilation 
of the Englifh power in Bengal. A difcovery of this plot on the eve of 
its execution, affording no time for delay, lord Clive and two other mem- 
bers of the fele&t committee, then at Muxadavad, haftily aflembled. Judg- 
ing it impoffible to concede the point in difpute, without furrendering the 
government into the hands of mutineers, they inftantly determined to 
perfevere in fuch vigorous meatures as the {fituation of affairs demanded. 


At Mongheer, where the plan had been formed, the European foldiers 
actually took to their arms; but by the affiftance of fome fupcrior officers, 
who, upon the firft intelligence, haftened to join the brigade, and by a 

prudent 
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prudent difpofition df two companies of black troops, whofe fidelity had 
been previoufly fecufed, the mutiny was happily fuppreffed. By a diftri- 
bution of honorary rewards to the non-commiffioned officers, bya artful 
commendation of the black commandants, and a {mall advance of pay for 
two months, the troops were brought to a proper fenfe of their duty; and 
the confederate officers, who encamped at a little diftance to await the 
event, were compelled to depart for Calcutta. ‘The attachment of this 
brigade being confirmed, and a {mall fupply of officers obtained among 
fuch as would accept commiffions, lord Clive, with a few others, haftened 
to giv¢ their affiftance in the two more diftant divifions of the army. 


On the part of the mutineers defpondence anc fubmiffion now fucceed+ 
ed to sage. All were ready to folicit what a little time before they had 
contemptuoufly rejected; and many of the leaft guilty, after a proper in- 
terval, were re-admitted into the company’s fervice. The moft active 
ringleaders in fedition were put under arreft, in order to take their trials 
as foon as a reftoration of order and difcipline would permit the comman- 


der in chief to affemble a proper number of officers, untainted with the 
* general guift. 


An erroneous interpretation of the act of parliament for punifhing mu= 
tiny and defertion in India, fuggefted a doubt refpecting the jurifdi€tion 
of a court-martial, which probably preferved many delinquents from a 
fent death. ‘The act fubjects thofe to martial law, who have con- 
tracted to ferve the company, and it was conceived that the bare accep- 
tance of a commiffion formed no contraé, but that this could only be 
done by az expre/s engagement to ferve for a limited time, or an actual re- 
cept of pay Some punifhments of an ignominious nature were inflicted ; 


e Mr. Bolts afferts that Mr. Parker failed in his ation principally, becaufe it did not appear 
that lord Clive knew ofhis confinement. The contrary is notorioufly true, and was fully proved 
upon the trial by written evidence, and by the teftimony of lord Clive’s fecretary. But the coun- 
fel defpairing of fuccefs upon the avowed merits, laboured to affect lord Clive with a wilful 
unneceflary delay of the trial, and prolongition of captain Parkers confinement. This del y 
was explained in the manner above mentioned. If Mr. Bolts will Inureprefenta trial in Fneland, 
’ which many were prefent, what account may we expect of afans in @ remote country like 
mela? 
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but the court, diftrufting their own authority, would not venture to touch 
the lives of the offending parties. The fentenges paffed upon individuals 
were verally confirmed. Yet the governor and council thought it unfafe 
to permit the refidence of military men in India, who now became def- 
perate by the failure of their enterprize. Such therefore as had not been 
reftored to the fervice, were directed to depart for Europe. Had thefe 
gentlemen been willing to enter into a verbal engagement, no violence 
would have*been ufed; but obftinately refufing to comply, a military 
guard furrounded their habitations until they chofe to furrender; when 


tlfey were conducted on board the company’s fhips under failing: orders 
for England 


The reader may perhaps think that an evafive defence was a real ag- 
gravation of guilt. Thefe gentlemen however chofe again to agitate the 
queftion of jurifdiction; and the fupport of a party fpirit gave cvery ad- 
vantage to the caufe, which induftry, united with eloquence, could afford. 
Two cafes were fele&ted, which from peculiar circumftances of hardfhips 
were deemed the moft proper fubjects of declamation before a jury. Two 
actions were commenced againft lord Clive in the court of king’s bench. 
In both the plaintiffs failed. It was here admitted, that the acceptance 
of a commiflion formed an indefinite contract with the company: but the 
counfel argued that this might be determined at the will of either party, 
and being determined by the refignation of the officers, no jurifdiction re- 
mained tothe court martial. They forgot that even civil ons could 
not be diflolved by one party without a reafonable notice, proportioned to 
the nature of that fervice in which he was engaged. That the Britith le- 
giflature had adopted a diftinction formed by the common fenfe of man- 
kind, and had drawn yet clofer the ties of military fubjeétion. They 
overlooked that neceffity, which induced the free citizen of Greece and 


Thefe are the tranfaétions which the narratives, publifhed in Mr. Bolts his Appendix, re- 
pr@fent.  ‘Thefe narratives, when ftripped of their declamation and illiberal invective, only prove 
that fome of the officers were fo obftinate as to live feveral davs amid{t their own filth rather than 
furresitler ; that ten cf a grand jury, as abfurd as themfelves, were difpofed to imdiét the prefident 
and a and that after various expedients had been tried, they were obliged to purfue 
their voyage to England. 


Rome 
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Rome to forego his independence, and fubmit his life to the arbitrary will 
of a man, to whom at home he was equal, whom perhaps he himfelf had 
commanded in a former campaign. In fhort, they contended that irtfe- 
rior officers might difband an army, whenever they individually thought 
fit to retire. 


The very idea of military fubordination is by a rigid difcipline to com- 
bine the force of numbers, and create an habitual implicit fubmiffion of the 
ftrength of many to the inftantaneous direction of one mind. This prin» 
ciple, bygwhich the real feverity and apparent cruelty of martial law cane 
alone be juftified, might,perhaps have authorifed an opinion, that no of- 
ficer can ever refign without the exprefs permiflion of his commander. 
The four judges of the court of king’s bench, unwilling to decide more 
than the particular caufe required, eftablifhed by their unanimous judgment 
this pofition: “ That a military officer inthe fervice of the Eaft India com- 
“ pany has not a right to refign his commiffion at all times, and under all 
“¢ circumftances whatfoever, whenever he pleafes.” The application of this 
maxim to the particular cafe, proved, that, if it was not lawful to refien 
under all circumftances, it could not be permitted under a combination with 
others to diftrefs his employers, which Mr. Juftice Yeates declared to be 
“« highly criminal, and that a legal obligation could not be diflolved by 
«an illegal act.”’ 


3 


T sader ill, in the relation here given, difcover the rife, motives, 
and tem er of that party, who, forgetting their former opinion both of 
men and things, have laboured to mifreprefent the condudt of thole, whote 
greateft crime appears to have been a continual unremitting oppofition to 
the interefted defigns of others. ‘* Two paths,’’ days lord Clive in his 
letter to the direétors, * were evidently open to me, the one {imooth and 
« ftrewed with abundance of rich advantages, that might cafily be 
« picked up, the other untrodden, and every ftep oppofed with obftacles.”’ 
A paffive condua@t, he fays, might have been “$ attended with the ufual 
« douceur, of Maring largely with the reft of the gentlemen in all do- 
« nations, perquifites, &c. arifing from the abfolute government and 
« difpofal of all places in the revenues of this opulent kingdom.” He 

adds, 
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adds, ** the fettlement in general would thus have been my friends, and 
“‘ only the natives of the country my enemies.’™ His lordfhip and the 
felet committee chofe the honourable part, to encounter the odium of a 
whole fettlement in difcharge of what they deemed their public duty. 
And we may fafely pronounce, that it muft have been at leaft their inten- 
tion, expofed as their conduét was to the jealous eyes of difappointed men, 
to tread warily in the path which they had chofen. 


» Let us now return to take a view of the meafures purfued in fupporting 
that weight of power and influence, which the company had at length ob- 
tained. The reader will recolleét, that by the treaty concluded before lord 
Clive’s arrival, the government of the Nabob was completely fubjected to 
the Englifh council at Calcutta. To uphold our authority was become 
the only means of fafety. Yet a farther advance to the aCtual immediate 
exercife of dominion was little lefs impraéticable. The number of civil 
fervants was {carcely adequate to the neceffary accumulation of the com- 
pany’s bufinefs, much lefs could they have filled the various departments 
of the ftate. Unacquainted with the genius or manners of the inhabitants, 
their laws, or the power of their magiftrates, the Englith were little qua- 
lified for the tafk of government. How could we make the fordid in- 
terefts of the trader confiftent with that unbiaffed integrity, that candid 
humane exercife of power, which muft reconcile the natives toa new 
dominion? In whom refided the authority which Jd effectually con- 
troul them? or give a legal exiftence to fo abfurda fyfte T dele- 
gates of a company, pofleffing no right of legiflation, might inc *ed have 
overturned the then fubfifting government, but never could have fubfti 
tuted any other in its room. This fubject wil] receive a farther difcuflion 
when we proceed to confider the impoffibility of introducing Englifh laws, 
and the nature of thofe regulations, which parliament may, and parlia- 
ment alone can eftablifth in Bengal. The felect committee found the whole 
adminiftration vefted by treaty in one man, removeable indeed upon the 
reprefentation, or rather command of the council. No perfonal objection 
could be made to Mahomed Reza Cawn, who by his ability and induftry 
well deferved his ftation. Yet by an uncontrouled exercife of power he 
became little lefs than a Sybahdar: and had fear, jealoufy, or ambition 
tempted 
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tempted him to tranfgrefs the bounds prefcribed, the fupport, controul, or 
removal of fuch a minifter might have been a conftant fource of intrigue, 
if not of corruption. The felect committee therefore aflociated * Roy 
Dulub, and Jugget f Seet with Mahomed Reza Cawn. A refident at the 
court of the Subahdar was alfo appointed, one of the higher fervants of 
the company, whofe duty confifted in fuperintending the conduct of the 
minifters, and reporting their traniactions to the governor and council. 


* This man was one of thofe, to whom the Englifh faith had been pledged for the preferva- 
tion of his life and honour. During the firft government of Meer Jafher, he was in a coniice- 
rable cemnrand, but being difpoffeiied by the jealoufy of his mafter, he claimed the Engiifl. 
protection, under which he afterwards refided at Calcutta. He was the fngle man connected 
with the Englifh, who did not perifh during Meer Coffim’s fhor: government. 

+ This Jugget Seet was the fon of one of the Seets, two Ercthers who were deftroved by 
Colm fos their fuppofed attachment to the Englifh. 


CHEAN 
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C H A PBP II. 


Diforders in the Collection of the Revenues of BencAt before 


they belonged to the Encuiisn East INpia Comprany, and 
the Caufes which impeded a Reformation. 


HE fubject of revenues in Bengal is from various caufes involved 

in a confufion, which affords little hopes of giving the reader a 
clear comprehenfive knowledge, or indeed of conveying much real infor- 
mation. Different writers agree in nothing, but unmeaning declamation 
in praife of governments, which they have never known, and general in- 
vectives againft men, with whofe motives and fituation they were as little 
acquainted. It can however with certairty be affirmed, that the diforder 
and diftrefs, under which the country yet labours, have their origin in 
the frequent revolutions, which followed the diffolution of the Mogul 
empire, the chaos in which all rights of magiftrates and people were 
confequently loft, and in the unnatural preffure of infatiable demands 
from Europe; not in the mifconduct of men entrufted_with the company’s 
affairs. 


The formal arrangement and apparent order of the Mogi tmpire, 
beautiful in its fimplicity upon paper, is apt to charm the imagination, | 
and miflead the judgment of men, unaccuftoméd to contemplate their own 
{pecies, or to trace the operations ofthe human mind under fy{ftems more 
favourable to its growing improvement. Accordingly this golden age has 
been painted in fuch glowing colours, as would almoft tempt one to place 
the fuggeftions of fancy amidft the materials of hiftory. The authors 
however fometimes forget their high tone of {peculation, and condefcend 
to relate faéts, which refute their own deductions. How happens it, 
amidit the exceflive mildnefs of manners, which under Indian govern- 


ments 
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ments * render laws ynneceflary, that the merchant owed his fafety to a 
military force? How exact muft be the adminiftration of juftice where 
treafon abounds, yet ts punifhed only + in the field? Are men beft taught 
to refpec&t the rights of a citizen amidft the ardours of victory? Or do the 
emotions of refentment againft fuccefslefs rebellion qualify the prince to 
punifh with moderation the demerits of an offending fubje@? In truth 
the condition of a people under defpotic power muft perpetually vary with 
the virtues or vices, the talents or debility of thofe, who fucceffively wield 
i fceptre. If we look for governments which fubfift unaltered by the 

onal charaCter of the prince, fuch are only to be found, where each 
individual poffeffes an independent ftation ih fociety, where the contention 
of different orders has prefcribed the terms of national union, and where 
vigorous minds, the genuine growth of freedom, uphold the authority 
of laws. Without fuch advantages there were yet fome caufes derived 
from the climate and extent of empire, which rendered defpotifm more 
tolerable in India, efpecially under the Moguls, than it ever before ap~ 
peared in the hiftory of mankind. The fubmiffive temper of a timid race 
arrefts the {word of* conqueft; and the people efcape a defolation, which 
not unufually follows a more determined refiftance. Secure, without fe- 
verity, in the indolent temper of his fubjeéts, the victor fears not a revolt 
from any national fpirit, while he views with jealoufy the ambition of his 
fervants. Such a fituation demands the policy defcribed by Mr. Dow, 
and r nders unneceffary for the defpot to delegate his power entire to 


the-g vernors of every province. 








While the Mogul empire fubfifted in its greateft {plendor, fupported 
by the extraordinary talents of fucceflive princes, a diftribution of autho- 
rity might in fome fort prevent its abufe: but even here we may difcover 


the feeds of our prefent difeafe. 


The lands were the property of the crown, and were annually let to 
zemindars, who again parcelled them out to inferior dependents. The 


* Mr. Holwell’s Hiftorical Events. 
+ Mr, Dow’s Enquiry, p. 58. He is there fpeaking, of the Mogul government, 


K ryotts, 
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ryotts, or immediate cultivators, might in fome degree e{cape oppreflion, 
where the demands of government bore a {mail proportion to the extent 
of territory, and where each individual in progreffive order regarded his 
fhare of the produce as a kind of proprium. This fituation of things did 
mot however long continue. The Subahdars, or provincial governors, 
taking advantage of the indolence or debility of fucceeding emperors, and 
uniting every office in their own perfons, were afterwards enabled to 
compromife with the court of Dehly for an annual tribute; which a far- 
ther decay of power in their former rulers foon permitted them to with- 
hold. In Bengal, during this progrefs to independence, burthens ‘mul- 
tiplied on the people; and while a mode of taxation, fo replete with the 
‘means of oppreffion, was preferved, the receipts of the Subahdar bore a 
fmall proportion to the payments of the induftrious ryott. "The violence 


of Meer Coffim in accumulating treafure, and the relaxation of govern- 
ment in the * hands of Meer Jaffer, equally contributed to confound all 


order, and by removing every idea of right, fanctified in fome fort the 
depredations of hungry colle@tors. The feeble reftraint of fear produced 
little effect ; while the encreafing neceflities of a mafter afforded at leaft a 
pretence for an uncontrouled exercife of power throughout every department 
in the ftate. Inferior officers employed in the colleG@ions were permitted 
to eftablifh a thoufand modes of taxation. Fines were levied at pleafure, 
without regard to juftice; and while each felt in his turn the iron rod of 
oppreffion, he redoubled thefe extortions on all beneath uum. T e war 
in which Meer Jaffer was engaged againft foreign enemies, thc ggles 
of Meer Coffim, which ended with his deftruétion, and the ufur rons of 
private traders completed the fcene of univerfal confufion. 


Such was the condition of Bengal when the politicians, who preceded 
the fele& committee, laying proftrate the government of a rich province, 
were employed in obtaining new territories at a diftance of feven hundred 
miles from Calcutta; and with wonderful felf-applaufe were preparing the 
occafion of an unprofitable march to Dehly, The reader is already in part 


Meer Jafher, during the reign of Aliverdi Cawn, was much beloved by his mafter as a 
brave commander; but he wanted indulftry in the adminiftration of civil government. 
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GOVERNMENT IN BENGAL 67 


acquainted with the meafures purfued by the fele& committee. We muft 
now refume the fubje@t, where they entered on this inextricable labyrinth 
of confufion, arifing from the diftraéted ftate of the country, without lights 
or information from others; while their difficulties were augmented by an 
interefted oppofition, and every regulation of the minifters impeded by a 
complication of concerns between European gomaitahs and the zemindars 
or officers of government * 


Independent of the political confiderations, which weighed in preferv- 
ing the Moorifh government, the experience of five years afforded little 
expeatation of an improved adminiftration of revenues under the more 
immeaiate infpection of European gentlemen. Some of the diftri&s ceded 
by Meer Coffim had yet derived no benefit from a change of mafters. On 
the contrary, if credit be due to the reprefentations of thofe employed by 
Mr. Verelft, when a better fyitem was adopted, increafing mifchiefs had 
yielded a plentiful harveft to avaricious men, but had rarely hitherto prov- 
ed anexercife of humanity in thefe new guardians of the people. An ap- 
prehenfion of exciting the jealoufy of European nations might be another 
inducement to avoid as much agpoflible all appearance of dominion. The 
committee therefore refolved to appoint a refident at the Durbar, who, 
without interfering in the actual adminiftration himfelf, might yet con- 
troul the minifters. When this gentleman arrived at Muxadavad, he 
found two of the three minifters bufied in collections without public au- 
thority or account, under pretence of out{tanding ballances due to them- 
felves The fem regulations eftablifhed were, that no collections fhould be 
pernu Sut fuch as were contained in what is called the annual {ftate- 
m and that all monies received {hould be lodged in a public treafury 

three locks. ‘Thefe provifions, however neceffary, offended Roy 
Dulub and Juggut Seet, who declared their intention to retire. The lat- 
ter particularly reprefented the eftablifhment of a public treafury as an af- 
front to his houfe, which had always been entrufted with the receipts and 
difburfements of government. Mr. Bolts neverthelefs affirms him to have 
been appointed the company’s fhroff f; but for this affertion, like the 


* The correfpoxdence abounds with complaints of this nature. Vide in particular the letter of 
Mahomed Reza Cawn, App. p. 181. No. 74. and alfo No, 79. + Confiderations, p. 158. 
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“greater part of his book, we are indebted to the invention of the au- 
thor. — 


The preffing neceflities of the company in Bengal, and the great de- 
mands from our other fettlements, rendered it imprudent to remit any part 
of the revenues. To increafe the burthens of the ryott, or cultivator, was 
at the fame time impoffible, without ruin to the country. The only fund 
of improvement was a diminution of the expence in collecting. For this 
purpofe fupernumerary officers were difmiffed. An exact regifter was 
taken of thofe employed in each diftri&: and by leffening the profits of 
¢ntermediate agents the people were in fome degree relieved from oppref- 
fion, while the receipts of the treafury increafed. 


The uncertain impofts upon commerce had proved a plentiful fource of 
abufe, chokeys, or cuftom-houfes, becoming daily more numerous in 
every part of the provinces. Thefe were now reduced to a ftated number, 
and proper officers appointed to enforce a regular and equal payment of 


duties. 


The fituation of the Englifh refident at the Durbar furrounded by 
people whofe intereft led them to deceive, was fuch as in fuperintending the 
colleGtion of the revenues required extreme caution. Every interpofition 
might produce the moft important confequences; and the novelty of the fcene 
afforded a large field for error. Much information, h ever, obtained by 
tracing many frauds to the fource, aided by experience acqu. ed in tie ma- 
nagement of the company’s lands, where European gentlemen the 
immediate adminiftration of the revenues, might probably given a 
better arrangement in the courfe of a few years: but orders now arrivec 
from England, which precluded a more minute inveftigation. 


It will be impoffible to do juftice either to the gentlemen in Bengal, or 
to the court of directors, without tracing thefe orders to their real fource, in 
the tranfactions of the company in England: but not to diftra&t the reader’s 
attention with too great a variety of matter, I {hall firt explain how the 


revenues chiefly arife, and the meafures purfued by the felect committee. 
The 
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The revenues are chiefly derived from the lands, which are known by 
various denominations.» “Thofe called ryotty are poffeffed by tenants reli- 
dent on the {pot, who by their grants ought to be continued as long as 
they paid their rents. But as larger rents have been frequently exacted, 
an encreafe beyond what a tenant can afford, together with other oppref- 
five demands from his fuperior landlord, or the officers of government, not 
unfrequently compels him to fly from the eftate, on which perhaps his 
family have fubfifted for many generations. 


The comar lands have no refident tenants, but are cultivated by con= 
tract, ¿wich there are many perfons in all parts of the country ready tc 
undertake, if the zemindar, who rents the diftrict, will give proper en- 
couragement. ‘The zemindar ufually advances a fum of money to the cul- 
tivator, who would otherwife be unable to improve and till the land. The 
crops when gathered in are divided according to the terms of the contract 
between the two; but as the indigent cultivator has probably fubfifted by 
means of an advance made by the zemindar, the latter, after fettling all 
accounts, will fometimes obtain the lion’s fhare. 


When the ryott or farmer foriakes his habitation, and encouragement 
is wanted to cultivate the comar lands, both fall occafionally under the 
management of the officers of the government, and are then called cofs 
lands. 'Thefe laft generally decline much in value in the hands of men, 
whofe tyranny driven away the former tenants. By a wretched po- 
licy reffion becomes the intereit of theic, who fhould proteét the peo- 
ple for as it is impoffible that the higher officers of government can 

w what part is really cultivated, the cofs is a never ceafing oc- 
on of fraud in the accounts of inferior collectors 


The emainder of the lands, excepting fuch as are held by the imme- 
diate officers of government, are divided into talocks, jaghires, and 


* Thele particulars are more largely explained in the inftructicns drawn up by the prefident 
for the fupravifors. , Vide App. p. 227. 


charitable 
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charitabte- ér religious donations. ‘The talooks have been in general par- 
tial grante to individuals; and many priviléges āre indulged to the owners, 
particularly -in : their taxation. Jaghires * ave alfo grants from the 
prince, of lands during the life of the grantee, fometimes to his defeen- 
dants. A fmall tribute is ufually referved, the jaghiredars being free from 
every other impofition, The two laft divifions, namely charitable and 
religious donations, have been given for various purpofes by fucceffive 
princes, fome through zeal, .but moft through wanity, and form no in- 
confiderahle part of many diftri€tts. Thefe, by the terms of the grant, are 
ufyally exempt from all burthens. 


Other F Jands!are poffeffed by the zemindars or officers, for the imme- 
diate fupport of themfelves and families. ‘This mode of payment affords 
am ample field for the exercife of fraud and oppreffion. Perpetual en- 
croachments are made, and lands, ftruck out of the government books as 
walte, are very commonly thus appropriated. The poor ryott alfo is here 
forced to labour for his lordly mafter without reward, while perhaps his 
own farm at the fame time remains uncultivated. 


In the provinces of Burdwan and Midnapore, of which both the pro- 
perty and jurifdiction were ceded to the company by Meer Coffim in the 
year 1760, thofe evils, which neceflarily flowed from the bad policy of 
the Moorifh government, had in no fort decreafed. On the contrary, 
a plan was adopted in 1762, productive of cert ruin to the pro- 
vince. The lands were let by public auction for the fhort temm of 
three years. Men without fortune or character became bidawrs at 
the fale; and while fome of the former farmers, un to re- 
linguifh their habitations, exceeded perhaps the real value in their 
fers, thofe who had nothing to lofe advanced yet farther, wifh g at 


O 
all events to obtain an immediate poffeffion.. Thus numberlef ħarpies 


* Jaghires are frequently grants of annual ftipends, iffuing from the revenues of a particular 
diftrict. 

+ Thefe grants much refemble the talooks, and are in fome places clafled under that de- 
nomination. 


were 
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were let loofe to plunder, whom the {poil of a miferable people enabled 
to complete their firt yeaf’s payment. The renter under fo pre- 
carious a tenure could not venture to encourage inferior farmers by ad- 
vancing money, Which is feldom repaid within three years; and without 
this advance, even the implements of hufbandry were wanting to cultivate 
the lands. Great part of the renters, incapable of fulfilling their engage- 
ments, applied to be difcharged within the fecond year, defirous of aban- 
doning their whole property, if they might be permitted to relinquith their 
unprofitable farms. A nominal increafe of revenue had by thefe means 
been obtained ; but fo defective were the aétual receipts, that an un- 
precedented general tax upon the bazee zémeen or charity lands, was 
now thought neceflary to complete the payments ftipulated to the 
company. 


This untoward fituation induced the feleét committee in the autumn of 
1765, to appoint Mr. Verelft fupravifor of Burdwan. It appeared that on 
the fecond fale for three years, bidders had been found for little more 
than two fifths of the lands, the moit beneficial of which were held in dif- 
ferent names by the officers of government, and banyans of European 
gentlemen. The remainder, under the denomination of cofs, fell into 
the hands of collectors, who opprefled the people, bringing what they 
pleafed to account. ‘Phefe laft with a franknefs infpired probably by a 
confidence of ne being refufed, propoied to lay open all their frauds, 
and to divide their profits in fuch proportions as the refident and 
his gents fhould approve. The firt obje& was to remove thefe 

by finding tenants for the deferted lands; and, although 
th feafon was far advartced, many fubftantial people readily engaged 
upon n affurance of not being difpoffeffed. A moderate rent was 
paid -the firft year, a larger the fecond, and on the third the highett 
which had ever before been given; the tenants neverthelefs con- 
fenting to pay any general tax that might afterwards be laid upon 
the whole province. The officers of government were compelled 
to relinquifh either their office or their farm. The burthens of the 
province were diminifhed; and, while each individual reaped the fruits 


of 
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of his toil, the lands were highly cultivated ard improved. The va- 
rious regulations eftablifhed would afford but an unpleafant detail 
let it fuffice therefore to obferve, that the revenue to the company in- 


creafed, while Burdwan in a few years became the moft flourifhing dif- 
trict of Bengal. 


Burdwan province, from the ift of May, 1760, to the end of April, 1770, 
in account with the Eaft-India company’s treafury, for nett revenues, 
paid in, clear of all charges. 


May tothe end of April. Cur. Rupees. 


1760 - 1761 


Cafh received t ~ Eo S ~ 607,482 


1761 - 1762 Ditto 3,841,987 
1762 - 1763 Ditto 39949,167 
1763 - 1764 Ditto 3,986,101 
1764 - 1765 Ditto 3,629,789 
1765 - 1766 Ditto ft 3>567,8 54. 
1766 - 1767 Ditto 4,288,171 
1767 = 1768 Ditto 4,149,471 
1768 - 1769 Ditto 4,158,387 
1769 - 1770 Ditto § $ s 329485037 


The fame regulations were eftablifhed in the other proprietary nds of 
the company, with nearly the fame fuccefs. 


* Vide letter of Mr. Verelft, App. p. 212. No. 13r. 


+ This year the company obtained poffeffion, but only a [mall part of the re enues was 
brought into the treafury, after reducing the rajah. 


t Mr. Verelft was appointed to the fupraviforfhip of this province in the year whe, and the 
effeéts of his arrangement will be feen in the receipts of the fucceeding years, although part of 
the lands being let by auction, his regulations could only extend tothe remainder. It muft alfo 
be remarked, that the duties upon falt, made within the province, which in former ycars made 
a part of thefe revenues, were, after the eftablifhment of the fociety in tle year 1765, paid into 
the treafury of Calcutta. 


This laft was the year of the general famine. 


Midnapore 
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Midnaporesprovince, from May 1760 to April 1770. 


May to the end of April. 





Cur. Rupees. 

1760 + 1761 Cath received ni = ons = 116,925 
1761 = 1762 Ditto < = 8572983 
1762 - 17623 Ditto - ~ 7 432330 
1763 = 1764 Ditto ~ _ 7495777 
1764 = 1765 Ditto = - oe 590,932 
1765 =- 1766 Ditto ~ 732,056 
1766 1767 Ditto ~ - 1,095,388 
1767 - 1768 Ditto - = 884,390 
1768 - 1769 Ditto - ~ 975,051 
1769 ~ 1770 Ditto = = . 92,149 


Calcutta towns, and twenty-four Purgunnahs, from May 1760 to April 1770, 


May to the end of April. Cur Rupees. 
3760 + 19761 Cath received = 730,591 
1761 a 1762 Ditto = = 597-355 
1762. - 1763 Ditto ~ ~ 486,352 
3763 - 1764 Ditto - = 740473 
J 764. = J] 76 5 Ditto - =- 979349 
1765 - 17 66 Ditto - = 6023459 
1766 - 176 Ditto ` - 801,571 
1767 = 1768 Ditto - ~ 1,116,398 
+ 1769 Ditto ~ = 150305464 
- 1770 Ditto - - | - 390225845 


Mr. Verelft took charge of this province in the year 1766, and the increafe of revenue may 
be in the accounts of the fucceeding years. It muft be obferved, that during the three laft 
years, ¢ traordinary expences were incurred to reduce fome rebellious Zemindars upon the bor- 
ders of the province. Thefe expences being deducted, make the fum pard into the company’s 
treafury lefs than from 1766 to 1767 ; but the aQiual receipts never fell fhort of the increafed rents 
eftablifhed during the four laft years. 

+ The arrangement of Mr. Verelft was made in the Satter end of the year 1766, and the in- 
creafed receipts need no other comment than a reference to preceding years. The apparent va- 
riation during former years was owing tothe irregular payment of the Jaghire, the revenues them- 
felves having undergone no great alterations. go 


a 5 Chit- 
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Chittagong province, from January 1761 to April 1770. 


Cur. Rupees. 

Jan. 1761 to Apr. 1762 Cath received * - ~ 728,503 
May 1762 to-Apr. 4763 Ditto - - - 467,368 
1763 — 1764 Ditto ~ - - 420,474 
1764 — 1765 Ditto - - - 404,721 

1765 — 1766 Ditto - ~ - 366,158 

1766 ° — 1767 Ditto = - - 372,830 
1767 — 1768 Ditto - — - 422,706 

1768 — 1769 Ditto - - = 4328540 

17690 — 1770) Ditto - ~ ~ 3933335 


When the dewanny was firft obtained by the company, a want of know- 
ledge, or even the means of immediate information, rendered it impoffible 
to correct the many abufes incident to the eftablifhed mode of colle&ting 
the revenues. Many caufes likewife concurred to make any dire& inter- 
pofition at this time highly impelitic. All power had in effect been tranf- 
ferred {rom the Subahdar of Bengal to the Englifh Eaft India company; 
but the lenient hand of time was neceilary to foften that difguft, and quiet 
that alarm, which foreign nations, as well as the natives, might naturally 
conceive upon fo great a change. The {elect committee cenfidered, that 
fhould they attempt innovations upon the precarious foundation of opi- 
nion, any failure of fuccefs might difarrange the affairs of their employers, 
difappoint their expectatrons, and afford a plaufible ground of complaint 
in England; where men, unacquainted with this very extenfive and cor 
plicated fhibject, would judge wholly by- the event; and where 
plans fucceflively adopted by contending parties might, if the proje 
were too haftily undertaken, remove all probability of future improve- 
ment. Impreffed with thefe fentiments, they very wilely determined ta 
affume the flow but certain conviction of experience for their guide, giv- 


e This year includes great part of the revenue due in the preceding year. Mr. Verelft was 
appointed to the chief{hip the beginning of 1761, and quitted it in 1 7G. T pis province being 
expoied to frequent alarms, the revenues mult flu€tuate more thanthofe in fecure Btuations. 


Bant it may deferve to be remarked that the Subahdars of Bengal feldom received more than two 
hundred thoufand rupees revenue, 


ws 
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mg their firt attention tò thoje provinces, the revenues of which had been 
fubje& to the adminiftration of Europeans from the firft ceffion of thefe 
lands by Meer Coffim, in‘1760. The event correfponded to their views. 
In the year 17695 the condition of thefe laft mentioned provinces formed 
fo ftriking a contraft to the other parts of Bengal, where the oppreffion of 
the ancient government was univerfally felt, that foreigners as well as na- 
tives began earneftly to wilh for a more extenfive reformation. The com- 
mittee thercfore taking advantage of an equivocal permiffion in a letter 
from the court of directors, refolved to undertake this very arduous 
tafk. 


Although the neceflity was urgent, yet the difficulties were great. In 
a country fo fubjec&t to revolution, infinite varieties prevailed in the govern- 
ment of every feparate diftri&. In fome hereditary rajahs preferved the 
appearance rather of tributary princes, than delegates of power; but the 
jealoufy of the Subahdars, and an increafed taxation had left them little 
more than a nominal authority. In other parts again, a forfeiture, or ex- 
tinétion of thefe families, had effablifhed the more immediate jurifdiGion 
of the Subahdar. , Yet here perhaps the zemindars retained their heredi- 
tary rights. The greater part of the country laboured under an wnbounded 
defpotifm, where the late diforders had increafed the evils incident to this 
ruinous ftate. Zemindars and collectors combined together to prevent a 
deteétion of their fra@ds, and, fenfible of their own precarious condition, 
laboured by every oppreflion to accumulate that {fpecies of wealth, which, 
capable of concealment, feemed alone to deferve the name of property ; 
whiæ a lang train likewife of dependents and mtermediate agents fattened 
“on the fpoils of the induftrioas ryott. The mildnefs of European manners, 
introduced by our influence at the Durbar, perhaps aggravated the mifchief, 


by removing in {ome fort the reftraint of fear. 


To attempt a reformation, and at the fame time to preferve the reve- 
nues entire, required a minute local inveftigation. Supravifors were accord- 
ingly appointed to colle& the neceffary information in the feveral divifions 
of the country. The nature of their office, the object of the undertaking, 

*L2 and 
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and the means of accomplithing the bufinc up which they were fent, 
are fo fully explained in the inftru&tions drayn uff by the prefidént, that 
a fatther difcuffion of the fubjeé in this place would unnecefiarily fatigue * 
the reader. It will here be fufficient to add, that fhould the meafure be 
tolerably executed, the board of revenues, which the directors have fince, 
eftablifhed, will find no materials can be wanting to effect a complete ar- 
rangement, and diffufe that. profperity which at prefent fo eminently dif- 
inguifhes the proprietary lands of the company. 


To judge of the conduct of the fele& committee, and their fueceffors, i in 
the management of our revenues and commerce in Bengal, it will be ne- 
céffary to take a view of the fituation of the directors, which, without any 


defanit in them, produced orders the moft ruinous to the company’s 
affairs. 











. When advice of the grant of the dewanny firft arrived in England, a 
party were in poffeffion of the direction, whofe greateft error perhaps was. 
an impolitic profecution of certain gentlémen juft arrived from India +. Had 
they abftained from this a& of national juftice, their power would have en- 
abled them to refift the interefted madnefs of others ; but it was impoffible at 
this time to forefee that the. chancellor of the exchequer fhould confpire 
with a faGion in Leadenhall-ftreet to facrifice equally the intereft of the 
a Shia and that of the ftate. 





The diretves, aware of ‘ve difhculties to be encountered, endeavoured 
to increafe their own authority by removing every fufpicion of priva e in, 
tereft in the opinions which they found it ngceffary to recommend ; an 
very laudably abftained from all } engagements which might leffen their 
influence in the difcharge of their public duty. Every precaution was 
vain. The torrent foon became irrefiftible, and men, ignorant of the 


© See thé Inftrudtions in the Appendix, p. 224, ct feqq — 
+ Fora breach of covenants in the receipt of prefents. 
t Thefe gentlemen had the firft intelligence, and by purchafing tock, might eafily have 


made immenfe gains. Their fcrupulous delicacy and ftric felf-denial ees afterwards upon 
ah examination at the bac of the boufé of commons. 


fubjed 
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fubject, prefuumed to act, until dear-bought expetience evinceagne impoffi-~ 
bility of feparating the intereit of the ftock-holder from that of the com- 


pany. 


At this time many needy adventurers hoped a golden harveft in the 
ftock, and paying an immenfe intereft for money, were difpofed to facri- 
fice every real advantage as proprietors, to the flattering profpe@ of pre- 
fent gain. Thofe fervants of the company whofe fafety depended on the 
overthrow of the directors, ermployed their wealth in creating votes; and 
fome candidates for the direction, to gratify their own ambition, readily 
placed themfelves at the head of fo refpeétable a corps. 


The faction thus formed, fteadily purfued their plan; and having by 
-infimite arts raifed the public expeétations greatly beyond the fize of the 
objet, they fed the common defire of gain with promifes, which igno- 
rance inflamed by paffion could fcarcely hope to accomplith. 


A claim to the revenues on the part of the crown produced a negotiation 
with the minifter, when a contefted eleGtion for directors approaching, 
this troubleforfie fa&tion endeavoured to enlift as many as poffible by flat- 
tering the wifhes of all. They produced a plan of accommodation with 
government, by which nine hundred thoufand pounds per annum were 
promifed to the exchequer, and fourteen per cent. dividend to the proprie- 
tors for fifty years: but fo little attention was paid to the means fuggefted 
for carrying this plan into execution, that the revenue was feparated from 
the trade; and fuch a complication of accounts would have enfued, both 
at home and abr®ad, as muft have caufed endlefs difputes between govern- 
ment and the company, equally injurious to the intereft of both. The 
directors, on the contrary, endeavoured to unite thefe interefls, difcordant 
only to uninformed minds; and, by making the receipts of the treafury 
depend on thofe of Leadenhall-ftreet, hoped to remove every ground of 
future jealoufy. They propofed to give four hundred thoufand pounds, 
or twelve and a half per cent. dividend to the. proprietors, and apply one 
half of the remainder to the payment of the company’s. debts, the other 
moicty to be received by the exchequer. By fecuring a dividend to the 


prpprictors 





38 A.VIEW OF THE ENGLISH 


proprietors in the-firft inflance, the price of ftock+would become as fixt 
and permanent, as the nature of.a trading company would admit :. while 
by appropriating the furplus, all future incre fe dividend would be a 
diftant obje&, and the refolutions of the court of proprietors be no longer 
governed bythe views of ftock-jobbers, or interefts-of the Alley. By par- 
ticipating all advantages with the exchequer a confidence might be efta- 
blifhed, and minifters no -longer receive-every propofal of directors with 
the jealoufy of a rival. A fudden change of:circumftances required many 
alterations ia revenue laws, many ‘new political arrangements: Thefe 
would be undertaken without the embarraffment of diftruft, and execut- 
al as foon as known to be right, without doubting the information re- 
ceived. It is not difficult to prove that had this union been effected, had 
the neceffities of the company not been aggravated by the urgent demand of 
government and proprietors, and had not the trade from this caufe been 
managed with a view to a prefent fupply, an immenfe fum might already 
have.been gained to the company and the ftate. 


The directors had always been -averfe to.an increafe of dividend, until 
the debts of the company were reduced within thofe limits, which the legifla- 
ture had prefcribed, and which their former neceflities had compelled 
them to exceed *. They reprefented, that it was indifferent to the pro- 
prietor, whether he borrowed to divide, ox waited till the money was re- 
ceived in the treafury. They gave it as their opinion that the payment of 
thefe extra debts fhould be the firft application of the returns from India, 
asa voluntary continuance in this excefs might afford fome pretence to 
thofe, who envied their prefent fituation. 'Thefe arguments were addrefi-— 
ed to unwilling ears. A very numerous body of proprietors had little 
.concern beyond the prefent price of ftock. ‘To fuch, an immediate divi- 
-dend became neceflary.: and many others were not difpleafed to fee the’ 
mominal value of their property fo greatly increafed. By a vote therefore 
of the general court an.addition of four per cent. was made to the annual 
dividend. 

* The company are authorifed to borrow a certain fum upon bond, and none in any other 
‘manner. It may ju‘tly be thought that ordinary credit in the courfe of bufinefs is an implied 
exception. But the company, befides delaying all payments, had been obliged to borrow eight 


“hundred thoufand pounds niore than the fum allowed, and paid an intereft for this money. 
This 





GOVEKNMENT IN BENGAL. 79 


This fuceefs ferved v to uicken.the appetite of hungry adventurers. 
Frefh troops pouring in ever day, encouraged their affociates by a new 
accefion: of ftreneth. Heated by oppofition, with underftandings per- 
verted by paflion;. they indulged their imaginations in gaudy dreams of 
wealth, and already begar to talk of fifty per cent. dividend being inade- 
quate to our prefent poffeflions. Impatient of delay in the negotiation 
with government, they anticipated the twelve and a half per cent. which 
the directors had ftipulated in their propofal. Some fervants of the crown, 
thinking this refolution too hafty, introduced into the houfe of commons, 
a bill for Pefcinding their vote, and reftraining the proprietors during one 
year. To remove fo fure an obftacle to the views of thefe adventurers, no 
compliance was thought too great, and the whole party immediately ten- 
dered their fervice to the minifter ; an offer which was readily accepted. 


Mr. Charles Townfend, who, as chancellor of the exchequer, had the 
chief conduét of the negotiation on the part of government, was fully 
fentible of the advantages which night refult to the nation and to the 
company from the,plan propofed by the directors. Several mectings had 
been held, in which the whole was explained, and every objection an- 
fwered.fo much to the fatisfaction ef Mr. Townfend, that he repeatedly 
declared, this was the fingle plan, among the many propofed, which 
could render Bengal trtily beneficial to Great Britain. The directors were af- 
terwards aftonifhed to find a fudden change of ientiments; and that nothing 
could fatisfy the- chancellor of the exchequer but four hundred thoufand 
pounds to be paid yearly, and a total indemnification of one fhilling per pound 
duty on black teas, which amounted nearly to two hundred thoufand pounds 
more. ‘The dircétors refufing to comply with this unreafonable demand, 
{oon learnt, that others were more traétable: and many perfonal argu- - 
ments were ufed, which might induce them to yield tc a neceflity that 
could not be refitted. The directors neverthelefs continued firm in theiy duty. 


Before this lait event the negociation was far advanced, mua this fingle 
difficulty remained, whether, after the dividend of four hundred thoufand 


pounds to the proprietors, one half or two thirds of the re nainder fhonld 
| be 
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he paid into the exchequer. Mr. Jownfet — ated the ftrongeft re- 
monftrances of our directors, met their opponents at the St. Alban’s ta- 
vern, and bartered the bill depending in parliament for a vote of the pro- 
prietors. So eager were this faction in purfuit of their objet, that they 
overlooked the means of obtaining it. After they had carried the minifter’s 
point by an unconditional vote of a general court, they found themfelves 
deceived. A heavy burthen was entailed on the company, while at the 
fame time the reftraining bill paffed the houfe, Mr. Townfend,” the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, dividing in the minority. 


The directors being inforined of the minifler’s alliance, produced an 
unanimous refolution af their court, condemning the intended motion 
as dangerous to the company. ‘Their oppofition was vain, and the mea- 
fure was carried in the court of proprietors by a fimall majority. 


The precedent being oncé eftablifhed, no minifter, whatever might be 
his own fentiments, could afterwards venture to accept, what might be 
deemed by country gentlemen in pariament worfe terms. The fame 
agreement was therefore extended to feven years, after a long and well 
contefted oppofition from the authors of the former plan. Thefe gentle- 
men, deferted and betrayed, yet inainta'ned the ftrugple, unfeduced by flat- 
tery, unawed by threats. By fuch conduct they loft their own eleétion, 
as happened once before, in the year 1763, but without the fame fuccefs 
in the public caule: for ty the firft {lruggle they obtained an alteration 
in the final articles of peace, which excluded the French. trom any mili- 
tary eftabliihment in Bengal, and fecured our prefent dominions in the 
Ealt to the Britifh nation * 


The firft attack upon the company in parliament was led by a 
gentleman, who taiked of forfeiture of charter, and right of conqueft in 
the crown. In fhort he feemed to think that no confidcration of law, juftice, 
or policy fhould deter men armed with power from confifcating fo rich 
a prize. Hut he fpoken merely his own fentiments, thefe would have 
deferved little at.ention. But clofely connected as this gentleman was with 


* The French were by the preliminary articles reftored to all their conquefts. 


the 
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the leading perfon in tù 2t, fuch a language could not fail to occa- 
fion very ferious alarms civolous diftinétions were alfo countenanced 


in parliament to the difgrace of common denfe, while the true ground of 
argument was almoft neglected. Few ventured to contend that, indepen- 
dent of that regard which is ever due to the facred rules of property, 
the pollefion of thefe revenues by the crown might endanger our 
happy form of internal government, but could never produce any real. 
benefit to the Britifh nation. 


Impreffed with thefe terrors, apprehenfive of complaints from foreign 
nations to the Britifh court, which a narrow policy might encourage, 
every application for powers to govern their fervants rejeéted, the direc- 
tors {aw no fafety, but in upholding the Moorifh government in Bengal; 
and {ent the moft pofitive orders to the committce to avoid any exercife 
of dominion. A repetition of thefe commands was the neceflary confe- 
quence of their increafing difficulties, while an oppofing party called for 
new men and new meafures, vaunting the moft magnificent promifes; 
and when a fear of not fulfilling the * engagements of the company ren- 
dered it impracticable to rifk a dimunition of revenues, which were 
now become their only remaining fund : for the profits of the China trade 
had been almoft annihilated by the fame hafty vote that gave the four 
hundred thoufand pounds to government. From this iituation likewife 
flowed a continual fncreafe of the conrpany’s inveftment +, from three 
hundred and fifty thoufand to eight hundred theufand pounds per annum, 
which could not be effeéted without fome degree of violence. An annual 
export of fpecie from Bengal was likewiis neseffary, as from the ur- 
gent demand of government and proprietors it became unpoflible to fup- 
ply the China market with Giver from Eurcpe. “hus in five years next 


fucceeding the grant of the Dewany, Bengal was drained in 








Supplics of bullion tothe other fettlements -..- - = 1,284,008. 
Goods, ftores, bills, &c. to ditto = - -_ = - 620,337 
And cargoes oni our European fips = = = = = = @ 37,266 
Total — am - we - = — Aa +} + f 0 | 


* Amounting to a million fterling per annum. 
+ This term fignifies the gocds purchafed for the Fur@épean maketi, 
h ai 
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State of Bengal Revenues and Charges, fhewing tl’ and nett Reccipts of the Cc n- 


Row- AUCS. 






\ T on ‘Total in 
z Grols ‘Charges, | collec. Total 
tions, ftipends, [Nett receipts ounds 
May April Receipts | ana Tahire. À P revenues P 









¥765 to 1766. 
Calcutta and Dhees and twen- 


-Á 






iter. | 





Cur. RupeesiCur. Rupees Cur. Rupecs 



















































ty-four Purgunnahs 10,61,079 | 4,58,020| 6,02,459 
Burdwan | 40,78,306] §,10,452 | 35,:67,854 i 
Midnapore | 75585253 26,203 7 > 323055 
Chittagong | 436,235 70,077{ 3,060,158 
Muxadavad diftricts 11185965555 35259:993 8 3,303562 Cur. Rupees! Pounds ` 
Dakar province i 18,42,700 | §,01,764] 13,400,936 149,46,024 |. 1,681,427 
1766—1767 200:73»133 |_§1.27,109 | | 
Calcutta aud Dhees, &c. 11,60,378 | 2,58,807 | 8,or,571 | : 
Burdwan §1,01,961 | 8,513,790 | 42,88,178 | : 
Midnapore 10,611,149 55,267 | 10,05,882 
Chittagong 4,833,562 1,C457 32 78s $30) 
Muxadavad 181,54,424 | 79:30,919 |102,173505 | 
Bahar _ 78,608,020 | 19,28,628 | 50,3 30; 5392 | 
(338, 29,494 | 111,98,143 226,31,351 i 
Commiffion paid | vol 163,851 | “6s 3 
1767—1768 _ = i 7:500 | 255279594 
Calcutta and Dhees, &c. 15,63,953 | 40479558 | 11,16 »395 j 
Burdwan 502225579 857 3,18 415495471 i | 
Midnapore 9;50,C93 65,7 3 8,84, 399 | 
Chittagong §31 3,927 O1,0€1 | 4,522,766 ' 
Muxadavad 183,34,265 ; 86,20,1° 8! g7,05,087 | 
Bahar 56, 50,47 3 | 7,85,- .2 | 48.495,706 Lace 
(320571 195 [108,94.;, 420 (21 an 6,875 ! 
Commiiffion paid | __ 23679 38 | 209,68,937 | 2,359,020 
1768—1709 j | 
Cacuia | and Dhees, &c. ret 1,049 4,381,185 | 10,32 as i 
Burdwan 51526035 968,248 | 41,58,37 | 
Midnapore 10,72;479 673427 1 95753051 | 
Chittagong | &12,224 79,6034! 45329540 
Muxadavad 13915935593 | 69,7 79443 i\TC3,21,1 38 | 
Bahar s 62,582,503 | 7:43:95 g | 55:38,515 
1336. 64.072 lI 1407977 = j222350; c95 
Commiuflon paid | Qs 03, 299 213,52,805 234102, IQC) 
1769—1770 | 
Cicuta and Dhees, &c. "114,91,039 | 468,194 | 105;22,845 | 
Burdwan 48 ,6c 5144 09312,3107 | 39548,037 | 
Midnapore 9:59.32! 572172! 9-02,149 | 
Chittagong 4,572,518 gars | 3:98,835 
Muxadavad 170,26,778 | 34,69517 95357+599 
Bahar 48,96,666 | 8.41 sto | 49.5544 497 
297,500,460 | 105,21,504 '158,84,962 


omniiile. Paid 





| (3,152,803 


Cur. Rupees 


SS A — ie 


aa, TEET is i Tae 50, aa 


Lord Clive’s fccond government commenced in May, 1765. He refigned to Mr. Verelftin January, 
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pany’s 1nd Revenues and the Civ Military Charges, from May 1765, to April 1770. 
Charges. 
Military charges 
eh Bengal Iie Lai datach. ieee si oie 
: enga Bengal detach- i 
Charges area hent ra a Total tions charges {ter ° 


the Coaft. 








Cur. Rupees;Cur. Rupees|Cur. Rupees|Cur. Rupees|Cur. Rupees {Cur. Rupees} Pounds 
20,99,822 | 64,32,489| - - - | 64323489] 8,68.237 94,00,548 | 1,057,568 


272139767 | 79693259} - - - | 79,69,259] 10,40,144 |117,23,170| 1,318,856 


245295413 74528, 168 | 10,70,052 | $4,93,220 | 19,78,081 129,05)714 | 1,451,892 
26,209,108 | 75223,277 | 12,528,518 | 87,51,795 | 2407,76;  |137588,668 | 1,551,225 


26,71,986| - = - == a . e = 17,48,229 J 






1290.7 Sto | I 8 
E mated - - ~ | 75,900,169] 913,118 | 85.032871 - - - ? ae a il 
Cur. Rupees 1 25 44,096 |: 1309:43, 302 | 32,11,088 [401,55,050 | 80,542,456 107341,002 653 33.424 | 


1767, who continued in that office to the end of the year 176g. 
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CHAP HIL 


The Money and Coinage of BENGAL. 


H Ee too eager defire of parliament, and the proprietors of India 

ftock, to derive immoderate advantage from the acquifitions of the 
(Company, gave birth to many evils, which a wifer policy, and „more 

: temperate conduct at home, might eafily have prevented. It has already 
been remarked, that this caufe precluded all innovation in the manage- 

ment of the revenues, perpetuating thofe abufes which, derived from a re- 

mote antiquity, had grown to an enormous fize under the government of 

fucceffive fubahdars. Ruinous as thefe were to the induftry of the na- 

tives, the impatient demand upon Bengal, as an inexhauftible mine of 

wealth, fuperadded many other caufes of decline to thofe which already 

opprefied the laborious inhabitants. E ch year brought orders from 

Europe to enlarge the company’s inveft nent, while complaints were at 

the fame time received of the increafing orice of manufaétures, which a 

competition between the French, Dutcl, and Englifh, neceffarily occa- 


fioned, 


It had been the practice of thofe merchants, with whom the Com- 
pany’s fervants made their contracts, to advance money to the manu- 
facturer, without which he would frequently be unable to procure the 
materials of his work. But as this mode of obtaining merchandize muft 
fometimes prove defelive, through the accidental inability of private mên 
to furnifh the neceffary.fupplies to the workman, and many hands muf 
confequently remain uaemployed ; it was thought expedient by the go- 
vernor and council, when the above-mentioned orders arrived, to make 
the like -dvances to fuch manufacturers as muft otherwife have lain idle. 
Contracts tı in part executed on one fide, afforded 4 temptation to 
fraud on tne othes: and the workman, unlefs {trictly watched, often re- 
fold h's goods for t ieir full price to a ftranger. 


The 
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” The gomaftahs, or ag~ af the company, were neceffarily therefore 
entrufted with powers, |.th icy frequertly abufed to their own emolu- 
ment; and an authority to enforce a juft performance of engage- 
ments, became, notwithfanding the utmoft vigilance of the higher fer- 
vants, a fource óf new oppreffion. ‘The influence of thefe agents proved 


ef 


fo deftructive of induftry, that, before any remedial meafures were de- 
vifed at home, the council determined, at the hazard of not fulfilling 
the orders of their conflituents, to refume the old method of forming the 
inveftment, by contracting folely with merchants in different parts of the 
country. 


‘Witnin the {pace of four or five years, the exportation of Bengal ma- 
nufactures, by the feveral European companies, had encreafed to more 
than 700,000/, per annum, beyond the extent of their former inveft- 
ments *. That by our company alone amounted, in the year 1771, to 
768,5007. flerling, wholly purchafed with the revenue of the country, 
and without importing a fingle ounce of filver. Foreign companies like- 
wife bought their goods with money received from private individuals, 
who took bills for the amount upon the refpective companies in Europe. 
Thus an influx of bullion, whi h in former times exceeded a million fter- 
ling annually, was, by the gre change in our fituation, effectually ob- 
{tructed; while large fums were orcover exported from the circulating 
fpecie of Bengal. In the five years newt fucceeding the grant of the De- 
wanny, the fums exported in filver by the E glifh Company alone amount- 
ed to 1,284,003 /. fterling. Indeed, the pratice of fending filver from 
Bengal to China commenced as early as the > ar 1757, and continued 
without remiflion to the year 17707. Formerly tve commerce of Bengal, 
with different countries of the Eaft, had yielded a very confiderable bal- 
lance, paid in bullion; but this trade, which wa: grcatly affected by the 
troubles in Perfia, and in the countries bordering on the Red Sea, was 
now ruined by the over-grown influence of the Luronean Companies. 


* Jt me ft l renemb rel, tht inthe year 1-65 the Diench Comp ny made ii ft inveft- 
rent 1 Ben il, £ cethi reduction of Chandernigore tn the year 1757. 

+ Mi bthe great qiiunt y vas tit, fublequemt to the grant t ¢ D veanny in the 
yorr 17f 5 


who 
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who engré Ted all the manufactures of Bengal uch was the rigour exer- 
cifed to complete the quantity required b ovr Uurećtors, that the Na- 
bob has found it difficult to procure the necete iupply for his houfhold, 
without making application to the Englith agents. 


(From the reduétion of Chandernagore in 1757, to the commencement 
of a gold coinage in 1766, Bengal had loft, by deficiency in the ufual 
imports of bullion, and by exportation of filver, more than eight millions. 

‘fterling*.) Jt muft here be obferved, that money always retained its value 
in Bengal. ‘The commodities purchafed with bullion continued to yield 
an equal profit to the merchant, which demonftrably proves, ¢hat the- 
money circulating in {pecie never exceeded the demands of induftry. Un-- 
der thefe circumftances, a rapid diminution of the current coin muft ne-- 
ceflarily impede the internal commerce of the country, and difcourage the- 
exertions of induftry in all, whofe labour could alone render Bengal a va- 
luable poffeffion to the Britifh nation. Early and repeated reprefentations. 


€ The foregoing eftimate commences at a period when the extraordinary fuccefs attending 
our military operations in India produced fuch riches to the company, and to individuals, as. 
effected an entire revolution in the mercantile fyftem, h therto obferved by all European nations 
trading in Bengal. France having loft her fettlements, . >ft alfo her trade in®engal, from 1757 
to 1765; whence the country was deprived of the fi pply. France was accuftomed to fend in. 
treafure, amounting, communiéus annis, to 200,000 /.. 

As the Englifh Company was liberally furnifhed wit ı money, either ftipulated for indemni-. 
fication, reftitution, &c. or borrowed of private in@: viduals on their bonds and bills, they dif- 
continued fending bullion to Bengal, the annn-. amount of which ufually exceeded 250,000/. 

The Dutch were the greateft importers of iver, not only for purchafing home inveftments, 
but alfo procuring opium, an article of gre t confequence to the trade of their Eaftern fettlements, 
and alfo upon account ofa confiderable profit arifing to their fervants from coining into ficca ru- 
pees, inthe nabob’s mint, ingots fe t from Batavia. They likewife difcontinued fending bul- 
Hon for more than four years, and nereby deprived Bengal of more than 300,000/. per annum. 

Even the Danes, finding they could borrow money at a low intereft and advantageous.ex- 
change, on refpondentia bonds ind bills, with-held their little agiftance, which indeed {celdom_. 
exceeded 30,000 /, a year. 

Of more confequence to Bengil was the declining trade with Perfia and the Red Sea, the 
ballance of which, in fpecie, had veen reduced fince the troubles above alluded to, from 18 or 20 
Jacks, about 180,000 /. fterling annually, to 3 or 4 lacks. If to thefe drawbacks, from the ufual 
im portation of filver, we add the fums actually exported from Bengal to China and other fertle-. 
ments, fupp'ving the army ftationed out of the provinces, king's tribute remitted to IMah-abad, 
and the fpecit doff by Coflim Ally Cawn, the whole lofs, in the courfe of 12 years, will 
appear to exceed “lions fterling; a fum fo immenfe as will fearce gain «redit with thofe 
who have motb nattheu uble of examining the particulars. 


of 


2a 
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of this growing evil weve ma e by the fele& committee, who exhorted 

the directors to confider me expedient to obviate the alarming confe- 

quences of a ícarcity of coint. Unfortunately the dire€tors were fo pe- 

culiarly fituated, that the remonftrances of their fervants produced no ef- 

fect. Influenced, perhaps, by an opinion of the great riches of Bengal, | 
they believed thefe dangers lefs immediate than the difficulties they were 
likely to encounter by an oppofition to the public expeétations t: Large 

inveftments from China, and every part of India, became néceffary to 

defray the great demands of the company. i Hence the fatal policy of 
exporting treafure was invariably purfued: To the fervants, however, it. 

Bengal, the confequences of this meafure were not long a fubje@ of fpe- 

culation. (The felet committee faw clearly that difficulties muft foon 

multiply from a {carcity of coin, which might prove equally ruinous to 

the company’s commercial and political interefts ; and they did not hefi-- 
tate therefore to attempt what appeared to them the only poffible remedy. 

But before this fubje& can be underftood, it will be neceflary to explain 

the current money of Bengal. ; 


A writer of reputation has her employed his pen, and added the errors 
of his own {peculations to thofe vhich mifinformation refpectinr aflumed 
facts has neceflarily produced * He fuppofes the current rupee, like the 
pound fterling in England, to be the ¢ neral money of account in Ben- 
gal. <A flight attention to the term curre ¢, evidently derived from the 
Latin, would have fhewn it to be of European extraction; and in fa& 
the expreflion is wholly unknown to the native:, who make ufe of the 
Szcca rupee, that being the eftablifhed coin of the, country. This error 
would fcarcely have deferved notice, but that many fuppofed confe- 
uences, which, were the fact true, would by no means follow, have 
been laborioufly deduced from this muftake. 


< : 
However, * the coins of a country may be changed for convenisnce, 
this writer would always have * the denominaiions given- tne new 


+ Letters from the Committee, 3cth of January, 1766, 24th March. 1766, oth scemixr, 


1766, and 6th October, 1767. Vid Appendix. J.A p 
t Court of Direétors to Select Committee, 21ft November, 1766, p.r. 10. Vid. Appen. 


* This gentleman has lately written fome Obfervations for the Ule of the Court of Direclers. > 
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« coins conftantly preferve an exaét pro; orutr of value to this ftandaı 

« unit,” or current ‘rupee, “ by whic. %e~vunts are kept.” If by 
thefe expreffions be meant, that the unit inould exprefs æ certain quan- 
tity of the precious metals, and that the denominations of all coins 
fhould conform to that unit, according to. their intrinfic value, it is fuf- 
ficient to fay, that the fame thing is effected by giving a certain denomi- 
nation to. a certain quantity of filver, asin the Sicca rupee, .which is the 
{fole coin "legally current in Bengal. ‘The author plainly intends fome-. 
thing more, becaufe the change here fpoken of is upon a fuppofed varia- 
tion in the- relative value of gold and filver, in which cafe the famg deno- 
mination of value can no longer exprefs the fame quantity of the re- 
fpective metals as it. did before. Let us fuppofe pound to exprefs a value 
equivalent to one gold coin, or ten filver coins of the fame weight and 
finenefs, the price of metals bemg as one ta ten. If the relative value 
of the metals varies, and becomes as one to fifteen, pound can no longer 
exprefs the ten coins in filver, and one in gold of equal weight. and fine- 
nefs, without exprefling different values, when applied to gold, or when 
‘applied to filver. In this fenfe of ths unit, as reprefenting a certain 
quantity of each metal, it would be impoflible “ to Breferve an exact 
« proportion of value to the ftandard vait.’”” ‘Therefore the unit, in the 
language of our author, muft reprefer’. an ideal fomething permanent in. 
its nature, with which the guantitrés of gold. and filver, and the denomi- 
nations refpectively given to Each, may be compared as with a known 
ftandard. Indeed the tern /fandard, conjoined with wait, proves that 
he ufes it in this fenfe. Here a difficulty occurs. As all our ideas are 
derived from. the impreffion of material fub{ftance, he who ufes a term not 
exprefling fome fuch impreflion, difcourfes without an idea; and until 
this difficulty be refolvcd, it is a vain attempt to reafon*.. 


æ It is plain we are not here fpeaking of ideas derived from the operations of our own mind, 
which having no y fimularity, ç nnot be compared with fubftances exifting without us; nor of 
a gener term in language, which, omitting every circumftance of time, place, &c. peculiar 
to the indivı'“ 1, exprefles a fpfecies. Standard unit mult here be the name of an individual, 
axiftence, o” t.u. ans nothing, 


Earther, 
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Farther, it is impchible that- the unit, or money of account, fhould 
be itfelf a ftandard, of bave any other fignification than to exprefs a cer- 
tain quantity of current com. The unit, or denomination in account, 
expreffes the extent of a debt. When this debt is paid in any current” 
coin, according to the /ega/ denomination, the obligation is difcharged, 
The value of the unit (which expreffes only a demand of a certain quan- 
tity of legal money) muft therefore be determined by the value of the 
coin, Here it will be afked, what is the ufe of the unit, o? money of 
account ? .’ Evidently this. It is merely a number affumed, with rela- 
tion to the method of account by tens, more eafily divifible upon paper 
then ; any legal coin. At facilitates to the merchant the calculation of ex- 
changes, being a convenient medium for refolving the legal denomina- 
tion of money in one country into the money of another.) Thus the 
pound fterling Englifh reprefents in accounts twenty fhillings, or two 
tens. ‘The Sicca rupeé varies in value, in the proportion of 1:6 to 112. 
The natives take the 116 as their unit or money of account, being the 
Sicca rupee, during the firft year of circulation. The Englith, to avoid 
fra€tional numbers, take the detimal 100, by relation to which they cal- 
culate all debts and credits, anc eftimate all other coins, This +$ parts 
of the Sicca rupee conftitutes that money of account, to which the Eng- 
lifh have given the name of currårt rupee. 


In the farther progrefs of his reafoning, the author abovementioned cone 
tradicts himfelf. He proves what no man could want to fee proved, that 
debafing the legal coin will leffen the value of the unit, or money of ac- 
‘count. But how is this confiftent with his former notion of: the unit be- 
ing itfelf a ftandard? Thus in admeafurement, if the foot be rhe fandard, 
taking away one third part of the yard will make the latter to confift only 
of two feet, but will not leflen the foot. Whereas, if the yard be the 
ftandard, and the denomination foot expreffes a certain proportion of the 
yard, then the foot will be leffened with the yard, and become, rter by 
one third part. In the fame manner if any alteration in the coin affects 
the unit, the coin and not the unit muft be the fandard.—The error of our 


author has probably arifen from coniidering the manner in which ‘ome 
=N fovereigns 
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Yovereigns have decreed, that they wil not pay they debts. Should, for 
mftance, a law pafs in this country that ten [ugs in future fhall be 
equal to a pound fterling ; this law might feem to raife the value of the 
hilline, and to make the pound the ftandard of eftimation: but no fuclr 
confequence would follow. The fhilling would not purchafe a greater 
quantity of any one commodity. The law would indire@tly carry this im- 
port, that debtors fhould difcharge their engagements by paying half the- 
fum agreed. By changing the application of a name, it would in effect 
he faid to the public creditor, you advanced twenty fhillings, which we 
then called a pound: you fħall now receive only ten fhillings; but*that 


we may feem to obferve the terms of our contract, the different fims fhall 
óftain the fame zame. 








If the com be the flandard refpecting the unit, by what relation cam 
the value of the coin be itfelf afcertained? ‘Phe natural criterion. 
iarthe price of bullion in the market. But before. we can explain 


tow the value of coin will be affected by this price, we muft enter more 
deeply into the fubject. 


(All purchafe is exchange.) Among rud: nations, whofe wants are few, 
this exchange is made in the bulky articles of confumption. Others, more 
refined, adopt a medium of commerte, the precious metals; and as-the 
laft improvement, a certain ftamp is added to certain quantities of- the re-. 
fpective metals, that the value of each piece may be known by infpeétion. 
Here a curious queftion occurs. Can a fovereign, by debafing the cur- 
rent money, raife its actual operative value above the intrinfic worth, de- 
pending on the quantity of pure metal contained in the coin? Independent 
ef the effe& of habit, which may make a people regard a name when the 
thing itfelf is chariged, it appears to me that he cannot *. The fovereign. 
may give to coin a nominal value beyond the price of bullion, but to in- 
éereafe its actual value, would be to fix by law the price of every commo- 
dity to Lc purchafed with coin. By varying the denomination of money, 
the nominal Value of bullion, as of every other commodity, might be lef- 





* It will afterwards \ppear that this ought to be underftood with a certain limitation, whith 
cannot bere be explain, d. 
fened. 
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fened or increafed ; but the a&tual value of coin or bullion to the poffeffor 
muít be eftimated by thei-€ffect in purchafing the-necefaries of life. In 
this view their value will depend on the quantities of the precious metals, 
and of the merghandize with which they are compared, and the refpetive 
demand for each. Now, as the quantity of every {fpecies of merchandize 
will encreafe in proportion to the art and induftry employed in the cultiva- 
tion and manufacture, while perhaps the demand continues the fame, it 
will ever be impoflible to fix the value of coin or bullion by any perma- 
nent ftandard. In fact, the precious metals being univerfally received as 
the medium of commerce, have an equal relation to every thing which is 
fold; and from thefe Various relations combined, refults their actual value. 
Here the detail is infinite, and eludes all inveftigation. Neither is it pof- 
fible to find a certain ftandard in any ideal point between the relative value 
of the two metals gold and filver *. Compare the two metals to each 
other at diftant periods of time, a variation is obferved in their relative va- 
lue. Wow can we difcover whether the one has rifen or the other fallen 
in value? This can only be known by the inveftigation above mentioned ; 
an inveftigation fo complex, tat no underftanding can comprehend it, no 
experience can furnifh the requifite materials. Now, as the value of the 
unit (pound fterling, current rupee, &c.) is determined by its relation to 
the two metals, it will ever be impoffible to make this denomination re- 
prefent a tixed and permanent valuef. 


The precious metals have been received as the common medium of com- 
inerce, not becaufe they are abfolutely free from all fluctuation in value, 
but becaufe they are lefs fubje& to this inconvenience than auy ove mer- 


* This is very imperfedtly expreffed, but when we grafp at the mere creature of another 
man’s imagination, our expreffion muft be inadequate. ‘1 be author we allude to feems to con- 
ceive it poflible, by adding to the quantity of pure metal in the coin, as gold or filver may hap- 
pen to fink in price, to preferve fome intermediate denomination (as the pound fterling between 
our guinea and fhilling) at a certain fixed and permanent valuc. 

t While certain coins are current by law, the value of the unit muft be determined by that 
of the coin. But itis plain the author intends to fix the vaiue of the unit independent of the 
coin, and alfo of the price of bullion, from the propofal he makes of adding to the quantity of 
pure metal contained in the coin, as the price of bullion decreafes. ‘The propofal itfelf is an ad- 
miffion that the value of the unit depends immediately on that of the - oin, 


N a chandize, 
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chandize, and therefore form the beft reprefentative of a. They are di- 
vifible in any proportions without lofs. They cafily take, and long retain 
an impreflion. The quantity being {mall, a great value is contained in a 
narrow compafs. Being removed from the ordinary purpofes of life, they 
are little fubje&t to confumption : and being now received as the univerfal 
rcprefentative of all things fold, the demand can be little governed by ca- 
price. Thele qualities make them to anfwer tolerably well the purpofes 
of coin; and if the man who has money finds his property to fluétuate in 
walue, this is common to him with the poffeffor of every other fpecies of 
wealth, and in a lefs degree. 


The author above mentioned obferves, ‘“* That if no perfon can coin but 
** one, that one may put a value upon his coining, as any artift may put 
«& a value upon an art which he alone poffeffes, unrivalled by any other.’’ 
If by this phrafe be meant, that he may put an arbitrary value on the coin 
to any extent, it 1s not true, unlefs he could alfo compel men to become 
purchafers. The truth feems to be (for on a fubject fo obfcure, it were 
prefumption to afirm any thing) that the precious metals Being univerfally 
adopted as the medium of commerce, and reprefentative of every thing 
fold, acquire thence a value. Again, few perfons can judge of the qua- 
lity, or in other words of the pure metal contained in any mafs produced 
to their view; and even the few fufficiently fkilled can arrive at this know- 
ledge only by a long and expenfive procefs. In the ordinary dealings 
therefore of men, the convenience of knowing by infpedtion the quality 
of the metal, fuperadds a value to the coin beyond the price of bullion. 
If denominations be given to the coin nearly ‘correfponding with this 
enhanced value, the people readily receive it upon this eftimation, and 
the coin becomes current by general confent. For no pofitive law can 
make coin current at a certain value, without fixing the price of every 
thing which money can purchafe. 


Ought a fovereign in good policy to take advantage of this enhanced 
value to defray the :xpence of coinage, &c. or ought he to make the de- 
nomini-= 
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nomination of the coin to correfpond exaAly with the price of bullion, ac~ 
cording to the pure metal contained in the coin? An exact conformity is 
recommended by the writer above mentioned; neverthelefs it appears, that 
the denominaiim of the coin ought to exceed in a certain degree the price 
of bullion, or it will be impoffible to preferve the coin in circulation. 
Suppofe the price of filver bullion to rife: no man will exchange his filver 
coin for gold coin, becaufe by melting it, the bullion fold in the market 
will produce more gold coin than an exehange according to the legal de- 
nominations. Let gold bullion rife in price, the reverie muit happen. 
Every fluctuation in the, price of bullion will deftroy one fpecies of coin. 
But if the denomination of money be raifed in a moderate degree above the 
price of bullion, any minute variation will not affect the coin. The ge- 
neral convenience of having a common medium of commerce will uphold 
its value correfponding with the denomination given, and being long ufed 
as the reprefentative of all things fold, it will from habit, acquire a value 
in lome meafure independent of bullion. 


I have thought it neceflary to enlarge more fully upon this fubje&, be- 
caule the learned author referred to, has, by fallacious arguments, found= 
ed upon erroneous principles, deduced many important confequences 
refpecting the company’s revenue, and the meafures adopted by their. 
fervants. 


In Bengal the Sicca rupee has ever been the only legal coin ftruck and 
authorifed by the prince. Its denomination, like that of money in moft 
countries, exceeds the price of bullion; but this excefs is moderated by an 
annual difcount, the denomination finking gradually in three years in the 
proportion of one hundred and fixteen to one hundred and eleven. Various 
other rupees, differing from each other in weight, finenefs, and impref- 
fion, are applied to the purpofes of commerce; but before they can be re- 
ceived, it is neceflary to eftimate the intrinfic value of each piece, and cal- 
culate the price of the whole mafs by relation to the Sicca rupee. To 
adjuft this variety of exchanges is become a {cience too intricate for the 

attention 
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attention of merchants who are obliged to retain tn their fervice a fet of 
men, called fhroffs, bred up in the profeflion of exchanging money, and 
allaying metals by the touch. In progrefs of time, thefe fhroffs are grown 
up to fo numerous and wealthy a body as to hold in their hands almoft the 
whole {pecie of the country. This fituation of monied property has an 
effect which muft now be explained to the reader. 


No foorer does bullion, receiving a certain impreffion, become coin; 
that is, pafs, upon infpection, according to its legal denomination, than a 
profit may be gained by making and circulating fimilar coin of a lefs in- 
trinfic value. To reprefs this evil in Europe, fevere laws are enaéted 
againit {uch offenders. The crime with us is accounted high treafon. The 
care of profecuting it is committed to a particular * officer ; and the 
punifhment, on conviétion, never remitted. If, notwithftanding this 
rigid exertion of authority, bafe coin is not uncommon in England, what 
might be expected in Bengal, where, from the nature of the country, the 
manners of the inhabitants, and the varieties of government prevailing in 
the feveral diftricts, it is impoffible to eftablith a regular police? The 
fovereign, therefore, thought it neceflary to intereft the body of the 

roffs in the prefervation of the coin, and had, for that purpofe, eftab- 
lifhed an annual difcount or batta on the ficca rupee. At the expiration of_ 
three years, when thefe ficca rupees, then called funats, país at 44 parts 
of the original denomination, they are carried to the mint chiefly by the 
fhroffs, who receive them back recoined, and confequently raifed in value 
to 116, the firft and higheft denomination ft, deducting the expence and 
duties of coinage, amounting to fomething more than 2 per cent. By this 
operation, the fhroffs gain nearly +z parts upon the value of the coin 
every third year ; an advantage confined wholly to the ficca rupee. A 


Sollicitor of the mint. 

+ The author above mentioned is miftaken in fuppofing that 5 percent. is gained by a mere 
ftroke of the hammer and frefh imprefhon. Sunat rupees are cut down, melted, and fubjected 
to the whole procefs and expence of coinage, in the fame manner with bullion, a difference 
being made in the duties only, — Vide Confultations, January 24th, 1763. 

t 2 į per cent. nearly. 


triennial 
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triennial recoinage is the confequence of this regulation; and fuch has 
been its effect, that while all other coins are debafed, the ficca rupee 
feldom lofes any thing of its original purity: for the fhroffs, who aflay 
metals by the touch, gain the $+ parts upon ¢hz pure filver. 


Such feems to have been the origin of this cuftom. Some writers have 
adopted ftrange notions refpecting the eftablifhed batta on the ficca rupee, 
confidering it as an abufe introduced wholly ‘“ for the benefit of the fhroffs 
“ and officers of the mint* and revenue ;”’ 
fucceflive princes, for more than a century, fhould have uniformly con- 
tinued the fame regulation without a motive. Whatever has been its 
origin, the effect is certain. 


as if it were probable, that 


The debafement of other rupees has given rife to a mifchief which 1 
now become a great obftruction to commerce, and tends much to the dif 
couragement of induftry. As the intrinfic value of {fuch rupees is found 
perpetually to vary, the fhroffs place thereon an aréitrary batta, or, in 
other words, receive them at a difcount fuch as they can fettle with the 
poflefior. The profit thus made, being repeated at every payment, is a 
heavy charge on the circulating filver ; and, perhaps, no effectual remedy 
will be found, unlefs the company fhould coin all thofe rupees into ficcas, 
when received in payment of the revenues.t 


Silver being the only meafure of commerce in Bengal, the common 
practice of all European nations naturally fuggefted a remedy for the 
growing fcarcity of money. Although gold had hitherto been a mere 


Mr. Bolts, p. 197, fays, this cuftom was introduced by the elder Juggut Seat, in the 
time of the nabob Jafher Khawn ; but, certain it is the cuftom prevailed long before the family 
of the Seets obtained any confequence. 

+ The writer frequently mentioned has to many other miftakes added one refpecting the pro- 
fits of recoinage, from which, he fuppofes, the company derives no adyantafre. In faét, “be- 
fides 1 per cent on bullion, $ per cent. on recoinage, and mint charges, which they muft other- 
wife defray at theirown expence, the converfion of Sunat rupees, which are paid in at their trea- 
fury, into Siccas, produces a large {um every year. 


article 
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article of merchandize, yet it appeared highly probable, that large quan- 
tities exifted in the country, which, under proper tegulations, might be 
apiplied to the active demands of induftry. Lord Clive, therefore, and 
the {elet committee refolved, in the year 1766. to introduce a gold cur- 
rén¢ey ; and as the firft ftep in profecuting tnis meafure, was to difcover 
the rélative value of the two metals, gold and filver, the minifters and 
head fhroffs were confulted. According to the beft informations which 
could be obtained, the price of gold feemed to correfpond nearly with the 
proportions eftablifhed by the mint indenture in England.’ If this eftima- 
«ion was erroneous, it had already been adopted in the gold currency of 
Madrafs. The pageda coined in the company’s mint pafles, in {heir 
accounts, at cight fhillings This pagoda, weighing 2 dwt. 6 grains, 
of the fimenefs of 20 carats, contains 45 grains of pure gold, the Engliih 
guinea 118 grains 1418 grs. : 21 íh. :: 45 grs.=8 th. rèr parts of 
Shilling. 














At Madrafs filver is a mere merchandize, fluctuating in price to the 
extent of more than twenty per cent. It is impoffible, therefore, to fix 
precifely the relative value of the two metals in that market. From fome 
mifcellanies quoted by a writer we have frequently mentioned, the propor- 
tion of filver to gold appears to have been as 15,49 to I, in Auguft, 1753- 
Atthough when a canfiderable quantity of gold mohurs were from time to 
time imported by the company from Bengal, and filver was at the fame 
‘time purchafed for the fupply of China, the price of filver rofe, in May, 
1771, a8 13,78 to I, and afterwards, in July following, to 13,09 to 1; 
yet, probably, the ordinary proportion of the metals at Madrafs corre- 
fponded with that eftablifhed by law in England, fince the pagoda has 
been eftimated at cight fhillings, by the company, during a long courfe of 
years. 

e In my cxpgrience, the pagoda has always been found equal to 2 dwt. 6 grs. of 20 carats 
&menefs, which makes 45 grains pure gold. In Mifcellanies lately collected, it is eftimated in 
one place at 42 2 grains, and in another at 45 t, pure gold, making a difference of about 6 2 


per cent. Should the former of thefe accounts be allowed, it will prove the pagoda is valued at 
more than 4 per cent. higher than the proportion aflumed m the mint indenture of England. 





Gold 
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Gold-imported from, Madrafs into Bengal always yielded a profit. To 
affign the caufe would be difficult, fince it neither paffed in circulation, 
nor was exchanged for the productions of any country within our know- 
ledge. The fact, neverthelefs, is certain, and refts upon the moft un- 
doubted teftimony *. To attempt, therefore, a gold coinage on a lower 
eftimation than that of Madrafs appeared improper. Many reafons in- 
duced the committee to give it a higher valuation. To whateves purpofes 
gold had hitherto been applied in Bengal, it was probable, that a new 
demand for this metal as current money would enhance the price. It 
was belidés neceflary to qbtain the fupport of the fhroffs in this meafure, 
by making it their intereft to bring gold to tue mint, as the rong preju- 
dices of the natives again{ft innovation would have made the oppofition of 
this body of men extremely troublefome. Tothefe arguments, arifing from 
the {tate of the country, may be added one drawn from the f:tuation of the 
company. Had gold and filver been eftablifhed at the fame relative value 
as in the European markets, the exportation of gold would have been 
eafier than that of hilver, which, on account of its bulk, does not admit 
the fame clandeftine conveyance ; and the gold coin might have been ex- 
ported to Europe, when other means of remitting the large fums acquired 
by individuals began to fail. Atter maturely weighing all thefe reafons, 
the council refolved, that gold mohurs fhould be ftruck, at a valuation of 
eight per cent. f above their intrinfic puritv, compared with the ficca ru- 
pees, according to the proportion of the two metals eftablifhed by the 


mint indenture in England f. 
Upon 


Two reafons may, perhaps, be afigned for the high price which gold always maintained 
in Bengal. Before the Subahdars became independent of the Mogul Empire, great part ot 
the annual tribute might probably be remitted in gold to Dehly. Since that period, the fre- 
quent invafions and inteftine wars, rendering property infecure, gave an increafed value to 
gold, which is more eafily tranfported from place to place, or more cafrly concealed than filver. 
When the Maharattas laft entered Bengal, gold bore fo high a value, that fome mérchants fent it 
from Madrafs to Bengal, ata profit of 15 per cent. 

t Two per cent. are the expence and duties of coinage. The remaining fix per cent. was 
defigned as an encouragement to bring gold tothe mint. ‘This allowance may appear large to 
gentlemen in England ; but it mult be obferved, that the company allow their fervants te lend 
money at 12 per cent. as a reafonable intereft. Merchants, zemindars, and the natives in gc- 
neral, can feldom borrow at fo eafy a rate. 

+ That fuch was the principle on which the regulation was eftablifhed appears evidently from 
the following paragraph in the mint-mafter's oe to the bo.fd. *¢ The difficulty lay in fixing 

upon 
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Upon this principle the following regulations were formed, viz.. 





« That the new gold mohur fhould weigh 16 annas, or 7dwts. Ut: 
% grs. 65, that is about 179! grains, of the finenefs of 20 carats. 


« That this gold mohur fhould pafs current, and be received in all: 
« payments, whether of a public or private nature, in exchange for 14 
« Sicca rftipees, each rupee weighing 7 dwts. 11 grs. 65 of the finenefs. 
“ of 110z, 15 dwts. or- 13 dwts. better than Englifh ftandard, &c.”’’ 


The following calculations, which are rendered as eafy and familiar- 
‘as poflible, will demonftrate, that the plan is exa€tly adjufted to the be- 
fore mentioned relative values, and calculated on the quantities of pure 
metal contained in the refpeGtive gold and filver- coins, each being com- 
pared with the ftandard and coinage of England™*.. 


A gui- 


<< upon fuch a rate of exchange as fhould anfwer the intention of bringing gold to the treafury. 
46. without reducing filver below that natural value which it bears in moft kingdoms in Europe, 
«& fince this circumftance might be productive of inconvenience at home. Gold being merely 
« a merchandize in Bengal, and the quantity of it already contained in the country very un- 
“certain, it was thought proper to make the mean rate of exchange in Europe the principle 
«s upon which the following regulations for a gold currency are calculated. Vide Appendix.” 
M. Mafter’s letter, 3d June, 1766—Yet merely upon the authority of an inaccurate expreflion 
in Article 4. of this letter, is the plan fuppofed to have been calculated on the proportion of 
14, inftead of 152 to 1, which difference conftitutes the extraordinary advanced price, {tated 
by the writer of the principles of money, not lefs than 9; per cent. 

* Abftraét of the mint indenture in England. 

«¢ By this indenture the mint mafter contracts to make. five forts of gold monies, viz. quar- 
“ ter-guineas, half-guineas, guinea, two guinea, and five guinea pieces, to be in finenefs 22 - 
« carats puré gold, with two carats-alloy, and after the rate of 44 $ guineas to the Troy pound - 
s Weight. 

« This will be, in every fuch pound weight, either 
«¢ 178 quarter-guincas, 
« 89 half guineas, 
“4 445 guineas, 
<s 22two guineas, and one half-guinea, 
« g five guineas, wanting the weight of half a guinea. 

« Now as money cannot be made in all things exactly conformable to the ftandard, but mays. 
e differ from it in weight, in finenefs, or in both, fo it is agreed that one fixth of a carat, 
«which is equal to 40 Troy grains, be allowed as remedy for the mafter on every pound weight. 
& of gold monies, with an additional remedy of half a Troy Grain in every four quarter-gui- 
‘6 neas, becaufe thefe cannot be made fo exact as larger pieces. 

« The mint mafter allo contracts to make eight forts of filver monies, viz. 
c 12 crowns and two fhillings, 

ec. 24, 
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A guinea, twenty-two carats fine, containing by ftatute one hundred 
and eighteen grains of*pure gold, is rated by a& of parliament and mint 
indenture at twenty-one fhillings. A gold mohur twenty carats fine, 
and weighing 7dwts. 11 grs. 65 contains one hundred and fifty grains 
‘of pure gold. fT 

grs. Sh. grs. 





d If 118s 21 2% 150 26 84 
And 8 per Cent. increafed price, - a5 
Sh. 28 9% 


Such will be the produce of the gold mohur, according to the propor- 
tions before eftablifhed by relation to the mint indenture. Let us now 
fee what will be the produce, by the fame rule, of the filver allowed in 
‘exchange. 


The regulation by Ttatute of filver in England is, that a pound, or 
12 ounces Troy, of Englifh ftandard, fhall contain 5328 grains of pure 
filver, and that this pound fhall produce 62 fhillings of ftandard money. 


_ The pound Troy of Sicca rupee filver 13 dwts. better than Enghifh 
ftandard, contains 5640 grains of pure filver. 


grs. Sh. grs. 
Q. Tf ggad:6272 5640 OG 7: 


<e 24 half-crowns and two fhillings, 
“s 62 fhillings. 
“s 124 half fhillings, or ix pences, &c. &c. to be in finenefS 110z. 2 dwts. of fine filver, and 
& y8dwts. of alloy, and after the rate of three pounds and two fhillings (62 fhillings) to the 
‘Troy pound weight. 

“© The remedy allowed for the mafter in filver coin is 2dwts. or 48 grains Troy, on every 
“* pound weight, for the fame reafons as betore mentioned. The remedy bath on gold and 
“* filver coins is to include the excefs or defeét both of weight and finenefs, and is only to be 
“ allowed where fuch fault happens from cafualty.” The matter is bound to make all gold 
monies, agreeable in finenels to the ftandard trial-piece of the 4th of James the Second, and all 
filver monies by the ftandard trial-piece of the rft of George the Second, part of which pieces 
are lodged in his majefty’s exchequer. 

+ We have purpofely omitted fractional numbers, which would occafion perplexity, without 
producing amy material difference in the calculation. 





*O @ A pound 
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A pound Troy is equal to 32 Sicca rupees. inaweight fand of Sicca 
rupee filver, produces 65 th. 7$ d. according.. to th? laft operation. 





Sic. Rap. o0z.. íb. d. Sic. Rup.. 
Q., If 32=12:65 74 ::14 being the value: in e of a gold 


mobur? 
Anfw. 28fh. 5:d. 


The comparative values of a gold mohur, and 14 Sicca runees,. wilt- 
‘therefore ftand in the following manner: . 
Sk dv 


Produce of the gold mohur, =- a6. 8i. 
Eight per Cent. added, = - 2 i 








| Sh. 28 9 Ł. 
Produce of 14 Sicca rupees, - - 28 gf 
4% 


Whence it appears that a ballance of four-pence and ‘one half-penny 
remains in favour of the gold mohur, which is to that amount better than 
was propofed in the regulations. publifhed by authority. 

Thefe geld mohurs having continued in circulation 18 months, with- 
out murmur or complaint, to what caufes muft we afcribe the fubfe- 
quent ‘mifcarriage? Wherever the two metals are admitted into cur- 
rency, the denomination of the coins muft be adapted to a fuppofed pro- 
portion between gold and filver. If their relative value fhould be changed 
by a decreafe in the quantity of either, a new proportion muft be affumed. 
Hf, moreover, a competition among many purchafers -fhould arife, this 
com petition, wei deci of the quantities of either metal in the country, 





t 120z. Troy weigh exaQily 325. wt. oan. 10pi. 29 decim. parts. 
wil} 
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will efhance the price of one *. Both caufes here confpired to. produce 
the fame efe&. Netwithftanding the ftrongeft remonftrances of lord 
Clive and the fele& committee, the neceffities of the company abliged 
the directors to order more-than thirty lacks annually in filver to China, 
and their other -fettlements. Hf, to this drain, be added an annual 
tribute of 26 lacks to the king, the expences of a brigade ftationed 
‘at Ilehabad, and filver exported by the French to Pondicherry, the 
lofs of filver coin during two years muft be eftimated at a very large 
fum. 











(Neither had gold been yet tried in. procuring inveftments. It was 
deeméd by private merchants, and even by-the company, too delicate an 
experiment, to make advances for the provifion of the year in a coin to 
which «the ‘manufadturer had not been accuftomed. For the fame reafon 
filver was alfo preferred by the foreign companies, in exchange for their 
bills of remittance. Hence a competition enfued, individuals purchafing 
rupees at an enhanced price, for the purpofes of bills and inveftments, 
This competition raifing the price of filver, will explain many fa&ts which 
have been invidioufly mentioned by others. In Calcutta, gold mohurs were 
exchanged for rupees, at a lofs of 38 per cent §.) In China, where all pay~ 
ments being made in filver, gold bears but a low price; the lofs upon gold 
mohurs, neverthelefs, did not exceed 10 per cent. or 2 per cent. more than 
the additional value f, avowed by the regulations publifhed when the coin 
was firt iffued. At Madrafs, where the importation of an inconfiderable 


Experience fhews the effe& which a fcarcity of filver coin produces upon gold, even ig- 
England, where the neceffities of the trader frequently oblige htm to exchange a guinea for leis 
than its legal value. Yet here gold has long heen equally with filwer the price and meafure of all 
merchandize and neceffaries of life; whereas, .in Bengal, filver alone had heretofore been the 
fo'e ftandard price and meafure of all things fold, and gold was received in commerce only, at 
a value proportioned to the filver rupees it would produce in exchange. When gold afterwards 
became money, and the mohur had a fixt relation to the Sicca rupec óy law, fuch was the effect 
of babit, that the people continued ftill to regard the gold mobur rather as bullion than coin, 
comparing it with merchandize, tbrough the medium of the Glverrupee. The confequence: 
was, that when the price of filver increafed, from the growing fcarcity of this metal, a more 
fenfible check was given to the currency of the gold coin, than in countries where the people 
had been habituated%o confider gold and filver equally as ftanderd price or current coin. See 
App. Diary of the rife and fall of filver in the market, p. 245, and feq. 

§ Mr. Bolts, p. 205. 
+ Above the proportions of the mint indenture. 





quantity 
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quantity ef gold affe&s the price, and the cauncil were likewife purchafing 
filver for the fupply of China, the gold mohurs were either exchanged for 
filver, or coined into pagodas, at a lofs of 13 per cent. including alfo the 
charges and lofs upon a recoinage into pagodas. Mr. Bolts was too good a 
merchant not to perceive the increafing price of filver to be the real caufe 
of this lofs, and therefore cautioufly ufes a phrafe, which is literally true. 
His words.are thefe; “.that the lofs at Madrafs, in fuch remittances of 
‘© gold mohure from Bengal, had been 13 per cent. as fiver rupees would 
« to that degree have better anfwered.” 








The reader has feen the reafons which induccd the council to give a 
‘higher valuation to gold than in the mint indenture of England; and 
eight per cent. above this price was the proportion affumed. | A conti- 
nued exportation of filver afterwards varied this proportion, awhile a com- 
petition in the purchafe of the laft mentioned metal farther enhanced the 
relative value of filver. Thefe caufes, aided by the intrigues of the fhroffs, 
fo effectually obftruéted the currency of gold mohurs in Calcutta, that 
they were there exchanged for rupees, at a price which had no relation 
to their intrinfic worth. fuggat Seet, the great banker and principal 
fhroff, when firft confulted, ftrongly urged the neceflity of allowing a 
batta or annual difcount on the gold mohurs, im the fame manner as had 
ever been ufual upon the Sicca rupee; and perhaps a negle&t of this ad- 
vice was the greateft error in the plan of 1766. `) Yet the direétors, hav- 
‘ing frequently condemned the batta in their letters to Bengal, the council 
could not adopt it in .a new coinage, even to enfure fuccefs. 


“When the gold mohur was firft iffued, the faith of the company be- 
came thereby engaged to the poffeffor of the coin, for whatever valůe 
might be added in denomination beyond the intrinfic worth. The coun- 
cil therefore juftly thought themfelves obliged to receive the coin at the 
original denomination, and thefe mohurs were accordingly recalled. 


In compliance with the general defire of the inhabitanfs of * Calcutta, 
the governor and council afterwards determined to eftablifh another gold 


See petigons in Appendix. . 
coinage, 
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goinage, avoiding the fuppofed error of the former plan, and making 
juft allowance for a real variation in the proportion of the two me 
tals, arifing from a continued exportation of filver? In March, 1769, 
it was refolved, that a gold mohur, weighing 7 dwts. 22 grs: 773 deci-. 
mal parts, of the finenefs of 23cts. 3łgrs. or 190% grains pure gold, 
fhould be iffued at the denomination of 16 Sicca rupees. (This eftima- 
tion of gold, 114 per cent. lower that of 1766, reduced its value more than 
three per cent. below the proportion of the mint indenture fn England, 
and likewife of the pagoda coined in the company’s mint at Madrafs.; 
Yet has*the learned writer before mentioned endeavoured to fhew, that 
gold was here likewife too highly eftimated, by 5: per cent.. "That the 
gold was not too highly eftimated in the fecond coinage of 176g is far- 
ther evinced, by the lateft advices from Bengal, which fay, that this mo- 
hur has been readily received in exchange for. filver.rupees, according to 
the eftablifhed denomination. : 


When the growing fcarcity of filver was explained in a former part of- 
this chapter, I had no intention even to infinuate that the price of | 
Bengal manufactures, . brought: thence. to Europe, fhould be paid in bul-. 
lion by the India company.. This can-never be done without facrificing 
eur own interefts, and rendering the revenues of a diftant country ufe-. 
lefs to Great Britain. Bengal, like other fubjected* provinces, muft yield 
its tribute; but experience will inculcate the neceflity of moderating 
our demands, that the country may be enabled long to continue this 
payment. If the court of Directors will, for the future, be contented 
with an annual inveftment, not exceeding five or fix hundred thoufand 
pounds, and difcontinué entirely the exportation of filver from Bengal, . 
the foreign trade of that country may again revive. Increafing induftry 
will in time reftore its wealth ; and fhould fome expedient be required to 
palliate the prefent defet of current money, a gold coinage will af- 
ford relief. Without dreaming of banks and paper credit, fuch a mea- 
fure may be effected ; but it will ever be found impoffible to preferve a 
coin in currency, unlefs we affume the. ancient practice of the natives for- 


OUT. — 
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our guide, and affimilate our new regulations to thofe of the Sicca ru- 
pee ~* 


* The following is the number of gold mohurs, coined agrecable to the new regulations, 


made Auguft 1ft, 1766, to > 1768, when they were recilled by an order of 
the council, 











Mohurs. 

In Calcutta, - - - - - - - 177871 
Moorfhed-abad, - - - - ~- - 70000 
Patna, - - - - - - - t24 
Total, 263045 

Of the above fent to Madrafs, ~ - - -~ 134417 
128628 

Returned to the treafury of Calcutta, from circulation, 12C161 
Ballance not brought in, - - - : * 8467 


CHAP., 





GOVERNMENT IN BENGAL. 195 


C H A PE IY. 


The Society eftablifhed in the Year 1765, for conducting the 
Trade in Salt, Beetle-nut, and Tobacco. 


HE. intemal commerce of Bengal is now become fo important to the 
interefis of Great Britain, that I could wifh to treat of this {ubje& at 
large; but the mifreprefentations which have been induftrioufly propd- 
gated compel me to make the fociety eftablifhed in 1765, for conduGing 
the trade in falt, beetle-nut, and tobacco, the principal obje&t of my prefent 
inveitigation. i 
Phirmaunds from the emperor had long been poilefled by the Eng- 
lifh Eaft-India company, exempting from the payment of duties ** what- 
« ever goods and merchandize their agents may bring or carry, by land 
“ or by water, in the ports, quarters, and borders of the provinces.” 
This privilege, while the Englith were wholly tubordinate to the country 
government in Bengal, was confined to exports and imports, and under 
this limitation, enjoyed rather from connivance than of right, by the pri- 
vate traders in the company’s fervice. 


When Meer Jaffer was raifed to the muinud by our arms, the trade of 
the fervants encreafed with the authority of the company, and they now 
engaged, at firft fparingly, in the inland trafhe of lalt. Some even 
claimed an exemption from dutics; but as thefe pretenfions were difcoun- 
tenanced by colonel Clive during his government, fuch claims were at 
that time relinquithed. Ý 


By the treaty with Meer Cuffim, the company obtained a cefhon of lands, 
yielding about 6cc,occl. fer annum. Their troops had continually in- 
creafed, until the power of tl e company gave effect to private ulurpatiqns. 

p The 
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The inland trade in falt, beetle-nut, and tobacco was univerfally carried on 
by gentlemen in the fervice, without payment of duties; and knowing the 
Nabob to be preparing thé means of refiftance, they treated every complaint 
of his officers as a frefh indication of enmity to the Englifh. ‘Thus the 
fears of public policy, cpnipiring with private intereft, foon produced a 
rupture, which, after rtfking our exiftence upon the fate of a battle, ended 
in the overthrow of Coffim and final eftablifhment of the Englith power. 


Before this laft event took place, intelligence was received at home of 
the confufion in whith Bengal was involved, of the defeat at Patna of a 
detachment amounting nearly to one third of our army, and of the cruel 
maffacre of' many Enghih. gentlemen. The reputation acquired by lord 
Clive in India directed all eyes to him; and he was called, by the concur- 
rent voice of the nation and proprietors, to undertake once more the 
labour of reftoring order to our affairs. 


The ‘caufe of thefe events naturally became the fubje& of deliberation. 
It appeared, that an exemption from duties had thrown the whole trade 
of the country into the hands of the Englifh. This, however, was the 
leaft evil, The country government was deftroyed by the violence of their 
agents ; and individual tyranny fucceeded to national arrangement. In 
the general confufion, all, who were difpofed to plunder, afflumed the 
authority of our name, ufuped the feats of juftice, and carried on what 
they called a trade, by violence and oppreflion. The Nabob’s officers 
either fled before them, or, joining the invader, divided the fpoil. The 
barrier of the country government once broken down, it became impoffi- 
ble to ftop the inundation. Mahomedan, Portuguefe, and Armenian 
alike, nay, every illiterate mariner who could efcape from a fhip, erected. 
eur flay, and aéted as lord of the diftri@ around him.* 


* Frequent orders of the council and of the felet committee, for recalling free merchants 
and others difperfed throughout the country are ta be found on the company’s records, during a 
courfe of feveral years, wnder different governors. One of the firft refolutions of the feleét 
committee, upon lord Clive’s arrival, (the fecond day of their fitting) is founded on difobe- 
dicnce to former orders, See Committee Proceedings, May 11, 1765. 


Upon 
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Upon lord Clive’s acceptance of the prefidency and command of the 
forces in Bengal, he wrote the letter mentioned by Mr. Bolts to the court 
of dire€tors, recommending an entire abolition of the inland trade in falt, 
beetle-nut, and tobacco, which, in his opinion, “concurred,” with other caufes 
mentioned in the letter, ‘‘ to haften and bring on the late troubles.” He adds, 
that *“ as a means to alleviate, in fome meafure,. the difflatisfaction which 
«c fuch reftriétions on the commercial advantages of your fervants may 
« occafion in them, it is my full intention not to engage in any trade myfelf.”” 


Tht intended reftriGtipns did not take effe&t; for many active proprie- 
tors, when the affair was confidered in a gerferal court, ftrongly urged the 
continuance of this indulgence, under fome limitations, to the fervants, 
who would otherwife be deprived ofa decent fubfiftence abroad; much lefs 
could they ever hope to revifit their native conntry with fuch independent 
fortunes as reafon and juftice equally authorifed them to expe@. Thefe 
fentiments being generally embraced, it was propofed, that the directors 
fhould give inftructions to the prefident and council to fettle fuch regula- 
tions, ‘* as fhall prove moft advantageous to the company, which regula- 
tions were to be tranf{mitted home for the * court of direélors to determine on 
{fo important a fubject. 


This motion, made on the + 18th of May, did not coincide with the 
fenfe of the majority, who very juftly thought that the flate of Bengal 
rendered it highly improper to interpofe a delay of near two years, but that 
fome regulations ought to be immediately adopted. ‘he above-mentioned 
motion was therefore withdrawn, and it was RESOLVED, ‘** That it be 
“ recommended to the couft of directors to reconfider the f orders fent to 


* The motion was, verbatim, as follows: ** That it be recommended tothe court of di- 
€ rectors to give inftructions to the prefidency of Benegal to fettle fuch regulations in carrying 
« on the trade in falt, beetle-nut, and tobacco, as hall prove maf? advantagecus to this company, 
« without prejudicing the juft rights of the nabob of the provinces ; and thar fuch regulations be 
‘* tranfmitied home to the court of direéors by the firft opportunity, with every information which 
«s can enable them to detcrmine on fo important a fubjeét. 

+ Lord Clive’s letter is dated the 27th of April preceding. 

t The orders here fpoken of are contained in the letter to Bengal, dated 8th of Februarv pre- 
ceding, a difobedience to which orders by governor Spencer and his council, the directors after- 
wards reprehend in their letter, dated 24th of December, 1765. Vide p. 109. 


P 2 “ Bengal, 
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“< Bengal, relative to the trade of the comPpan’’s SERVANTS in falt, 
‘© beetle-nut, and tobaceo:; and that they do give fuch directions for regu- 
ce lating the fame, agreeably to the intereft of the company and the fubah, 
« as to them may appear moft prudent, either by fett/ing here at home the 
& RESTRICTIONS under which this trade ought to be carried on, or by refcr- 
« ring it tothe governor and: council of Fort William zo regulate this im- 
« portant potnt in fuch a manner as may prevent all future difputes be- 
& tween the fubah and the company.” 


In purfuance of this recommendation from their conftituents, the 
dire&tors finding it impoffible to fettle an equitable plan, “ deftitute of 
« the informations and lights neceflary in fo important an affair,” ex- 
prefsly order * the governor and council, after “ confulting the Nabob, to 
“ form a proper and equitable plan for carrying on the inland tradet.” 


Notwithftanding this exprefs and pofitive injunction, it has been aflerted, 
that the falt fociety was formed in oppofition to orders received from home. 
The miftake feems to have arifen from too hafty a perufal of the general 
letter to Bengal, dated the 26th of April, 1765. ‘Vhjs- letter, written in 
anfwer to one from governor Vanfittart and the council, dated the 27th 
of September, 1764, condemns the treaty ftipulating a trade in falt, beetle- 
nut, and tobacco, on payment of a fmall f duty ; and refers throughout 
to the confultations previous to that period, when lord Clive was expected 
to arrive in India. The feparate letter to governor Spencer, dated the 24th 
of December, 1765, is yet more § explicit, reciting part of a minute by 


« This letter is dated the sft of June, 1764, and was fent by the fame fhip which carried 
` Jord Clive and Mr. Sumner to India. A duplicate arrived before them in Bengal by another 
fhip. . 
+ This letter requires that thefe regulations fhould be tranfmitted home to the directors; but 
to imagine fuch requifition was intended to.fufpend the execution o. thefe regulations was im- 
poflible with thofe in whofe memory the above-mentioned debates were frefh, and who muft 
confider this letter of the 1ft of June, as written in purfeance of the vote of a court of proprie- 
tors, in which vote the direétors are ordered to adcpt one part of this alternative, ** cither to 
« give {uch directions for regulating the fame, as to them may fecm meet, or to refer it to the 
« governor and council of Fort William to regulate this important point.” That the letter of 
the 1ft of June was not at that time underftood even by the dire€tors, in the fente which fome 
people affect now to give it, appears from their letter to governor Spencer, dated December 24th, 
17655 hereafter mentioncd, 

t Twoand a half per cent. 

$ Written in anfwer to their letter of the 26th of November, 1764. 


Nir, 
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Mr. Johnftone, which the directors feverely condemn, and then add, *“* We 
“« fhall fay nothing farther at prefent on the inland trade, zi% that impor- 
‘© tant fubject fhall be taken up by lord Clive and the gentlemen of the fele& 
«e committee, only to obferve that the regulation propofed in confultations 
« of the 17th of October, 1764, is a manifeft difobedience of our orders 
« of the 8th of February ¥*, then under deliberation, which pofitively forbid 
& all trade in íalt, beetle-nut, and tobacco.” 


Mr. Bolts adopts this mifreprefentation of the orders. Immediately after 
he hàs laboured to irritate the reader againft the falt-fociety eftablifhed by the 
committee, he fays, “© The court of Eaft India directors repeatedly, and in 
« the ftrongeft terms, forbad rAzs monopely in falt, beetle-nut, and tobacco s 
& particularly in their general letter per lord Camden, dated the 19th of 
« February, 1766, wherein they pofitively dire@ted their governor and 
« council to make a formal renunctation, by fome folemn act to be entered 
« on their records, of all right to trade in thofe articles; direéting their 
« prefident to tranfmit fuch renunciation in form to the Nabob in the 
“ Perfian language, with adding thefe exprefs words: * Whatever go- 
vernment may be eftablifhed, or whatever unforefeen occurrences may 
c it is our refolution to prohibit, and we do abfolutely forbid sis 
¢ trade in falt, beetle-nut, and tebacco.’ 


g 


When the letter of the 19th of February, 1766, was written, the court 
of direétors had not f received the plan which the fele& committee had 
framed, in purfuance of the refolution taken by the court of proprietors. 
This letter therefore muft be regarded as a continuation of the before- 
mentioned prohibition co trade, 44W that important? Cffa:r had been taken up 
by lord Clive and the Jilet committee. The reader will recolie® that the 
trade to which thefe orders refer had been claimed by the fervants, 


duty 
frees under the phirmaun from the emperor; had been mace f 


an z2rticle J 


* This date is previous to th i Task r TE „Ati 
This « ate iS Previous to the refolution cf ihe generuicourt. The reeu.ition here referred 
to was mereiy Contining the trade to certain markets, 

+ Until the roth of April, 1706. 

t Paying 2 į per cent. 
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m ‘the treaty upon Meer Jaffier’s reftoration; which article, although con. 
demned by the directors, was tranftribed into the treaty with his fon Nude 
jum al Dowlah, by governor Spencer and his council. To this difobe» 
dience of orders the animadverfions of the court apply, and throughout the 
Jètter of the 1 oth of February they every. where fpeak of the claim under 
the phirmaun and this-treaty. They then dire&t the renunciation menè - 
tioned by Mr. Bolts “ of all right, under the faid treaty, or * otherwife, 
. * to trade jn falt, beetle-nut, and tobacco,” * according to the {pirit of 
s the phitmaun.”’ “ And that you tranfmit THIS RENUNCIATION of that 
“© patt of thé treaty t in form to the Nabob.” 


Another extract is piven by Mr. Bolts, to prove that the orders were uni- 
form to this point. He has candidly fuppreffed the date, withing proba- 
diy the teader to imagine this likewife had been received before the fo- 
ciety was ¢ftablithed for the fecond year. This is an extraé from a let 
ter, in which the court of directors declare they cannot confent to carry 
ing on that trade in any manner whatfoever. ‘This letter was received 
in December 1766, and in obedience to this order the plan was abo- 
lifhed. But the directors here add, that they do not condemn the condu@ ` 
of the fele& committee. 





Admitting fora moment that the directors had authority to annul the 
orders of a general court, without attempting the execution, it will be im- 
poflible to believe {uch could be their intention, when they had given par- 
ticular inftruCtions for fulfilling the expeCtation of the proprietors; when 
the letter of the 19th of February was written to a different governor and 
“council, being throughout a comment on ¢hemr comdud?# ; and when prior 
letters, containing the like general difapprobation of the trade, exprefely 
excepted the plan to be framed by lord Clive and the fele& committee. 


® This plainly refers to the claim under phirmaun, which is cenggeeaed by this article of the 
treaty- 

+ The words, ** of that part of the treaty,” are omitted by Mr. Bolts, in’ order to apply 
RENUNCIATION to the plan of lord Clive and the felect committee, not then known in Caguana. 





A Won- 
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A wonderful difcovery i is now made of a deed, an unheard-of engage- 
ment among the company’s fervants, to fupport each other in a predeter- 
mined difobedience of orders. If thofe who fo readily adopt this opinion, 
had confulted the company’s records for information, and not to ferve a 
prefent purpofe, they would probably have read the whole relative to the 
fubje&, and might in fuch cafe have found every particular entered at large 
among the proceedings of the council, 16th of September *, 1765, and 
tranf{mitted to the direétors in the general letter. 


The p'an being formed, and fhares of the fociety diftributed among the 
company’s fervants, according to their refpe€tiye rank, the conduct of this 
trade was entrufted to a committee, chofen for that purpofe, who pro- 
ceeded to make many contraéts for falt. But it was foon found impoffible, 
without the concurrence of the council, ** to t eftablifh the credit of the 
« fociety, fo as to raife the neceflary fund for carrying on the trade.” The 
committee of trade therefore requeft a deed in writing to fecure to them 
this trade during the year, ending 31ft of Auguft, 1766. 


Had the direétorg thought fit to fend retrofpective orders for the aboli- 
tion of this fociety, ere&ted with the previous affent of themfelves and their 
conftituents, fuch orders could not arrive in Bengal t before the year was 
expired. The council therefore unanimoufly refolved to indemnify the 
committee of trade, in an engagement undertaken upon the faith of the 
eompany; and as the Admiral Stevens was not yet difpatched, “‘ Itis agreed 
“ to apply to the company for permiflion to renew the fame for the fu- 
“ ture concerns, if the plan meets with their approbation.” By this deed. 
the cammittee of trade becamre perfonally refponfible for the duties to the 
eompany, the council on the other hand engaging to continue the fo- 
ciety during one year. So little idea of guilt was entertained, that none 
of the gentlemen concerned have ever kept a copy; but the original deed 


* Appendix, p. 249 No. 143. 
+ Letter of the committee of trade, entered in Coufultations, 16th September, 1765. 
t The Admiral Stevens, which carried the firft intelligence, was difpatched on the 18th of 


October, 1765, and the engagement expired in Auguft, 1766. 
was 
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was drawn by Mr. Whittal *, whom Mr. Bolts fuppofes to have been 
cruelly oppreffed, by the fame men who entrufted him with this very dan- 
gerous con{piracy. Mr. Bolts knew the tranfaction would not bear the 
conftruction he wifhed it to receive. He therefore makes another F deed, 
the date of which is fupprefled, to precede this in his Appendix, becaufe it 
would otherwife have proved, that a difobedience of orders had never been 
in contemplation of the parties. This deed relating to a period, within 
which arders were expected to arrive from home, plainly fuppofes fuch 
orders would be obeyed, for it contains an exprefs ftipulation in a particular 
private contraé upon this event, “ that any order or direction fhall be 
« iffued by the honourable court of directors of the Eaft India company 
« in England, dy which the faid joint trade in falt, beetle-nut, and tobacco, 
“ fhall be fiopped.”” It was not, therefore, the private intention of thefe 
gentlemen to difobey, much lefs would they have fet forth fuch intention 
upon the pud/ic records of the company, if they had ever entertained the 
thought. 


Having thus removed the imputation of difobedience, we may now pro- 
ceed to examine the plan propofed for carrying on the trade in a manner 
agreeable to inftructions received from home. It appears, from a review 
of the evils which gave rife to the firft deliberations on this fubject, as like- 
wife from the whole courfe of correfpondence with the governor and coun-. 
cil, that the principal obje&t of the company was to-reprefs the practices of 
private traders, fo ruinous to the peace of the country, the revenues and 
‘government of the nabob. Atthe fame time, the trade, in the language 
of the refolution of a general court, ‘** ought to be carried on è for the be- 
nefit of the “ company’s fervants,” under ‘ fuch regulations as may pre- 
« vent all future difputes between the fubah and the company ` ” 


Mr. Whittal, an attorney of the mayor’s court, was directed to draw out the deed; and 
the letter of the committee of trade, and refolution thereupon, which appear in Confultations, 
were tran{nutted to him as inttructions for forming the fame. What this friend of Mr. Bolts 
may have added, before or fince, it is impoflible for thofe to fay who have no copy of the decd. 

+ This deed was executed more than twelve months after the other. 


q ‘Ihe refolution of the general court is centered at length in the firft part of this chapter, 


It 
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It occurred, that a syovernment beaten down by the violence of indivi- 
duals, in the profecution of a claim afterwards enforced by our arms, ahd 
eftablifhed by treaty, a government, which had long been trampled upon 
by all who afumed the Englifh name, could not again rear its head, while 
the fame perfons were permitted to traverfe the country without controul. 
The council, or the committee, had no legal authority to interfere, much 
lefs to punith oppreffors ; and among a people formed by nature, and by 
habit, to bear the yoke of conquerors, where the dread of our power in- 
ereafed with our victories, the fword of juftice muft fall from the feeblee 
hands of a magiftrate, yet unaflured of fupport. Neceflity, not to fay hu» 
manity, required an immediate recall of afl the Englith agents or go- 
maftahs, difperfed throughout the provinces, that the nabob’s officers, it 
difcharging their duty, might no longer fear a conteft with power. This 
meafure was enforced by the moft pofitive repeated orders of the directors, 
who had very juftly determined not to permit a continuance of the trade on 
its former footing. The new covenants had excluded the receipt of pre- 
fents ; while the increaied inveftment of the company, (after the dewanny 
was obtained) abforbed the trade of individuals, and removed all profpect 
of advantage in a foreign commerce. No other fund remained for the re- 
ward of fervices; and without propofing a reafonable profpe& of inde- 
pendent fortunes, it was ridiculous to hope that common virtue could 
withftand the allurements of daily temptation, or that men armed with 
power would abftain from the fpoils of a proftrate nation. 


Thefe confiderations induced the committee to frame a plan for carrying 
on the inland trade in thefe articles, by which it was propofed, to recall all 
private agents, to form one fociety, who fhould difpofe of their falt, &c. 
at certain markets, diftributing the fhares in this fociety among the com- 
pany’s fervants, according to their refpective rank. 


Mr. Sumner, who was indefatigable in adjufting every part of the plan, 
actually fearched about twenty years back; and the price was in confe- 
quence of this refearch fixed at the feveral markets, to which the fociety 
tran{ported falt, full fifteen per cent. lower.than the price at which ie 


28 ufually 
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ufually fold From thefe markets it was carried by the natives; fo that 
the confumer muft purchafe his falt for lefs than had been ordinarily given. 
A duty, amounting to one hundred and twenty thoufand pounds, was eftab- 


hfhed for the company, which was increafed the following year to one 
hundred and fixty thoufand pounds. 


Salt is made at a certain feafon of the year; and perfons who advance 
their money to the manufacturer, contracted to furnifh the fociety. As 
the committee of trade, by the famous deed, became refponfible for the 
duties, it may appear reafonable to all but Mr. Bolts, that they fhould 
poiieis the means of performing their obligation. For this purpofe it was 
neceflary that the trade fhould continue during one whole year; and that 
permifhion fhould be given to difpofe of their ftock in hand, in cafe the 
directors abolifhed the fociety at the expiration of that period. 


A difficulty will here occur to the mind of the reader. How could 
the falt be fold at the ufual price, when the company and proprietors re- 
ceived each a profit? A duty had been always colleéted upon this arti- 
ticle at feveral chokeys, or cuftom-houfes. The extorticns and vexa- 
tious delays of the Nabob’s officers at each pafs, were fo burthenfome to 
the trade, that although the Subahdar received lefs than what was now 
paid to the company, yet the merchant fuffered to a much greater amount. 
Thefe duties were before colleéted at many places higher up the river 
than Calcutta; but as Calcutta now contains a greater. number of people 
than Muxadavad in its moft flourifhing ftate, no reafon could be urged 
for exempting the inhabitants from a burthen common to all the pro- 
vince. ‘This exemption moreover would have been fcarcely practicable, 
as the whole duty upon falt to the Company was paid by the committee 
of trade, who became refponfible in confequence of the deed above men- 
tioned. Mr. Bolts, fully aware of this difference, eftimates his prices, 
comparing them with former years, in the market of Calcutta. That the 
price of faltawvas not enhanced at other places, will appear by the tefti- 
mony of many gentiemen now in England. 


Suppofing, 
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Suppoling, for the fake of argument, that the price of falt was en- 
hanced throughout the country; this would only prove, that men who 
traded without payment of dutics, could fell cheaper than thofe who con- 
formed to the orders of their maflers. But as the price was really lower, 
we may hence judge of the exorbitant profit made by the Englith trader, 
who paid no duty, and puniithed the officers of government if they pre- 
fumed to interfere. Mr. Bolts very truly afferts, that feveral iv/s-/or ier- 
vants would have preterred their former trade to a fhare in the focietv ; 
yet the reader, perhaps, may not think, with Mr. Bolts, that pr/vere in- 
tereft is the teft of pubiic regulations. Mr. Keir himtelf, who was fo 
great a trader in falt, that he employed, in one feafon, thirteen thoufand 
people in the manufa@ture, fays, “ That the fociety for the trade in faln 
“ beetle-nut, and tobacco, inftituted by lord Clive and the fele& committee, 
‘“ was fo far from being detrimental to the country, that thofe articles 
were not only not fold dearer, but indeed at a lower rate, during the 
monopoly, at moft places at leaft, than, at a medium, had been done for 
many years before, while there was a fixt price upon them, which, 
“ no doubt, would have been of advantage to the people, had it been 
“< continued, particularly with regard to falt.” This confeffion will 
have the greater weight from Mr. Aver, as the eftablifhment of the fociety 
in queftion ** put an entire ftop to his trading in that article *.” 


éc 
ee 


ee 


When the firft plan was framed, lord Clive was engaged in negoci- 
ations at a great diftance from Calcutta. He did not, however, hefitate 
to give his aflent to the eftablifhment of a fociety which promifed fo well to 
anfwer the expectations of the company. The experience of a few months 
‘fuggefted feveral amendments, and lord Clive, in a minute, dzied <d So 


wia e 4“ — 


tember, 3766, lays, *“ [ find that the induftrious native is Riil a 
“ of that fhare to which he has an undoubted and a more natural richt; 
“ner is it yet upon that equitable footing which juftice and humanity 
“© would, I am fure, incline this committee to eftablith.’ Ele therefore 
propofes, that the falt fhall be fold at Calcutta, and the places where 
mate, to the black merchants, who fhall have the fole right of vending 


it throughout the country t. To prevent the rich trom engrofing, the 
* Vide Thoughts on the Affairs of Bengal, by Arch, Keir, Eig: p.-eF. 


+ Viac Appendix, p. 251. 
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Calcutta biack merchants were not to purchafe more than a certain pro- 
portion. As the price of falt was fixed at two hundred * rupecs per hun- 
dred 


* As falt was the only confiderable article of this commerce we have fnoken of the focietv, 
as eftablifhed for that article alone. In truth, tobacco was never bought, and a very {mall 
quantity of beetle-nut. 

It will be granted, I prefume, that the eftablifhment of this fociety was advantageous to the 
company. Let us now confider how the natives were affe@ed, 

The price of falt in Bengal, has ever been fluétuating and precarious, not only at Calcutta, 
where the faf is firit imported, or rather landed, but at Patna, which is our extreme boundary 
of this trade. 

At Calcutta, from the ycar 1760 to 1765, falt has fold from 100 Arcot rupees, to 17Q,Arcot 
rupees, per 100 maunds. 

At Patna, the lowelt price has been 350 rupees, and it has been often known to rife to 509 
rupees, 600 rupees, and even 700 rupees, before the eftablifhment of the fociety in queftion. 

For the purpofe of fixing the prices of fale at the twelve different markets, eftablithed by the 
committee of trade throughout the country, prices current, or rates of fale for many years paft; 
were obained from each ; from fome places for 13 years, from others for upwards of 20 years. 
The medium of which prices being taken, the committee eftablifhed their prices of fale from 
12 to 15 percent. lower than fuch medium. . 

It has been above obferved, that the prices of fale at Calcutta have been at 100 to 170 Arcee 
rupees per 100 maunds. At thefe rates it has been purchafed in Calcutta, and thence 
tranfported to Patna, and the other interior parts of the country, fubject, however, firft to the 
government's duty, and then to many illegal ftoppages, vexations, and taxes, which were at ai? 
times very confiderable. Under thefe circumftances, falt has always been fold at Patna from 
350 rupees to 7009 rupees per Ico maunds. 

By the fociety’s plan in 1765, a duty of 35 percent; and by the plan 1766, a duty of 50 per 
cent. was paid to the company as duans, and the falt was then permiticd to pafs through the 
whole country free from all farther duty, and free from vexations or ftoppages of any kind. 

It was evidently for the benefit of all interior parts of the country, to receive their falt at a cere. 
tain fixed ratc, rather than be fubject to a precarious rife or fall, cfpecially when this fixed rate 
was eftablifhed from 12 to 15 per cent. lower than the medium price for many years paft 

It is true that the inhabitants in and about Calcutta fuffered an increafe of price upon theis 
own immediate confumption. ‘he reafon was, that formerly the duties were levied on the paf- 
fage of falt to the different parts of the country, and now the duty was levied upon its importation 
into Ca!cutta. Mr. Bolts feems to have formed all his eftimates upon the price which falt bore at 
Calcutta, without making any allowance for the advantages which the interior parts of the ceun- 
try experienced. Mr. Sumner, who was at the head of the committee of trade, will teftifv, that, 
exclufive of the diftrict of Calcutta, falt was fold by the focicty at more moderate rates than it had 
been in former years, communibus annis. 

This increafe of price to the confumers of falt in the precingts cf Calcutta, fmall as it was, 
fell on them only.. By the fecond vear’s phm, when the focicty delivered falt to all the black 
merchants who chofe to become purchafers in Calcutta, at the rate of 2co rupees per 1co maunds, 
in which price was included the company’s duty of 50 per cent. and the purehafers had liberty 
to tranfport it through the country free from every other charge whatever. It is evident that the 
people then received it on terms infinitely mere advantageous than ever they did in former —— 

when 
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dred maunds, and all taxes, delays, and diffidulties, were removed, by 
collecting the duty from the fociety, the committee were enabled to af- 
certain the price at the feveral markets, which would effectually fecure 
the confumer from every impofition. 


Thofe who borrow their notions of commerce from countries where it is 
highly cultivated, under the protection of a perfect police, may condemn 
this laft attempt: but to the minds of fuch readers, I with to recall thofe 


when falt was not only fubjeét to the government’s duties, but to very confiderable additional 
charges, which arofe from {toppages, vexations, and illegal praétices. 

According to Mr Suimner’s eftimate, the loweft price of falt at (a) Patna, before the eftablith- 
ment of the focicty, was 350 Arcot rupees per 100 maunds, or 1d. 14 per Jb. Englifh, and it has 
been known to rife to sce rupees, or 1d. 44 600 rup. or 2d. 43 and even to 700 rup. or 2d. 
6s per lb. Englith. And after the eftablifhment of the fociety, the higheft price was 4co Arcot 
rupees per 100 maunds, which is rd. 33 per Ib. Englith. 

But I have authority from original papers in the poffeffion of Mr. Rumbold, to declare that all 
the fociety’s falt at Patna was fold at the rate of 1d. 42,1. d. £3, and 1d. 22 perlb. which is rather 
lower than Kr. Sumner’s eftimate. 

I learn alfo from Mr. Rumbold’s papers, that the common price of falt at Patna, before the 
cftablifhment of the fociety, was at the rate of 1d. £4, 1d. 24, and 1d. 3% per lb. and that after 
the abolit on of the fociety (in 1769 and 177¢) the common price was 1d. 42, 1d. sar and r d. 34 
perlb. Thefe circumitances are fubftantial proofs that the price of fa't at Patna wis nearly, if 
not precilely, commumibug annis, the fame, before the fociety took place, during the continu- 
ance of the fociety, and after the abolition of it, and therefore the eftablifhment of the fociety, 
even according to Mr. Rumbold’s papers, cannot be faid to have been a grievance. 

But there is a material difference between the price of falt at Patna, before the eftablithment 
of the fociety as ftated by Mr. Rumbold and as ftated by Mr. Sumner. The reafon is obvioufly 
this: Mr. Rumbold’s prices are only eftimated for two yeirs before the eftablifhment of the fo- 
ciety, wh.n they could not be very high, becaufe at that time the Englifh gentlemen in gene- 
ral traded in falt without paying any duties, but Mr. Summne:’s rices are taken upon an average 
of thirteen and twenty years back, long before the Englith had any concern in that tradc, when 
the duties of the country government were regulaily pail. 

At Gualparah the price of falt, after the eftablifiment of the fociety, was 4c¢0 Arcot rupees 
per 1co (4) Afam maunds, which is full 1d. ¿5 per lb. In the Rungpore and Chilmary dif- 
tricts, the price was 250 Arcot eupees per ice (ce) Chilmarv maund-, which is cd. s2 per Ib. 
‘Dhefe were alfo the average prices for many yeers bef re the eftiblifhment of the fociety ; but 
taen they were the prices at which falt ufed to be engrciled by the rich, who fold itagain ata 
confiderable profit by retail to the poor. Now a jer the eftablifhment of the foviety, the poor 
bought their ialt at the fame price at which the rich engrofiers ufe ! to buv it, and confequently 
were gainers of the difference between the wh lefile and retail prices. ‘I befe particulars I have 
Ss Mr. Baillie, who was agent for the fociety in the diitricts of Gualparah; Rungrpore, and 

ilimary. 


(a) Patna may becalled the extreme boundary of the company’s limits, 
(.) An Afam miund is 93 Ih, 
(:) A Chilinary maund is 33 Ib, 


{fecnes 





ER A VIEW OF THE ENGLISH 


{cenes of violence which had long diftracted Bengal; and at the fame time 
beg leave to fuggeft, that encouragement of indufiey * in the produétion, 
by an enhanced price from a fcarcity, was altogether unneceflary in an ar- 
ticle which might eafily be increafed to any quantity, which the fociety 
were always réady to fell for a certain fum; and when tonfequently falt 
would be purchafed by the merchants as long as the commodity would pay 
the expence of conveyance to the feveral markets. 


The violence with which the inland trade of individals had been fup- 
ported during Meer Coffim’s government, the bloodfhed and confufion 
which fotlowed, together with the perfeverance cf governor Spencer and 
his council, to fupport their conftruGtion of the phirmaund, or what was 
equivalent thereto, an exemption from .all other duties except two and a 
half per cent. upon falt, had irritated the diretors, and raifed fo ftrong a 
prejudice againft the trade, that the court refolved to abolifh even the plan 
.eftablifhed by the {felet committee. ‘This they did in their letter dated 
the #7th May 1760, not fufficiently confidering, that orders of diftant 
mafters were but a feeble barrier againft the united intereft of every man 
in the fettlement. They afterwards diftributed ampnge the fervants a 
commiffion of two and a half per cent. on the revenues, amounting to 
63,0001. per annum; byt when the general reftraint of inland trade was 
no longer fupported by the private intereft and authority of the council, 
Europeans largely engaged under the names of their black agents, and the 
profits of this commerce were added to the public allowance. 


The committee, better informed, forefaw the mifchiefs which might 
probably enfue throughout the country, and the general relaxation of go- 
vernment, which muft neceffarily follow, fhould the council fecretly en- 
gage in a trade prohibited by theiremployers. The letter from the direc- 
tors, above-mentioned, reached Calcutta in December 1766, at a time 
lord Clive was confined by a very fevere illnefs, which had nearly deprived 
him of life. As foon as his lordfhip could attend to bufinefs, the com- 


* It is by counteracting this principle that monopolies are generally injurious to a country ; 
but here the objection was obviated, 


mittee 
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mittee affembled, and on the 16th of January 1767, REsoLtvEpD, “ That 
« the Society of Trade fhall be abolifhed, and the inland trade totally re- 
« linquithed on the firft day of September next; but that we fully exprefs 
‘¢ our fentiment’ in our next advices to the company, refpe€ting the ad- 
& vantages which would refult to the fervice and to the country from the 
« continuance of thistrade under the prefent reftriction.”” Inconfequence 
of this refolution the fociety was adtually abolifhed on the sft day of Sep- 
tember 1767, nor did they engage in any newconcern. But as the com- 
“mittee were perfonally liable for large duties to the company, certain ruin 
muft have enfued had ne time been allowed for the difpofal of their ftock 
in hand. One year was therefore given for that purpofe. 


On the 24th of January, 1767, the committee wrote as follows to the 
court of directors. 


«© We now come to fpeak of your inftruGions relative to the inland 
« trade, which you very juftly confider as the foundation of all the blood- 
« fhed, maffacre and confufion which have happened of late years in 
‘¢ Bengal. Your orders are pofitive, and therefore our obedience fhall be 
« implicit. Accordingly you will obferve in our proceedings, that the fo-. 
‘« ciety for conducting this branch of traffic ftands abfolutely abolifhed on 
« the firft day of September next. ‘The contracts for the prefent year be- 
« ing formed, and large advances made, it was impoffible, without ruin 
« to individuals, and confufion to the public, to fix an earlier date for the 
& execution of your orders. 


« But although our duty obliges us to pay the ftricteft obedience to 
«© your peremptory orders for abolifhing a trade, to which you exprefs fo 
“¢ ftrong on averfion, the fame duty requires we fhould freely offer our 
« fentiments upon a fubje&, in which we think your immediate intereft, 
« the good of the fervice, and the public welfare are deeply concerned. 
‘© The honourable court of directors, and, indeed, the whole body of pro- 
« prietors, found it neceffary to reftrain by covenants their civil and mili- 
“tary fervants from receiving thofe advantages to which they had for 


“ many 
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“ many years been accuftomed. It is likewife prepofed, that you may 
** enjoy the real fruits of your late acquifitions, to make fuch an encreafe 
“ of inveftment, particularly in filk, as will effectually deprive your fer- 
‘“ vants of the ufual benefits arifing from private trade. Farther, that the- 
" revenues may not be injured in any degree, they are prohibited from 
“ lending money at a higher rate of intereft than twélve per cent. per an- 
‘“ num; and a trade by fea in the manufactures of the country, being the 
“only remaining channel for the exertion of induftry, that likewife i: 
‘* choaked up by thofe fhoals of free merchants annually imported, whc 
‘< being incumbered with no public bufinefs, nor confined to refidence in 
** Bengal, can carry on a. free trade with every port in India to much 
“ greater advantage than your fervants. 


“ Taking all thefe circumftances into confideration, refleéting alfo upon. 
** the great increafe of luxury of late years, in confequence of the fudden 
“ influx of wealth, and that it will not be praticable for a time to reduce 
s“ the charges of living to the prefent means of fupporting thofe charges, 
“& we adopted, in confequence of your permiffion, the plan of a regulated. 
‘© and reftricted inland trade, as the beft method of rewarding faithful 
7 fervices, the fureft means to excite zeal, and the faireft mode of car- 
« rying on a beneficial trade, without relinquifhing all the advantages we 
< have hitherto received, or fubjecting the natives to thofe encroachments 
“on their natural rights, of which they have with too much reafon com- 
“¢ plained. 


“ Our letter by the Camden, and proceedings by the Cruttenden, will 

*¢ explain to you the regulations in the original plan of the fociety, which 
& took place in the month of September laft. Under thefe regulations 
« the trade can fcarce be confidered in the odious light of a monopoly, 
< fince we are rather the agents for manufacturing the falt, than the pro- 
« prietors of the trade. It is fold in Calcutta to the natives only, and, to 
« the utter exclufion of all Europeans, at an eafier rate thanet could be pro- 
«¢ cured when under the management of the government, before we were 
4t admitted to any participation. The natives tranfport it to all the differ- 
** ent 
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“ent parts of the country, under fuch limitations, that it muft reach the 
“ hands of the confumer at a ftated and moderate price. Hereby the peo- 
« ple fenfibly feel the juftice and lenity of our government; and your fer- 
“ vants, who have attained the higheft ftations, after a courfe of many 
“ years {pent in this unfavourable climate, reap the reward of their fervices, 
“ and enjoy the means of fecuring that independence to which they have 


“ fo equitable a claim. 


« We are now directed totally to renounce all fhare and benefit arifing 
« from this trade. It muft be made over to the natives. The govern- 
“ ment muft of courfe come into poffeffioh; nor can it be carried on 
*¢ otherwife than upon the ancient footing of farming it out to minifters, 
“ officers, favourites, and dependents on the government, who will rear 
* immenfe fortunes upon the oppreffion and ruin of the public, in defpite 
‘ of our utmoft influence and endeavours. Thefe are at prefent our fuf- 
“ picions, time alone can verify our conje€tures. You no doubt will 
<¢ maturely confider how far it is probable men will continue honeft againft 
u all the fedudctiens of private intereft; and whether it may not be ne- 
« ceflary to ftrengthen the ties of that duty expected from your fervants, 
“ by the lighter bonds of gratitude for the affluence which they enjoy 
« during the time of their fervitude, and the independency they ought 
“¢ to fecure before the clofe of their labours.” 


Long before the laft orders of the directors arrived, the committee, 
fenfible that abufes might grow up, notwithftanding the late regulations, 
unlefs the governors were wholly unconnected with every intereft in the 
country, recommended to the council, in confequence of the following 
minute, entered in confultations 19th of September 1766, that the pre- 
{ident fhould relinquifh his fhares in the falt-fociety, and receive an equi- 
valent * from the revenues. 


* The directors aiterwards adopted this expedient refpecting all their fervants ; but by abolith- 
ing the reftri€tions under which this trade was carried on, and oppofing ineffectual prohibitions 
toth private intereft of all their fervants, they have let in upon the country all the former evils, 
and lolt their revenues from this commerce. 


R Select 
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Seleé&t Committee Proceedings, 19th of September 1766. 


« The right honourable the prefident has urged the neceffity of reftrict- 
“ing the future governors of this prefidency, in points of trade and 
“« private intereft, with arguments of fo much force and conviction, in 
« the following minute, that we unanimoufly agree in recommending his 
« lordfhip’s propofal to the board, that it / may be carried into execution 
“¢ with all convenient difpatch. 


« Lord Clive’s Minute. 


« Our attention as a felet committee invefted with extraordinary powers 
“ by the court of directors, has been conftantly engaged in reforming the 
« abufes which had crept into the feveral departments of this government 
« The important work has been fteadily profecuted with zeal, diligence, 
« and difintereftednefs on our parts, and the fuccefs of our labours gives 
“ us reafon to hope that our employers will be of opinion that we have 
« eftablifhed many ufeful and neceflary regulations. Many others how- 
« ever are ftill wanting to complete our plan; but I doubt not that the 
« fame principles which have hitherto guided our conduét, will continue 
“to direct and juftify the meafures we have yet to puriue. 


« To place the prefident in fuch a fituation as will render his govern- 
« ment honourable to himfelf, and advantageous to the compan, appears 
“ to be an object of as much confequence as any that has been taken into 
« our confideration. Where fuch immenfe revenues are concerned, whese' 
“« power and authority are fo enlarged, and where the eye of juftice and 
‘© equity fhould be ever watchful, a governor ought not to be embarraffed 
« with private bufinefs. He ought to be free from every occupation in 
« which his -judgment can poflibly be biafled by his interet. The exten- 
« five commercial affairs, the ftudy of the finances, the politics of the 
« country, the epiftolary correfpondence, the proceedings of council and 
“ committee, thefe are fufficient to employ every moment of his time; 
« and I am confident they cannot be conducted with the requifitive atten- 


tion 
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« tion to the company’s intereft, if the mind of the governor be diverted 
“ by complicated mereantile affairs of his own. 


« If we look back upon thofe unhappy diffenfions, which have fre- 
«& quently brought the company’s poffeffions in Bengal almoft to the point 
« of deftruétion, we fhall find that they have- generally proceeded from 
s the conduct of governors, who, too eager in the purfuit of private in- 
« tereft, have involved themfelves in affairs which could not pe recon- 
« ciled to the ftrict principles of integrity. To prevent {crutinies and 
« difcoveries, which might in any degree affe& their honour, they have 
« freqnently been reduced to the neceffity of conniving at abufes which 
« would otherwife have been brought to light and remedied. The wel- 
« fare of this great company fhould be the fole ftudy of a governor; 
« attached to that point alone, his meafures could never be thwarted by 
« the malice of oppofition, becaufe they would all be propofed for the 
« public good, and actions will always be juftified or condemned from the 
« principles on which they are founded. 


« Such a ftate of independency and honour muft be highly eligible to 
“a governor; and, in my opinion, it can only be acquired by cutting 
“« off all poffibility of his benefitting himfelf either by trade, or that 
« influence which his power neceflarily gives him in thefe opulent pro- 
** vinces. 


« I therefore propofe that the governor fhall, in the moft public man- 
« ner, in the prefence of all the company’s fervants, the mayor and al- 
« dermen, and free merchants, aflembled at the Mayor’s Court, take the 
¢ oath and execute the penalty-bond annexed. 


« The confideration I have propofed is į per cent. upon the revenues, 
« excepting thole arifing from the company’s own lands at Calcuta, 
« Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chittagong. 


« Although by thefe means a governor will not be able to amais a for- 


“ tune of a million, or half a million, in the {pace of two or three years, 
mir 2 yet 
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& yet he will acquire a very handfome independengy, and be in that very 
“ fituation, which a man of nice honour and tre zeal for the fervice 
“s would with to poffefs. Thus fituated, he may defy all oppofition in 
“ council; he will have nothing to afk, nothing to propofe, but what he 
«& means for the advantage of his employers. He may defy the law, be- 
* caufe there can be no foundation for a bill of difcovery; and he may 
« defy the obloquy of the world, becaufe there can be nothing cenfurable 


* inhis eonduédt. 


It fhort, if ftability can be infured to fuch a government 


‘© as this, where riches have been acquired in abundance, in a {mall {pace 


“© of time, 
** pacities, 


by all ways and means, and by men with or without ca- 
it muft be effected by a governor thus reftriéted; and TI {hall 


« think it an honour if my propofal be approved, to fet the firft ex- 


* ample.” 


The oath was, That the governor 
fhould not, directly or indirectly, 
carry on any trade, but that he 
fhould not be precluded from dif- 
pofing of fuch goods or merchan- 
dife as might be on his hands un- 
fold at the time of his commencing 
governor. 


A provifo was inferted, That he 
fhould not be prevented from pur- 
chafing diamonds or other precious 
ftones, provided he did not difpofe 
of the fame by way of barter or fale 
in the Eaft Indies, or from remitting 
his fortune to England by bills, or in 
any other fhape. 


That he would not lend money 
ata higher rate of intereft than ten 
per. cent. 


OBSERVATION 5. 

‘The reader muft obferve that this oath was 
drawn up notto be taken by lord Clive only, 
but by future governors, who, as merchants, 
muft be fuppofed to have fome merchandife 
undifpofed of at the time of their coming to 
the chair. Lord Clive himfelf was not ene 
gaged in commerce. 


It may be proper to remark that there 
were only two (eligible or perhaps ftrictly 
legal) modes of remitting private fortunes to 
England, the one by bills on the company, 
the other by diamonds. Every man preferred 
the forme? when he could obtain it, =z 
leaft hazardous. 


The company’s fervants, even by permii- 
fion of the court of “directors, had a right 
to lend money at twelve per cent. and the 
common practice had been to lend at two 


and 
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That he would not receive any 
prefent from any of the country 
powers exceeding the amount {pc- 
cified in his covenants with the 
company. 


That he would not receive any 
fee or gratuity for the difpoial of 
any office or employment whatfo- 
ever, the true intent and meaning 
of the oath being, that in confider- 
pet the 
Dewannee collections, his falary and 


ation of 4 cent. upon 
itated allowances, commiuflion up- 
on the mint, and freight 
goods, and money lent at ten per 


cent. intereft, no other emolument 


coral, 


or advantage whatfoever, either by 
trade or otherwiie, fhould accrue to 
him as governor of Bengal. 


125 


and three percent. per menfem It would 
have been very ridiculous if a governor, upou 
not being able to procure the remittance of 
all his fortune, fhould not have had the 
power of lending at a moderate rate of inte- 
reft, which ten per cent. moft certainly is in 
that country. It is not more than equiva- 
Jent to five per cent. in England. 


It was poffible that former covenants might 
be evaded. This oath, and the penalty-bond 
which followed it, made all evafion imprac- 
ticable. 


The commiffion upon the mint, coral, 
and freizht fhip» is fixed, and belong to the 
governor by long ufage, and by the appoint- 
ment of the company, It amounts to a 
very trifling fum. 


This propofal being approved by the council, a deed between lord Clive 
and the company, correfpondent with the oath, was executed and regifter- 
ed in the Mayor’s Court, by which the governor bound himiclf to the 
faithful performance of every claufe in the penal fum of 150,0c01. to be 
forfeited in cafe he fhould act contrary to that indenture, one third to the 
informer, and two thirds to the company; recoverable upon proof given 


im 
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am the ccurt of chancery, exchequer, the mayor’s court at Calcutta, before 
the court of direCtors, or the council at Bengal. 





Whether the trade of this fociety fo reftrained under the eye of a pre- 
fident, who, without the bias of intereft, might derive honour to himfelf 
by correGing the faults of others, was lefs injurious to the natives than 
the trace carried on at prefent, the reader may determine. I will venture 
to affert, without fear of contradiction, that when the increafed charge of 
40,000 le upon the revenues, is added to the lofs of duties, it will be found, 
that the company have fuffered more than 150,000]. per annum by over- 
turning this plan. 


To anfwer the arguments of every caviller, would be unworthy thofe 
who wifh to give information. Faéts are ftated, the motives explained, 
and authentic papers referred to for proof of my affertions. "This may 
be deemed fufficient by fome, for fo far only the public intereft extends; 
but I hope the candid reader will not think it an improper intrufion on his 
patience, if I proceed to refute an injurious afperfion thrown upon the 
character of the noble lord, who was a principal a@or in the tranfaction 
here explained. 


Lord Clive declared, in his letter to the court of direGtors, that his intention 
was to relinquifh his fhare of trade to the inferior fervants. ‘This de- 
claration was made upon a fuppofition that the sland trade would be - 
prohibited, and defigned “ as a means to alleviate the diffatisfa&ion which 
« fuch reftricitons may occafion.” The company refolved to continue the 
inland trade. No reafon therefore exifted which could induce a man 
of honour to refufe that fhare in the fociety, which was eftablithed foy 
all fucceffive governors, when a plan, framed in purfuance of orders from 
«lirećtors and proprietors, was carried into execution. 


But it is faid, lord Clive declared, in a general court, that he would 
return to England not enriched a fhilling by his expedition. This en- 
gagement he literally fulfilled. His fhares in the fociety ðf the firit year, 
for he had none in the fecond, together with his commiffion on the reve- 

nues, 





GOVERNMENT IN BENGAL. 127 


rues, appear upon the public récords. Thefe he diftributed among the 
gentlemen who accompanied him to India; and his intention fo to do was. 
known in England as early as the 24th of March, 1767; for on that 
day a ballot being taken on a queftion concerning the jaghire, the follow-- 
ing declaration from a friend of his lordfhip was not only repeatedly 
publifhed in every news-paper, but induftrioufly circulated among the pro— 
prietors of India ftock. 


-¢ That his lordfhip has been adding to his fortune is moft untrue. His 
“ friends “defy the bittereft of his enemies to fupport the charge. A 
«- folemn affeveration in that refpect, from lord Clive himfelf, was read- 
« in court by the friend to whom lord Clive addreffed his letter; and 
“ it is now fubmitted to print, in order to difcredit affertions which’ 


“ are falfe, or elfe to remain in public teftimony againft his lord- 
“ hip. 


Extraé of a letter from lord Clive, dated Calcutta, 30th Sept. 1765. 


« That you may affert with confidence the juftice of my caufe, I -do 
‘* declare by the God who made me, it is my abfolute determination to 
s refufe-every prefent of confequence ; and that I will not return to Eng- 
“< land with one rupee more than arifes from my jaghire. My profits 


« from falt fhall be divided among thofe friends who have endangered 


«& their lives and conftitutions in attending me. The congratulatory na- ` 


s& zirs*, &c. fhall be fet oppofite my extraordinary expences; and if ought 
« remains, it fhall goto Poplar, or fome other hofpital.”? - 


The account laft mentioned was delivered to the council of Calcutta 
upon his departure for England; and the writer of thefe fheets can teftify 
that nothing did remain. On the contrary, his lordfhip expended more 
than five thoufand pounds from his: private fortune. 


To refufe complinicntary prefents, or, as they called in the letter, congratulatory nazirs,_ 


would, in India, be deemed an affront. Prefents, to a certain value, are therefore excepted in 
the covenants. 


The. 





Q AEF 
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The reader fhould underftand whence this laft engagement, not to en- 
rich himfelf, had arifen. The motion, in 1764, to requeft lord Clive would 
again embark for India, was received with univerfal applaufe, and imme- 
diately paffed into a vote. Some gentlemen in the dire€tion, although 
they. could not object to the expedition, raifed obftacles to its execution in 
every ftage of the bufinefs. They condemned the powers to be given to 
the feleé&t committee, although they themfelves had three months before, 
in a léfs alarming fituation of affairs, invefted Mr. Vanfittart fingly with 
abfolute authority *, had given the fame powers to Mr. Vanfittart’s un- 
known fucceffor, jointly with a felet committeé ; nay, afligned as a reafon 
for not giving thefe powers'to him alone, that they knew not who that 
fucceffor might be. It was at length infinuated, that the expedition was 
convenient to his lordfhip, who had the /ame object with every other man 
in the company’s fervice. Lord Clive thought proper to contradit thefe 
calumnies ; at the fame time declaring that he would not enrich himfelf 
by his voyage to India. It furely will appear a very forced conftruction 
of fuch an engagement, to contend that he ought not to apply the ac- 
knowledged profits of his government to the reward of thofe whofe fer- 
vices were neceflary to him in the difcharge of his public duty. 


Thefe gentlemen went to India with the knowledge of the directors, but 
without any emoluments from the company. Unreftrained by covenants, 
they might have been eafily enriched by trade or prefents. Numberlefs 
‘opportunities occurred ; but it was thought more honourable to confer 
upon them the known acknowledged rewards which the governor might 
juftly have appropriated to himfelt. 


It has been afferted, that the jaghire was reftored to lord Clive upon his 
entering into the engagements before mentioned. Nothing is lefs true. 
It is notorious, that he declared himfelf ready to embark for India, and 
leave his right to the decifion of the law. When the proprietors requefted 
him to accept the government and command of their forces, the jaghire 
was depending in chancery. By the proceedings in the caufe, it appears 


See the general letter to Bengal, in Fcbruary, 1764. i 
that 
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that a curious reafon had been given for withdrawing it, “ becaufe all 
“ cordiality had ceafed between the directors and his lordfhip.” This: 
reafon not being conclufive with the proprietors, a propofal of accommo- 
dation was accepted, and the jaghire was fettled upon his lordfhip for. 
ten years, if he fhould fo long live. The direGors, in the year 1767, fen- 
fible of his difinterefted fervices.in Bengal, prapofed to a general court a 
prolongation of this term ; and, although fome oppofition was made while: 
the crown claimed a right to thecompany’s revenues, a farther term. of ten. 
years was afterwards. added, by an unanimous vote of the proprittors, Mr. 
Vanfittart himfelf fpeaking in fupport of the motion. | 





5. C HAP: 
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CHAP V 


The Impoffibility of introducing Englifh Laws’ into Bengal, 
with fome Obfervations an the Nature of thofe Regulations 
which the Mannera and Habits of the Natives may admit. 





N the foregoing chapters of this work, the principal objets of, gowern- 

ment are examined fo far as the power and influence of the Englith 
have produced a change. The reader, who is converfant with the hiftories 
of more fettled ftates, will not be greatly furprifed if fome errors fhould 
appear, and will judge with temper the condu@ of men, who, compelled 
by neceffity, have acted in a new fcene, unaided by experience. If in 
‘Great Britain, where the form of our government has grown up to maturity 
in the courfe of feveral ages; where the power of each magiftrate has un- 
dergone frequent difcuffions from, the united wifdom of fucceffive genera- 
tions; where all authority is commitied to the hands of men formed by 
education for their feveral ftations, and where the effects of its exertion 
may be traced in our hiftory; if, in a country like this, we are perpetually 
alarmed with fuppofed invafions of our rights, and frightful pi@tures of 
encreafing defpotifin are daily held forth to terrify the people, what a por- 
trait might the dulleft imagination exhibit of Bengal? By minds open to 
fuch impreffions, little regard will be had to the different manners and 
habits of a people; to the enterprifing Mahomedan or Armenian oppofed 
to the gentle native of India ; to the condition of conquerors living amidft 
a timid and fubmiffive race, like foldiers unreftrained by difcipline; of men 
clamoroufly demanding the protection of laws ill underftood and worfe 
applied, where intereft and paffion unite to confound all order, and where 
lordly traders, impatient of controul, hope to gratify their own fordid ava- 
rice in the general wreck. Such confiderations will have little weight 
with many readers, who will eftimate our conduct in the government of 
Bengal by the rigid letter of thofe laws, which the mere perfed& polity of 
Great 
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Great Britain can alene admit. Without examining my own conduct 
by rules which I do not underftand, and which were not formed 
for the {cene in which I aéted, it will fully fatisfy my ambition, if to the 
candid and difpaffionate I fhall appear to have purfued the interefts of my 
employers, to have refpected the rights of others, and to have deferved 
the character of an honeft man. 


When lord Clive arrived in Bengal, in the year 1765, the Englifh had 
gradually advanced to that point, which rendered a continuance of their for- 
mer fyft€m impoffible. - The principles upon which the fubfequent change 
was conducted, the reader will examine by fhe motives which our fituation 
at that time fuggefted ; and, if he wifhes to form a juft judgment, will 
attend to the whole affairs of the company, both at home and abroad. I 
have here given a plain and artlefs narration of our tranfactions, and might 
now difmifs the fubje&t, but that, after the experience of more than twenty 
years, I feel myfelf inftigated to refift thofe wild opinions, which probably 
have arifen from ignorance of the country. ‘To demonftrate the impoffi- 
bility of introducing Englifh laws, or, indeed, any new fyftem, will not be: 
difficult. ‘To point out thofe alterations in government, by which it may 
be poffible to connect the welfare of Bengal with the intereft of Great 
Britain, is a more arduous tafk. I fhallattempt the latter part with extreme 
diffidence and diftruft, fince our own experience is yet very imperfect, 
and that of other nations can afford little affiftance. 


Men well verfed in hiftory too often imbibe not the fpirit of nations. 
They trace not the various means by which the minds of a people gradually 
unfold to civilization, by which men are moulded for the reception of 
laws. They regard not the flow growth of thofe opinions, which can 
alone give effe& to limitations of power in the magiftrate, but would tranf- 
plant in an inftant a fyftem of laws eftabiifhed in this country by the pro- 
greflive experience of ages, and impofe it on a diftant people whofe reli- 
gion, whofe cuitoms, whofe habits of thinking, and manner of life equally 
prohibit the attempt. 


S 2 Thefe 
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Thefe arg not errors of the vulgar. The philofopher here only miftakee, 
Afk the peafant his right to a field; his father enjoycd it before him, 
Let a clown be flightly beaten for a trefpafé, whom an aG@ion at law would 
have ruined: he underftands not the trial by jury, or the relation it bears 
to our government; yet he complains of arbitrary violence, and his caufe 
is ef{poufed by his neighbours, as little informed as himéelf. 





This fpirit, this opinion of right, which gives force and effect to our 
laws, is magured by age, and tranfmitted from father to fon, like the 
Tubje@s to which it relates. If the northern nations who broke dn upon 
the Roman empire could not relifh thofe beauties of art which are the im- 
mediate objects of fenfe, how can a people receive even beneficial provi- 
fions, which have no exiftence but in the mind, are known but by their 
effe&, and which experience alone can approve? Intricate laws among a 
rude people may, like refinements in religion, be ufeful to men entruifted 
with the facred depofit. "The more anxious the care of the legiflator, the 
more complex the limitations of power, the more occafions of abufe will 
occur. Lawyers, like the priefts of old, will judge of the duties of men 
by the interefts of their own order, and the oppreffed fubJe@ will feel the 
infiitution a burthen without reaping the {mallet advantage. Even fup- 
poling men of enlightened minds and tried integrity to prefide, their influ- 
ence will fcarcely be felt. ‘The dread of the Englith name has proved a 
pientiful fource of oppreffion in the hands of private men. Shall we add 
a complicated fyftem of laws to impofe on a timid and indolent race? 
Who will underftand his rights? Who will apply to our courts for re- 
dreís? Thus to leffen the powers of government, muft we fly to anarchy, 
and render every Englifh gomaftah the interpreter of his own claims? 
‘There are fome notions of juftice not confined to time and place, derived 
from the neceffary intercourfe of men, and common to every clime. 
Thefe are the foundations of all government, and from fuch fimple be- 
ginnings muftour fabrick be reared. To render all rights plain and fim- 
ple, toremove rather the occafion than means of oppreffion, and to enforce 
a prompt admuiniftration of juftice, according to the primary laws of all na- 
tions, can alone be fafely attempted. 











This 
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This fubje& deferves a fuller difcuffion. set us therefore defcend 
fomewhat into detail. Perfonal contraéts form a confiderable title in every 
. code; and here different nations approach neareft to each other. Our 
law of contracts-is greatly borrowed from the civil law, which has becn 
adopted with fome little variation by all the other nations of Europe. 
‘The commentaries upon the Koran, as far as they regard matters of con- 
tract, are; I am told, chiefly derived from the iame law, eftablifhed in 
the Greek empire, and are received, fubject to the arbitrary will of the 
prince and his officers, wherever the Mahomedan religion prevails. 


‘The truth is, that there can be little diverfity, where all men have the 
fame intention, and exprefs it nearly in the fame manner. No fooner do 
mutual neceflities beget an exchange of commodities, than the nature of 
a fale is perfetly underftood. If I relinquifh my horfe, and accept the 
price, in no quarter of the world can this fimple tranfaction be mif- 
taken. So he that receives goods from a merchant without mention of 
price, tacitly engages to pay their real value in the market. So likewife 
he that employs a perfon to tranfa& bufinefs, or perform any work, un- 
dertakes to pay him as muchas his labour deferves. Yet even here fome 
diverfities will occur in the laws of different tates. Not to mention the 
various caufes or confiderations of contracting, every agreement has a re- 
lation not to the parties only, but to all around them, to the government, 
to the ftate of commerce, to the police of the country. 


Public rights are every where more expofed than private. The ex- 
tent of the former renders them lefs fubjec&t to infpe€tion, and the officers 
employed have little intereft in their defence. In the moft free countries 
the magiftrate is therefore armed with extraordinary powers, and is per- | 
mitted to vindicate his claim, when a lapfe of time feems to have eftab- 
lifhed the right in another. Where fhall this privilege end? What fu- 
perior remedies fhall the magiftrate poffefs? Into what hands fhall he 
follow the propeyty of his debtors ? or what tranfactions {hall he be per- 
mitted to unravel? 


Againg 
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Again, various degrees of credit prevail in the dealings of different na- 
tions, but in none are all engagements immediately executed. Upon what 
mutual undertaking muft the contract be founded, by what evidence fup- 
ported, before the individual can call upon the magiftrate for affiftance? 
When fhall it be confidered as his duty to interfere ? What procefs againft 
the perfon fhall the creditor demand? What punifhment be infli&ed to 
enforce the payment of debts ? What unequal contracts {hall the creditor 
be admitted to refcind ? 


Thefe are queftions which no gencral reafoning can enable us*to an- 
fwer, but which the prudent legiflator muft determine, with a view to the 
prefent fituation and commerce of his fubje&ts. 


The hungry and neceffitous will ever commit depredations on pro- 
perty. This is an evil which the public are concerned to reprefs, and 
encouragement muft be given to the owner in purfuit, whether the in- 
jury be an open and violent, or a fecret theft. ‘To what cafes fhall this 
right extend? By what transfer of poffeffion fhall the property be changed? 
Shall the rule vary, as the thing taken can be more eafily conveyed or con- 
cealed ? How fhall we decide between the intereft of a fair purchafer on 
one hand, and the claim of a meritorious profecutor of crimes, himfelf 
equally innocent, equally injured on the other? Thefe, and innumer- 
able like points, muft finally depend on the ftate and condition of a na- 
tion; and he, who is in the fmalleft degree converfant with the hiftory 
of laws in any country, muft have obferved, that they perpetually vary 
with the varying condition of a people. As well might we tranfplant the 
full-grown oak to the banks of the Ganges, as dream that any part ofa 
code, matured by the patient labours of fucceflive judges and legiflators 
in this ifland, can pofhibly coalefce with the cuftoms of Bengal 


To purfue our chain of reafoning, it will be neceffary to mveftigate the 
domeftic relations of private hfe. Here the intelligent reader will dif- 
cover that different nations diverge, as it were, ftill farther from the com- 
mon -centre, until climate, religion, and laws confpiring, have formed 


creatures. 
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creatures fo diffimilar to each other, as “might tempt one to rank them 
under different fpecies. As well might we expeé that the Hindoo could 
change his colour, as that feveral millions of people fhould renounce in 
an inftant thofe cuftoms, in which they have lived, which habit has con- 
firmed, and religion has taught them to revere. If this were accom- 
plifhed, more than half our work would yet remain. They muft not 
only renounce old, but afflume new manners. The man muft be again 
created; and this prodigy be effe&ted by unknown laws, repugnant to 
every thing he had heard, feen, or felt. 


It is common to uninformed man, in every quarter of the globe, to 
judge rather from the perceptions of fenfe, than the cooler refinements of 
reafon. This habit of thinking pervades his whole condué&t. The dif- 
tant relation to the magiftrates is forgotten, while the benefits derived 
from the father or mafter make a lively impreffion on the mind. Remove 
the impulfe of fear, and the former relation depends wholly on an opi- 
nion of remote advantage, the growth of which no experience of pro- 
tection in defpotic ftates can greatly favour. A defe& of government 
naturally tends to draw clofer the ties of private life, and the individual 
unprotected from without, fhrinks into the fanaller focicty, where all the 
affeGtions of his heart concentre. A country without police provides na 
afylum for diftrefs. The poor look up to the hand that feeds them, and 
experience of a mafter’s indulgence produces a more ready fubmiffion to 
his power, than to that of a judge, whofe condué is equally unreftrained 
by rule. ‘This is not confined merely to domeftic fervants, but ex- 
tends equally to manufacturers employed by the merchant. With- 
out this authority the mafter would fear to advance his money, and the 
workman be unableto procure either the means of fubfiftence, or the ma- 
terials of his work. 


© When Cofim Ally Cawn claimed the full dominion of his country, 
and bitterly inveighed againft the Englith for encroaching upon the offi- 
cers of his government, it was univerfally underftood that he claimed no 
power over the weavers, &c. in the Englith pay. Throughout Mr. Van- 

fittart’s 
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fittart’s Narrative this ış dvery where fuppofed, and the Nabob, in anfwes 
to the laft treaty propofed, declares, “ Whenever the chiefs and gomaftahs 
* of your factories interrupt not my people, and the dependents on the 
** government, my officers alfo will not interfere with the weavers, py- 
“ cars, and others u/ually dependent on your factories.” 


That Mr. Vanfittart underftood this power not to be relinquifhed in his 
treaty, though the right appeared too plain to be expre{sly inferted, is 
evident from his minute in Confultations, the firft of February, 1763. 
This authority was afterwards abufed, when the company became grand; 
monopolizers of the trade. But the intereft of common matters abun— 
dantly fecured the fervant from oppreffion, left he fhould {eek for pro~ 
tection elfewhere. 


Such being the prevailing habits among the natives of Bengal, it ix 
difficult to-conceive a more ridiculous fcene, than a grave judge, arrayed 
in his robes of dignity, difcourfing before the fimple Indian of implied 
hirings for a year; of ftatutes compelling labourers to work, and mafters 
to employ; of apprenticefhips; of indentures ; of the neceflary qualifi- 
cations for the exercife of trades, and the incapacities confequent on neg- 
le&t; where relief may be given by one magiftrate, and where redrefs 
muft be fought from another. He might pronounce a very graceful pa- 
negyric upon the noble policy of our Englifh law, upon the generous: 
equality fubiifting in the inferior relations of life, and the elevated fenti- 
ments it is fitted to infpire. All this may be juft, would the native ob- 
ferve, but I know not the judge, and how can I believe him my friend ® 
If my mafter forfakes me, to whom fhall I look for fupport? or how 
can I expect protection from thofe who derive no advantage from my 


labour * 


A plurality of wives is admitted throughout the Eaft. It is a law de=-. 
rived from the climate. ‘* Women in hot climates,” {fays the prefident 


In Bengal the people are fo far from fuppofing juftice due from the magiftrate, that one 
quarter of the property in difpute belongs to the judge, as a reward for his trouhte. 


Montefquieu, 
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Montefquieu, “¢ are marviageable at eight, nine, ‘or ten years; they are 
* old at twenty. It is therefore extremely natural, that in thefe places a 
“© man, when no law oppofes, fhould leave one wife to take another, and 
* that polygamy.fhould be introduced.” Gur laws, formed in a temperate 
climate, where the charms of women are better preferved, where they 
arrive tater at maturity, and their reafon accompanies their beauty, have 
adopted the natural equality between the fexes, and allow but one wife. 
The children of others are confidered as baftards, the relation of parent 
and child is diffolved, and they are not permitted to inherit. 


A dying father diftributes his effects. He, gives the bulk of his for- 
tune to the fon of his favourite, making a proper provifion for all. The 
happy man enters on the poffeffion, and enjoys it for years, with the ap- 
probation of all around him. Laws are now difcovered, by which the 
marriage of his mother is void*, and the teftament of his father an- 
‘nulledt. The poor wretch is dragged before our courts, and committed 
to a dungeon, until he produces the money, which he has innocently 
fpent. In vain would he implore their mercy, and deprecate a punifh- 
ment he had never deferved. The judge might commiferate, but could 
not redrefs, for the rules of private property no power can fufpend. Thus 
fhould we teach the encircling fpectators to admire our juftice, and blefs 
the hands that had impofed the yoke. Could we even tear the feelings of 
mature from their hearts, the gaping creatures would wonder at the vi- 
olence, without underftanding the object to be attained. 


Marriage is a ftate conne&ed with the former relation, and inftituted 
for the bettet performance of a parent’s duty. It varies, however, in dif- 
ferent countries, not only as to forms and folemnities, the age of con- 
trating, and the rights of property conveyed, but likewilfe as ‘to the 
power and dominion of a hufband. It is a happinefs to live in thofe cli- 


* The common law of England never allo d polygamy. 
+ 29 Car. Il. cq 3. regulates the forms of teftamentary difpofitions. 


-T mates, 
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mates, which permit aftree communication, where that fex, who have 
moft charms, embellifh without corrupting fociety. 


This happinefs, however, cannot be the lot of every nation. In cli- 
mates where marriage is contracted at an early age, before reafon affumes 
her empire, where the paffions are quickened by the near approach of the 
fun, and morality ferves only to awaken remorie, the confinement of wo- 
men univerfally prevails. ‘* Thofe, fays the prefident Montefquieu, who 
“< confider the horrible crimes, the treachery, the black villainies, the 
“« poifonings, the affaffinations, which the liberty of women has produced at 
< Goa, and in the Portuguefe fettlements in the Indies, where religion permits 
“ only one wife ; and who compares them with the innocence and purity of 
«< manners of the women of Turky, Perla, Mogulftan, China, and Ja- 
“« pan, will clearly fee, that it is frequently as neceflary to feparate them 
« from the men, when they have but one, as when they have many.” 


If this account be juft, and it 1s fupported by the relation of travellers, 
the confinement of women is a law that cannot be changed. Through- 
out India the practice moft certainly prevails, and is clofely conneéted with 
the manners and religion of the people. The Hindoo, not lefs than the 
Mahometan, dreads the expofal of his women as the worft difhonour. 
Mr. Scrafton informs us, * that nothing hurt Snffraz7 Cawn (a former fu- 
‘© bahdar of Bengal) fo much, as the difgrace he put on his richeft fub- 
“ je&, Jaggut Seat. Hearing that his fon was married to a young lady ot 
“ exquifite beauty, he infifted on a fight of her. All the father’s remon- 
frances were vain. He faw her, and fent her back, pofhibly uninjured. 
But the very fecing her in a country, where women are concealed, was 
“« an injury not to be forgiven.” “ Women,” fays Mr. Dow, “are fo 
facred in India, that even the common foldiery leave them unmolefted 
« in the midft of flaughter and devaftation. The Haram isa fanctuary 
‘i againft all the licentioufnefs of vrtory; and rufhans, covered with the 
«© blood of a hufband, fhrink back with confufion fram the fecret apart- 


ae 


+ ments of his wives.” 
Shall 
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Shah our writs of liberty unlock thefe facr receffes? {hall no reve- 
‘rence be thought due ĉo the honour of a hufbaad ? ar fhall we difregard 
the condition .of :a-wife, incapable of governing herfelf? fhall our courts 
‘Of juftice become the authors of outrage, which the bloody rufian would 
fear to commit? Thus, in defpite of nature, dhall we diffolve the ties.of 
-domeftic life, without fubftituting any government in their place, and 
force the fervant, the child, and the wife, torenaunce therr dependence, 
‘unable to afford them pratedjon. - 





Oug notions of man are two frequently taken from the polifhed citizen 
of Britain; and we cudely imagine him to be the fame creature in every 
fiate.. We foxget that -fociety has a progrefs, as well as the individual, 
Map may exit, where the citizen is uaknown. With growing laws 
the latter gradually unfolds, until, aflured of protection, each individual 
Jooks around with confidence for the obje&s of his feparate purfuit, and 
becomes unmolefted the artificer of his own fortunes. But as well might 
‘we expect the frivolous gallantry of a Frenchman in the wilds of America, 
as hope that minds depreffed by defpotifm can embrace the idea of a com- 
‘mon intereft, or ‘conceive the dominion of laws. 


If the civil rights eftablifhed in Great Britain cannot be adopted by the 
{nhabitants of Bengal, to impofe our criminal code, will be found yet 
more impratticable. This head of laws has iefs relation to individuals, 
than to the whole, to the government with its dependencies, ‘to the efta- 
blifhed religion, to the domeftic and foreign tnterefts of the ftate. The 
natural rights of men muft be protected in every country ; ‘but the means 
of affording evén this protection muft relate to the habits of the mind; and 
example would lofe its effel, unlefs experience of benefit kept pace with 
the punifhment of crimes. It is difficult to fpeak with temper of fubje@- 
‘ing nations to laws, which they cannot underftand; of inflicting punith- 
ment, where there can be no intention to offend ; and of enforcing regu- 
lations without: an object, becaufe the neceffities of a diftant people, difi- 
milar in foil, in climate, in fituation, in morals, manners, religion, and 

T 2 habits 
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habits of life, have extc +d thefe provifions from their rulers. To ana- 

lyze a fubje@& of fuch extent will be difficult. To contraft the laws, man— 

ners, and cuftoms of two feparate nations, will require a knowledge I do 

not poffefs, a labour which I care not to employ. Yet a part of the fub- 

je@ may deferve our attention, and afford both profit and pleafure for 
our toil. 


In the firft clafs of crimes are ufually ranked fuch a&tions as dire@lly 
itrike at the very being of the ftate. High treafon is every where fevere- 
ely punifhed, but in a country jealous of its liberty, among a people de- 
voted to their laws, where neverthelefs a fingle magiftrate poffefles an ex- 
tenfive authority, this crime will be ftri&ly defined. The ftatute of trea- 
fons relates wholly to the immediate adminiftratron of the king. Our 
yudges have very liberally expounded thefe provifions, and conftrued every 
action fubverfive of government, to be either “ imagining the king’s 
« death” —“ levying war againft him’’—*‘ or giving comfort and aid to 
“ his enemies.” 


Let Britifh laws be adopted in Bengal, the prefident óf our fettlement 
will poffefs neither power nor prerogative, but will fink to a level with 
the meaneft. ‘The name is unknown to our judges; and violence to his 
perfon muft be adjudged a private injury, It may even be doubted whe- 
ther correfpondence with an enemy of the company, fupplying him with 
military ftores, difciplining his army, and affifting his councils, would 
fubjeG& an offender to the penalties of treafon. Should fuch doubts pre- 
vail, every check interpofed might be deemed an injury: every punifh- 
ment inflicted be an arbitrary violation of law. Not only the great bonds 
of fociety will be broken, but all public rights, relative either to domeftic 
government or external defence, be deftroyed, becaufe Englith laws re- 
late to the executive power of the ftate entrufted in very different hands. 








Thus would the whole fabric of government be diflolved, and every 
power-annihilated, where the dominion of a few ftrangers over a multi- 
tude of natives, will require a jealous, a¢tive, and vigorous admipiftra- 

Lion 
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tion for its fupport ; and where the fubje&t acc. ftomed to defpotifm will 
regard as weaknefs in his rulers, even the ordinary delays of juftice. 


Our laws would be equally deftru€tive of the people, as ruinous to the 
government of Bengal. Not to mention the laws relative to religion and do- 
meftic policy, not to enumerate the long * train of felonies created by par- 
liament, the rigid punifhment of a very few fpecies of crimes might deluge 
the country with blood. 


Women in the Eaft are transferred with little | ceremony, and whether 
they be wives or concubines, the men feldqm await their confent. Were 
our laws of rape and rules of { evidence enforced, one half of the males 
would incur the penalty of death. I mean not to juftify their pra@tice, 
but beg leave to fuggeft that the fword of juftice, when too deeply ftained 
with blood, may prove but an indifferent corrector of the morals of a na- 
tron. It has before been remarked that the neceffities of a people extort 
many laws from therr rulers, fome of a very fanguinary nature, which even 
the favage defpot would condemn, when applied to a different ftate of fo- 
ciety. The amazing extent of public and priv te credit in Great Britain, 
has induced our legiflators to punifh forgery with death. Under this law 
a native of Bengal was condemned inthe year 17.:. But fo extravagant 
did the fentence appear, where experience had never fuggefted the prin- 
ciple, fuch the difproportion in their eyes between the punifhment and 
crime, that the prmeipal inhabitants of Calcutta expr.ffed their aftonith- 
ment and alarm m a petition to the governor and council; and upon a 
proper reprefentation, Radachurd Metre received a pard>n §. 


Thefe, among many otner inftances which might be given, will fuffice 
to prave the violent effects of introducing the Englith laws. In other par- 
ticulars their defe&t will be as confpicuous as in thefe their excefs. 


* Not lefs than one hundred and fixty capital felcn es are created by-aéts of parliament. 
+ When colonel Clive defeated Surajah al Dowlah, Meer Jaffer fent to o sr the colonel 
fome hundreds of Surajah’s women who were taken in the camp. 
t Gurls under ten years of age are incapable of confenting by our law, and therefore the 
knowledge of them without violence is punifhed with death. 
§ Vide Petition, App. p. 377, No. 63. 
A Hindoo 
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A Hindoo had been b! ~ to procure fome papers belonging toa gen~- 
tleman who died in the company’s fervice. The fon caught him in the 
fat; and, in revenge of his treachery, compelled him to {wallow a fpoon- 
ful of broth. Ridiculous as the punifhment may feem, it was attended 
with very ferious confeqeences. No fooner was his pollution known, than 
he was degraded from ls caft, loft all the benefits of fociety, and was 
avoided as a leper by his tribe. When a man is thus difgraced, he is 
thencetorward obliged to herd with the Hallachores, who can * {carcely 
“« be called a tribe, being the refute of all tribes. Thefe are a fet of poor 
“< unhappy wretches deftined to mifery from their birth. They pegform 
“« all the vileit offices of life, bury the dead, and carry away every thing 
“ that is polluted. They are held in fuch abomination, that, on the Ma- 
« labar fide of India, if one of thefe chances to touch a man of a fuperior 
« tribe, he draws his fabre, and cuts him down on the fpot, without any 
*¢ check from his own conícience, or from the laws of the country.” In 
this miferable fituation was the Hindoo, when lord Clive defired the Bra- 
mins to aflemble and confider, if there could be no remiffion of an invo- 
luntary deviation froin their law. After many confultations, a fimilar cafe 
was faid to have been difcovered in the facred books ;*but although the 
Bramins affe&ted a compliance, the man was never reftored to his caft. 





Their Mahomedan governors often take advantage of this principle, 
when they want to extort money; and fo highly do the Hindoos value 
their religious purity, that after they have borne the fevereft corporal pu- 
nifhment rather than diicover their wealth, a threat of defilement will ef- 
fe& what torture has attempted in vain. Should this fpecies of opprei- 
fion be now practifed in Bengal, what adequate punifhment could our law 
inflié for io atrocious an injury ? or how can we teach the natives to ac- 
knowledge our juftice, when rights dearer to him than life are left wholly 
unprotected ? 


Happily for the inhabitants of Bengal, this abfurd and extravagant 
ís teza of tranfplanting Englifh laws, which have grown from the pecu- 


Mr. Scrafion’s Reflections on the Government of Indoftan. ) 
Lar 
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har neceffities of a peple in the .courfe of feveral centuries, ‘to :a.country 
‘where the occafions ôf enacting them never ‘had an exiftence, is not more 
ridiculous in fpeculation, than impoffible in practice. Independent of the 
difficulty arifing from their abhorrence of oaths, and their ignorance of the 
language in which our laws are conceived, how impoffible would it be to 
“promulgate them to many millions of people; or how could the magif- 
trates obtain a knowledge of tranfgreffo | when the nation were unac- 
quainted with rules to which the idea of o ce mut relate? 





He who will confider how fmall a portion of what we deem RIGHTS 
Tn civil fociety, are derived from the firt impreffions of nature, and that 
all beyond are mere creatures of law, fupported by habits of enjoyment 
on one fide, of acquiefcence on the other, will readily conceive the vio- 
lence with which a fudden change muft operate on the feelings of man- 
kind. [Kt is well known that the experiment has already been tried with. 
a nation lefs diffimilar than the Hindoos to our own, but without ficcefs. 
The power of conquerors in Canada could give only a nominal exiftence 
to our laws. ‘They were eftablifhed indeed by the magiftrate, yet rejeéted 
by the people ; and property is now diftributed according to their former: 
cuftoms, unfupported by public authority. 


We come now to fpeak of thofe regulations which the ftate and condition 
of the people may permit. Here it firft occurs, that Bengal muft be go- 
verned by a few ftrangers from this country, who will not renounce their 
laws, or the liberty which in this ifland they enjoy. To enforce thefe 
rights courts of juftice muft be eftablifhed, and Europeans in our fettle- 
ment be fubjected to the civil and criminal laws of Great Britain. But, as 
this inequality of condition might uphold the tyranny of individuals over 
the natives, all Europeans (except gentlemen upon actual fervice) fhould. 
be confined to the feveral fettlements of the company * 


Why cannct the liberty thus fecured to Europeans be extended through— 
out the province? If the reader be not yet fatisfied, a momentary atten— 


Some exceptions may be admitted, with permiffion of the governor and council. 
tion 
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tion will convince him, that it is inconfiftent with the -nature of that 


goverament of which alone the people are capable, and repuggant to that 
relation which they now bear to Great Britain. 


All free governments have their foundation in the natural equality of 
mankind. The forms. of fuch governments, ‘by diftributing political 
power among the feveral of men, nurture this principle in the minds 
of a nation; while the pri itfelf gives life, vigour, and effe& to the 
laws. Thefe forms, thefe laws, and this principle, without which the 
laws would be worle than a dead letter, are, neverthelefs, the growth of 
ages. Their gradual progrefs, and the aid which they mutually afford 
to cach other, cannot be better underftood than from the hiftory of our 
own country, whofe government is a model of political perfeGion. But 
the execution of our laws fuppofes a people educated under them; and 
were it poflible to infufe this {pirit into the natives of Bengal, we inftantly 
emancipate them from fubjećtion to ourfelves. ` 


The forms of adminiftering juftice in different countries are regulated 
by the fame caufe, and the fimplicity of laws will be greater or lefs under 
different governments. <“ If we examine,” fays the prefident Montef- 
quieu, “* the fet forms of juftice, in refpe@ to the trouble the fubje& 
“ undergoes in recovering his property, or in obtaining fatisfa@ion for 
** an injury or affront, we fhall find them, doubtlefs, too many ; but, if 
“ we confider them in the relation they have to the liberty and fecurity 
“ of the fubje&, we fhali often find them too few.” The fame ingenious 
author adds, “ that when a perfon renders himfelf abfolute, he imme- 
“ diately thinks of fimplifying the laws.” ‘Theereafon which he there 
gives is common to the people with their rulers: ‘“* They are more affe&t- 
“ed with particular inconveniencies than the liberty of the fubje&.” 
For this reafon no complex adminiftration of juftice can ever exift but in a 
free government ; and the fimplicity of their ancient laws muft be conti- 
nued to apevple long accuftomed to defpotifm like the natives of India. 


To 
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"To preferve to a conquered nation their laws, cuftoms, and magiftratcs, 
humanity, juftice, and foand polity will equally demand. 'Toconneét this 
government, fo preferved, with that of Great Britain, may well dcferve 
the attention of parliamcnt. How this can be effected we now proceed 


to examine. 


Delegated power in Afia has ever been moderate in the exercife. The 
reafon is obvious ; the intereft of the defpot has no relation to the paflions 
and follies of his fervant, who is readily facrificed when he afforus caule 
of complaint, or interrupts the * tranquillity of his mafter. On the con- 
trary, when governors are entruited by free ftates with abfolute power over 
a conquered people, this authority has always been abufed. Witnefs the 
defolation of the Roman provinces, where the laws againft peculation rather 
increafed the oppreffion. In free ftates, it is impoflible to inflict an ade- 
quate punifhment upon a man whofe criminalty can be afcertained by no 
+ fettled rules, but muft refult from the whole of hiscondu@. The power 
of the judge in a free country is limited by the ftrict letter of law; and 
the formalities of juftice increafe in proportion to the value which is fet on 
on the honour, fortune, liberty, and life of the fubje&. 


The nature of the people, and the relation in which they ftand to us, 
render impoffible a free government in Bengal; and our laws are inade- 
quate to the controul of diftant governors armed with fuch extenfive au- 
thority as muft ever be upheld in India. It becomes neceflary, therefore, to 
interpofe fome check upon the fpot, and give the natives an adminiftration 
of juftice not immediately dependent upon the will of their rulers. Affum- 
ing alfo the propofition, tha® we muft continue to the natives their laws 
and cuftoms, both civil and religious, it follows, that the judges who ad- 


* This is the caufe why the mogul government was more tolerable in the provinces, than 
that of the independent nabobs and fubahdars. 

+ On the other hand, the ftri& letter of our laws may condemn aéts not only ignocent but 
laudable, and even neceffary.- It will be abfurd to judge of the conduc? ef a gevernor-by a refe- 
rence to rules fitted fora very different fituation of men and things. 


U mini- 
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minifter juftice muft bg taken from among * ghemfelves. As this would 
lead to independency, it is neceflary, that the governor and council, being 
the fupreme power in Bengal, fhould have authority to ifue edi&ts from 
time to time; but as it is the nature of leg:flation, that its provifions 
fhould be genera/, and not directed to a particular objc&, thefe ediés. 
fhould have no effect until — months after they had been regiftered in- 
the fupreme court of Englifh judicature.. 


Laws have no power, unlefs the obfervance be enforced by the fanction 
of punifhment ; and as a conquered people are to be held ip fubje@ion, 
this power muft refide in the conquerors. Were this authority entrufted to 
the legiflators, two powers, which ought ever to be diltinguifhed, being 
united in the fame perfons would be liable to abufe.. 


The fupreme judges of our Englifh court, who will have no other con- 
cern with the ordinary adminiftration of juftice throughout the country, 
fhould therefore punifh the native judges for nonobfervance of the cdicts, 
refufal to hear and determine, or for grofs partiality and-corruption. 


uch a government would be too limited in its operations to repre{s 
crimes which immediately affect its fafety. Intmite would be the means of 
con{piring againft the ftate condemned by no previous law. While, there- 
fore, the ordinary adminiftration of juftice continues in other hands, a po- 
litical power of punifhment muft exift in the governor and council, like to 
that aflumed by the prince in the abfolute monarchies of Europe. This 
power might extend to fending Europeans home, and to punifh in another 
manner the native of India 


Whether the diftribution of juftice might not be rendered more pure and uniform, by giv- 

Ing an appellate jurifdiction toa court in which Englith judges might prefide aflifted, by natives, 

may deferve the attention of the legiflature ; but to inveft Europeans with the original judica- 

ture throughout the country would be productive of infinite opprefhon, . 

+ In all countries, a power of this nature is exerted upon extraordinary occafions. With us, it 
refides in parliament ; and their acts for this purpofe are called acts of attainder, 


Our 
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. Our government will yet partake the greateft imperfection incident to a 
defpotic ftate. Its exiftence can alone be preferved by a numerous army, 
which experience has ever taught us to think formidable to abfohute rulers, 
whofe interefts are not blended with thofe of any order of men. In Ben- 
gal, this army is moreover compofed of natives, while all dominion 
throughout the country has been tranferred to a few ftrangers. Indepen- 
dent, therefore, of the encouragement due from every ftate to the culti- 
vator of the land, without infifting upon the confequent increafe of popu- 
lation and commerce, a regard to our own fafety requires that we fhould 
give the native a permanent mtereft in the foil, and teach him to confider 
the prefervation of his own fortunes as involved’with the fafety of his 
mafters*. 


. Should this arrangement be attempted by granting fmall portions of 
land at a moderate rent, fhould the right of the tenant be evidenced by 
regifters of thefe pottahs or leafes, eftablithed in every diftri@, perhaps the 
fecurity of fuch a tenure might prove an invitation to other proprietors. 
-Thofe who poffefs lands by claims of a different nature might gladly re- 
linquifh a part of the profits for.a title which could never be queftioned. 
While the peninfula of India fwarms with inhabitants, the wafte lands of 
Bengal could not long remain uncultivated. With an improving revenue, 
the company might remit the impofts upon commerce with their long 
train of evils; and thus, by fimplifying every right, and aicertaining 
‘every claim, remove the occafions of oppreffion. To enforce a prompt 
--adminiftration of juftice would not then be difficult, where the proceedings 
are public, and where the judge could rarely fhelter a fraud under the 
<loak of error. Each individual poffeffing a fure property in the produce 
of his toi, induftry will diffufe its bleflings; and Bengal may reach a 
height of profperity, heretofore unknown in India. The wounds which 
this country has fuftained are great, and the fevere checks which indafiry 
has here received, might, in a more northern climate, almoft flarve a 


Esd 


© An aditional fecurity might, perhaps, be attained by encouraging the fettlement of Eu- 
ropean foldiers with women of the country. Regulations might ealily be fuggefted, under 
which their defcendants would become an ufeful colony to Great Britain. 


*U2 people, 
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people. But in Bengal, where the demands of nature are few, where 
manufactures from various caufes have been preferved amidft fucceffive 
revolutions, thefe loffes will be quickly retrieved. While by fuch means, 
all orders of men being combined in one common intereft, the enemies 
of Great Britain will be for ever excluded from India, and London become 
the great emporium of Europe, for the various produce of the Eaft. 


The progrefs to this ftate of improvement muft neverthelefs be flow. 
Sudden changes in property or government are always dangerous, and 
the hand of power can produce nothing but confufion. Even in laying 
the foundations of order we muft follow the genius of a people, we muft 
attend to their habits, and even refpect the prejudices they have imbibed. 
If, relinquifhing the airy fchemes of projectors, the wifdom of the Britifh 
nation fhould be employed in devifing a fimple form of government for 
Bengal; if happy in giving peace to millions, fome enlightened minds 





fhould watch with parental care over a growing empire; pofterity may 
behold with admiration a noble monument of national humanity, and 
the praife of arts, of fcience, and of arms, ferve’ rather to adorn tham 
cenftitute the future character of the Britifh nation. 


APPEN- 
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T may be necefary to offer Jome apology for the length of this Appendix, 

which has fwollen to a fize greatly beyond the wifh and intention of the 
writer. The treaties, and other papers, in the latter part of the Appendix, 
could not be omitted, without depriving the reader of thofe proofs whiche the 
public bave a right to-expect. Objećlions did occur to a publication of the whole 
Select Committee's correfpondence with the Court of Direétors ; yet fome parts 
of thefe letters were neceffary, to fhew that the reprefentation, bere given of 
Bengal tranfaéhions, bas not been fabricated to ferve the prefent occafion. An 
unwillingne[s to revive the memory of private faults, rather than any appre- 
benfion of injury, or even offence to the Company, had determined the writer to 
give fuch extraéts only as the Narrative required: but, upon perufal of thefe 
extracts, they appeared fo disjointed, and fo liable to mifconftruction, that, to 
avoid all appeardnce of concealment, it was thought expedient to print the whole. 


As to the arrangement of ibis Appendix, the author judged it better to adbere 
to the connection of thefe papers with each cther, than to follow the order of the 
text ; _fince references inferted in the margin (when thefe papers are confidered as 
proofs to fupport the Narrative) will abundantly fupply the want of conformity : 
whereas, by the order here chofen, the Appendix will, in Jome degree, forma 
fecond Narrative. 


The reader may remark a great fimiliarity between fome parts of this work on 
the fubjett of revenues, and the accounts already publifhed by Mr. Dow. That 
gentleman borrowed largely from Mr. Verelft, as will appear upon a perufal of 
the papers printed in this Appendix ; but he bas added bis own comment to the 
text, which the conduct of individuals by no means deferved. 





APPENDIX. 


To the Honourable the Court of Direétors for Affairs of the United Company 
of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies. 


No. I. 
Hon. SIR S, Fort William, Sept. 30, 1765. 


HE accompanying procecdings of the Seleét Committee will explain cur 

motives for purchafing the Admiral Stevens, to convey to your hands thefe 
difpatches, which we hope will be deemed of fufficient importance to merit any ex- 
traordinary expence thereby incurred; an expence which, we flatter ourfelves, will be 
fully defray@d by the valuable cargo fhe carries home at this early feafon. 

z. By the general letter of this date, you will be informed by the Prefident and 
Council of every material circumftance that has been tranfaéted before the Board; at 
the fame time, we beg leave to refer to letters difpatched by the Vanfittart and 
Bute, (whereof duplicates are now enclofed) for a detail of the military operations, 
politicai occurrences, and efpecially the very important tranfaétions previous to our 
arrival, and fubfequent to the death of Meer Jaffer ; an event that furnifhed the moft 
glorious opportunity of eftablifhing your influence and power on fo folid a bafis, as 
muft ioon have rendered the Englifh Eaft India Company the moft potent commercial 
body that ever flourifhed at any period of time. 

3. It is from a due fenfe ty the regard we owe and profefs to your intereft, and to 
our own honour, thag we think it indifpenfibly neceffary to lay open to your view, a 
feries of tranfactions too notorioufly known to be fuppreffed, and too affecting to your 
intereits, to the national character, and to the exiittence of the Company in Bengal, 
to efcape unnoticed and uncenfured : tranfaétions, which feem to demonftrate, that 
every {pring of this government was fmeared with corruption, that principles of rapa- 
city and oppreffion univerfally prevailed, and that every fpark of fentiment and pub- 
lic {pirit was loft and extinguifhed in the inordinate luft of unmerited wealth. 

4- To illuftrate thefe pofitions, we muft exhibit to your view, a moft unpleafing 
variety of complaints, inquiries, evidences, accufations, and vindications, the particu- 
lars of which are entered in our Proceedings and the Appendix; affuring you, that we 
undertake this tafk with peculiar reluctance, from the perfonal regard we entertain for 
fome ot the gentlemen whofe characters will appear to be deeply affected. 

_ -At Fort St. George we received the firft advices of the demife of Meer Jaffier, and 
of Suiah al Dowlah’s defeat. It was there firmly imagined, that no definitive meafures 
would be taken, either in refpect to a peace, or filling’ the vacancy in the Nizamut, 
as the Lapwing arrived in the month of January with your difpatches and the ap- 
pointment of a Committee, with exprefs powers to that purpofe, for the fuccefsful ex- 
ertion of which the happieit occafion now offered. However, a contrary refolution 
prevailed in the Council. The opportunity of acquiring immente fortuncs was too 
inviting to be neglected, and the temptation too powerful to be refifted. A treaty 
was haitily drawn up by the Board, or rather trantcribed, with a few unimportant ad- 
ditions, from that concluded with Meer Jather ; anda deputation, confifting of Mefirs. 
Johnone, Senior, Middleton, and Levecitcr, was appointed to raite the natural fon of the 
deceatid Nabob tothe Subahdarry, in prejudice tè the claim of his erandion ; amd, 
for this meafure, fuch reafons are aligned, as ought to have dictated a diametrically 

A oppofite 
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oppofite refqlution. Meeran’s for was a minor, which circumftance alone would na- 
turally have brought the whole admimiftration into our hands, at .a juncture ‘when it 
became indifpenfibly neceflary we fhould realize that fhadéy of power and influence, 
which having no folid foundation, was expofed to the danger of being annihilated 
by the firft ftroke of adverfe fortune. But this inconfiftence was not seg nor was 
it material to the views for precipitating the treaty, which was preffed on the young 
Nabob, at the firft interview, in fo earneft and indelicate a mar.ner, as highly dif- 
gufted him, and chagrined his minifters ; while not a fingle rupee was ftipu ted for- 
the Company, and their interefts were facrificed, that their fervants. might revel in the 
{poils of a treafury before impoverifhed, but now totally exhaufted. 

6. This fcene of corruption was firt difclofed at a vifit the Nabob paid to Lord 
Clive, and she Gentlemen of the Committee, a few days after our arrival. He then 
delivered to his Lordthip a letter, filled with bitter complaints of the infults and indig- 
nities he had been expofed to, and of the embezzlement of near |] twenty lacks of 
supees, iflued from his treafury, for purpofes unknown,. during the late pegocia- 
tions. So public a complaint could not be difregarded, and it foen produced an in- 
quiry. We referred the letter to the Board, in expectation of-obtaining a fatisfactory 
account of the application of this money; and were anfwered only by a warm re- 
monftrance, entered by Mr. Leycefter, againft that very-Nabob in whofe elevation he 
boafts havmg been a principal agent. | 

7. Mahomed Reza Cawn, the Naib Subah, was then called upon to account for: 
this large difburfement from the treafury; and he foon delivered to the Committee, 
the very extraordinary narrative entered in our proceedings the fixth of June;: 
wherein he {peciftes the feveral names, the fums by whom paid, and to whom, whe- 
ther in bills, cath, or obligations. So precife, fo accurate an account as this, of money 
‘ffued for fecret and venal fervices was never, we believe, before this period, exhibited 
to the Honourable Court of Direétors; at leaft, never vouched by fuch undeniable 
teftimony, and authentic documents: by Ju tfeat who himfelf was obliged to con-- 
tribute largely to the fums demanded; by Mooteram whe was employed by Mr. 
Johnftone in all thofe pecuniary tranfactions ; by the Nabob and Mahomed -Reza 
Cawn who were the heavieft fufferers ; and, laftly, by the confefiton of the gentle- 
men themfelves whofe names are fpecified in the diftribution hit. 

| 8. Juggutfeat exprefsly declares in his narrative, that the fum which he agreed: 
to pay the deputation, amounting to * 125,000 rupees, was extorted by menaces ; 
fince the clofe of our enquiry, and the opinions he delivered in the Proceed- 
ings of the twenty-firft of June, it fully appears, that the prefents from the 
Nabob and Mahomed Reza Cawn, exceeding the immenfe fum of + feventeen lacks, 
were not the voluntary offerings of gratitude, but contributions levied on the weak- 
nefs of the government, and violently exacted from the dependent ftate and tefa 
dif} ion of the minifter. 

e charge, indeed, is denied on the one hand, as well as affirmed on the other. 
Your honourable Board muft determine how far the circumftance of extortion may ag- 
gravate the crime of difobedience to your pofitive orders, of expofing the Govern-. 
ment in a manner to fale, and receiving the infamous wages of corruption from oppo- 
fite parties, and contending interefts. We fpeak with boldnefs, becaufe we fpeak from. 
conviétion founded upon indubitable facts, that befides the above fums. f{pecified in 
the diftribution account, to the amount of 228,1251. fterling, there was likewife to. 
the value of feveral lacks of rupees procured from Nundcomar and Roydullub, SS 
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of whony at and obtzined a promife of that very loyment it was pre-deter- 
mined to w on Mahomed exe Cawn. The insa ti of this er aaa! 
bargain came too late to our hands to be inferted in the Proceedings, nor do we thin 

it material ; fince to infift on farther proofs than are already fully and clearly exhibited, 
in order to convince you that our inquiry was necefflary, and our decifion moderate, 
would, we apprehend, ferve rather to exhauft your patience than confirm your belief. 

9- Thefe particulars being fubmitted to your confideration, it may be neceffary to 
offer a few remarks on thofe ments urged by the gentlemen in their feveral mi- 
nutes, either m-their own juftification, or with a view that our proceedings fhould 
appear arbitrary and oppreffive. Meffrs. Johnftone, Leycefter, Senior, Gray, and Bur- 

t, vindicate the receiving prefents by arguments which, in our opinion, render 
their conduct ftill more culpable. 

They urge, that as the covenants were not then executed, they could not be obli- 
gatory. In anfwer, we will beg leave to afk thofe gentlemen, Whether the Compa- 
ny’s orders not cléarly and perfectly underftood ?---Whether the Covenants them? 
felves were not tranfmitted from England, ready to be filled up and executed?---Whe- 
ther a fingte motion ‘for fulfifling the Company’s Inftructions appears on the face af 
their Confultations ? Whether it was not incumbent on them, asthe fuperior power, 
to have fet this example of refpect and deference to the orders of their Conftituents ? 
‘And, whether they conceive the Company would have fuftained any detriment from this 
act of their obedience ? How then came the orders to be totally neplected, at a 
juncture efpecially when the ietter and fpirit of thofe obligations clearly mantfeft that 
particular regard fhould be had to their execution ? 

10. ‘The fame gentlemen arraign the condu@t, ard ceny the powers of the Select 
Committee. Mr. Leycefter in particular . affirms, ihat candour and decency required 
the truth of a charge brought againft any of the Members of the Board, fhould be 
determined by the Board. You, gentlemen, will be able to judge of the force of 
this argument, and ‘of the propriety of the meafure propofed, when we acquaint you 
that of a Board then fitting at the Prefidency, confifting of the Prefident and eight Mem- 
bers, five of thcfe Memecrs were themfelves the accufed, who, by having a majori 
ef voices, would of coniequence become the judges of their own conduct. We wilt 
not enter into a difcuffion of the precife powers entrufted to the Committee ; but we 
may venture to afirm that, unlefs the fpirit of their Inftructions be extended to the 
correction of abufes, the detectton of corruption, and punifhment of difobedience, 
the ends propofed of reftoring peace and tranquility will be fruftrated, and their ap- 
pointment rendered ridiculous and abfurd. 

11. Mr. Johnftone is pleafed to affert, that’no proofs can be prodticed of menaces 
pang ufed to obtain a fum of money from Juggutfeat. To this we reply by a re- 

e to the evidence of ais own agent, Mooteram, where it is declared upon 
oath, that he delivered, by Mr. Johnftone’s exprefs orders, the very meffages recited in 
his examination ; meffages of fuch tendency, as certainly bear hard on Mr. Johnftone’s 
character. As to what he further adds, of our obtaining this evidence by military 
force and terror; we are forry to fee a gentleman reft his defence on the fubterfu 
of a pitiful evafion. Mr. Johnftone certainly knows, at leaft he ought to know, as 
the Proceedings were immediately fent to him, that Mooteram was feized in the com- 
miffion of a clandeftine illegal act, of interefting confequence to the public in general, 
and to Mr. Johnftone and the gentlemen of the Deputation in particular. “Mooteram 
was actually detected in an attempt to fupprefs bills to the amount of * 175,000 ru 
which had been unwarrantably obtained from Mahomed Reza Cawn, and’ fcreen from 
difcovery a circumftance which it ey imported tle Committee to know, and which 
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Mr. Jobhnf.one fhould have made known, were he folicitous to exculpate himfelf 
a charge that deeply affected his reputation, and of fuch irreproachable condu& as he 
would endeavour to perfuadg the world. But that the leaft fhadow of a doubt might 
not remain of the candour and equity of the meafures we purfued, we readily con- 
fented that the fame Mooteram ‘ht be re-examined in prefence of the Council, 
where he confirmed, without contradiction or evafion, every material circumftance 
fet forth in his firft evidence. ‘The remainder of Mr. Johnftone’s minute, you will per- 
ceive, doth not affect the Committee as a body ; it confifts entirely of perfonal invec- 
tive, loofe and virulent declamation, the genuine effects of enraged difappointment 
and detection. Yet fhould any thing further be required in anfwer, we beg to refer 
you to the replies made by Lord Clive and the members of the Committee, which, 
we flatter ourfelves, will appear full and explicit. 

12. One circumftance more occurs in the courfe of thefe gentlemen’s minutes, that 
merits our obfervation. It is declared by Mr. Leycefter upon oath, that he did nog 
receive the prefent intended him by Mahomed Reza Cawn, and that his Letters will 
demonftrate his intention was to have refufed it. This is a faét, of the ‘truth of 
which we entertain not the leaft doubt; but it proves nothing more than, that Mr. 
Leycefter would not receive a fum of money, after the Covenants had been enforced 
by the Committee, and an enquiry fet on foot concerning the diftribution of that very 
money, a part of which was now privately tendered back to Mahomed Reza Cawn. 

will not deny that he knew of the intended prefent when he was at Coffimbazar. 
The letters of Mefirs. Senior and Middleton prove that he did. He will not deny 
that bills to the amount of * 50,000 rupees were made out in his name; their being 
mow offered to Mahomed Reza Cawn, and Mooteram’s bcing detected in the fact, 
evince it. The whole, therefore, of this folemn affeveration, amounts only to an evafion 
in refpe&t to time and circumftances, which no way affects the nature of the act itfelf. 
¥3- Having now explained the origin and progrefs of this difagreeable inquiry, We 
beg leave to touch upon a few circumftances, in juftification of the lenity of our opi- 
nions delivered and refolutions entered in the Committee Proceedings of the 21ft June. 

And here we muft obferve, that notwithftanding we believe a reformation of abufes 
to be a€tually our duty, yet we could not think the fame duty neceflarily extended to 
the punifhment of tranfgreffions. We owed a regard to the perfons and characters of 
fome of the gentlemen concerned, who muit fuffer extremely by fufpenfion or difmif- 
fion. The great objects of our wifhes were, that your fervice might in future be con- 
ducted vuk integrity, diligence, and œconomy, without a retrofpect to the paft, 
where it could be avoided. The fubjeét, indeed, of the prefent inquiry was fo recent, 
it was of fo interefting a nature to the public, and came recommended to us, or ra- 
ther was forced upon us with fuch peculiar circumftances, as rendered our proceed- 
ing to a {crutiny neceflary to our own reputation ; but ghe feverity of judgmeny, 
a n which w uld have left fo great a void in your Council, was not equally ne- 
eeflary either to your intereft, or to our honour. Such an event might have imprefied 
the minds of the natives with ftrange ideas of the flu€-uating fituation of our co n- 
cils; and it would unavoidably have admitted a m mb rot ur juni r fervants to the 
fupreme direction of this vaft machine of government, at an age little exceeding that 
period fixed by the laws of theirc untry f rei trufting them with the management of 
the’r own private fortunes. We mutt fur her ob{crve, that many of the moft a_gra- 
vating c réumftances had not th n reached our knowledge; at the fame tine we were 
under the nec flity of coming to fome determination. Sutahal D w'ahii pat dy ex- 
pected Lord Clive in camp to conclude the į ropofed treat), and the r gulations of the 
government lately eftablithed, with other matters then tranfacting, abfoiutcly requ r d 
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s 
Wir. SyKes’s Mttezidance at the Durbar. Somie of the ermraordimry fiéts dbove rélaree 
were obtained fince their rture; and had they come fooner, they woufi ferve only 
to perplex and embarrafs us,fhe more. In a word, to obyjate future evils, we confi- 
dered 2s our immediate duty ; the punifhment of paft mifeenduct we chofe to refer 
to your Honourable Board, that malice ge" 3 fhould have no foundation for affertm 
we had affumed and exerted = power nőt fully and exprefly authorized by ch 
Court of Direétors.°* . 

We think it neceflary to declare, in juftice to Mr. Cartier, whofe character ftand 
itreproachable im the lift of your fervants, that he never knew of, or confented to th 
receiving, any the fmalleft prefent, either from the Nabob, or from Mahomed Reza Cawn. 

14. Although we will not take upon us to declare that we entirely approve of the 
Covenants in the form in which they have been tranfmitted, yet are we a 
frorn the inftances juft related, that fome reftraint is neceflary to prevent the abufe of: 
the cuftomary indulgence to receive prefents. This indulgence has certainly been et- 
tended te the mot! fhameful opp and nt corruption, and is otherwife ao, 
tended with manifold i ónvenience to the fervice. We therefore determined inane 
diately to enforte your inftruétions relative to thofe obligations, and to bind down by 
hiw all ~~ “ro to be checked by a fenfe of poor and juftice. = oid 
cording črve, t carrying thofe orders into ítriét execution ev 
deparaien civil and nae was among the carlieft tranfactions of your Scletk 

ommittee. 

`- 15. We alfo took an ity of corfidering the tendency of your 
mftructions for a aar jna and other Banwicene who, without ae ake 
claim to your protection from mdentures, were neverthelefs permitted to refide up the 
country, and in afl the different parts of the Nabob’s dominions. Sorry we are to ob- 
ferve, that this indulgence has ntly given birth to grievous acts of infult and 
épprefffon, at places setnote from the RA shega and fubordinate factories, and that 
carrying, your orders into execution becomes daily more neceflary. By this meafure, 
Rowever, the bufinefs of your fervants will futfer confiderably, from their being now 
ébliged to employ black Gomaftahs, on many affairs which demand the vigour and ac- 
ti of Europeans. Hence likewife will many perfons of real merit be deprived the 
means of fubfiftence ; yet in confideration that private intereft muft give way to the 
public benefit ; and that it is our duty to obey, where your immediate interefts do not 
abfolotely require a deviation from your orders, we determined to recall all the Eu- 
¥opeans refiding up the country, under protection of the Englifh name, by the 
twenty-firft of Ottober next, and have for that purpofe dread advertifements and 
Orders to the different Subordinates. 

16. Regulating the country els was the next object of our attention. Wo 
foun& the Nabob highly diffagisfied with thofe plenary powers vefted in Mahomed Reza 
Cawn, who by virtue of the treaty acted in quality of prime minifter, and enjoyed un- 
controuled authority. ‘This unlimited fway, lodged in the hands of a fingle perfon, 
appeared dangerous to the prefent eftablifhment, which we thought it becoming the 
Company’s honour to maintain, as having been folemnly ratified by the Governor and 
Courtcil. To amend the very obvious defects in the treatv, without reverfing the 

rinciples on which it was founded, was confiftent with equity, whilft it met with the 
Nabo s own apprcbation; and the moft effectual means of doing this feemed to us 
to confift in an equal partition of minifterial influence. As Maho RezaCawn’s fhort 
adminifttation was irreproachable, we determined to continue him in a fhare of the au- 
thority, at the fame time that we affociated with him men of weight and charaéter ; 
fo that each became 2 check upon the conduct of the others. Accordingly we fixed 
on Juggutfeat and Roydullub, for the reafons affgned in the Proceedings; and we 
n now 
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teow haver the pleafure to acquaiat you, that the bufinefs of Government goes on 
with unanimity, vigour, and difpatch. 
- 17+ By the laft difpatches you were advifed that Sujah àl Dowlah was making freth 
and formidable preparations to penetrate a fecond time into the Nabob’s dominions. 
He had found means to engage Mulhar, a confiderable Maharatta chief, in his alli- 
ance; and if the judicious and vigorous meafures purfued by General Carnac had not 
prevented a junction of the numerous forces deftined for this invafion, a ruinous war 
miut have been fupported through the courfe of another campaign. The enemies 
&tuation- rendered their defign for fome time uncertain, and obliged the General to great 
carcumfpection in his movements, left he fhould leave the frontiers expofed. Having, 
however at length received undoubted advice they had taken the Korah road, he fufpected 
their intention was-te fall upon Sir Robert Fletcher, who commanded a feparate 
corps in that diftrict. Accordingly he made forced marches to effect a junction, 
which he happily accomplifhed, and then the united army moved in purfuit of the 
eememy. On the third of May the General came up with, attacked and entjrely de- 
feated them ; in confequence of which, Sujah al Dowlah feparaeed from his“allies, while 
the Maharattas retired with precipitation toward the Jumna. In fact, this blow appears to 
have been decifive ; fcr Sujah al Dowlah never again attempted to join the Maharattas, 
who .obferving the General dropt the purfuit in order to watch the Vizier, made 
a fecond effort to re-enter Korah, in which they were difappointed. Perfuaded that to 
{top their incurfions, it would be neceffary to drive them beyond the Jumna, the Ge- 
neral croffed the river the twenty-fecond, diflodged them from their poft on the op- 
pofite fide, and obliged them to retire to the hills. There he quitted his purfuir, and 
.. Feturned to his ftation at Jajemaw, to receive Sujah al Dowlah, who had intimated a 
defire of fubmitting to whatever conditions we fhould think fit to prefcribe. His 
letter to the General exprefles his feelings ; and the reception he met with in camp 
was {uch as policy dictated fhould be given to a vanquifhed enemy, of Sujah al Dow- 
lah’s rank and charaé¢ter. | 

18. A peace with the Vizier became the next immediate object of our delibera- 
tion, in adjufting which we endeavoured -to extend our views beyond the prefent ad- 
vantages that might poffibly be obtained. We regarded Sujah al Dowlah’s perfonal cha- 
racter, and high reputation over the whole empire, the fituation of his country which 
we had conquered, andthe great rifk and expence of maintaining the conqueft, if we 
clofed in with the plan adopted by the late Governor and Council, of giving it up te 
Nudjeef Cawn, who had neither weight of reputation nor force faheem to keep 
pollefion, or to form a fecure barrier to the Nabob’s dominions. The words of 
our inftructions to Lord Clive, when he left the Prefidency to adjuft the conditions of 
a peace, exprefs the fentiments which we ftill entertain on this fubject. 

«© Experience having fhewn that an influence maintained by force of arms 
«< ftructive of that commercial fpirit which we ought to promote, ruinous to the 
<< Company, and oppreffive to the Country, We earneftly recommend to your Lord- 
e fhip, that you will exert your urmoft endeavours to conciliate the affections of the 
«€ country powers, to remove any jcealoufy they may entertain of our unbounded 
« ambition, and to convince them that we aim not at conqueft and dominion, but 
« fecurit,y in carrying on a free trade, equally beneficial to them and to us. 

« With this view, policy requires that our demands be moderate and equitable ; 
<< and that we avoid every appearance of an inclination to enfarge our territorial 
«& poffefions. The facrifice of conquefts, which we muf hold on a very precarious 
« tenure, and at an expence more than equivalent to their revenues, is of little con- 
e fideration to us; yet will fuch,reftitution imprefs them with a high opinion of our 
« gencrofity and juftice. 
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« For thefe reafons, we think Sujah al Dowlah fhould be reinftated_ im the full 
* poffeffion of all his dominions, with fuch limitations only as he muft Yee are evi- 
« dently calculated for our mutual benefi. We would decline infifting upon any 
“ terms that muft prove irkfome to his high fpirit, and imply a fufpicion of his 
s fincerity. Retaining poffeffion of any of his ftrong holds may poffibly be deemed 
« a neceflary pledge of his fidelity; for our part, we would rather confider it as a 
<< fource of future contention and an unneceflary burthen to the Company, unlefs it 
‘© be one day propofed to refume the thoughts of extending their dominions ; a meafure 
« very oppofite to the fentiments in which we left the Court of Directors.” 

19- Agreeably to thefe inftruGtions his Lordfhip and General Carnac concluded 2 
treaty of ce with Sujah al Dowlah, that will, if any thing can, fecure his friend- 
fhip and fidelity, and render the public tranquility permanent. ‘They found him ex- 
tremely averfe to the eftablifhment of fa€tories in his dominions, which he tonfidered 
as laying the foundation of a future rupture, and the only thing that could poffibly 
difturb our amity. He very juftly obferved, that our encroachments in Bengal, the 
great abiifes*committed by the Company’s fervants, and extraordinary extenfion of 
the privileges originally granted to the Englifh, had been productive of much confu- 
fion and bloodfhed in Bengal, and he feared might produce fimilar confequences in his 
country; accordingly Lord Clive and General Cane judged it advifeable to omit the 
word fafories in the treaty, but without relinquifhing the right, fhould it be found 
expedient, after mature deliberation, to enforce it. To fpeak our own fentiments 
freely, we forefee no benefit that can accrue to the Company, from maintaining fettle- 
ments at fo vaft a diftance from the Prefidency, whatever advantages may arife to 
their fervants: at leaft the profpeét is fo remote, while the expences are fo certain, 
the rifque fo evident, and the difputes it will occafion fo probable, that we are at pre- 
fent of opinion, the factory lately eftablifhed at Benares ought immediately to be with- 
drawn; we mean as foon as the agreem-.nt between the Company and Bulwantfing is 
expired. The limits of the Nabob’s dominions are fufficient to anfwer all your pur- 
pofis. Thefe, we think, ought to conftitute the boundaries, not only of all your 
territorial poffeffions and influence in thefe parts, but of your commerce alfo; fince 
by graiping at more, you endanger the fefety of thofe immenfe revenues, and that 
well-founded power, which you now enjoy, without the hopes of obtaining an ade- 
quate ac'vantage. 

20. With refpeét to the other articles of the treaty you will obferve, that a fufh- 
cient provifion is fecured for the fupport of the King’s honour and dignity, without 
danger of his beccming a future incumbrance; and that * twenty-fix lacks yearly are 
granted to him on the revenues of Bengal: a revenue far more confiderable than he 
ever before enjoyed. In gratitude for this inftance of our attention to his intereft, his 

has been pleafed to beftow on the Company the moft important grants ever 
yet obta d by any European ftate from the Mogul Court. Befides confirming 
to the Company all their former poficffons, and fecuring to them the reverfion in per- 
petuity ot Lord Clive’s Jagheer, he has conferred on them the Dewanny of Bengal, 
Bahar, and Oriffa, and ratified, in the ftrongeft terms, an agreement we propoied 
concluding with the Nabob, if the King’s conient could be procured; fubjects which 
it will be neceffary to explain in a feparate paragraph. 

Another article ftipulates, that Sujah al Dowlah fhall pay the Company fifty lacks 
of rupees, by way of indemnification for the charges mcurred by the war. This in- 
demuification we know is inadequate ; but his circumftances would not afford more, 
without oppreffing the country, and thereby laying the foundation of future conten- 
tion and trouble; and accordingly you will perceive that no money is granted for 
any other confideration whatever. 

As 
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~ As to furrendesing Coffim Ally, Sombre, and the deferters, compliance with fuch a 
demand is „ow entirely out of L corer, The former, we hear, has yi fhelter m 
she Rohilla Country, and the latter refide under protectien of the Jauts, fkreened both 
rom Sujah al Dowlah, and from us; fo that making this ar? effential preliminary, would 
be highly unreafonable and abfurd: however it is ftipulated, that they fhall never 
hi with encouragement or affiftance front Sujah al Dowlab, or be again admitted into 
his country. 


Upon the whole, we have paid fuch regard to Sujah al Dowlah’s charaéter and inte- 


reft, and to what juftice as well as policy requires, without any the fmalleft facrifice of 
your honour or intereft, that we entertain the moft flattering hope fhis treaty of peace 


wall ‘be, lafting, and our frontier that quarter perfectly fecure againft future 
invafions. a! | 

_ 2s. The time now approaches when we may be able to determine, with fome degree 
of certainty, whether our remaining as merchants, fybjected to the jurifdiction, en- 
croachments, and infults of the country gevernment; or fupporting ydur privi- 
leges and pofieffions by the fword, are likely to prove mcft advantageous to the Com- 
pany. Whatever may be the confequence, certain it is, that after aving once begun, 
gad proceeded to fuch lengths, We have been forced to go on, {tep by tep, until your 
whole poran were put to the rifque by every revolution effected, and by every 
battle fought. . To apply a remedy to thofe evils, by giving ftability and permanency 
ta your Government, is now and has been the conftant object of the ferious attention 
gt your Select Committee. | 
. pine The. tual ftruggles fos fuperiority between the Nabobs and your Agents, 
) together wih the recent proofs before us of notorious and avowed corruption, have 
rendered us unanimoufly of opinion, after the moft mature deliberation, that no other 
method can be fuggefted of laying the axe to the root of all thofe evils, than that of 
obtaining the Dewanny of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, for the Company. By eftablifh- 
ing the power of the Great Mogul, we have likewife eftablifhéd his rights; and his 
Maietty, from principles of gratitude, of equity, and of policy, has thought pro- 
per to beftow this important employment on the Company, the nature of which is, 
the collecting all the revenues, and after defraying the expences of the army, and al- 
lowing a fufhicient fund for the fupport of the Nizamut, to remit the remainder to 
Dehly, or wherever the King fhall refide or direct. But as the King has been - 
cioufly pleafed to beftow on the Company, for ever, fuch furplus as fhall arife for 
the revenues, upon certain ftipulations and agreements exprefled in the Sunnud, we 
have fettled with the Nabob, with his own free will and confent, that the fum of 
. # fifty-three lacks fhall be annually paid to him, for the fupport of his dignity-and all 
çontingent expences, exclufive of the charge of maintaining an army, which is to be 
defrayed out of the revenues ceded to the Company, by this royal ee of the. 
wanny ; and indeed the Nabob has abundant reafon t® be. well fatisfied wit tne con- 
ditions of this agreement, whereby a fund is fecured to him, without trouble. or dan 

er, adequate to all the purpofes of fuch grandeur and happinefs as a man of his 
Pacman has any conception of enjoying; more would ferve only to difturb his-quict, 
endanger his government, and fap the foundation of that folid ftructure of power and 
wealth, which, at length, is happ’ , reared and completed by the Company, after a 
yaft expence of blood and treafure. | 
23- By this acquifition of the Dewanny, your poffeffions arti influence are ren-. 
dered permanent and fecure, fince no future Nabob will either have power, or 
riches fufficicnt to attempt your overthrow, by means either of force or corruption. 
I] revolutions muft henceforward be at an end, as there will be no fund for fecret 

ervices, for donations, or for reftitutions. The Nahob. cannot anfiver the expecta- 
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Wins of the venal and mercenary, nor will the Company comply with d inju- 
Hous to themfelves, out of their own revenucs, The experience of years has convinced 
us that a divifion of power,is impoffible without generating difcontent and hazarding 
the whole: all muft belong either to the Company or tothe Nabob. We leave you 
to judge which alternative is the moft defirable and the moft expedient in the 
circumftances of affairs. As to ourfelves, we know of no other fy{tem we could adopt, 
that would leis affect the Nabob’s dignity, and at the fame time fecure the Company 
againft the fatal effects of future revolutions, than this of the Dewanny. The power 
ss now lodgcd where it can only be lodged with fafety to us, fo that we may pronounce 
with fome degree of confidence, that the worft which will happen in future to the Com- 
pany will proceed from temporary ravages only, which can never become fo general 
as to prevent your revenues from yielding a fufficient fund to defray. your civil and 
‘military charges, and furnifh your inveftments. 

24. But to fecure thefe valuable poffeffions, a conftant regard muft be paid to your 
military effablifhment. -By the regimental returns, which we enclofe in the packet,” 
and which are very exact, you will fee, at one view, the deplorable condition of our 
mfantry, to complete witch, agreeable to your direétions and to the propofals made 
by Lord -Clive, not Iefs than goo men will fufice. We therefore moft earneftly 
requeft, that you will next year fend us out 12 or 1400 men for this eftablifhment, 
giving fach peremptory orders as muft be obeyed, that none of this number be detained, 
upon any confideration, on the coaft of Coromandel. Our numbers bemg once com- 
pleted, we fhali require for the fecurity of your immenfe poffefions m this country, no 
more than 600 recruits, to be fent out annually in the following manner, viz. 500 infan- 
try, 6o artillery, zo cavalry, and 20 ferjeants for the fepoys: to this number muft be add- 
ed 30 volunteers and officers ; and it would be of the utmoft benefit to our plan, that 
you alo fend owt every year 6 or 7 gentlemen from the academy at W ich, for 
artillery officers, thisbemg a fervice that fuffers extremely for want of perfons properly 
inftructed in the bufinefs ; fince no officer, who knows the benefit of the infantry fervice 
here, will chufe to quit it for any advantages the artillery affords. 

25. Already we feel the good effeéts of regimenting your troops; difcipline, fub- 
ordination, and ceconomy begin to take place. Had General Carnac’s merit been 
much greater, rf poffible, than it is, he could not effect this of himfelf, unaffifted as 
he was by fteld-officers, and thwarted as he always has been in his military opera- _ 
tions, by the late Governors and Council. | 

We have already iffued our orders for ftriking off half the double Batta, and fhall, 
in a very few days, put your forces intirely upon a footing with the troops on the coaft 
of Coromandel, which wiil be reducing your military expences as low as they can well 
bear, confiftently with your intereft and the good of the fervice. 

aE Before we quit this fubje&t, we muft requeft, in the ftrongeft manner, that 
you w  ppry us cor the firft year with 10,000 ftands of arms, and afterwards with 
4;v90 annually, which will in future anfwer all our demands, if proper care be taken 
m the purchafe. Of late years, the bad quality of your {mall arms in general have 
expofed your poffeffions to the greateft rifk and danger; the locks are ill finifhed, and 
the metal fo badly tempered as not to ftand the heat of the fun in this climate. We 
are therefore perfuaded, it would prove in the end much to your advantage, if you 
purchafed all your {mall arms of the fame perfons who furnifh the Government, and 
pay at the rate of twenty-feven; inftead of eighteen fhillings per firelock, fince expe- 
rience demonftratcs they will continue ferviceable for double the time, without being 
liable to the inconvenience above reprefented. 

The iron-founder, whom you fent out in the Kent, died on his paffage to this place; 
but as the cafting of fhot and thells a country is an chet: of importance, we 
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, ftrongly recommend that you will supply the lofs as foon as poffible, by fending three 

or four perfons wel} verfed in that bufinefs, that our whole deken may not be fruftrated 
by fuch an accident in future, ah e 

: It alfo merits. your ferious confidcration to provide, by every poffible means, 
againft the illicit importation of fmall arms to your fettlements in India, and parti- 
cularly to Bengal. Of late years, this has become a profitable branch of trade with 
the Europe captains, as well as that of furnifhing the natives with ammunition; and 
they elude the fearch of your officers, by fending round fmall veflels to meet 
, them at fea in certain latitudes, or to Teneriff and St. Jago, or elfewhere, out of the 
reach of your inquiries. However, as their continuing fuch pra¢tices any longer may 
prove fatal in their confequences to all your pofleffions in this country, we earneftly 
exhort, that you will immediately apply the moft effectual remedies you can fuggeft, 
either by way of prevention, or by the rigorous and exemplary punifhment of the’ 
offenders. At the fame time, you may be affured, we will take every ftep in our 
power to detect the leaft breach of your orders on this head, and to obftru the fale of 
all kinds of fire-arms. 

- 27. Having obferved the reluctance that appeared in bidding for your farms, at the 
laft fale of your lands in the Burdwan province, the great annual deficiency in the col- 
leftions, and the numberlefs complaints made of grievous exactions and oppreffions, 
we determined, upon Mr. Johnftone’s refigning your fervice, to appoint Mr. Verelft in 
quality of Supervifor of thofe revenues, in order to form the beft judgment poffible of 
the caufe of the yearly deficiency of the real value of the lands, the beft method 
_of improving and letting them; and alfo to procure the neceffary materials for a 
plan to conduct the collections in future, in fuch manner as fhall appear moft con- 
_ ducive to your intereft, and likely to promote the happinefs of the people. It is with 
pa we acquaint you, that we have the greateft reafon to be fatisfied with Mr. 

erelft’s attention to the feveral objects recommended, and the diligence he has 

exerted during his fhort refidence in that country, of which you may form fome 
judgment from his Memorial to the Committee, annexed to our Proceedings of the 
. #4th September. | 

28. It was in confequence of this Memorial, that we formed our Refolution of that 
date to withdraw the Factory, and alfo to recall the Member of the Board refident at 
` Midnapore, the collections and bufinefs of which may as conveniently be tranfacted by 
a junior fervant, at a much lefs expence. Many are the inconveniencies, befides the 
extraordinary charge incurred, that refult from fuch appointments, which we confider 
as neceflary only at thofe Subordinates where your principal inveftments are made. 
We are convinced by very late experience, that the moft flagrant oppreffions may be 
wantonly committed in thofe employments by Members of the Board, which would 
not be tolerated in junior fervants; and that the dread and awe annexed to their P ton 
as Counfellors have too frequently fcreened them from compiainiy, uld be 
lodged without fear or fcruple againft inferior fervants. 

29. But there are other mantoli inconveniencies, of {till more pernicious effect to 
the fervice, which refult from thofe appointments. Hence it was found neceffary to 
enlarge the Council from twelve to fixteen Members, that there might be a fufhcient 
number to conduct the bufinefs of the Prefidency, and alfo to manage your affairs at 
the out-fettlements, either in quality of Chiefs or Refidents. Whatis the confequence 
but fuch perpetual revolutions at the Board, as render it impoffible for any of the 
Members to acquire a competent knowledge of your interefts, and of the particular 
duty of their own {tation ? 

This encreafe in the number of the Board is alfo productive of a further inconve- 
nience, of the deepeft concern to your intereit in the prefent fituation of your ee 
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fervile regard to the letter, we neglected the evident fenfe and meaning of your 
foftruGiocns, by admitting to eg en of your affairs a number of perfons 
who have certainly no other claim to this diftinction, than that of ftanding next ia 
fuccefiion. 

It is therefore with the utmoft regret we think it incumbent on us to declare, that 
iw the whole lift of your junior merchants there are not more than three or four gen- 
tlemen whom we could poffibly recommend to higher ftations at prefent. 

In this number juftice requires we fhould mention Mr. Campbell, Secretary to this 
Committee, whofe abilities and indefatigable diligence, of which we have had the 
moft convincing proofs in the courfe of our peocrodinii entitle him to this inftance of 
our neu, and to your particular notice; and as the fame qualifications will diftin- 
guifh him in any ftation in your fervice, it is our joint requeft, that you wiil 
pleafe to remove the reftriction on his rifing, as a covenant-fervant, and fuffer him to 
take rank accordingly from the date of his appointment. 

go. At all times it has been found expedient to deviate occafionally from this 
rule of preferring feniority. It now becomes your indifpenfible duty to admit no claim 
but that of merit, if you would preferve the valuable pofiefii ns y u enjoy, and realize 
the very near profpect you have of eftablifhing your affairs on fo firm and folid a bafis 
as thing but mifconduct,can overfet. So much refts with h Bo d, that on your 
judic ‘typartial teyection of the members it depen ,uwhetiery uh da foot of land, 
and nj } a privilege in Bengal; o- whether zou n nue in poffefi n of the moft 
ample t_venues and eftablifhed ex enf ve influence y r ftablifhed b a y European 
mercantile body. We therefore m ft earneitl exhort = it no confid ation of 
favour r prejudice befuffered to biais you in the important buf nefs of compofing your 
Council; and that no other diftincti n be admitted, except what is due to abilit , to 
inteprity, and tc faithful effential fervices. 

Were we o {peak our own fentiments further, we fhould c nf fs i to be out firm 
opinion, founded on the experience now before us, that the bi n fs of this govem- 
ment can never fo effectually be conducted as by a feleét unan’mous Comm t e. By 
dividing the power into many hands you weaken the au horit’, pr mote _ ifieption, 
and deprive your meafures of that a t4 fteadinefs, vigour, and difpatch necetflary 
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to their fuecefs. The fame means by which you obtained the great advantages you’ 
now enjoy, fnuft be continued, and conftantly exerted, to fecure and perpetuate them ; 

and, indeed, we can think of no other form of governmept fo well adapted, . fo per- 

feétly congenial to your pechliar prefent circumftances in Bengal. 

_ 31. It will not be necefflary, we apprehend, to dwell upon a refutation of the fpe- 
cious but flimfy arguments advanced:by Mr. Levcefter for immediately filling up the 
vacancies at the Board, and purfting the literal fenfe of your Inftruétions, when you 
en the Board to fixteen. We bave already fhewn, and Mr. Leycefter does not 
deny it, that the bufinefs of Burdwan and Midnapore may be conducted to greater 
advantage by junior fervants than by Members of the Council. We have alfo fhewn, 
that enlarging the Council beyond the number required for the bufinefs of the Prefi- 
dency and Subordinates has proved injurious to the Company. He knows it is our 
determinatién, that feven or eight Members fhould conftantly refide at the Prefidency, 
while all proper attention fhall be given to your inveftment and collections ; and this 
we certainly judge to be the fpirit of vour orders. But if that gentleman meam, that 
no aét can be valid which is executed by a lefs number of Agents than you have exprefly 
appointed, he renders void every decd, covenant, contraét, treaty, and obligation; 
entered into by the Councit fince the firft eftablifhment of this fettlement ; heeven ren». 
ders null and of no effect the treaty with the prefent Nabob, in which he himfelf had a 
principal fhare, and which, we believe, is net figned by more than half.the Compa- 
ny’s Agents. : 

In a word, we forefee fo many inconveniences confequent on a literal compliance 
with your inftructions, that our duty obliges us to fufpend, and we think our powers. 
authorize us in fufpending at leaft, if not revoking thofe orders, until your further 
pleafure be known. 

32. By confulting our Proceedings of the 10th of Auguft, and 18th of Septem+ 
ber, you will be able to judge of the progrefs we have made in carrying your orders 
into execution, relative to the trade in fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco. This fubject we 
confidered with alt the attention poffible, and regard to your intereft, and the good of 
the fervice. We found that to remove the inconveniencies: of a free trade, pre- 
vent the oppreffions daily committed, fave this valuable article of commerce froin 
ruin, and diffufe the benefits refulting indifcriminately ameng all vour- fervants en- 
titled to Duftucks, it was neceflary to inveft the whole in an exclufive company, com- 
Sty of the three firt claffes of your covenanted fervants, the ficld officers, chap- 
ains, and head furgeons. In admitting the field officers, and ft-tmg the proportions 
allotted to each clafs, we had particular regard to the prefent fituation of vour Coun- 
cil, and field efficers, who are now excluded many emoluments they before enjoved. 
It is our opinion, that gentlemen who have rin to thofe ftations with credit and re- 
putation, are certainly entitled to fomething more than a Prbfiftenee : they even ave 
a right to expect fich advantages in your fervice, as may cnavie€ them to retu. in a 
few years with independence to the?r native country. | 

With refpećt to the Company, we are unanimoufly of opinion, it is more tor their 
intereft to be confidered as Superiors than Proprietors ; and, as the royal grant of the 
Dewanny renders the 11th article unneceflary, we are thereby enabled to tubject the 
trade toa duty which will produce a clear annual revenue of 120,coo}. fterling ; 
whatever furplus of their revenues the Company may find themfeles pofleficd of, 
after difcharging all the demands in this Prefidency, we imagine may be employed 
much more to their benefit, in fupporting and extending the China trade, and aling 
the wants of the other Prefidencies. Htowever, fhould it either appear that we have 
miftaken the Company’s real intereft, or that the profits of the trade will admit of 
encreafed dutics, it is our refolution to give all poffible fatisfaction on thole points to 
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eur Honourable Mafters; and to lay before you a fair, full and candid reprefenta 
ef the amount of the cofts, charges and fales of the firft year. = 

33. We think it incumbent on us to obferve, that the management of this impor- 
tant bufinefs was committed to Mr. Sumner- If the plan, therefore, fhould prove fo. 
fortunate as to meet your approbation, the merit is chiefly due to that tleman, whe 
fpared no pains to acquire a thorough infight into the fubject, at the fame time that 
he difcharged the duties of the Prefidency, during Lord Clive’s abfence, much to our 
fatisfaction. Mr. Sumner would have chearfully accepted the poft of Refident at the 
Durbar, adged eto an employment of molars, Anes the grant of the Dewanny ;. 





but we j it to be more becoming his ftation, more agreeable to your intention, 
and more for the benefit of the fervice, that he fhould remain at the Prefidency to 
take charge of the government in cafe of Lord Clive’s abfence. 

We therefore determined to appoint Mr. Sykes to the Durbar, as he-bas already 
fufficiently manifefted his capacity and diligence in that employment. 

34- When thefe difpatches are finifhed, we refolve to apply ourfelves heartily to a 
reformation of the abufes which have crept into almoft all your public offices, an@® 
every department civil and military. The tafk is arduous, but not impracticable, and 
we are affured it becomes highly neceffary to the fervice. The fame unanimity ` 
which hath enabled the Committee to difpatch fo great a variety of important affairs 
fince their eftablifhment, fhall, we hope, be firmly. continued and vigoroufly exerted, 
until we have accomplifhed every end propofed at. our appointment ; until we have 
ftemmed the terrent of luxury and corruption, and eftablithed a fpirit of induftry, 
ceconomy, and integrity, throughout every clafs of your fervants. | 

We bcg leave to conclude with affuring you, that it is the higheft ambition of this 
Committee to merit the confidence repofed in them, by promoting with their utmoft 
diligence, and abilities, the honour and intereft of. the. India Company, which 
have ever been the gbjects of their moft fervent withes. 


We have the Honour to be, with refpect, , 
HONOURABLE SIRS,, 
Your mof faithful humble Servants, .. 
CLIVE, W. B, SUMNER, JOHN CARNAC, H. VERELST, F. SYKES. 


SUPPLEMEN T.. 


yaltice to the memory of the late Nabob Meer Jaffer, we think it incumbent on 
as to acquaint -you, that the horrible maffacres wherewith he is charged by. Mr. 
Holwell, in his Addrefs to the Proprietors of Eaft India Stock (page 46) are cruel 
afperfions on the character of that Prince, which have not the leaft foundation in truth. 
The feveral perfons there afhrmed, and who were generally thought to have been 
murdered by his order, are all now living except two, who were put to death by 
Meeran, without fhe Nabob’s content or a and it is with additional fatis- 
faction we can affure you, that they are lately releafed from confinement by the 
prefent Subah, which fully evince, the entire confidence he repofes in the Company’s 
protection, agai: ft all attacks on his government, 
re 
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We are further to acquaint you, that not fatisfied with paying all due attention to 


the confirmation and fecurity of your poffeffions in Bengal, Lord Clive has alfo ob- 

tained from the King, Sunnuds for the five Northern Provinces, and the ftrongeft 

—- under his Majefty’s hand and feal, of all yotir former poffeffions in the 
arnatic. 

Mr. Sykes has exerted his utmoft diligence in procuring an exact eflimate of the 
amount of the revenues of the Nabob’s dominions, of which yeu are not only the 
Gollectors but the Proprietors; and we are in hopes of tran{mitting an accurate ac- 
count of the fame by ke Admiral Stevens; but the books of the Sircar are fo much 
behind, fo many balances are outftanding, and fuch negligence appears in the col- 
lection of the revenues for fome years paft, owing, in a grêat meafure, to the dif- 
turbances in the country, which prevented any regular collections from being made, 
that he hgs not been able yet to fucceed to his entire fatisfaétion; we therefore 
think it better to poftpone the fubjeét until our next difpatches, when we can write 
with precifion and certainty. At prefent, we can only affirm, that the acqujfition of 
‘the Dewanny, and the agreement with the Nabob, wilt neceffarily turn’ out a pro- 
a aiak increafe of your revenues, at the fame time it muft conduce to the ftability 

your power and influence. i 

You will obferve in our general letter from the public department, what has paffed 
in Council on the fubject of the donation to the navy, which is indeed no more than 
a tranfcript of our Confultations. We here think it neceffary to remark, that we can- 
not, in the prefent circumftances of your affairs, and confiftently with our late en- 
gagements with the Nabob, either take upon us to pay fo large a demand out of your 
revenues, or infift upon the Nabob’s paying it out of .his limited ftipend ; more ef- 
— as it appears that the donation to the navy was never voluntary, but obtained 

rom Meer Jaffier by dint of folicitation, and other means, which never met with his 
intire approbation. . 

It is with fome regret we acquaint you, that we apprehend it will be neceffary to 
refume our late enquiry into the conduét of the Deputation, having juft received informa- 
tion from Nundcomar of further fums paid to them out of the Nabob’s treafury, during 
their refidence at Murfhed-abad. Mr. Johnftone makes a principal and confpicuous figure 
in this account alfo, having obtained a very large fum befides what is fpecified in thé 
diftribution lift, or the narratives of Mahomed Reza Cawn and Juggutfeat, which 
with the fums received by the other gentlemen, fully accounts for the Nabob’s af- 
fertions in his letter addreffed to the’ Canc The neceffity we are under of dif- 
patching the fhip, in order to receive the earlieft notice of your fentiments on our 
proceedings, and your further inftructions, prevents our entiring immediately upon 
the enquiry; of which, howevef, you may be affured, we fhall tranfmit a faithful and 
particular account in our next advices. 


CLIVE, W.B. SUMNER, JOHN CARNAC, H.VERELST, F.SYKES. 


To 
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To the Honoyrable the Conrt of Direétors, Ge. 


HONOURABLE SIRS, Fort William, Jan. 1. 1766. 


1. We have now the honour to tranfmit the fequel of thofe Proceedings of the Se-- 
lect Committee, which were difpatched the goth of September, by the Adiniral Ste-- 
vens, and alfo a duplicate of our letter of that date. ; 

2. The conjećtures we then formed, with refpect to the fyftem which the Com— 
mittee found it neceflary to adopt, have, in the event, correfponded to our warmeft 
expectations ; and it is with extreme fatisfaction we can aflure you, that a happy 
profpect is daily opening to our view, of fecurity and opulence to the Company. Mo- 
ney flowing into your Treafury ; contentment expreffed by the Country Government ; 
and Peace diffufing her bleffings throughout every diftri€t of the Nabob’s dominions, 
are to us theemoft pleafing teftimonies of the rectitude of the ineafures we purfued, 
when the late grants were obtained. ; 

The more we refleét on the fituation of your affairš, the ftronger appear the reafons 
for accepting the Dewanny of thefe provinces, by which alone we could eftablifh a 
power fufficient to perpetuate the poffeffions we hold, and the influence we enjoy. 
While the Nabob aéted in quality of Colleétor for the Mogul, the means of fupport- 
ing our military eftablifhment depended upon his pleafure. In the moft critica] fitu-- 
ations, while we ftood ballancing on the extreme border of deftruction, his ftipulated 
payments were flow and deficient, his revenues with-held by difaffected Rajahs, and 
turbulent Zemindars, who defpifed the weaknefs of his government; or they were 
fquandered in profufion, and diffipated in corruption, the ss fymptoms of a 
declining conftitution and feeble adminiftration. Hence we were frequently difap- 

inted of thofe fuppKies, upon the punctual receipt of which depended the very ex- 
iftence of the company in Bengal. 

We cannot indeed look back without horror, upon that defperate crifis to which 
your affairs were reduced, when a mutinous fpirit prevailed among your troops, when 
diffentions diftraéted your confultations, and a powerful army was invading the pro- 
vinces, to feize and defolate your poffeffions, and probably to extirpate your fervants. 
To us it evidently appears there remained but the alternative to advance as we have | 
done, and grafp at the whole power, or to fhrink back into our primitive condition of 
fimple merchants, to abandon ‘our poffeffions, difband our forces, and reft our future 
hopes on the clemency of princes, who will not eafily forget or forgive the fuperiority 
we have fo long maintained. 

In aword, this laft meafure was in itfelf impracticable ; for we muft obferve, altho’ 
with mı onduét of individuals hath rendered the Englifh name 
fo odiows, that we are no longer fecure than whilft our hands are armed for he defence 
of our lives and property. : 

3. The feveral ftatements entered in the Committee Proceedings, fhew clearly the 
amount of revenues to be colleéted this year i- to the Treafury, exclufive of thofe iffuing 
from the provinces of Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chittagong, the Calcutta lands, 
and all your former poffefions. At prefent they ftand incumbered with a variety of fu- 
perfluous charges, which we hope to reduce, when we come to adyuft the collections 
of the enfuing year; but we thought it advifeable to avoid introducing innovations, 
which might create difguft and diffatisfaction at fo early a period of our government. 
The next balance, amounting to 2:12 lacks of Sicca rupees, or 286,200/. fterling, 
will be the more readily paid, that the minifters and officers of the government can 
have nothing to plead in excufe for deficiencies ; and we have reafon to believe it will not 


fall 
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fall greatly fhort of the ftated amount. This ballance is abundantly fumcient to fupply 
your China trade, provide for our own inveftment, and defra all the expences of your 
civil and military eftablifhmenct: whatever furplus m } "cman i1 the treafury af r 
the ftipends to the King and Nabob a e difcharged, anl all other more unincd a e 
demands are anf vered, this, together with the revenue of Burdwan, &c. fhal then 
be applied to relieve the wan s ot the othcr Prefidenci s, toja off your bonds, and ta 
fach other purpofes as may appear to us tł e moft conducive to our intereft. 

4. Mir. Sykes, who was fone time fince app int d refic «~ the Durb r, and Su- 

rvHor of the collections, hath now taken charge of the f ctor at C fmb zar, upon 

r. Senior’s application for leave to renun to E wope. The great diligence heh s 
exerted in fettling the revenues, and fo ming the ftaten ents, as wel s Êx vn tot c 
other feveral objects of the adminiftr tion, afo d us the utimoit reafon to be hig y 
fatisfied with his conduét. He is daily making rem‘ttances, the firft fruits of the 
_Gollections to the trea ury, wh reby we are alre d enabled to fet apart a fupply of 
* twenty-four lacks for your Chir invettment, + ti elve of which are now wWhder dif- 
patch for Canton ; the remainccr wal be fent in the month of Februar} to Madrafs, 
to be forwarded from theice to China, b” the earlieft c nvevance. 

When the colle€tions of the year are clofed, we have directed Mr. Sykes to enquire 
Rrictly inte the ballances duc to the government, and to ue every poffible endcavour 
to recover them, as we entertain the moit flattering hope, that from thefe arrears iH 
arife a fand fufficient to difcharge all the public demands on the late Nabob, for which 
your honour may ftand any wa) engaged. 

g. Notwithitanding thefe immente revenues, of which the Compan, ts actually 

eled, we muft earnei{th requett 5 our ferions attention to the confequcnces of oir 
smpoverifhing the country, by tuch annual exports of treafure to China. We muft 
alfo recommend, that you devife fome meth d of enabling your f rvants, and the 
inhabitants of the fetrlement, to remit their own fortune, and the effects of deceafe«t 
»xerfons in their hands, by fome other channel t an that of bills upon France ani 

olland. You are now in a fituation which will never require your receiving p i- 
vate effects inte the treafury, to be able to complete your own inveftm pe ‘our 
collections are adequate to every purpofe and demand which we can forfee. The 
Governor and Council could not therefore, with any propriety, fubject you to the 
inconvenience of anfwering bills to the amount of § forty or || fifty lacks, merel; for 
the benefit of your fervants, and fuffer your own money to lie dead and unappro- 
agers in the treafury. Indeed we were particularly cautious of ae largely 

this year, in order that you might be able to difcharge your more immediate and 
prefing engagements at home. et, fhould the neceffity continue of remitting 
private property by foreign funds, the French and Dutch will not only be enabled 
thereby to provide early and valuable inveftments, but inces will 2's be de- 
prived of a verv confiderable addition to the current fpecie, which thofe nations will 
otherwite be obliged to import every year in ready money. 

‘To obviate as far as pofable any immediate bad effects to the public from the 
above caufes, the Prefident has now under confideration a propofal to prevent the ex- 
portatien of treafure from occafioning a fcarcity of money for fome years at leaft. Yct 
as this propofal rather tends to palliate, than effectually to remedy the evil, it is fron 
sour inftructions only that we are to expect a radical cure. 

6. The opportunity which the reftoration of peace affords for carrying into execu- 
tion your orders relative to the Batta allowed to military officers, will contribute 
greatly to the increafe of your iurplus fund. Thofe orders, although reafonable and 
neceflary, could not, however, be conveniently enforced before the public tranqui- 

lity , 
* 300,000 l. t 1f0,c00 /. § 500,000 /. 625,000 /. 





A P PEN DI X. 17 


Tity, and military difcipline and fubordination, were firmly eftablifhed? It was alfo 
meceflary to devife the mesys of their living cheaper, and of fupplying them with h- 
uors, and other ftores, at a more moderate price than thofe articles had ufually been 
urnifhed. We muft likewife obferve, that tegimenting the troops has not only con- 
duced to the reformation we propofed, but facilitated the reduction af expence you 
enjoin ; a foldier, who knows and performs his duty, will neither expect nor require the 
fuperfluities and luxuries of life. 

Accordingly we have ordained, that on the firft day of the prefent month, the cuf- 
tomary Batta fhall be ftruck off from the troops in general, excepting the brigade fta- 
tioned in Sujah al Dowlah’s dominions, who, on account of the ne price of provi- 
‘ fion, and the difficulty of procuring ftores, will be allowed double Batta in the field, 
and half double Batra in cantonments and in garrifon, until they are recalled to the 

rovinces. z : 
á For the fame reafons half Batta is continued to the troops quartered at Patna and, 
' Mongheer » but the reft of ‘the army, we mean the detachments at fubordinates and 
other places, that are not engaged in aétual fervice, are reduced precifely on a footing 
with the Company’s forces on the coaft ;` even thofe ftationed at Mongheer and Patha 
receive the fame exact Batta as your troops at Tri¢hinopoly. 

From fuch regulations, and alfo from the check already given to the many fhameful 
abufes committed in mutters, returns, hofpital bills, boats, and other articles, we may 
affirm with confidence, that the charges of your whole eftablifhment, civil and military, 
including your fortifications, will fall fhort of the amount expended during the courfe 
of the late war on your army alone; and yet it is propofed; if you fupply us duly 
with recruits, to maintain the complete eftablifhment projected by Lord Clive, and the 
moft formidable army that ever took the field in Bengal. From what caufes your mi- 
litary expences {welled to fuch immeafurable bounds, requires no explanation. Cer- 
tain it is, they far exteeded the fupplies fo liberally voted by the Brith parliament, 
` for an army of auxiliaries employed to oppofe the combined forces of the moft power- 

princes in Chrifttendom. 

+. To thefe fchemes of ceconomy, permit us to add the late refolution of this 
Committee, regarding the new works erecting for the fecurity of your fervants and 
property. Thofe works have, for feveral years paft, been a perpetual drain for trea- 
fures, which might have been more ufefully applied; yet fhould we ever meet with 
the misfortune of being driven off the field, and cooped up within the walls of this 
fort, your affairs may then be confidered as defperate and irrecoverable. It is there- 
fore the unanimous opinion of this Committee, confirmed by the fentiments of the 
chief engineer, that we ought to regard the new works as atemporary fecurity only ; 
for which purpofe the ditch, ramparts, baftions, and ravelin already finifhed, are 
fuficien to wirthftand ateft force which the powers of this country are ever 
fikely to anemble. 

Captain Martin farther delivers it as his opinion, that enlarging the fortifications 
conformably to the plan of the intended outworks, would add nothing to the ftrength 
bf the place, unlefs we could at the fame time maintain a garrifon proportioned to 
their extent; we refolved therefore not to proceed on the plan beyond what is now 
completed, but to ufe all poffible means to check the incroachments of the river, 
which hath advanced within a few yards of the covert way, and threatens to {weep 
away one intire fide of the fort. | 

We fhall alfo make all the difpatch we are able in completing the barracks, fome 
of which we have converted into very commodious apartments for the writers, latelv 
arrived ; and we are convinced it would be much for the benefit of the fervice, if all 
the younger fervants, and the public = were collected within fo narrow a com- 

pals, 
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pan, as might fubject them to clofer infpection than is poffible in their prefent 
tuation. 

8. Mahomed Reza Cawn, and the minifters we affociated with him to conduct 
the bufinefs of the country government, proceed with alacrity and unanimity, under 
direction of Mr. Sykes, the refident. They, as well as the people in general, ex- 
shee pa fatisfaction at the orders we lately iffued and enforced, for recalling to the 

refidency all free merchants, and other Europeans, who are not in your covenanted 
fervice, many of whom had, by interfering with public affairs, by aéts of oppreffion 
and violence, and by affuming and exerting a judicial authority, totally perverted the 
ordinary courfe of juftice, and given great interruption to the bufinefs of the admini- 
ftration ; Yet we muft lament that the juft and neceffary punifhment inflicted upon 
thofe who had committed abufes, fhould unavoidably extend to others who always 
acted with integrity and honour. 

g- The more effectually to remove every caufe of complaint, and rendgr the mi- 
nifters refponfible for the collections of the ftated revenue, we have directed that none 
befides thofe who are employed in certain public ftations, fhall in future correfpond 
with officers of the government, hold lands, lend money to the Zemindars, or 
take any other means of improving their fortunes, or acquiring influence in the coun- 
try, that may tend to difturb, diftrefs, or defraud either the adminiftration or the 

ple; and this prohibition we have extended to all your fervants, civil and military, 
and their dependents. It was the earneft requeft of the minifters, that we fhould im- 
pofe fuch reftnictions ; and we Sane i compliance but reafonable, as we were well 
affured that the revenue had fuffered from the excefs to which thefe practices were 
carried. 

In one inftance, however, we have taken the liberty of deviating from your orders. 
for recalling the free merchants, &c. The plan for conducting the joint inland trade, 
in the articles of falt, beetle-nut, and tobacco, is in itfelf fo extenfive, the capital re- 
quired fo very confiderable, and the difficulty of procuring money at a moderate tn 
tereft fo great, that it becomes indifpenfibly neceflary the accounts of the fociety 
fhould be clofed, and their books ballanced with more difpatch than can be expected, 
fhould black Gomaftahs and agents be employed. For this reafon, and becaufe we 
are willing to promote to the utmoft of our power a fcheme which appears well calcu- 
lated for your intereft and the general benefit, we have permitted the committee of 
trade to appoint European agents for dfpofing of the fociety’s concerns at certain: 
eftablifhed marts, in different parts of the country; and as for this purpofe the Com- 
pany’s fervants could not be fpared from the Prefidency and Subordinates, thofe agents 
are therefore chofen from the lift of free merchants, with the utmoft attention to their 
characters and former behaviour. Befides which w have ftrictly confined them to 
the bufinefs of the fociety by fuch fevere penalties and reitrictivius, as think muft 
effectually prevent their giving hindrance or moleftation. Should we find thefe li- 
mitations infufficient to fecure the peace of the country, and remove all caufe of 
complaint, we are then determined to recall them, and commit the bufinefs to blaek 

nts. 

11. Farther to affift this valuable branch of commerce, and promote the credit of 
the infant fociety, the Governor and Council have, at the requeft of the Committee 
of trade, figned and executed a deed for better fecuring to the fociety the free 
and exclufive purchafe and fale of the articles of falt, &c. from the 1ft of Septem- 
ber 1765, to the 3oth af Auguft 1766, allowing a fufficient time to difpofe of fuch 
ftock as may be provided for the feafon, in order to prevent the great lofs that muft 
arife to the proprietors, fhould any alteration take place by your order, after the cop- 
cerns for the ycar are begun? and before the fame are conciuded. We therefore flat- 

ter 
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ter ourfelves with your intire approbation of this meafure, fo effential ta the due ex-.* 
ecution of the plan formed by your permiffion, and with all poffible regard to your 
intereft. : om | oe ae foamy 

12. Our peaceer ne point out clearly the increafe of your rents, iffuing from the 
Calcutta lands; and the feveral minutes entered upon that fubjeét explain our fenti- 
ments on the profpect we have of rating the Pergunnahs fill higher, without exa¢tion 
or oppreffion. It evidently appears to us, that confiderable frauds were formerly 
committed in thefe collections ; with a view of correcting which, we have determined 
that the leafes granted to the prefent farmers fhall expire’on the ift.day of November 
next. By that rime we hope to find Icifure to afcertain their.value more exactly ; at 
leaft we fhall then filence the clamour of the inhaLitants againft what they deem a 
monopoly, by univerfally ciffufing and extending the benefits arifing frgm the pof- 
fefiion of lands among the moft fubitantial and reputable Banyans and black mer- 
chants living under your protection. irene pea acai ge acca 

13. Moft earneftly do wę with that fuch fhameful embezzlement cf the public mot 
ney were confined to thofe lands fituated more immediately under the eyes of the 
Governor and Council, fince nothing befides the greateft inattention and mifconduc& 
could then prevent the detection of abufes; but fhould a general depravity of manners 
prevail, and your fervants, acting in the higheft ftations, te reftraied neither by 
motives of confcience, nor by principles of honour, the difcovery of frauds at places 
remote from the Prefidency will then become difficult and merely accidental. 

This evidently appears from the ftate of the Midnapore revenues, which for.three years 
paft have yielded * 250,000 rupees more than ,were ever placed, as they ought, to the 
Company’scredit. Our recalling the factory, and appointing Mr. Vereltt fupervifor, and 
Mr. Graka prefident, brought this unwarrantable tranfaćtion to light, which might 
otherwife have lain in profound obfcurity, until chance had produced a refident, whofe 
fenfe of honour, and feelings of confcience, were ftronger had the impulfes, of private 
intereft. 7 | | 

Yet fortunate to the Company as this difcovery will certainly be confidered, we muft 
confefs it occafions great embarraffment to our proceedings, unleis we would deviate on 
the one hand or the other from that duty which we owe to our Conftituents. It was firmly 
our intention to avoid farther retrofpection of the conduct of an adminiftration fo no- 
torioufly corrupt, and meanly venal, throughout every department, in hopes. the 
examples already made would fufficiently deter others, and work a reformation. ~ It 
was the correction of abufes, and not the ponies of pat mifcondudét, that we 
propofed, gpg we endeavoured to avoid expofing ourfelves, either to the cenfure - 
of partiality, or the heavier charge of unfaithfulnefs to our employers, 
. În this, asin many other inftances, we confidered that a fcrutiny into the particulars 
of the embezzlement would be unprofitable to you, while it would at the fame time 
occafion gemt Soto our confultations, and might end in the neceffity of di- 
minifhing the number of your Council, already much reduced by the death of one, 
the fufpenfion of another, and the refignation of four members of that board. 

We muft farther beg leave to obferve, that we cannot help regarding the late re- 
fident as far lefs culpable than any of his immediate predeceffors, who may be faid to 
have chalked out the path, and guided his fteps by the falfe light that mifled him; 
certain it is, that fhould you difapprove our lenity, the fame decree in law and equity 
which will oblige Mr. Watts to refund, will alfo oblige his predeceffors to make 
reftirution. 

From thefe confiderations, thercfore, we refolve to leave it in the option of your 
Honourable Board, to profecute or relinquifh your claim to fuch ballances as ought 
to have been applied to your credit, contenting ourfelves with giving you the seceflary 


C2 information 
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Dornia ot facts, and taking the moft cffectual means to prevent fuch practices ir 
uture. 

14. For reafons of a fimilzr nature, we decline refumin,; any farther confideratior 

of the conduct of the Board and deputation during the late negociations at Murfhed- 
abad. Already our confultations have been too much interruptcd with cavilling, debate 
and faction. We are heartily fick of the fruitlefs labour of raking in the jakes of 
corruption ; and fhould we enter upon clofe inquiries, we muft agam wholly fufpend 
the courfe of current bufinefs. You have before you fufficient proofs, whether thofe 
gentlemen diftinguifhed more zeal for your fervice, or attachment to their own intereft; 
and fhould you be difpofed, for the fake of example, to attempt the recovering of 
thofe fums, obtained b unwarrantabl, from the Nabob and his minifters, we appre- 
hend the evidences tranfmitted are ftrong and explicit enough to ground an action 
upon in any court of judicature. | . 
- I5. It remains with us to offer a few remarks upon that letter which Mr. Johnftone 
fent into the Board, juft as the Admiral Stevens was under fail, as if he apprehended 
left fome bold affertions he advanced might be refuted before he was out oF reach of 
the fhame confequent on detection. Many of thefe affertions are fo mean, fo contrary 
to truth, and to Mr. Johnftone’s own knowledge, that we read them with equal fur- 
prize and contempt; fenfible that he muft be hard preffed indeed to fupport a finking 
reputation, who has recourfe to falfhcod to juftify mifconduct. 

16. This gentleman thinks it neceflary, after three months preparation, to apolo- 
gize for a lame and unfeafonable defence, by affirming, that he was denied all accefs 
to the papers relative to himfelf, until a few days before his departure. Mr. John- 
ftone forgot that he acknowledges the receipt of thofe very papers, in a note he wrote 
to our Secretary, in the month of June, before we came to any determination, which 
note is now in the Scerctary’s poffeffion. He alfo forgot that the letters of Meffrs. 
Senior and Middleton, inferted in our proceedings of the 2rft of June, prove that all 
the evidences and procecd ngs uj on that occafion, were revularly tranfmiutted to thofe 

ntlemen who were not prefent at the Boird. He ought, therc‘tore, to avail him- 
elf of the firft plea, and refufe rather to acknowlcdge the authority of the Committee, 
than thus to fkulk behind a pitiful untruth. 

From the deep fund of critical learning which Mr. Johnftone difplays in the coun- 
try language, we might reafonably expect a more perfect knowledec of the power and 
idiom of h’s mother tongue; for a‘ter torturing the phrafe Cooch bcclizgan., to make 
our proceedings appear un‘air and partial, he ‘s at length f rced to con~ rue it into a 
fipnification that ‘implies a ftrongir mcrace that can poTibiy be convo cd in the 
words of our tranflation. The healt e a with the Englifh ‘anguige will cnable 
any man to deturmiie whether, in the cirumftances thire reprefun ec, Mr. Johnftone’s 
expreffion, ‘6 I will be filent,”-doth rn imp! a moe cnpritic merar than the words 
which we afcribe to him, “* Your bufincfs till meer with no count tance; inatinuch 
as the one declares all that is meant; whereas the other intimates a harfher meaning 
than he would chufe to esprefs ? 

Mr. Joh: ftone irfinuates, by way of r flection on the management of the Com- 
mittee, that we were wader the neceffit: cf ai plying to the Seats f r the loan of a lack 
and ahalf of ~ rupees; the fact i- true, us4 rets“ i h Mr. Johnftone and his affo- 
ciates at the Board to ex} lain ho v the Com «n ’s tieaiir, came tebe at fo lonr an ebb, 
as to want fo po r a fuyp'’. It alfo r fs a E oR E explim ho v the N ibob for 
our firft application was to tie Naboh c 3e to b- {> impoverfhed L preuns m le 
to the Deputation, that h-c uld not fir afh e on th’s fmall relicf to tre rn co fins of 
the Conpac , an lit refts parttc Tl w ith Mr. J hi ftone to affen the r- n, why 
a ballance of + fix lacks was due from Burd tanto, ur cahaufted treafurs, whilft he 
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was age his own pockets at the Durbar, which ballance was afterwards collected 
by Mr. Verelft. | 

What he remarks on out dpinion of Mr. Leycefter, delivered in our Proceedin 
of the 21ft of June, is alfo very true. That gentleman had Jointly, with Mr. Johnitone, 
received bills trom Mahomed Reza Cawn; but as he declared upon oath, that he had 
no intention of benefiting by them, it was furely incumbent on the Committee to ac- 
quit him in a publi¢ opinion. We fhould have acquitted Mr. Johnftone, likewife, if 
he had made the fame folemn declaration; but our private fentiments of that oath we 
fhould have referved, as in Mr. Leycefter’s cafe, to our letter to the Court of Directors, 
for an oath may filence an accufation of crimes, but it doth not neceflarily produce 
conviction of innocence. 

Mr. Johnftone has tacked to this extraordinary defence, certain letters written to 
him by Mahomed Reza Cawn, and his own agent Mootcram, as vouchtrs for his 
good behaviour during the negociation. With refpect to thefe letters, we obferve, they 
were obtaingd at a period when it may reafonably be fuppoted that fuch teftimonies, 
durft not not be refweéd, on account of the extraordinary authority which Mr. John- 
ftone had juft before aflumed at the Durbar. It may alfo be obferved, from Mahomed 
Reza Cawn’s letter, that great apprchenfions were conceived, left the Nabob fhould 
come to Calcutta, to lay his complaints before the Committee ; and Mr. Johnftone knows 
that intereft was made with the then Refident, to prevail on him to exert his utmoft 
influence in preventing a vifit, which it was thought would not bring much honour to 
the Deputation. We leave it thereforeto yoi r Honourable Board, to determine, whether 
thofe teftimonies, at the beft, will juftity Mr. Johnftone from the charge of extortion, and 
weigh down againft the moft pofitive evidcnce that can be given upon any matter OT 
faét. Be this as it will, we think it necc: ary to correét Mr. Johnftone’s miftake, 
when he affirms, that Mahomed Reza Cawn’s firft depofition takes no notice of any 
demand made in theename of the deputations. A reterence to that depofition will 
fatisfy you that Mr. Johnitone cither reads without attention, or that he quotes without 
candour.. 

It would be endlefs to purfue Mr. Johnftone through the tedious maze of error and 
mifreprefentation, fo evident in every page of h's letter; permit us, therefore, to refer 
you for amore particular reply to the Proceedings themtelves, to Lord Clive’s minute, 
and thefe cf the members of the Select Committee, entered in the Appendix, already 
tranimitted bv the Admiral Stevens. 

As to Mr. Jobn .one’s manazement in the Burdwan province, we could wifh he 
had fuftered us to cover with the veil of filence tranfactions that will not bear cxa- 
mination. He hath now, by his ill-‘udged ftri€tures on Mr. Verclit’s memorial, 
obliged that ecnilemen to mention what, out of tendernefs to Mr. Johnitone, he was 
unwilling to reveal. ! 

You will obferve, from the Confultations, that Mr. T-evcefter ftands fuipenced, and 
that Mr. Grav refigned the fervice, while his concuct, during his refidence et Maulda, 
was under confiderttion of the Board. You will ao perceive the obftruction given 
to all public bufincis, by caviiling, debate. and unfc.zionable minutes, whi'e thefe two 
gentlemen remained at the Board. Thole mipures are themfelves futhcient teiti- 
mony of the fp'rit which actuated fo extiaordiacrs a behaviour ; they are indecent, 
violent, and fectiovs, bevond any thing ever be.ure tolerated in this government in 
the moft licentious of times. 

Mefirs. Levceiter ard Grav no fooner per-eive the lath of corzeétion removed, than 
they, unmindtul of the lenity of the Committee, when ve might v th propriety, and in- 
deed ought to have futpended them the tervice, fet upa determined oj pofition, and dargd 
to ridicule and infult the government upon all occations; yet we bore this ufage with 

patience, 
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patience, eut of regard to your fisuation, and replied to their minutes with temper, 
until Mr. Ceycefter procecded to fuch lengths of licentioufnefs, as tended to involve 
ehe fetrlement in anarchy and civil diffention. He pucdifhed an expreifion haftily 
dropt at the Board by Genefal Carnac, with fuch additional aggravating circumfances, 
as were beit calculated to raife a ferment in the minds of the people, and excite the 
tnhabitants to open fedition. The alarm that we were about to introduce a military 
government became fo general, we thought it incumbent on us tc trace the author ot 
tuch dangerous calumny; and, upon conviction, that Mr. Leycefter had torged and 
pubhlithed it with a defign of weakening the hands of the adminiftration, we judged it 
necefiary to fufpend him as unworthy of his ftation in your fervice. i 

18. Wc need not take up your time in juttifying a meafure that became indifpen- 
fibly neceffary, unlefs we meant to relinquifh all- attempts to effect that general re- 
formation To effential to the ftability and permanency of your potleffions. Mr. Ley- 
cefter had ftrenuoufly oppofed every meafure which tended fo the correction of abufes ; 
and, even whilft he was acting in the capacity of a magiftrate and judge, muft fhame- 
fully endeavoured to fupprefs, pervert, and ftifle evidence relative to Mr. Gray’s con- 
duct. His own minute on the occafion that produced his fufpenfion, fo thoroughly 

ints out the violent defigns he cntertained, that we could fit no longer at the fame 

ard with any regard to our own characters, or profjrect of advantage to your feivice. 
From the loud cry raifed by Mr. Gray and him againft military force and arbitrary 

wer, one would naturally conccive the Prefident had deprived half the Britifh fub- 
ects in the fettlement of their birth-right. The faét, however, was nothing more than 
that Lord Clive had ordered a guard of Sepoys over Ramnaut, a man of infamous 
character, faid to be employed by Mr. Grav, in the moft iniquitous aéts of extor- 
tion, and a native of Maulda, who hinfelf refufed to claim the protection of our 
laws, becaufe he fhould thereby become fubjeét to the punifhment to which thofe laws 
condemn his offences; whereas, numberlefs inftances occur in former governments in - 
Bengal of native inhabitants of Calcutta being confined by military guards, upon 
accuiations of infinitely lef{s confequence to the public weal. In fhort, thofe two 
gentlemen themielives were fo diflatisfied, fo difcontented and induttrious in pro- 
pagating the feeds of their ill humour, that we are firmly convinced the fufpenfion of the 
one was neceffary, and that the refignation of the other is conducive to the benefit of 
your fervice. Yet thefe are the gentlemen who, we are told, flatter themfelves with 
the hopes of juftifying their conduct to your fatisfaction, and of returning again to 
the management of your concerns in Bengal : fhould this event ever happen, we have 
only to with, and we fervently do wifh, although contrary to all human probability, 
that your affairs may profper. 

19. The Board being now reduced far beneath the eftablifhment we propofed, and 
to a numb r infuthcient to conduct the neceflary bufinefs of the government, filling 
the vacant feats became an immediate object of confitteration. By the Admiral 
Stevens we freely delivered our ientiments of the unfitneis for that ftation of thofe 
gentlemen who ftand next in fucceffion.” We alfo recommended with the greateft ear- 
neftnefs, that in compofing vour Council, you would admit of no claim but that of 
merit and approved fervices. We muft now again beg leave to repeat, that from a lift 
of fourteen junior merchants, we are not able to felect a number fufficient to make up 
the deficiency of members at the Board, unlefs we abandon all hopes of curbing h- 
centioufne(s, reforming abufes, and fubduing that univerfal paffion which prevails among 
your fervants of accumulating riches in a manner inconfiftent with the good of the 
country and with your interct. The ra¢tious {pirit which lately blazed out fo violently in 
Council, has reached the lower elaffes ; fo that we can entertain no reafonable hope 
from their cordial fervices, until they have felt the weight of correction, and expe- 

rienced 
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rienced the influence of example. Still, however, we fhould be forry to deprive them 
ef all profpect of rifing, bx promoting their juniors on this eftablifhment, fince time 


and the c¢rtai affurance, that merit and not ftanding will entitle them to your fa- 
vours, may produce the defired effect upon their condu&t. 


20. For thefe reafons we applied to the Prefidency of Fort St. George, requefting 
that Mefirs. Ruffel, Alderfey, Kelfal, and Floyer, might be permitted to affift us in the 
prefent exigency, until your pleafure fhould be known ; being fully perfuaded that 
this preference of the fervants of another Prcfidency, will operate more effectually than 
if we had recourfe to the more irkfome and mortifying indignity of fuperfeding them 
from this eftablifhment. 

We are forry to find that our endeavours to ferve the Company im a manner the: 
Jeaft injurious to your fervants here, fhould be mifconftrued. As foon as this me fure 
became known, by reporss from Madrafs, and previous to our laying any eerie a 
before the Board, the young gentlemen of the fettlement had fet themfelves up for 
judges Òf «the propriety of *our conduét, and the degree of their own merit: each 
would think hinrfelf qualified to tranfact your weighty affairs in Council, at an a 
when the laws of his country adjudge him unfit to manage his own concerns to the 
extent of forty fhillmgs. They have not only fet their hands to the memorial of 
complaint, but entered into affociations unbecoming at their years, and deftructive of 
that fisbordination without which no government can ftand—aAll vifits to the Prefi- 
dent are forbidden—aAll invitations from him and the members of the Seleét Com- 
mittee are to be flighted—The gentlemen called down by our authority from Ma- 
drafs are to be treated with neglect and contempt—Every man who deviates from this 
confederacy is to be ftigmatized and avoided—In a word, the members are totally 
to feparate themfelves Fon the head, decorum and union are to be fet at defiance, 
and it becomes a fair ftruggle whether we or the young gentlemen fhall in future 
guide the helm of gévernment. Look at their names, examine their ftanding, inquire 
into their fervices, and reflet upon the age of four-fifths of the fubfcribers to this 
bill of grievances, who now fupport the affociation, and you will be equally furprifed 
with us at the prefumptuous intemperance of youth, and convinced that a ftop of” 
three or four years in the courfe of promotion is indifpenfibly neceflary, if you would 
have your Council compofed of men of experience and difcretion. 

21. From this iketch of the behaviour of your fervants, you will perceive the dan- 
gerous pitch to which the independent and licentious fpirit of this fetrlement hath 
rifen ; you will then determine on the neceffity and propriety of the ftep we have 
taken: in the mean time we are refolved to fupport it, or we muft fubmir to the 
anarchy and confufion confequent on fubjecting the decrees of your Select Com- 
mittee to the revifal and repeal of young gentlemen juft broke loofe from the hands 
of their fchoo!mafters. Earneftly do we wifh that every member of this Board had 
ardently joined in the fame fentiments, fince diffents only Terve to break the force of 
retolutions, to weaken authority, and give vigour and courage to faction and dif- 
obedience. 

As to the point of indignity, of which your petitioners complain, nothing can be 
more evident than that the Coinmittee regarded the prefent fuperceffion as lefs inju- 
rious than a felection would be from this eftablifhment, fince we even declined pro-- 
moting, upon this occafion, the very perfons whom we particularly reecmmended to 
the moft diftinguifhing marks of your favour. In this light it is confidered in every 
other fervice, and we doubt not but it would have been fo confidered inthis férvice, 
had fuch promotion been the choice of the Committee. 

22. Our proceedings explain the morives of ôur conduét, and alfo the meafares 
we enforced to bring the iettlement to order and obedience. Mr. Majendie, the- 
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Secretary te the Council, is difmifed from his office, and fufpended the fervice for 
having eminently diftinzuifhed himfelf in forming a combination fo unwarrantable in 
itfelf, fo dangerous in the prefent conjuncture, and fo euliarly unbecoming to his 
age, his ftation, and his employment. Should this example fuffice, we fhall avoid 

ing to the extremity of punifhing with the lofs of bread, young men who have 
been artfully and unwarily fpirited up to faction, to gratify the refentment, the fel- 
fifh views of fome, in whom you have sepofed unmerited and’ much abufed con- 
fidence. 

You will be aftonifhed to obferve at the head of this lift divers members of your 
Council, who fubfcribe their names in teftimony of their fenfe of the injuftice done 
to the -younger fervants. Poffibty this teftimony might have weight with your Ho- 
nourable Kpard had thofe gentlemen firft cleared up their own conduét from certain im- 
putations which intimate how little their intere{t difpofeg them to co-operate in a 
‘reformation for the public benefit. At all events, whether the proceeding of the 
«Committee be in itfelf right or wrong, it is moft certainly their duty to reprefs every 
factious combination, to temper the heat and vehemence of youth, to maintain the 
authority of the Board, and avoid giving countenance to a feditious and rebellious 
‘humour, which might have produced the fubverfion ef government, and the moft 
fatal confequences to the Company’s affairs, before your decifion could arrive. 

23. This incident occurring four days only before the difpatch of the fhips, you 
will not expect that our letter from the public department fhould enter fo minutely 
anto the tranfactions of the Board as we propofed. The bufinefs is now fuddenly 
taken up by Mr. Campbell, our Secretarv, who we are aifured will exert his utmott 
abilities ; but he requefts you will pleafe to make an allowance for the fhortnefs of 
time, and his total unacquaintance with all that has been tranfaéted in that 
department. 

24. We have the fatisfaction to acquaint you, that Sujah al Dowlah appears well 
difpofed to cultivate our friendfhip, and adhere ftriétly to the conditions of the late 
treaty. 

Colonel Smith’s brigade is now ftationed at Illahabad and Benåres, to fecure the King 
and Vizicr againft the invafions of the Maharattas, until they have fully re-eftablifhed 
themfelves, and payment of the ftipulated indemnification to the Company is com- 
pleted. His Majefty’s vifionary projects of feating himfelf with our affiftance on the 
throne of his anceftors, and proceeding to Dehly his capital, feem to have vanifhed 
before the Committe’s remonftrances. We hope he is at length convinced, that with- 
out us the {cheme is impracticable, and we are certain it can never be your intereft to 
extend the influence of your arms to fo great a diftance from your prefent poffeffions, 
and the feat of your government. 

25. Opening a communication between the Northesp Sircar and Bengal muft 

rove mutually advantageous to your prefidency at Fort Saint George, andto us. We 
Fe therefore determined to embrace the favourable opportunity which the prefent 
feeble condition of the Maharattas affords, to carry this meafure into execution, and 
have for that purpcfe fet on foot a negociation with their chief, whereby we propofe 
he fhafl cede to us the northern parts of Oriffa, now in his poffeffion, upon our con- 
fenting to pay a certain ftipulated annual revenue : whatever his determination may 
be, it ts our refolu:ion not to attempt gaining this advantage by violence or force of arms. 

Peace is at length happily reftored to thefe provinces, and it will be the ftudy of this 
Committee to preferve and prolong thofe advantages which you already begin to 
expericnce. 

We have the Honour to remain, &c. 


CLIVE, W. B. SUMNER, J. CARNAC, H. VERELST, F. SYKES. 
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Mr. Sumner conceiving, that the following paragraph of the eit Article 1s particu- 
larly pointed againft himfclt, begs leave to enter his diifent to that and fuch other parts 
of the letter and proceedings as he hath already objected to: “< Heartily do we wifh 
< that every member of this Board had ardently joined in the fame fentiments, fince 
<< diffents ferve only to break the force of refolutions, to weaken authority, and give 
<< vigour and courage to faction and difobedience.” 


W. B SUMNER. 


No. III. 
To the Honourable Court of Directors, Se. Se. 


HONOURABLE SIRS, Fort William, March 24, 1766. 


A few incidents only which merit your attention have occurred at this Prefidency, 
fince our laft advices, of the 31ft of January, by the Grenville and Kent. 

The extraordinary behaviour of your junior fervants was then explained to you, as 
a point in which your intereft is deeply concerned: they were at that time turbulent 
and faétious ; but we have the pleaiure to acquaint you, that the conduct of the 
more inconfiderate feems now to be difapproved by thofe arrived at greater difcretion, 
who begin to fee the neceffity of our determined refolution to reduce your fervants in 

eneral within the fphere pointed out by their years, ftanding, and abilities. We niuit 

owever obferve, that your fervice here has always been carried on rather from a 
dread of punithment than a fenfe of duty; and that at prefent no branch of your affairs 
is conduéted with that alacrity and zeal necefflary and effential to your intereft, to 
which, we fhould conceive, all your fervants would be naturally excited, by the 
uncommon advantages they enjoy. 

This decline of public fpirit we muft, in great meafure, afcribe to a practice 
which hath prevailed at this fettlement more than at any other, of intrufting fome of 
the moft weighty employments in your fervice to gentlemen fcarce ariived at years 
of maturity. The bufinefs of the Secretary’s department was committed to a youth of 
three years ftanding in your fervice; the employment of Accomprant is now diicharged 
by a Writer ftill lower in the lift of your fervants ; the important trufts of Military 
Storckeeper, Naval Storekeeper, and Storekeeper of the Works, were beftowed, 
when lat vacant, upon Writers; and a Writer held the poft cf Paymafter to the 
Army, at a period when near * 20 lacks of rupees had been dep ofitced for months 
together in his hands. ~ 

We will not enquire how far thefe employments have been duly difcharged : youth 
cannot argue difhonefty; but it certainly doth in general imply the want of fuflicient dif- 
cretion and experience. We will only obferve, that repofing trufts of fo importent 
ynd lucrative a nature in the hands of young men, hath rendered them too foon inde- 
pendent, and given birth to that fpirit of difipation and luxury, ot which vou were 
very juftly informed before the appointment of this Committee. From this fource 
likewife flowed a grievance of the utmoft confequence to vour fervice, which 
dcimands an immediate remedv. The younger fervants, buing incapab’e themiclyes 
to difvharge the functions of their feveral offices, were forced to have iccurfe to 
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their Baniars and black Writers; and thus their employments fell into the hands 


of their affiftants ; Banians became principals in the feveral departments ; the affairs 
of the Company flowed through a new and unnaturalechannel; and your mott 
fecret concerns were publicly known in the Bazar. Such trutts, repofed in thote Ba- 
nins, encouraged them to advance large fums of monev to their matters, which ferved 
no other purpoi than to fupport their extravagance, and render them dependent on 


‘their fervants, inttead of being obedient to the Governor and Council. It would be 


unneceflary to ft torth the confequences to a fertlement circumftanced as this is, of 
placing too much confidence in the affiftance of the natives. The frequent ancl 
imminent dangers which you have lately experienced are evident proofs, unless your 
more important affairs can be tranfacted by your own fervants, therc never will be 
wat difpatch and fecrecy upon emergencies, which are necetlarv to infure fucceis. 

For this reafon, we have refumed to the fenior fervants foene of thole employments 
which we think require the knowledge and fteadinefs of more advanced \ears ; and 
alio appointed a Commnittce to inveitigate the management and infpect the conduct 


of the feveral offices, civil and military, with expre{$ authority to eitablith fuch regu- 


lations as may appear the moit conducive to the public fervice. By thefe means, 
we hope to fee the principal branches of the Company’s bufinefs wholly tranfacted 
by your own fervants, without the aid of men, who ought, as much as poffible, to 
be excluded from all knowledge of your private concerns.. 

In the letter, which we had the honour to addrefs to you by the Admiral Stevens, 
we took notice, that too ftrict a regard to promoting feniority will ever prove injurious 
to the fervice, notwithftanding the rule is convenient and equitable, under certain 
exceptions and limitations. An inftance, in confirmation of our opinion, now occurs. 
Upon examining your lift of covenanted fervants, it now appears, that not more 
than four gentlemen above the ftation of Writers, and below the rank of Council, 
have refided in Calcutta for feveral months, we may fay years paft, to carry on the 
bufinefs of the Prefidencv ; the reft have gone to Subordinates; far the right of 
fucceeding as firt, fecend, or third in Council, to vacancies at the out-fetrle- 
ments, hath ever been conficered as veited in fenioritv, whilft the butinefs of the 
Prefidency was neglected, and nothing remained with the Governor and Council 
whereby to reward and encourage merit, without appearing to trefpals upon juttice. 

it will theretore be necetlary to recall fome of the fenior fervants below the rank 
of Council, to fill thoie offices which are at prefent held by their juniors, in order that 
your affairs may proceed in a more regular train, and the younger fervants be ren- 
dered more tractable and obedient, by confining them longer to a ftate of greater 
dependence. Indeed, we could with, that fome methods of taming the {pirit, withour 
ruining the fortunes of the more incorrigible, were thought of. Perhaps the moft 
effectual would be the depriving them of the advantages arifing from falt and 
Duftucks for two years longer, after the term of their Writers covenants is expiged. 
This, and confining them to the Prefideney, would operae powerfully ; but we chute, 
if poffible, to avoid proceeding to extremities. 

You are already advifed, that vour orders, refpecting the reduction of Batta allowed 
to the army, took place on the firft day of the prefent vear. This meafure hath pro- 
duced fome murmurings and complaints among the fubalterns, and even a memorial to 
the Council, from the officers of the firft brigade. Contcious, howtver, of the neceffity 
of reducing your military expences, we are determined to fee the orders ftrictly obeved. 
At the fame time, we mutt confefs, that until the charges incurred on account of 
fesvants, horfes, and the neceilary equipage of the field in this climate are diminithed, 
by fome public regulations, the allowance of a fubaltern will fearccly maintain him 
in the {tation of a gentleman, 

Not- 





A P? P © BW @ & = 27 


Notwithftanding our late expeétations, that the King had, in confequence of our 
remonftrances, broke off his negociations with the Maharattas, a id dropped his airy 
{cheme of proceeding to his capital, we find by Colonel, Smith's letters, that he 1s 
{till intriguing with thote free-booters, and ftipulating for their affiftance by the par 
of territories in the very heart of his empire. This we confider as a project o fuch, 
dangerous tendency to the tranquility of Sujah al Dowlah’s country, and even of 
thefe provinces, that we have difpatched the moft peremptory orders to Colonel 
Smith, to avoid giving his Majefty the leaft encouragement of affiftance from the 
Company, without which, we apprehend, he will {carce venture to procced ; and, 
likewife to throw every obftacle he can in the way of his propofed treaty with the 
Maharattas. 

The Prefident and General Carnac propofing to vifit the army, and «he .fevcral 
diftriéts of the Bengal agd Bahar provinces, with a vicw to enforce the regulations 
in the army and revenues made by this Committee, we have recommended to his 
Lordfhip tq form an alliance with the frontier powers, for the fecurity and protection. 
of Sujah al Dowlah’s dominions. The Jauts and Rohilla chiefs appear well difpofed 
tọ cultivate our friendfhip; and their own -fafety naturally leads them tq oppofe 
every encroachment of the Maharattas, whence we hope to maintain our engagements 
-with the Vizier, without incurring the rifk and expence of ftationing a brigade in his 
country. ) 

We have alfo recommended to his Lordfhip the expendiency_of eftablifhing a gold 
currency, in order to obviate the bad confequences of impoverifhing the country by 
the large annual exports of treafure to China. This expedient, you are already 
informed, we only confider as a palliative; but, as it will moft undoubtedly, for the 
prefent, increafe the current fpecie, and give encouragement to the importation of 
gold bullion, without producing a fingle inconvenience which we can forefee, we 

ave adopted it without fcruple, until fome more effectual remedy be devifed. For 
further reafons, and atfo the means propofed for carrying this meafure into execution, 
we beg leave to refer to our procedin 

The fame proceedings will alf point out the feveral objects of his Lordfhip’s 
progrefs up the country, in the courfe of which he will find many opportunities of 
afcertaining more accurately the revenues of the feveral Zemindaries and diftricts 
than can be done by orders from the Prefidency, and hikewife of urging payment of 
the large out-ftanding ballances to the public treafury. 

Perceiving that very confiderable frauds were daily committing on the revenues 
by means of forged Duftucks, we direéted a general Duttuck-feal to been graved for the 
ufe of the Prefidency and fubordinate fettlements, with an impreffion the moft 
difficult to be counterfeited, and fubjeét to fuch regulations as cannot well be eluded. 

The application of this feal is alfo confined to the Prefident and the Chiefs of out- 
fettlements. 

Sir Robert Barker, who was lately difpatehed from Patna to the Bettea country, 
in the Bahar province, to demolifh the forts, and reduce to obedience fome of the 
turbulent Zemindars, deeply in arrear to the revenues, hath fucceeded in the prin- 
cipal objeéts of his expedition, without encountering any confiderable refiftance. 
We beg leave to tranfinit the following extract of a letter from him, juft received 
by the Prefident, rather as an article of curious intelligence, than a fure profpect 
of advantage to the Company, dated from the camp of Rampore, March sth, 1766. 

« Bettea will, I think, be of confiderable confequence to the Company. Its 
« firs will afford mafts for all the fhips in India, which muft produce a new ang 
« confiderable trade with the other nations in India, as well as advantage to our 

2 own 
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“« own fhipping. Gold and cinnamon are alfo here (the latter we gather in the 
« Jungles}; timbers as large as any I have feen; mufk and elephants teeth; befides 
“« many other commodities I have not vet got the knowles of.” 

Should thefe advices meet with confirmation, vou may be affured we fhall endea- 
voir to pufh the difcovery to the utmoft advantage. In the mean time Lord Clive 
has directed Sir Robert to fend down fpecimens of every article he thinks may tend to 
the extention of your commerce, and the exports of the country. 

Before we clofe this letter, juftice to his peculiar merit requires we fhould recom- 
mend this officer to your particular regard and dinftinétion. His prudence, modera- 
tion, and military accomplifhments, as well as the general efteem of the army which 
he hath acquired, render him highly deferving of any favour you can beftow, and of 
the moft cdhfidential trufts in your fervice. 

It is with fatisfa€tion we alfo acquaint you, that Mahomed Reza Cawn continues 
to difcharge the duties of his appointment with great affiduity. Any diftinguifhing 
mark of your favour will probably be a fpur to his endzavours; but in oglering a 
aye for him, we would beg leave to recommend, that one of a fuperior value may 
bah a: to the Nabob, to prevent his regarding that ufeful minifter with an eye of 

oufy. 


We have the honour to remain, &c. 


CLIVE, JOHN CARNAC, HARRY VEREEST. 


No. IV. 
To the Honourable the Court of Directors, c. 


HONOURABLE Sirs, Fort William, Sept, 8, 1766. 


At the time our laft advices, dated the 24 March, were difpatched, the attention 
of this Committee was wholly direéted to the means of fecuring the benefits of your 
prefent immenfe poffeffions. The Company’s influence in the empire we confidered 
as fufficiently extended, provided the power of maintaining that influence could be 
confirmed. To conciliate the minds of the natives to our government, and diffufe 
the bleffings of a mild adminiftration, wherever our authority extended, as collectors 
of the revenues for the King, appeared to us the moft effectual method of accon> 
plifhing that defireable end. 

2. We had laid the foundation of this plan in the treaty concluded with Sujah al 
Dowlah, the conditions of which fo far exceeded his expectations, in peint of advan- 
tage to himfelf, that we are well affured the Company, in granting thote terms, have 
ficrificed a mere fhadow of power onla, to the fubitantial benefit of fecurity. The 
chearfulnefs with which he met the Right Honourable Prefident, at a late congrcis, 
held in the Bahar province, the ready compliance he fhe-ved in paying the re- 
mainder of the indemnification to the Company, flipulated by treaty, even before 
the time limited for pavment was expired ; and toe engagements which he has re- 
newed for our mutual defence and fecurity, afford the flrongeft teftimeny of the 
fincerity of his gratitude and friendfhip. 

3. It was in the profecution of our plan, of giving permanency to vour influence, 
that we obtained from the King a grant of the Dewannv; and with the fame view 
we entered into an agreement with the Nabob, the confequences of which are, that 
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the revenues of the three provinces being now entirely under our own direction, we 
a ionar depend for the fupport of our military eftablifhment, on the bounty of the 
ubah. 

4- But to impart real ft#bility to the fyftem we had gdopted, it became neceflary 
we fhould look ftrictly into the internal conduct of this government, and exert our 
utmoft endeavours to reftore to a fyftem of duty and integrity, a fetthment deepl 
immerfed in the moft profligate difipation-and avowed corruption. For this purpofe 
we entered upon the odious tafk of an enquiry into the conduct of divers mem 
of the Council, with the refult of which, and the oppofition we encountered, you 
are already acquainted. 

g. The feats vacated at the Board by this and other occurring circumftances, 
proved unexpectedly fortunate to our defign, as it opened to us a fair opportunity 
of making fome advances towards that felection of the members of ghe Council, 
which we before recommended to your attention, by introducing to the Board four 
gentlemen of unqueftionable merit and reputation, who having been tutored m- no- 
tions of répid fubordinatioh and œconomy, were the moft likely to co-operate in oar 
views, with all the weight of their example and authority. We would not remind 

ou of what the behaviour was, on that occafion, of the fervants of this eftablifhment, 
it being itfelf the ftrongeft evidence of the expediency of the meafure we purfued, and 
of the juit fentiments which we entertained of their principles, had not the violence of 
their conduct extended beyond what we then forefaw, or could even imagine. 

6. Whether any endeavours were exerted by the civil fervants to propagate their 
difcontent among the military officers, is what we cannot dire¢tly affirm; but from 
feveral of their intercepted letters it appears, they were much elated at fecing the 
army tainted with the malignity of their own infection. We had, agreeable to the 
advices already tranfmitted home, reduced the double Batta allowed to the military 
officers as early as the month of January, yet not a murmur or complaint tranfpired, 
further than was expreffed in a moderate reprefentation to the Board, from the cap- 
tains and fubalterns of each of the three brigades. All was calin and ference in camp, 
as if they refted fatisfied with the orders iffued by the Select Committe, until a proper 
{tate of their circumftances could be laid before the Court of Directors. 

7. In this deceitful tranquility, the fpace of four months elafped, when, durin 
the recefs of the Committee, and Lord Clive’s refidence at Murfhed-abad, the alarm-- 
ing advices arrived, that almoft all the officers of the army had combined, -under 
articles of the moft folemn agreement, to refign their commiffions by a certain day, 
unlefs their Batta was reftored, and the orders of the Company were abrogated. To 
_ fecure their meafures, without incurring the penalties of defertion, they fixed on a 
period when they had no pay in advance, and it was every moment expected our 
frontier would be invaded by a large body of Maharatta horfe; flattering themfelves 
that the neceffity for their fervices, at fo critical a juncture, muit infallibly reduce 
the Board to fubmiifion. 

8. It was immediately recommended by Lord Clive ta the Board, when he tranf- 
mitted the advices, rather to put all to the rifque, than fuffer the authority of Coun- 
cil to be infulted. The faving which arofe to the Company, from the reduétion of 
Batta, was now of trifling confideration, when compared with the danger of yielding 
to the menaces of fo unprecedented and mutinous an affociation. o preferve the 
authority of the Prefident and Council, and crufh an attempt that indicated the total 
fubverfion of govcrnment, became now the objcét; in which fentiments the whole 
Board, with one voice, concurred with his Lordfhip. He proceeded, accompanied 
by General Carnac, to Monghecr, where the firft brigade lay in cantonments, and 
happily arrived at the inftant when the whole body of Europeans was ripe for 4 re- 
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volt. Their officers, the lieutenant-colonel and two er three fubalrerns excepted, had 
to a man, withdrawn themfelves; and the foldiers, fired with the contagious {pirit of 
mutiny, were on the point of following the example o* thiir fuperiors, when his 
Lordfhip’s prefence and authority awaked them to a fenfe or their duty, and probably 
faved thefe provinces from all the horras of rapine, defolation, and military anarchy. 
The fame violence of c@nduct prevailed among the officers of the fecond and third 
briguie Rationed at Allahabad ani Patna; infomuch that Colonc! Smith, who was 
po on the confines of Korah, remote from all affiftance, and in the verv face of a 
formidable enemv, was totally dcferted by his officers in thote lines he had drawn to 
oppofe the irruption of the Maharattas. 

9. For the fu ther particulars of this extraordinary and very interefting event, we 

leave to refer you to the letter and Confultations of the public department, 
{ince the whole correfondence pafled through that channel, during the recefs of the 
“Committee. Here we touched on it with a view only to imjfrefs you with more livelv 
ideas of the prefeut Rate of this fettlement, and to ci: ince more {trongl) the neceffity 
of what we have bcfore repeatedly recommended ; a conftan attention ttf the good 
fenfe, honour, and fteadinefs of thofe gentlemen whom jou in future admit into 
Counc. 

10. We have a particular fatisfa@tion in obferving to you the fpirited zeal and 
unanimity with which the Board affifted, in every meafure propoied bv the Prefident, 
to break this dangerous combination. A juft fenfe of the indignity offered to their 
own authority, as well as of danger to the community, feemed to unite them heart 
and hand in punifhing, to the extreme extent of their powcr, an act of ditobedience, 
that includes in its effects the being and fate of your invaluable pofleffions in Bengal. 
But ftill it remains to determine how far the delinquents are fubjeét to the utmott 
rigour of the martial law, and whether fuch proefs can clearly be exhibited againft 
‘them, as, admitting the authority of the court, will render the prifoners liable to the 
punifhment of mutiny and defertion. 

r1. The prefent fituation of your affairs requiring fo numerous a military eftablifh- 
ment, at {fuch a diftance from the fountain of juftice, as not to admit of elucidatiop 
in difhcult cafes, before it is too late for decifion ; it becomes an object of the moft 
ferious attention, to bind down your officers and foldiers by the ftrongeft ties of duty, 
of allegiance, and of martial difcipline. Of late years it has been cuftomary to grant 
<ommiffions without exacting thofe covenants, whereby the party agrees to ferve for 
a certain period of time; yet, upon the fuppofition that fuch contraét actually exitts, 
the King and Parliament have gracioufly been pleafed to extend the benefits of the 
Mutiny Bill to the Honourable Eaf-India Compan:. To this negleé& it is owing, 
that any officer, or number of officers, has it in his option, without confulting the 
Governor and Council, to throw up your fervice in times of the moft imminent danger, 
without incurring the penalty of any law, civil or military ; tor by r4 fuling your pay, 
he is no lorger fubjeét to your authority. 

12. To guard therefore, in future, agdinft an eyent which mar poTbl\ terminate 
an a manner lefs fortunate to the Company, we beg leave earne! to recommend, 
that no commiffions may be hereafter beftowed, 0° oficcrs fant out, but under re- 
ftriction of the above covenants, a power of dif;enfing with the fame, by granting 
permifion to mfign, to be vefted folel} in the Governor and Council. ~ So many 
inftances have occurred both here and upon the Coaft, of an indep ndcnt and ineroach- 
ing fpirit in the military, that we imagine further arguments will be unneceflary, to 
convince you of the neceffity cbere is to fupport the civil authority with all the power 
that law admits, and neceffity urge,. 

13. Before 
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‘ 43. Before this mutiny broke out, Lord Clive had for fome time affiffed at the 
Poonah, held at Murfhed-abad, for ftating the revenues of Bengal for the prefent 
year, 1766. We have now the pleafure to inform you, shat the neat collections of 
the year arifing from Bengal only amount to one crore, fixty one lacks, feven hun- 
dred and eight rupees * (16,100,708) which is an increafe of cleven lacks, thirty 
one thoufand nine hundred and feventy-eight rupees + (1,131,978) on the collections 
of the preceding year, flowing chiefly from a reduction of charges, without levying 
any additional tax on the Zemindars- 

14. The featement of the revenues of Bahar is likewife juft come to ouf hands ; 
and we perceive with great fatisfa€tion that they amount this year to fixty-one lacks, 
eighty taoufand two hundred and feventy-fix rupees f (6,180,276), being anm- 
creafe of neat revenue of five lacks, fixty-two thoufand two hundred and fixty-one 
rupees § (562,261). Th increafe we, in a great meafure, owe to the diligence and 
abilities of Mahomed Reza Cawn, who is now employed on the fpot in regulating, 
the collečtiens of that province; whence we hope the revenues will be reduced to- 
more order, and raifed to a greater amount than have for fome years been known, om 
account of the fcandalous embezzlement of the public money, and mifconduct of the 
collectors. 

#5. It is by means of a@conomy and frugality only, that we with to fee your reve- 
nues increafed ; fince they are always fufficiently great to anfwer every sigs of the 
Company ; for without the greateft care be taken to prevent Zemindars from carry- 
ing. on long balances, and defrauding the government under various pretences, your 
colleGtions would foon dwindle to a fum infufficient to defray their own charges ; 
the authority of the adminiftration would be defpifed, and the feveral Rajahs and 
Zemindars would affume to themfelves an independent power, after they had flieeced 
the people, and fattened upon the fpoils of the public. 

16. Duriag Lord Clive’s refidence in the Bahar province, a congrefs was held at 
€huprah, at which his lordfhip, General Carnac, Sujah at Dowiah, and the King’s 
minifter, affifted. Here was laid the foundation of a treaty between the Company, 
the Vizier, and the Jaut and Rohilla chiefs, for their mutual defence and fecurity 
apainft all attempts of the Maharattas to invade their feveral dominions. But his 
Lordfhip and General Carnac, from confideration of the little advantage the Com- 
pany would deduce from fuch diftant allies in cafe of an invafien, chofe to leave this 
matter unfinifhed, and to entruft Sujah ak Dowlah with the management of fuch 
treaties as he might think convenient for his own and the Company’s welfare ; but 
he is not to conclude any thing, nor enter into any abfolute agreement, without 
having previoufly acquainted the Prefident with every propofal, and obtained his 
approbation. 

17. At Chuprah likewife attended deputies from the Maharatta chiefs, from whom, 
and alfo from the letters they brought, it evidently appears, the Maharatta forces are 
affembled at the King’s requifition, and uporf the pofttive affurances he gave that an 
Englifh army would join them to efcort him to his capital. His Majefty has indeed 
laboured hard by every artifice of perfuafion, intrigue, and negotiation, to fucceed in 
his favourite fcheme, which we are convinced would terminate in accomplifhing his 
own ruin, and deftroying the peace of the whole empire. In a word, his conduct 
has been fuch, that We are at a lofs whether more to condemn his policy, defpife his 
underftanding, or abhor his principles. 

18. With a view to watch the motion of the Maharattas upon our own frontier, 
Lord Clive has directed Colonel Smith’s brigade to ganton at Doudnagur, or Safle, 
ram, where the Colonel will be advantageoufly pofted to oppofe any hoftile intentions, 

and 
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fp sential S Par peerinen, This brigade is recalled in con Of Sujah al 
Dowlah’s having fully difcharged all the engagements ipto which he entered by the 
treaty ; and for this reafon dikewife we fhall immediately recall the refident at Benåres, 
and every other European refiding in the Vizier’s dominions, that no difputes may 
urife fiom private cominerce, to difturb the amity now fubfifting. 

19. We have frequently mentioned to you the inconvenience of exporting money 
ami bullion from this country for the fupply of your China inveftment; yet we would 
Gvt take upon ourfelves to with-hold this affiftance, until we received your infiructions, 
Accordingly the Council have iffued orders to the mint mafter to purchefe all the bul- 
Sion that may be imported this feafon, for the ufe of the China market; to which we 
‘propofe remitting to the amount of twenty-four lacks *. 

20. Toobviate the immediate bad effects to the commerce and revenues of this 
country of fuch an annual drain of treafure, Lord Clive carried into execution, dur- 
ing his ftay at Murfhed-abad, the regulations of the Seleét Committee relative to a 
eo, ie which we hope foon fully to eftablifh, notwithftanding the prejudices of 
people againft every innovation. Having already prefented you with a general 
‘wiew of the above regulations, we muft now requeft your excufe for not tranfmitting 
whe particulars by this conveyance, as our fecretary has not been able to get up the 
a ings, on account of the death and ficknefs of feveral of the affiftants in his 

ce. 


ar- Already we have gone through the enquiry you direct into the feveral fums 

the Nabob Meer Jaffier, for the pu es of reftitution to the merchants, 

and donations to the army and navy. All the principal agents for thofe difburfements 

‘have been feparately examined upon oath before the Committee, and their depofitions 
maken viva voce, and recorded on the face of our Proceedings. 

22. Sorry we are to obferve, that from thofe depofitions it will appear how little the 
Wabob was himfelf inclined to impoverifh his treafury by free ay and voluntary 
onations. The ent to the fquadron in icular feems to have been obtained 
by very unjuftifiable acts and aires, which we conceive will reflect very little ho- 
nour upon a fervant of his Majefty’s acting in fo high a ftation. But we would 
chufe to avoid making further remarks, fince the next difpatches will afford you an 
opportunity of forming your own judgment of tranfaCtions fo deeply interefting to 
the national character. It appears, however, upon the moft pofitive teftimony, that 
the donation to the army was a free and unfolicited prefent from the Nabob, be- 
ftowed on Major Adams and the army, as a pledge of their faithful fervices at the moft 
critical juncture; and a ranfom of the money and effects in {fuch cities and towns as 
might fall into their hands, and be fubject to the violence of the foldiers. It is not 
therefore furprifing that this donation fhould have been voluntary, while the fum 
granted for refticution to the merchants, and a prefent to the navy, flowed with fo ill 
a grace from his excellency, who could not poffibly expe&t any equivalent fervices. 

23. When we have difpatched the Lord Camden we fhall proceed to enforce fuch 
of your orders as we have not already anticipated ; and you may reft affured that 
meither prejudice nor favour to individuals fhall warp us from that duty which we owe 
‘co you, our conftituents, and to our own honour. 

24. We are forry to acquaint you, that on the 8th day of May, his excellency the 
Nabob Nudjum al Dowlah breathed his laft, after a fhort illrffs, incurred by fome 
intemperance in eating, and increafed by a grofs habit, and unfound conftitution. 
As he was 2 prince of mean capacity, bred up in total ignorance of public affairs, 
ghis event, which formerly might have produced important confequences in the pro- 
vinces, can at prefent have no other effect than that of exhibiting to the eyes of the 
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people a mere change of pérfons in the Nizamut. Nudjum ai eDowtah dying 
w thout ifue, his brother Syef al Dowlah fucceeded to his dignities ; and promifes, 
trom the mildnefs and pNancy of his difpofition, to anf{wer all the purpofes of a Na- 
bob to the people and to the Company. At prefent he is a youth not exceeding the 
age of fixteen, which more immediately and naturally brings the adminiftration into 
the hands of perfons in whom we can repofe confidence. 

25. Before thfs time you have probably determined the fate of the inland trade 
in falt, beetle-nut, and tobacco; whether it may be continued under the regulations we 
have c{tabjifhed, or is totally to be relinquifhed by jour fervants. We fhall there- 
fore only obferve on this occafion, that certain amendments are now propofed by the 
Prefident, and adopted by the Scleét Committee, which we think will remove every 
inconvenience obferved in the prefent eftablifhment of that tradc, and efecure to the 
Company the power of.grewarding or punifhing their fervants, according to the de- 
gree of their merit or mifconduct. 

26-e We are further toinform you, that the Committee nominated by us to infpéc& 
int» the conduct of the feveral departments at the Prefidency, have entered upon the 
duty of their appointment. ‘They have in confequence framed divers regulations, 
which we think well calculated to promote your intereft, as they are conducive to the 
order and difpatch of bufinefs; for which reafon we propofe carrying them into ex- 
<cution with all convenient expedition. 

27. From obferving the great increafe in the expences of living in Calcutta, the 
Committee of Infpection have pufhed their regulations to a reformation of the police 
of the fettlement. From the general inattention of late years to this object, the ar- 
ticles of diet, wages, houfe-rent, &c. have rifen fo exorbitantly, that your allowance 
to junior fervants is very inadequate to their neceflary and unavoidable expences ; 
and this we confider as the reafon why they have hitherto been indul with larger 
falaries than you rove, annexed to their feveral employments. In the prefent flou- 
tithing fituation of your affairs, we fhould apprehend their appointments ought to af- 
ford them a decent and fufficient maintenance, enough to preferve them againft every 
attempt to meannefs and difhenefty, but too little to fupport them in profufion and 
extravagance. 





Wee have the honour to be, &c 
CLIVE, J. CARNAC, H. VERELST. 


No. V. 


To the Honourable the Court of Dircéors, Se. 


FIoNoURABLE Sirs, Fort William, Dec. 9. 1766 


1. In the Lettes which we had the honour to addrefs to you by the Lord Camden, 
we defcribed every material occurrence that pafied at this Prefidency, from the de- 
parture of the Poenfborne, to the date of the above difpatch. We now tranfinit in the 
packet a duplicate of that I etter, and alfo the proceedings of the Seleét Committee, 
to which we beg leave to refer for a more particulat detail of facts. 


E The 
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Auguft rg, _ 2: The depofitions recorded on the face of our proceedings, refpecting 
26,27, 29, Yreftitution tothe merchants, and donations to the ¿rmy and navy, are them- 
& 30. felves fo explicit ang clear, as to render any further lights to guide your 
judgment almoft unneceffary. The means exercifed to obtain thofe large difburfements 
from the Nabob’s rreafury are fully declared upon oath, by the principal agents on 
either fide. A Committee exprefsly appointed for examining the feveral claims of the 
fufferers, hath already pafled their accounts ; we fhould therefore apprehend, that the 
queftion now to be determined is not, whether the lofles of individuals have been fairly 
ftated, but whether the Nabob, Meer Jaffier, could juftly be made accauntable for 
loffes confequent on a war, of which he was not the author ; and alfo whether you 
st to be confidered ùs bound in honour to difcharge fuch debts of his excellency, 
as he could never be willingly brought to acknowledge. 

Thefe are points which we fubmit to your confideration, while we content ourfelves 
wjth obferving, that whatever opinion we may entertain of the decrees of the Gom- 
mittee of Reftitution, it would, at this diftance of time, be impoffible to ęgter upon 
a fatisfactory review of their proceedings, after fo many of the parties chiefly con- 
cerned, are either gone home or dead. 

Such a fcrutiny would, in the prefent circumftances, be attended with many diffi- 
culties ; it would be productive of injuftice, and bear hard upon the fortunes of fuch 
individuals as had adjufted their claims with a fcrupulous nicety, to the amount of 
their loffes. At all events, it would furnifh a topic for clamour, and a handle for 
mifconitruction, to have thofe accounts now difputed, which were pafled by your 
Governor and Council, acting here as your reprefentatives, after three-fourths of the 
whole had been actually difcharged. 

g. With refpect to his excellency’s grant of a donation to Mr. Tinker, and the 
{quadron under his command, it refts entirely with you to determine, from the evi- 
dences fet forth, whether the fervices performed by his Majefty’s fhips of war in 
Bengal, merit a reward fo difproportionate to the thén exhaufted condition of the 
Nabob’s treafury. A court of equity will afcertain the diftinétions to be made be- 
twit a free gift flowing from a fenfe of obligations received, and a grant obtained by 
the unwarrantable methods defcribed in the depofitions of the witneffes examined on 
ths occafion, 

4. As foon as we had clofed the enquiry into reftirution and donations, the Com- 
mittee took into confideration the feveral other orders iffued by your Honourable 
Board, during the courfe of the laft feafon. Your remarks on the inland trade were 
fo peculiarly ftriking, and fo perfectly agreeable to our own fentiments, refpecting 
that perpetual fource of opprefhon and complaint, that we determined immediately to 
apply the moft efficacious remedies to a difeafe which muft in time have fubverted 
the conftitution, and endangered the being of the Eaft India Company. By the 
Admiral Stevens you were informed of the plan we had concerted for carrving on the 
trade in falt, tobacco, and beetle-nut, for the benefit of the Company and their fervants, 
without injury to the Nabob, and without moleftation or oppreffion of the natives, 
It was the beft and moft equitable f {tem we could then devife, yet experience hath 
fhewn the neceffity of laying the trade under furtl er reftrictions, the reafons for which, 
together with the particular mode of conducting this va'uable braich of commerce in 
future, are fully explained in Lord Clive’s minute ~, entered on our Proceedings. In thofe 
emendations of the plan on which the fociety of trale was founded, all due regard 
has been paid to the fovereign prerogative of the Company, acting as collectors for 
the King, and more efpecially to the ferupulous diftribution of natural right to the 
native inhabitants; whence we flatter ourfelves, that the inlard trade will hence- 
forward prove to you a commodious fund for rewarding the different degrees of mer't 
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amongft your fervants, and a fruitful fource of encouragement to the Thduftry of the 
country people, who are, now, without diftinction, admitted to a participation of rts 
benefits, upon the moft reafonable and moderate terms. . l 

5. To the regulations formed for conducting the bufinefs of the fociety of trade, 


we have added a total prohibition of another fpecies of inland trafhck, in a variety of 


articles, ufually tranfported from one diftriét of the interior country to another, whereby 
an extenfive field was open for the abufe of power, and the moit notorious acts ot 
fraud and injuftice. All Europeans in vour fervice, or under your protection, are now. 
indifcriminately confined to trade in certain ftated articles of import and export ; 
the returns are to be made from the places where the goods were fold, directly to the 
Prefidency, or the fubordinate faétory from whence they were difpatched ; and no 
circular traffick, by way of barter, or otherwife, is in future to be allowed trom one 
Aurung to another, on jsain of confifcation of the goods, and lofs of your fervice and 
prorection. i : «v 
6. Lhg complaints which we received of repeated loffes fuftained in the revenue, 

and of violence offered to the country people by the Gomaftahs, or black agents, em- 
ployed by vour fervants, and fkreened from juftice by their influence, afforded us an 
opportunity of impofing further reftrictions upon the inland trade, by obliging thofe 
Gomaftahs to regifter their licences at the head court*of the diftrict where they rc- 
fide; a monthly return of which is to be made tothe Minifters aud the Prcfident 
at the Durbar, and to be compared by them with the lift of licences fent from hence 
by the cuftom-mafter. This, with other limitations fpecified in our proceedings, 
will, we doubt not, conduce greatly to the peace and good order of the country. 

© q., We have alfo recalled from the Aurungs, all your fervants who were fent to 
fuperintend the inveftments in cloth, being well affured that thefe branches ë 

of the Company’s bufinefs, may as conveniently be carried on without their °°?" 1°- 
affiftance ; and thatthe refidence of young gentlemen at places remote from the irn- 
fpection of their fuperiors, hath furnifhed the means of afluming to themfelves an au- 
thority prejudicial to the people, detrimental to the revenue, and productive of dif- 
putes with the other Europeans Companies, with whom it is our inclination to Hve in 
the moft amicable manner. 

8. Further to enforce the fpirit of your inftructions contained in para- Sept. r9. 

graphs 10,11 and 12, of your feparate letter, under date the 24th Decem- 

ber 1765, we deliberated on the propereft meafures for reftraining that pernicious in- 
fluence which enables a commercial Governor of this fertlement in a manner to engrofs 
in his own hands the whole trade of this country. The Prefident’s minute, entered 
in our proceedings the 19 September, very clearly and forcibly expreffes the 
many falutary cffects that muft arife to the Company and the public, from placing 
the Governor in fo affluent and refpectable a fituation, that his attention fhall no ton- 
ger be diftracted with the perplexing care of an extenfive trade, nor diverted from 
the duty of his ftation by too clofe an applecation to wavs and means of promoting 
his own private intereft. He is now to renounce all concerns in everv branch of 
commerce, by a folemn oath and penal bond for 150,co01]. executed in the preience 
of the Mavor’s Court, the Company’s fervants, and the other inhabitants of the Pre- 
fidency. He is reftricted trom every pofible method of accumulating wealth, and 
even from the lending out money at more than the common rate of jntereft, or 
otherwife enlarging his fortune, except by the regular and ftated appointments of his 
office. We have not only bound him down by the ftronecit ties of law, honour, 
and conicience, but we have endeavoured to remove every temptation to exceed the 
limits prefcribed, by rendering the emoluments Of his appointment fuitable to the 
rank he holos in tie fettlemenr, the dignity he muft neceflari!y maintain in-the cVcs 
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of the natives, and the profpeéct of independence which he ought to enjoy at the clofe- 
ofa long courfe of faithful fervices.. 

For thefe purpofes we have affigned to.your Governor a cormmniffion of tẹ perCentum,,. 
upon all the revenues, of which’the Company are collectors for fhe King; the confulage 
en coral, the duties on coinage, and fuch other emoluments and perquifites as the 
Court of Directors ufually have annexed to his ftation and office. 

As the Prefident’s own words are moft expreffive of the meaning: of the Comnfittee,. 
we beg leave to quote the following paragraph of his Lordfhip’s Eenum in which he- 
enumerates the happy confequences that muft refult from divefting the Prefident of 
all other cares than thofe of his ftation. s 

« Although by thefe means a governor will not be able to amafs a million,. or half 
« a million,. jn the fpace of two or three years, yet he will acquire a very handfome- 
« independency, and be in that very fituation which a man of nice honour and truce 
« zeal for the fervice would with to poffefs. Thus ficuated, he may defy all oppofition 
« în Council ; he will have nothing to afk, nothing to propofg, but what he means for 
& the advantage of his employers ;. he may defy the law, becaufe there can b@ho foun— 
<<. dation for a bill of difcovery ; and he may defy the obloquy of the world, becaufe 
<<. there can be nothing cenfurable in his conduct. In fhort, if ftability can be infured ta. 
« fuch a government as this, where riches have been acquired in abundance in a 
<<. fhort fpace of time, by all ways and means, and’ by men with of. without capa-- 
« cities, it muft be effected by a Governor thus reftricted.” 

We are to obferve, that our Prefident, Lord Clive, has himfclf fet the firft: 
example of that moderation which he requires in future governors of this fettlement, 
his Lordfhip having, on the rft day of October, taken the reftrictive oath, and 
executed the penalty-bond, in the manner prefcribed. | 

9. As we have never prefumed to deviate from your exprefs orders, excepting when: 
circumftances- were fo altered as would render our obedience criminal, .we entered 
with great reluctance upon the execution of your inftructions contained’ in the general 
letter of the 24th December, 1765, and rgth February, 1766. 

Mr. Hugh Watts was, purfuant to thefe orders, called upon to refund the amount of © 
commiffion he had drawn,. at the rate of 2 + per Centum, upon the revenues of Mid- 
napore ;, but as this commiffion had firft been eftablifhed by. a Committee of Lands,. 
and. was afterwards confirmed by your Prefident and Council, we accepted iñ leu 
cf money,. of his bond,. made payable in cafe you fhould think proper to repeat: your. 
injunétions after we had reprefented the circumftances of the affair. 

10. In the fame manner we called upon Meflrs. Marriott, Lawrell, Goodwin, and 
Graham, to refund the whole amount of the monthly allowance received from the: 
Rajah during their. refidence in Burdwan ; yet, in favour of thefe gentlemen, it muft be’ 
obferved, that the above aliowance was conftantly inferted in the monthly cafh account 
tranfmitted to the Prefidency, whence it became an abfolute act. of the Board, for- 
which your fervants are no longer refponfibJe.. 

We likewife imagine that the commiffion drawn upon the revenues of Midnapore, . 
as well as the allowance granted by the Burdwan Rajah, muft have been known by 
the general books for more than twelve months betore your orders for refunding were 
iffued. Thefe emoluments were therefore, if not abfolutely confirmed, yet. tacitly 
allowed by the Court of Directors themfelves. The filence of your Honourable: 
Board, and of the Governor and Council, upon a point fo immeciately ftriking, may 
very naturally be conftrucd into a fuffictent fanction for their conduct ; and the alter- 
native, cither to refund fums of money actually expended in fupporting the unavoid- 
able charges of their ftat:ons, or ofelofing the benefit of your fervice, mutt therefore be 


regarded as a very particular hardfhip upon thefe gentlemen. 5 
‘Or 
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For thefe reafons we alfo accepted bonds for reftirution of the Rajah’s allowance, im 
she fame terms as that from Mr. Watts; and it is our requeft, that you wMll pleafe tq 
revoke thefe orders, which muft prove fo injurious to he fortunes of sour junior. 

ants, acting under the inimediate orders and infpection ef the Board, 

The bonds are as follows : 
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23. Mr. Marriott, intending to re the fervice, has intimated, in repl 
to our demands, that he is aly to ae i every legal claim upon his fort ane pets 1700: 
in the courts of juftice in Efigtand. 

12. Your orders for refunding the — received by the gen lemen wha com- 

fed the Counci! and Depuration, at the acceffion of the Nab b N jumal Dowlah,, 
were duly conveyed to Mefits. Playdell and Middle on, tle onl remaining mombers 
ef the Board who acted upon that occafion.. The former has applied to the Board 
for permiffion to refign the fervice, and the latter has acqua nted t e Prefident of 
his intention to return this feafon to England ; f that enforcing your inftruchons any 
further appears unneceflary~ 

14. In confequence of your feveral remarks on the management, revenues, and 
accounts of Burdwan province, in the General leter, the 24th December, we 
directed Mr. Verelft, the Supervifor, to draw out an exact ftatement of the revenues, 
and an explicit anfwer to the difficulties you have pointed out in the former ftatements- 
tranfmitted to England. That gentleman has accordingly, with great pains and 
attention drawn out a very full account of the receipts anc difburfements of the pro- 
vince for the laft year. * He hath likewife deduced, from the beft authorities he could 

rocure, a minuté detail, in the fame form, of all receipts and difburfements of money,y, 
om the period when that province was firt affigned over tothe Compa- 4. 
my ; and th fe accounts he has accompanied with a letter addrefied to the see 
Select Committee, which, we hope, will oo every i confiftency, account for 
every deficiency, and folve every material difficulty reprefented by your Honourable 
Board. 

I5. From the Refident at Midnapore’s tetter to the Su ifor, and the i 
accompanying accounts, you will perceive the great increafe of the revenues ee 
ef tha province fince Mr. Verelft’s appointment ; ou will alfo obferve from the refo- 
lution of the Committee when Mr. Graham’s letter was under confideration, the method 
sn whi h we propofe conduéting the bufinefs of that province and Jellafore in future, 
in order the Company may receive the full value of the lands, without oppreffing, 
the Zemindars or diftreffing the landholders, whofe eafe and happinefs muft ever be 
infe, arable from the true intereft of their mafters. 

16. The King’s revenu s, of which we are now the collectors, we have reafon 
to believe, will fall very little fhort of the fums fpecified in our letter b the Lor 
Camden. In the lift of packet we tranfmit general ffatements, for the pr-fent vear, 
df the reve ues of Beng | and Baha , the large increafe upon which mift in great 
meafur be afc ibed fo Mr. S kes s afftduity, and to Mahomed Reza Cav n’s profound 
knowledge in : e financ s. Without this diligence and fkill in the executive officers, 
all the arten io3 of tbe Committee to fupport the infiuence of government, to- 
e force obedience of the Zemindars, and to prevent frauds, embezzlements, and de~ 
predations committed on the retenue, would fail to produce tue required effect. 

uz. The 
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17. The large inveftments, which we are now enabled to fend home, by means 
bf the fupplics we remit to China, and the cargoes from hence, render the reyerues 
of this cou try an object of the utmoft importance, not ®ply to the Company, but to 
the Britifh nation. As tĦefe are the only means we can at prefent devife, whereby 
you can enjoy the full fruits of his Majefty’s royal grant of the Dewanny, we fhall 
continue to exert our utmoft endeavours to extend the inveftment every year; and 
we propofe continuing to fupply the China market with money, until your prohibition 
to the contrary fhall arrive, or advice from the Supercargoes, that they have a fuperfluity 
in their hands. Inconveniencies will undoubtedly attend this annuaLexportation of 
treafure; but when we reflect on the great addition already made to the current 
ipecie of the country by the gold coinage, and likewife that even fhould your fales 
fall, yet will every increafe of your inveftment prove fo much actual money remitted 
to your coffers, we are inclined to think this the moft digible fyftem that can be 

urfued at prefent. We. are further to confider, that while foreign nations are pro- 
viding their inveftments with money borrowed at a kigh premium, you are only 
fending home in goods the furplus of an immenfe revenue, which may truly be 
regarded as fo much clear gain to the Company and to the nation. 

18. But this great and national objeét is not to be fecured and perpetuated without 
your unremitting attention to our military eftablifhment, and maintaining a force 

roportioned to the rifk incurred by the extenfion of your influence and poffcfions. 
Fhe difmifion of the Nabob’s ufelefs military rabble, and of thofe troops kept up by the 
Rajahs and the Fo z lars, in their feveral diftri¢ts, for the purpofe of enforcing the 
collections, hath obliged us to raife eight battalions of independent Sepoys; fo that 
notwithftanding the great number of recruits fent out this year from England, not- 
withftanding the liberal fupply of troops granted by your Prefidency at Fort Sr. 
George, fo general was the mortality on board the tranfports, fo great the lofs from 
the Falmouth’s misfortune, and fo fatal the effects of the late unhealthy feafon, that 
we cannot avoid being alarmed at the extraordinary difproportion of numbers between 
your European and black infantry. The very fignal inftance of fidelity and attach- 
ment exhibited by the fepoys, during the late mutiny of the officers, might indeed 
be fufficient to quiet our apprehenfions, and remove all fufpicion of their condud&t, if 
experience the preceding year, of their dangerous infolence and turbulent fpirit had 
not evinced the neceffity of keeping the black troops in awe and fubjettion. 

rg. We therefore moft earneftly requeft that you will try, by every poffible means, 
to complete the [F‘uropean infantry to the number peana in our addrefs by the 
Admiral Stevens ; and that effe€tual meafures may be taken to prevent crouded 
fhips, to difpatch your recruits at an early feafon, and to guard againft the infamous 
practices of owners, hufbands, and officers of fhips, whereby the lives of hundreds 
of men are facrificed, whofe fervices would be valuable to the nation, and altogether 
invaluable to the Company. 

20. In the letters from the public dgpartment, your Council have frequently ex- 
preffed their wifhcs that you would comply with the military ftore-keeper’s indents 
for hats 2nd fhoes. We now make it the requeit of this Committee, that the 
brigades may in future be fully fupplied with articles fo effential to a foldier’s 
cloathing, and which are not to be procured here in a fufhcient quantity at any 

rice. 
2r. At the fame time we beg leave, once more, to repeat the neceffity of vour pur- 
fuing the moft vigorous fteps to prevent the exportation of fire-arms and ammunition 
to any part of India. It is nor fufficient that we guard againtft this illicit, and perhaps 
fatal trade, at your Prefidencics ef Fort St. George, and Fort William, unlets the 
fame care be taken at Bombay, Bencoolen, and your factories on the Malabar i > 
inec 
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fince the arms imported at thofe places are foon conveyed by country veffels, and 
other means, to the moft remote parts of Hindoftan. l l 

22. The accompanying duplicate of our letter by the Lord Camden, will advife 
you of the profpeét we then enjoyed of uninterrupted epeacc and tranquility ın 
oe Nor is this profpeét more vifionary or remote at prefent, notwithftanding 
the King has plied every engine of ftate artifice and deceit to difturb the repote of 
the empire, by armimg for the purpofes of his wild ambition, a power who, in a 
fhort time, would fhake the foundation of his throne, and deprive him of that inde- 
pendent and comfortable revenue which he now poffeffes for the fupport of his dig- 
nity. Difappdinted in the King’s promifes of affiftance from us, the Maharattas have 
ever fince remained feemingly irrefolute hoy they fhall act, at fome diftance from the 
frontiers of the Korah province, which was ceded to his Majefty laft year by treaty. 
They have not yet attempted to moleft the King, our ally Sujah al Dowlah, or us; 
yet for the greater fecurity we have directed the fecond and third brigades to march 
towards the Caramnaffa, to fupport Sujah al Dowlah, if he fhould require our aí- 
fiftance, and™to confirm that terror of our arms with which the Maharattas feem al- 
ready to be ftrongly imprefled. This motion we expect will produce the full effect, 
without ftriking a blow. 

23. We learn with great fatisfaction by the lateít advices from the coaft, that all 
differences with Nizam Allee are likely to be removed. Should this defireable event 
take place, we hope to concert a plan of operations with the Prefidencies of Ma- 
drafs and Bombay, which will effectually prevent our being molefted in future by 
the Maharattas, by obliging them to confine their whole attentron to the preferva- 
tion of what they now poffefs. At prefent they are the only power who can excite 
difturbances in Bengal; nor have we any thing further than a mere temporary inter- 
ruption to our colleétions to apprehend even from the Maharattas ; fince with our 
well-difciplined and nymerous army, we may bid defiance to the moft powerful coun- 
try army that can be brought in the field. l 

24. Having maturely confidered your orders, conveyed in paragraph 39 of your 
general letter by the Lord Camden, we entirely agree in opinion that the govern- 
ment hath undoubted right to oblige the inhabitants to contribute their proportion of 
expences neceffary to the fecurity of the fettlement. But as not only the propriety 
of fuch an affeflment, but even our power of levying taxes hath been queftioned, 
and this propofal already rejected in the confultation of the Board in the year 1762, 
we chufe to avoid renewing it at a junéture when the affluence of the Company 
renders it lefs necefflarv, and when fuch an exertion of authority might poffibly revive 
ditcontent, and re-kindle thofe fparks of fedition, which have been too recently fup- 
preffed to admit of a certainty that they are thoroughly extinguifhed. However, left it 
fhould hereafter be thought expedient to affefs the inhabitants for the purpofe men- 
tioned, or for any other meafure of government, we could wifh to recommend 
that you would pleafe to confult the learned in the law, how far the authority of your 
Governor and Council, acting here as your reprefentatives, extends over the property 
of the inhabitants living under their protection. 

25. You will obferve from our proceedings, that Mr. Rumbold’s ap- sep. 10, 15, 
pointment to a feat at the Board, with the itanding he held at your Pre- and ig. 
fidency of Fort St. George, was confidered by Mefirs. Aldericy, Kelfall, and Flo- 
yer, as an injury to themfelves, and a fupercefhon, which their conduct at the 
Board no way juttified. At the fame time we confefs the merit of thefe genticmen, 
we muft obferve, that the injury would have been ftill greater to Mr. Rumbold, 
had he been denied that rank in Council, to which he was intitled by faithful fer- 


vices. Our objection was not to him, but to a felection from this eftabliihment, 
which 
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which we conceived would ferve only to aggravate the general diftontent ; and 
we therefure gave him affurances at the time, that his fuperceffion would be tem- 
rary. 

With the Committee’s, declaration that fuch affurancés had been given, we are of 
opinion the Madrafs gentlemen might have remained fatisfied, until the fentiments 
of the Court of Direétors could be received; fince it is evident we were reduced by 
neceffity only to this meafure, without intention of injuring, or in any degree fuper- 
feding Mr. Rumbold, whofe fervices to the Company, both in a civil apd military 
capacity, defervedly entitle him to an exemption from every indignity. 

26. The public department will advife you of Mr. Sumner’s refignation, and of 
his having taken his paflage in this thip ; we fhall not proceed to fill up the vacancy 
his departure has occaftoned in the Committee, until his Lordfhip is able to attend 
the bufiness. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 


CLIVE, JOHN CARNAC, H. VERELST. 


No. VI. 
To the Honourable the Court of DireGors, Bc. 
HONOURABLE SIRS 


y. At the time we were honoured with your commands by the Mercury packet, 
Lord Clive’s fevere indifpofition obliged us to defer making, any eae reply ; 
we therefore contented ourfelves with general expreffions of anki r the approba- 
tion you are pleafed to beftow on our conduct, aad the confidence you repofe in the 
acal and attachment of the Selet Committee. 

2. Having fince his Lordfhip’s recovery more maturely confidered your letter, we 
csi, Rees to repeat our acknowledgments with the livelieft fenfe of duty and grati- 

3 and to affure you, that finding ourfelves more completely armed with the 
danćtion of your authority, we {hall proceed with boldnefs and vigour upon the fame 
principles that have hitherto guided our fteps, and produced thofe events which you 
do us the honour to confider as important and fortunate to the Company. 

3- When firt we embraced the political fyftem now eftablithed, gt was with diffi- 
dence ; when we entered upon the correction of abufes, and the punifhment of mif- 
conduct, it was with reluctance : but fenfible that the one and the other were effen- 
tially necefflary to the ftability of government, and even to your exiftence in this 
country, we purfued our meafures with that difinterefted zeal which we hoped would 
merit your applaufe; and we now receive in your approbation, the moft acceptable 
zeward of our labours. 

4. Itis with extreme fatisfaction we perceive, that you agree with us in se 
refpecting the expediency of the royal grant of the Dewanny. ‘The necefhry and 
utility of this grant become every day more evident. All caufe of contention with the 
government is now removed ; fecurity to the property, freedom to the trade, and 
protection to the perfons of the native inhabitants are infured. Funds for the pro- 
vifion of your inveftments, for the maintenance of your troops, and for the necefhties 
eof war, are eftablifhed. Influence to command refpect is acquired; and we may, In 
eur prefent circurmitances, be regarded as the fpring which, concealed under the a 

ow 
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Aow of the Nabob’s name, fecretly gives motion to this vat machine of government, 
without offering violence to the original conftitution. The increafe of our own, and 
diminution of his power, arc effected without encroachment on his prerogative. The 
Nabob holds in his hands, as he always did, the whole civil adminiftration, the diftri- 
bution of juftice, the difpofal of offices, and all thofe fovereign rights which confti- 
tute the effence of his dignity, and form the moft convenient barrier between us and 
the jealoufy of the Sther European fettiements. 

5. Asto the functions of this office of Dewanny, they have, fince we came into 
pofieffon, been exercifed as you direct by the refident at the Durbar who aéts as 
collector of the King’s revenue, under the infpection and controul of the Select Com- 
mittee. In conjunétion with Mahomed Reza Cawn, he fuperintends the whole collec- 
tions, receives the monthly payments from the Zemindars, difburfes the, ftated re- 
venues appropriated to the King and the Nabob, enquires into the caufes of defi- 
cienctes, redreffes injuries fuftained or committed by the officers of the revenue and 
tran{mitsethe accounts of his office, the invoices of treafure, and the monthly ac- 
count of the treafury, with every other occurrence of importance to the Prefident and 
Sele& Committee. 

6. The colleétions of the province of Bahar we have thought proper to place under 
the immediate direction of the Chief at Patna, who acts jointly with Shetabroy, and 
fubordinate to the refident at the Durbar, to whom he makes his confignments of 
treafure, and tranfmits monthly accounts of his office, which the refident forwards to 
us. Thediary you recommend would certainly conduce much to the regularity and 
method -of office; but as we are afraid of diftracting his attention, by prefenting too 
great a variety of different objects to his mind, we muft at prefent leave the par- 
ticular mode of carrying on bufinefs to the refident’s own difcretion. His corré- 
fpondence, however, with the natives, and copies of all letters he may fend or re- 
ceive in his public ftation, we fhall direct him to forward to us, with duplicates and 
triplicates to be tranfmitted in our general packet. 

+. For the greater precifion in the management of your affairs, we have confidered 
the whole bufinefs of the Dewanny as purely political; it is therefore kept feparate 
and apart from that of your former poffeffions, the direction of which wil, in future, 
be left to the Governor and Council, in the manner explained in the next para- 

aph. 
ma. To avoid confufion and delay in tranfacting the multiplicity of affairs, now 
dependent on this Prefidency, we have drawn a line, whereby their diftinét and PAS ar 
refpective provinces are marked out and affigned to the Council and Seleét Committee. 
To the former we have allotted the difburfement of money, ordering, preparing, 
and directing your inveftments, aan FC your Calcutta lands, and Pergunnahs, 
collecting your revenues of Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chittagong, together with 
the current bufinefs of the Prefidency, fubordinate Factories, and Aurungs, with 
whatever may any way relate to the trade ard sg a of India. Thefe were the 

roper objects of the attention of your Prefident and Council, before the Company’s 
influence and power became fo enlarged, before the armies they maintained, the al- 
hances they formed, and the revenues they poffeffed, procured them a confideration 
as a fovereign and politic, as well as a commercial body. 

9. To the Sele&t @ommittee is referved the power of making treaties, con- 
ducting negotiations, and contracting alliances ; of ordering and directing every “M *™ 
thing relative to the operations of war, the defence of the country, and to military af- 
fairs: of fettling the amount of the annual revenues, and collecting them in quality of 
Dewan forthe King: of iffuing ordersto the refident at the Durbar, and correfponding with 
the Country powers ; in a word, of carrying on iere bufinefs may affect the govern- 


ment, 
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ment, or the political and military*intereft, of our honourable employers, with this 
farther refervation of the powers delegated to the Commnittee, of interfering upon fuch 
occafions as they may judge neceflary to the good of the Company, and general wel- 
fare of the country. e i 

10. Such are the regulations under which we propofe to condu& the bufinefs of this 
Prefidency in future, and which we hope will meet with your approbation. In mark- 
ing the limits affigned to each department, we have obferved all poffible regard to 
ehe honour of the Board, and to the natural boundaries of what your poffeffions were, 
and what they now are; with this view efpecially, that if, upon any future emergency, 
or reverfe of fortune, we fhould be forced to relinguifh our late acquifitions, and re- 
turn to our former condition, we may do it with the leaft injury to your affairs. 

t1. In the liftof packet by the Cruttenden, we fent you a general eftimate of revenue 
for the prefent year, to be collected in the province of Benga and Bahar, in the manner 
faxed and adjufted at the laft Poonahs. For your farther fatisfaction, we now tran{mit an 
explicit account of the receipts and difburfements of the Dewanny Te from the 
above period; whence you will obferve, that the monthly payments have Been ftri@tly 
kept up, and that the annual collections are likely to anfwer our moft fanguine ex- 
Seco ig Should any deficiency arife upon the prefent ftatement, it muft proceed 

om the regulations we have made far the increafe of your own inveftment, which 
neceffarily reftrain many articles of private trade, that always paid duties to the go- 
vernment ; and alfo from the impoffbility of our enforcing the collections in the re- 
mote frontier provinces, where many independent Rajahs refide, with the fame degree 
ef authority exerted under the immediate eye of your refident at the Durbar. 

12. Senfible of the importance of thefe revenues to the Company, and convinced 
by experience that it requires the moft unremitting diligence to prevent the natives 
from eluding payment of the ftated collections, your Select Committee will ever be 
attentive to fupport, with all their influence, the authority of thg refident at the Dur- 
bar, and to fee their orders for reftraining the pernicious interpofition of your fervants ir 
the affairs of government rigoroufly enforced. As early as the month of November, 
1765, we ftrictly prohibited all your fervants, civil and military, from oe money 
to the Zemindars, without firft obtaining the confent and approbation of the Minifters. 

But obferving this order might be evaded, under various pretences, we have 
Poc: St now, agreeable to your directions, enjoined, on pain of immediate difmiffion from 
your fervice, that no perfon whatever, living under protection of the Company, fhall lend 
money at a higher rate of intereft than 12 per Cent. per annum, except on Refpondentia 
only. As the fuccefs of the Durbar refident’s endeavours to complete the annual 
colleGtions depends in a great meafure upon the punctual obfervance of this highly 
neceflary regulation, you may reft aflured, that nothing in our power fhall be wanting 
to exaét implicit obedience ; and that we fhall, without regard to perfons, punifh the 
offenders with the utmoft feverity. 

13. When firt we received from his Najefty the grant of the Dewanny, and entered 
upon the collection of the Royal revenue, we committed this important charge to 
the management of Mahomed Reza Cawn, under the immediate infpection of the 
refident at the Durbar. We could not conveniently, before we received your ap- 
probation of the fteps we had taken, affi_n ftated falaries to the minifters, and we 
were therefore obliged to connive at their receiving, for the maistenance and fupport 
of their dignity, certain emoluments and perquifites which have always, by the cuftom 
of the country, been annexed to their ftation and offices. 

34. Mahomed Reza Cawn has now of himfelf, with great delicacy of honour, re- 
prefented to us the evil confequences that muft enfue from the continuance of this 


practice; fince, by fuffering the principal officers of the government to depend, for 
the 
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the fupport of their dignity, on the precarious furd of perquifites, we in a manner 
oblige them to raé oppreffive and corrupt meafures, equally injufious to the 
country and to the Company. We are likewife of opinion, that it is more becoming 
the dignity of your government, more confiftent with your true intereft, and more 
conformable to the plan we have adopted of conciliating to us the minds of the na- 
tives, that a ftop fhould, in future, be put to the neceflity of thofe exactions, which, 
though cuftomary, muft neverthelefs be grievous to the people ; and we have there- 
fore, upon due confideration of the neceflary expences confequent on their rank, 
{tation, and offices, affigned twelve lacks of * rupees a year for the mainte- nec i 
nance and fupport of Mahommed Reza Cawn, Roy Dullub, and Shetabroy, i 
who hold in their hands the moft important employments of the government. 

15. In eftablifhing this fund for the maintenance of the principal officers of 
ftate, we have had a particular regard to the amount of their perquifites, which will 
henceforward be annexed to the revenues, to their elevated ftations, and to the expe- 
diency of fupporting them in all the fhew and parade requifite to keep up the autho-, 
rity and inffuence of their re{pective offices. As they are all men of weight and confi- 
deration in the country, who held places of great truft and profit under the former 
government, we farther propofed, by this act of gencrofity, to engage their cordial 
fervices, and confirm them fteady in our intereft, fince they cannot hope, from the 
moft fuccefsful ambition, to rife to greater advantages by any change or revolution 
of affairs. At the fame time it was reafonable we fhould not lofe fight of Mahomed 
Reza Cawn’s paft fervices; he has purfued the Company’s intereft with fteadinefs and 
diligence; his abilities qualify him to perform the moft important fervices. The un- 
avoidable charges of his particular fituation are great; in dignity he ftands fecond 
to the Nabob only; and as he engages to increafe the revenues, without injuftice or 
eppreffion, to more than the amount of his falary, and to relinquifh thofe advan- 
tages to the amount of eight lacks of + rupees per annum, which he heretofore enjoyed, 
we thought it proper, in the diftribution of falaries, to confider Mahomed Reza Cawan 
in a light fuperior to the other Minifters. This we have recommended to the Pre- 
fident, who will adjuft, with their approbation, the feveral proportions to be drawa 
from the above appointment. We have only to obferve farther upon this fubject, 
that great and enormous as the fum muft appear which we have allotted for the fupport 
of the minifters of the government, we will not hefitate to pronounce that it ts 
neceflary and reafonable, and will appear fo on confideration of the power which 
men employed on thofe important fervices have either to obftruét or promote the 
public good, unlefs their integrity be confirmed by the tes of gratitude and in- 
terett. 

16. Previous to the arrangement made of public bufinefs, whereby all your w 
former poffeffions are delivered over in charge to the Governor and Council, we ~°" * 
had under confideration the letting the Gelcutes lands to new tenants, upon frefh 
leafes. Such was the refolution of the Committee, on the 2d of December, 1765, 
to which purpofe, advertifements were then publifhed. A lift of farmers were fe- 
le&ted from the great number of candidates who offered themfelves, in framing which 
we had a particular regard to the character and fervices of thofe perfons admjeted 
to the benefit of lands. 

17. If you will pleafe to refer to the Prefident’s Minutes at the time we 

anted the former leafes, you will find that his Lordfhip then entertained 
ufpicions of fraud in the management of the Pergunnahs. In confequence, we had 
fet on foot an inquiry, the effects of which appeared, as we were on the point of 
clofing our agreement with the new farmers ; and this determined us to poftpone the- 

F a intended 
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intended grants until the r1th day of April next, that our refearches into this dark- 
affair might not be obftructed by the collufion and artifice of the new tenants. The- 
frefh leales will then be made out by the Prefidente and Council, we- doubt not 
with a very confiderable increafe of rent, arifing from an equal affeffment, accordin 
to the real value of the lands; for we would avoid every aét of. violence and ai 
fion, as well as of favour and partiality, to individuals. 

18. Immediately upon receipt of your orders for commencifig fuits againft your 
fervants who- had received prefents at the acceffion of the late Nabob, we ‘formally 
demanded, by a letter from our Secretary, full reftitution of Mefirs.. Playdell and 
Middleton, now in Bengal, and of the attorneys of thofe gentlemen who are returned 
to England. Mr. Playdell’s anfwer we have not yet received ; Mr. Middleton’s is annex- 
Bazi ed to our proceedings, and we beg leave to recommend it to your cenfideration, 

~ as We are well affured that gentleman was entirely ignprant of yourorders for fign~ 
ing covenants at the time he accepted the prefents. The reputation of ftriét honour and 
integrity which Mr. Middleton always maintained in. your fervice, obliges us to 
wifh that you would pleafe to diftinguifh him from thofe other: fervants ,;who have 
incurred your difpleafure, by dropping a profecution that muft be attended with: ruin 
to his fortune and famiy. For thefe reafons, and as he has agreed to give us fecurity 
that he will anfwer to you, or us, every legal demand upon- his fortune, we have 
thought proper to avoid filing the bill of difcovery, &c. which you-direét. 

19. Agreeable to your orders, and to the directions contained in the opinion of his 
Majefty’s Attorney and Sollicitor General, we are preparing: to file: bills againft the 
ether gentlemen, upon the refufal of their attorneys; to anfwer our demand without 
authority from their conftituents. Upon inquiry, we find that none of their effects 
are in poffeffion of the Company ; and we apprehend that fcruples -will arife in the 
Mayor’s Court as to the power of attaching fuch effects as may be depofited in the 
hands of their agents, or of the natives. We fhall, howevey, literally follow your 
inftructions as far as circumftances will admit, and we can aét confiftently withiyour 
fecurity, in a place where the profeffion of the law is exercifed by-men who feem 
to derive all their knowledge by. inheritance, or to poffefs it from intuition,- without 
previous ftudy or application. | | 

20. We come now to {peak to your inftructions relative to the inland trade, which 
you very juftly confider as.the foundation of all the bloodfhed, maffacres, and con- 
fufion, which have happened ‘of late years in Bengal. Your orders are pofitive, and 
iic ró therefore our obedience fhall be implicit. Accordingly you will obferve in our pro- 

` ceedings, thatthefociety for conducting this branch of traffick ftands abfolutely 
abolifhed on the firft day of September next. The contraćts for the prefent year being 
formed; and large advances made, it was impoffible, without ruin to individuals, and 
confufion to the public, to fix an carlier date for the execution of your orders. 

21. But although our duty obliges us to pay the ftricteft obedience to your pe- 
temptory orders for abolifhing a- trade to waich you exprefs fo {trong an averfion, 
the fame duty requires. we fhould freely: offer our fentiments upon a fubjeét in 
which we think your immediate intereft, the good of the fervice, and the public. 
welfare, are deeply concerned. The Honourable Court of Directors, and indeed 
the whole body of Proprietors, found it neceflary to reftrain by covenants thcir 
civil and milieary fervants from recciving thofe advantages to which they had for 
many years been accuftomed. It is likewife propofed, in order that you may enjoy. 
the real fruits of your late acquifitions, to make fuch an inecreafe of inveftment, par- 
ticlarly in filk, as will effectually deprive your fervants of the ufual benefit arifing 
érom private trade. Farther, that the revenues may not be injured in any degrec,. 
they are prohibited from lending money at a higher rate than 12 per Cent. per 
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amum; and a trade by fea, in the manufa¢tures of the country, beigg the only res- 
maining channel for the exertion of induftry, that likewife is choaked up by thofe 
fhoals of free merchants*annually imported, who being incumbered with no public 
bufinefs, nor confined to refidence in Bengal, can carry on a free trade with- every’ 
port in India, to much greater advantage than: your fervants. | 

22. Taking all thefe circumftances into confideration ; reflecting alfo‘ upon the - 
great increafe of “luxury of late years, in confequence of the fudden influx of- wealth,. 
and that it will not be practicable for a time to reduce the charges of living to the 
prefent means of fupporting thofe charges, we adopted,.in confequence of your per- 
miffion, the plan of a regulated and reftri€ted inland trade, as the beft method of 
rewarding faithful fervices, the fureft means to excite zeal, and the faireft mode of 
carrying on a beneficial trade, without relinquifhing all the advantages, we have hi» 
therto received, or fulbjeéting the natives to thofe encroachments on their. natural 
rights, of which they have with too much reafon complained.. 

23x Our letter by theeCamden, and proceedings by the Cruttendén, will“ explain. 
to you the regulations of the original plan of the fociety, which took place in the 
month of September laft. Under thefe regulations the trade can fcarce be con- 
fidered in the odious light of a monopoly, fince we are rather the agents for manu- 
facturing the falt, than the proprietors of. the trade. It is fold in Calcutta to the 
natives.only, and to the utter exchifion of aJl-Europeans, at an eafier rate thar `it 
ever could be procured when under the management of the government, before we 
were admitted to any participation. The natives tranfport it'to all the different parts 
of the country, under fuch limitations that it muft reach the hands of the: confumer 
at a {tated and moderate price. Hereby the people fenfibly feel the juftice and le- 
nity of your governmerit; and your fervants, who have attained the higheft ftationss 
after a courfe of many years fpent in this unfavourable climate, reap the reward: of 
their fervices, andeenjoy the means of fecuring that independence to which. they 
have fo equitable a claim. 

24. We are now directed totally to renounce all fhare and benefit . arifing:fronr 
this trade; it muft be.made over. to the natives. The government muft- of ‘courfe 
come into poffeffion; :nor can it be carried on otherwife than upon the ancient foot- 
ing of farming it out to the minifters, officers, favourites, and dependents on the 
government, who will rear immenfe fortunes upon the oppreffion: and ruin of the 
public, ig defpite of our utmoft influence and endeavours. 'Phefe are at prefent our 
fafpicions; time alone can verify our conjectures. You, no doubt, will maturely 
confider how far it is probable men will continue honeft againft all the feductions of. 
private intereft; and whether it may not-be neceffary to ftrengthen the ties of that 
duty expeéted from your fervants, by thè lighter bonds of gratitude for the afflu- - 
ence which they enjoy duririg the time of their fervitude, and the independency they . 
ought to fecure before the clofe of their labours. 

2 5: By the Admiral Stevens' we ear: eftly. recommended that the Select Committee 
might be continued. You are pleafed to approve our fentiments, which experience: 
has rather confirmed than altered. You have entrufted Lord Clive with the- powers» 
of abolifhing it entiyely, or of continuing it under fuch regulations as he fhall think. 
moft conducive to your fervice.. His Lordfhip, who joins with us in opinion that: 
this govcrament, upon its prefent eftablifhment, cannot. properly: be conducted ex- - 
cept by a Select Committee, compofed of your fervants, of the greateft zeal, inte- . 
gitv, and abilities, has delivered in, as the laft act of his adiminiftration, a propofal for 
continuing the Comunittee after his. departure, in-the manner expreffed in his letter, 
entered in our proceedings. The gentlemen-propofed to fill up the vacancies, are 
fgch as we could not but approve; and the plan laid down by his Lordthip, for the 
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“guidance and direction of the Committee, fo clearly chalks out the path which we 
ought to purfue, and the only path which can lead to your honour and interefta, 
that if we deviate from it, it muft proceed not from ignorance, but inclination ; 
and we become in all refpeét¥s accountable for the confequence of fuch deviation. 
26. It is with the deepeft concern we muft obferve to you, that, after due confi- 
dieration of the prefent itate of your fervice in Bengal, and of the unfitnefs of 
fome, and the youth of others, who ftand next in fucceffion to Council, we thought 
it effentially neceffary to ftop the courfe of promotion, and to pafs an 
act of this Board, that no vacancies which might happen ip Council, 
fhould be filled up, until your further pleafure could be known. The importance 
of this ftation being now greatly raifed, by the increafe of your revenues and influ- 
ence, it is of the lat confequence that the management of fuch weighty concerns 
fhould only pafs through the hands of men of the greateft experience and abilities 
you can felect. 
°27. The Prefident and Council, we are forty to remark,- have incurred your cen- 
Gire, for purchafmg the Admiral Stevens, at our recommendation. We confidered 
her advices were of too much importance to the Company to be retarded, on ac- 
acount of a trifling difference of expence. Your acquifitions, of which you had thea 
the firit notice, could only be fecured by an early reinforcement of troops. Te 
alter the deftination of your China fhip, would have proved injurious to your va- 
luable invefiment, as fhe carried a large fupply of treafure. The Kent we knew to 
be a bad failer; and the expedient we fell upon appeared to be the only refource. 
We are further to obferve, that in the furvey made of the Admiral Stevens we were de- 
ceived, as fhe afterwards proved to be in a worfe condition than was reported by the 
mafter-attenmdant and officers. 
28. The Perfian tranflator having for fome time paft been too much indifpofed to 
attend to bufinefs, we are under the neceffity to poftpone, till the difpatch of the latter 
Zope the complete fet of country correfpondence which we propofed tranímitting by 


We have the honour to be, &c. 
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Fort William, Jan. 24, 1767» 


CLIVE, H. VERELST, J. CARNAC, F.SYKES. 
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We have juft received from the Council at Cantan, a narrative of the lofs 
of the Earl Temple, in the China feas. This account was taken from the declaration 
of three of the crew, who arrived at Canton, ong of whoim the Supercargoes have fent 
to Bengal, to affift in navigating a veffel we propofe fending, in hopes to fave the lives 
of feveral of our countrymen, who are now confined, in a wretched condition, to the 
fall boundaries of a defolate ifland. We tranfmit the narratiye a number in the 
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No. VII. 


To the Honourable the Court of Direéfors, Ste 


Horn. SIRS, Fort William, February 19, 1367 


r. After accomplifhing your earneft wifhes for the reftoration of peace and tranqui- 
Gry in Bengal, your late Prefident, Lord Clive, embarked for England in the - 
tannia, leaving the government in charge to Mr. Verelft. 

2. A duplicate of our difpatches upon that occafion, containing a recitakof the moft 
confiderable occurrences Tince the departure of the Cruttenden, we have the honour to 
tran{mit a number in the packet ; together with the proceedings of that date of the 
Select Committee. i 

3- We fhould be wanting in the juft praifes of fuperior merit, and in gratitude for 
the effential fervices performed by Lord Clive, if we failed to ager acai that, to 
the prudence and vigour of his adminiftration you are chiefly to afcribe the prefent 
flourthing condition of your affairs. Firm and indefatigable in his purfuits, he joined 
to the weight of perfonal character, a zeal for your fervice, and a knowledge of your 
intere{ts, which could not but enfure fuccefs. | 

4- It would be unneceffary to remind you of the deplorable fituation in which his 
Lordfhip and the Committee found this fettlement. We beheld a Prefidency di- 
vided, head{ftrong and licentious; a government without nerves, a treafury without 
money, and a fervice without fubordination, difcipline, or public fpirit We may 
add, that amidft a general ftagnation of ufeful induftry, and of licenfed commerce, 
individuals were acchmulating immenfe riches, which they had ravifhed from the 
infulted Prince and his helplefs people, who groaned under the united preffure of 
difcontent, poverty, and oppreffion. 

§- Such was the condition of this Prefidency and of thefe provinces, at the time his. 
Lordfhip and the Committee er red upon the arduous tafk of reformation. Your 
prefent fituation need not be defcribed. The liberal fupplies to China, the ftate of 
your treafury, of your inveftment, of the fervice, and of the whole country, declare it 
to be the ftrongeft contraft to what it was, and the moft pleafing affemblage of for- 
tunate circumftances, and of profperous events, that has occurred at any period. 

6. As the meafures purfued are fo fortunate as to meet with your approbation, and 
as they precifely correfpond with our own fentiments, you may be affured of our 
conftant endeavours to preferve your affairs in the fame channel through which they 
have flowed with fuch variety of fuccefs: we therefore beg leave to repeat to you, 
what we have already declared o Lord Clive, that no motive, no confideration, fhall 
ever induce us to depart from tnat fyflem. of politics, which he has recommended to 
us by precept and example, unlefs fome very extraordinary event and unforefeen 
change fhould occur in the pofture of your affairs. 

7- A few days after his Lordthip’s departure, the Seleét Committee affembled in 
purfuance of your orders, and of the refolution taken the 16th ultimo, to fill up the 
vacancies occafioned by the refignation of Lord Clive, Mr. Sumner, and General 
Carnac. Senfible of the good effets which muft refult from our unanimity, it is 
with pleafure we obferve, that all the members appearing to be actuated by the fame 
principles, we have before us the chearful profpect-of proceeding with harmony and 
mutual confidence. 

8. It 
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8. It was with much regret we entered upon the exercife of thofe powers which you 
have been pleafed to confer on the Committee, by an a¢t of neceflary feverity towards 
lieutenant Butler, whom we difmiffed the fervice for infolent behaviour, and obftinate 
difobedience to the orders of the acting Chief at Coffimbazar. 

g- With the fame view of afferting the authority of your Council, and re 
every feed of fedition from the army, the Committee came to a refglution .of difmif- 

Mr. Rider, one of your covenanted fervants, and all thofe officers who had fub- 
fcribed to an addrefs prefented to Sir Robert Fletcher, after that gentleman had been 
cafhrered by a-court martial of field officers, and their fentence ratified by the whole 
Board. Soe avowed a {piritof oppofition to the fentiments of their fuperiors, expreffed 
fo immediately after a generali and dangerous combination, demanded the moft rigc- 
rous punifhnient. 

10. We are’happy in the opportunity of remarking the favourable change which 
fe evidently appears in the conduét and difpofition of your civil fervants, who feem to 
have- profited by your wholefome and feafonable correction. At the fame tifne that 
it may be neceflary to hold in your hand the rod of chaftifement, we cannot but offer 
# as our opinion, Gaay falutary effects may alfo be expected from the occafional 
‘€xercife of your lenity and indulgence. When you have duly confidered the many 

ictions now impofed on your junior fervants, when you reflet upon the exor- 
bitant price to which almoft every article of living is rifen, we hope it will appear to 
you, as it evidently does to us, that their allowance is no way proportioned to the un- 
avoidable: expences of the moft rigid ceconomy. 
` aa. They are now deprived the benefit of all trade ; they are reftrained from re- 
eeiving the falaries annexed to double employments, which were advantages that 
Poe a to- be appropriated in reward for diligence and ability. The greateft number is 
indeed reduced to your bare monthly allowance, which, it muft be owned, is too 
fcantya fund to fecure them againft the neceffity of incurring dtbts that have a bad 
influence upon their morals, by entangling them in difficulties, from which every 
means will naturally be tried to extricate themfelves. 

12. For thefe reafons we exhort you, that a competent fubfiftence may be eftab- 
iithed for your junior fervants, and more efpecially t | writers, who have no claim to 
Duftucks ; that amidft the prefent opulence of the Company, their fervants may not 
be fuffered to live, for fome years at leaft, in penury and want. Asto the freedom 
of this reprefentation of fats, we are affured it will meet with your excufe, fince it 
ease our duty, which obliges us to conceal nothing that fo immediately af- 
your fervice and your intereft. 

13. The ftate of the army is likewife an objeét worthy of your confideration. In 
times of profound peace, when the troops lofe the advantages they enjoyed in the field, 
and are reduced in cantonments to half Batta, and in garrifon to their mere pay; it is 
fcarce poffible that fubaltern officers can fubf{t and giaintain the appearance which 
they ought, of gentlemen. We fhall try every potfible means to reduce their ex- 

aces, and to lower the wages and number of fervants ; but abufes have prevailed 

o long, and eftablifhed themfelves fo firmly, that to remove them will require time 
and rigour. Colonel Smith has already made great progrefs in the reformation of 
your military eftablifhment; and we are perfuaded that the fame activity which has 
been exerted in reducing the army to order and obedience, will bè continued to in- 
fluence the officers to prudence and ceconomy. 

14. In confequence of fome very juft and pathetic remonftrances, offered to the 
Governor, we have agreed to make a farther provifion than is allowed by charter- 
party for thofe officers who are difmiffed, as well as for thofe who, having refigned 
yeur fervice, are thought wnworthy of being reftored, and are therefore ordered jj 
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by the Board. The circumftances of- many of thofe unhappy. pann cannot but 
excite compaffion. Without money, without < Oathing, and wit out friends, they, 
are, for the prefervation of order and police in the fettfement, ordered on board fhip, 
where they can only be reeeived on the footing or the meaneft feamen or foldiers, after 
coming abroad and fupporting in the fervice the character of officers and of gentle- 
men. We have aéted as we think becomes the dignity of your fituation, and as 
humanity dictates. An allowance of 301. for each paffenger is made to the captain, 
that being the fam which you dixect to be paid on account of officers who come 
abroad; and we are to obferve, that whetker you fhould chufe or not to continue the 
allowance, it could not I< avoided on this particular occafion, without incurrin 
the cenfure of barbari» or fuffering the Prefidency to be over-run with idje and dil- 
contented people. : oe P 

15. In the feort {pace of time which intervenes fince our laft difpatches, ,no change 
has occurret in the politics of this country, excepting that the army of Abd 
{till copsuues adyancing towards Dehly.- Wre fhall take into our moft mature con- 
fidemtlony what, confequences may refult from the arrival of this northern invader,at 
‘exe capital” refpe¢ting the peace and tranquility of our allies, or of thefe provinces. 
‘Sujah al owish continues in the fame difpofition; and the Maharattas difcover no 
intentions af difturbing our repofe. The third brigade, however, ftill remains ftation- 
ed in Sujah al Dowlak’s country; for which reafon we thought proper to declihe hts 
requeft to Sir Robert Barker, that we would mtirely evacuate Eka. fince we 
confider that fortrefs as a neceflary pledge of his fidelity, and a proper fecurity to ouf 
troops while they are acting at his own requilition in defence of his dominions. 

16. We now beg leave to tranfmit the complete fet of country correfpondence from 
the rft of January 1766, to the clofe of the year, which from a variety of accidents 
could not be fooner prepared. The Prefident has laid before us his country corref- 
pondence, from the time he entered upon the government, the broken fett of which 
we fhall forward by the Nottingham; and as thofe letters are confidered as the moft 
authentic records ot the true {tate of the country, we {hall take all poffible care to 
‘have them regularly fent-home for your information. 


We have the honour to be, &c. 


H. VERELST, RICHARD SMITH, CLAUD RUSSEL, A. CAMPBELL. 


No. VIII. 
To the Honourable the Court of Directors, Sc. 


Horn. Sirs, Fort William, April 10, 1767. 

1. By the Noceatrpham we had the honour of tranfmitting to vou the procecdings 
of this Committce to the roth of March, a duplicate of our addreis by the Duke of Al- 
bany the tgth February, and the Prefident’s country corre{pondence to the date of 
the difpatch. 

2. The report of Abdalla’s intended invafion, was the only circumftance which 
occurred to engage your particular attention during the fhort fpace ôf time that im 
tervened between the difpatch of thofe two fhips. We could add nothing with cer- 
tainty to the intelligence we received, and the plan of operations we adopted, both 


which ftood fully exprefled on the proceedings and correifpondence. It was, therc- 
G fore, 
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fore, thought adviftable to avoid giving you the trouble to perufe fentiinents that could 
only be founded upon conjecture. ° 

3. At the time Lord Clive refigned the adminiftration of your affairs, fome diftant 
rumors were heard of Abdalla’s ambitious projects; and yu will accordingly perceive 
that his Lordihip has touched upon this fubjeét, in the fketch of your fitvation in 
Bengal, which he delivered to the Commitee before his departure. Circumftances 
would not admit he fhou:d enter upon particutars; and it would feem, indeed, as if 
his Lordfhip were of opinion the project of fo distant an invafion was attended with 
too many diithculties to be purtued with fuccefs, Or even ferioufly propofed. 

4. In thefe fentiments we allo joincd, from a_perfUaGon that Abdalla was too 
politic to embark his kingdom, his honour, and life, upon the very doubtful iffue 
of an expedition, from which he could not expect advantages j-oportioned to the 
dangers, the fatigues he muft encounter, and the expence of blood he muf neceflarily 
incur. 

5- We confidered that he was divided from us by an immenfe tract or country 
a:moft equally impervious during the heats of fummer and the rains ọf a tump- 
that this country was inhabired by a variety of different and independent Princes ang 
nations, whofe natural interefts would prompt them to oppofe the progrefs of the 
ufurper ; that he was actually engaged in war, and had met with an obftinate refift- 
ance from the Seiks, his ancient and irreconcikable foes; that the Maharattas, a 
power equally formidable with himfeif, were afpiriug at the fame fuperiority, and 
would therefore incline, from views of policy as well as motives of jealoufy and 
former enmity, to fet themfelves in oppofition; that the Jauts and Rohillas, potent 
nations, who form a kind of barrier to the dominions of his Majefty and of Sujah al 
Dowlah, and who hold their poffeffions now in periect independency, would therefore 
be averfe to changes which could not operate to their advantage; that the Englifh 
could not be equally the objects of their jealoufy with Abdalla, fince, in ceding his 
conquered courtry to Sujah al Dowlah, they had given fo recept and unexpected a 
proof of their moderation ; and laft'y, that if, to the evident interefts and prejudices 
of thofe feveral powers, we joined our firm and declared refolution of oppofing the 
Shaw with rorces who have acquired fo high a military reputation, the ufurper would 
either be deterred from the profecurion of his arcluous attempt, or fuch a confederacy 
would be united, as might probably keep the danger remoute trom your pofieMons, 
and fecure thofe of your allies. 

6. Thefe were the conceptions we formed, upon the firft intelligence received that 
Abdalla was advancing to Dehlv. The advices toon became more certain of his 
fuccefs againft the Sciks, and progrefs towards the capital. We had alfo farther 
advices of his d.cisred intentions againit Sujah al Dowlah and thefe provinces, to 
which he was inftigated by the intrigues of Cotfim Allv Cawn. Under thefe circum- 
ftances it was thought exp dicent to concert a plon ot derence, and reduce to a regular 
fyfern the meafures we thought neceffary for cheching us progreis, tor animating our 
alics, and raifinz the country powers to a fete of U `e own danger. to that the out- 
lines of our operations fhould be clearl’ marked out betore’Colone: Smith repaircd to 
the army. 
~ 7. Experience of the difpofition of the natives of this country has taught, that vi- 
gorous meafures will ever produce powerful ctleccs on the minds of a cautious dilatory 
people, who hefitate about forming refolutions until they are compelled by neceffity, 
or ttrong!,” taffuenced by the pafMfions of fear and hope, ‘To remain inactive f{pcctators 
of an invafion which threatened to overwhelm the pohrtical {vttem of all India, would 
have difpirited the King and Sujah al Dowlah, whofe dependence was on our fupport. 
I¢ would have given courage to the invaders, and it might induce the country powers, 
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from motives of fear, to join his ftandard, and to act contrary to their interefts and 
inclinations ina general confederacy, which.atimely declaration of our refolutions would 
probably prevent, or even gonvert to our own purpofes. In proof that thefe fertiments 
were not merely {peculative, you are requeited to confult te letters from the King 
and Sujah al Dowlah, whereby it will appear hew earncit they were for a compofition 
with the Shaw. It is beyond doubt, the Kiag was ftrongly actuated by fear to make 
unt coming fubmiffions ; and that nothixg but our influence with him could prevent 
his fending Menéer al Dowlah with »Knowledgments, unworthy of his royal dignity, 
and highly impolitic, at a junto when firmnefs and fpirit became effentially ne- 
cefiary. | : 

i g. With thefe views, and With the farther intention of demonftrating to the powers 
of India our religious oF*tVance of treaties and engagements, as well as that we 
were under no apprehe-"0ns from Abdalla’s boafted fuperiority of numbers, we de- 
termined upon the 38 entered upon our proceedings. Immediate advice of this 
our r¢folution w? ifpatched to the King and Sujah al Doawlah; the Rohillas were 
informed of e-* Intention’, by a letter from the Prefident ; the fame intimations*wtre 
given #0 r= Maharattas ; the report was fpread over the whole country, and pro- 
babiy.* hath already reached Abdalla’s camp, that the Englith are making prépa- 
re-ops to preferve the freedom and tranquility of the empire. ; 

9- This conjecture is rendered the more probable, as we are juft advifed by Sir 
Robert Barker, in a letter from Allahabad, that Abdalla is returning back to Lahore, 
having compromifed, for the fum of # 25 lacks, his demands on the Indian powers. Whe- 
ther we are really to afcribe this fudden motion to the ideas he may have conceived of 
the difficulties he is likely to encounter; or whether he means again to refume his 
defigns, we cannot affirm with certainty : moft likely it is, that he would have ad- 
vanced to Dehly, and remained there during the rainy feafon, inftead of returning 
back fo many days march to Lahére, if he had not entirely relinquifhed the thoughts 
of invading Hindoftan. | : 

10. At all events, this retreat will greatly retard his project. It will encourage 
the Seiks to raife up frefh obftructions to his progrefs, and it will afford us fufficient 
leifure for every neceflary preparation ; fince, for this feafon at leaft, we have nothing 
to apprehend. We are indeed of opinion, that all danger is in future removed from 
that quarter, as we learn, from good authority, that the valour, the difcipline, and 
the number of our troops, have Dees reported to Abdalla, with fuch exaggerations, 
as feemed then to ftagge nis refolution ; and there being no other power from whom 
we need conceive any „reat apprehenfions, we flatter ourfelves that we may venture 
to congratulate you n the profpect there is of lafting tranquility in Bengal. 

13. Policy, however, requires we fhould hold ourfelves in conftant readinefs to 
oppofe every attempt to deftroy that equality and balance of power among the Princes 
ot the empire, in which confifts our greateft fecurity. It is of little confequence to 
us whe ihall be the fuperior; it is th ‘ gaining a fuperiority, and the agerandizement 
of any Prince'or_nation, msa “oul. prove dangerous to your poffefions. We are 
fenfibje, however, this maxim is .d be reftrained within bounis; and that the Ho- 
nourable Company’s interefts reqe're we fhould guard againft the dangerous goprfe-~ 
quences of extending our military operations, and enlarging our frontier beyé1d the 
circle of the Nabob’s dominions. Hence we confidered it the more necefiary we 
fhould be explich in affigning the reafons which induced us to refolve thal our 
troops fhould crofs the Caramnafia to the f-pport of our allies. The inftruétions of 
‘this Committee to Colonel Smith, will farther explain our fentiments, and convince 
you of our firft determination to act defenfively only, and to proceed no farther than 
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faith required, and the prefent circumftances rendered expedient. For this - 
reafon it was, that we made no prepofition to the Jauts, Rohillas, or Maharattas, 
left we fhould encumber ourfelves with fruitlefs and troublefome engagements. The 
latter might probably have demanded the ceffion of countries, which in time would 
render them more formiddble to us than the power of Abdalla; and it was im- 
poffible to fuggeft to the former any cx}<dient, whereby our alliance fhould become 
ufeful to them, except that of advancing arn army to their affiftance, which would 
neceffarily carry ouf military operattons to a gree diftance bevond our own fror.tier. 

12. Upon the whole, the Committee joined in Opsion, that vigorous meafures, altho’ 
more confined, would ituffigiently influence the fevera powers to declare apainft Ab- 
dalla; and that if they failed of the propofed effect, wee, ht not to proceed farther. 
You may, therefore, reft affured we fhall fteadify purfue ig conduct, and never be 
induced by afty confiderations tọ form connections that ma, Jead us to diftant ex- 
peditions. 

13- When, however, we confider the many unforefeen dangers, sand fodden grrup- 
tions, to which your pofieffions in Bengal are perpetually expofed, u.p doty obliges 
us p requeft, in the moft earneft manner, that you will ner fuffer yOurattenion to 
be diverted from completing your military eftablifhment in the manner Propang by 
Lord Clive. We now tranfmit a duplicate of the general return, which wer 4 
number in the Nottingham’s packet, whence you will perceive, that owing to a va 
riety of accidents, the regiments are now lefs complete in effective men than when 
we reprefented their condition by the:Admiral Stevens. 

r4. We alfo beg lcave to obferve, that, with refpect to fire-arms, we fhould 
find the troops very much diftrefled were they under the immediate neceffity of 
entering upon a¢tion. The Pergunnah battalions are fcarce half armed, notwith- 
ftandi we derained twenty-two chefts of arms deftined for your Prcfidency at 
Bombay. It therefore becomes of the moft terious confequence, that the Military 
Storekeepers indtnts be fully complied with, and that we fhoukt m future receive 
the annual fupply of mufquetry required in the former Tetters from this Committee. . 

15. In arde to remove the repeated complaints from the atmy of the- deficiency 
of draught-bullocks, we have come to a reforution of fipplying the artillery by a 
method which, we hope, will anfwer betrer than b_ contract. Colonel Smith has 
propofed, that the government fhall engage to provide cwvelve hundred large draught- 
cattle in the Purnea province ; that thefe fhall be fed bv contrac? ; and that the 
contract fhall be given, in the ufual manner, to the lowet hidder. This propofal 
appearing to us well calculated to remove complaints, to obvi ethe evil confequences 
that may arife from a deficiency of draught-bullocks, and to fe the nattyes from 
many unavoidable acts of oppreffion, without incurring an extrac dinary charge, 
we have accordingly recommended to the Prfident to enter u œ the ncecilary 
fteps for providing the number of cattle propofed, ar the expiration *f our engage- 
ments with the preient contractors. 7 

16. To complete the regiments, and to putre ar he noft refpectable 
footing, we applied to the Prefidency at Mactof for a fupply of four heandred 
Pmvupe:'ns rank and file, which they are regii d to replace fro'n the fiit of cur 
recruis that fhall arrive on the coaft. Thev were alfo apprifed of the ptan we had 
form d for oppoting Abdalla, with the view that the two Prefidencies acung in 
erect confonance, may acccemimodate thcir overations to each others necefhities. 

he fame advices Were fent to Bombay. 

17. You will obferve in our procecdines a letter from Jana‘ee, the chief of the 
Cuttack Maharattas, with whom we prepoled treating fer the cefficn of that country, 
in order to open an immediate communication, and conncet Benal with tour 
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poffeffions on the Coromandel Coaft. His Vackeel is foon expected jn Calcutta 
to negociate this bufinefs ; and nothing fhall be wanting on our parts to carry into 
execution a meafure which, we think, will conduce to the mutual convenience and 
fecurity of the two eftablifhments, it it can be effected without fuch conceffions as 
will prove injurious to our reputation. 

18. We have the pleafure to acquaint you, that the bufinefs of the collections. 
of Beng | and Bahar is drawing towards a conclufion: and that we fhall very nearly 
complete the revenue ftated in the general eftimate. The particulars are not yet 
received ; bur we have the ftrongeft affurances from Mefirs..Sykes. and Rumbold,.. 
and alfo from Mahomed Reza Cawn and Shetabroy, that the ballances will be very 
inconfiderable at the next Poonah. . 

19. You are already advifed, that the Committee have recommended to the: 
Prefident his making an annual tour of the provinces, at the time for adjufting the 
colleétions of the enfuing year. Mr. Verelft will accordingly begin his progrefs. 
before the clofe of this menth, and as foon as the bufinefs of the Prefidency wills 
admit of his abfence, leaving the government in charge with Mr. Cartier. 

20.. The Seleé&t Committee met the goth, when, at the inftance of Sujah al Dowlah,. 
we countermanded the march of the fecond brigade, and the detachment ordered to 
take poft at Serajapore. As the Nabob was lately very urgent and folicitous for our 
affiftance, it is evident, from his prefent requeft, that he gives entire credit to the: 
intelligence of Abdalla’s return, and is eafed of all apprehenfions for this feafon. 
Fhis proceeding we have not been able to get up, without detaining the: difpatch 
which we have done fo long to inform you of Abdalla’s refolutions. | 


We have the honour to be, &c.. 


H: VERELST, JOHN CARTIER, CLAUD RUSSELL, A. CAMPBELL.. 
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Ib reply to your enquiry re Arding the farms held in Burdwan by Mefirs. John- | 
ftove, Hay, and Bolts, we a to obferve, that in the account of fales of thofe lands, 
it appears the farms rented »y thofe gentlemen were put up in lots confiderably larger 
than: any of the others. t has alfo been confidently reported to Mr. Verelft, our 
Prefident, by the late ar. Afhburner, the othcers of the government, and others, 
who were prefent.at te fales, that few or no bidders appeared, becauie it was known 
that Mr. Johnito ie tended thofe farms-for himfelf, and it was therefore apprehended 
their offers might cur his difpleafure. We muf leave you to judge, froin this in- 
ftance, h effary itis becom to exc ide from the renting your-lands all Europeans 
whateyer, ar re ulm- potle aen. who atquire weight and.influence from 
the fhare they have in the adminifira. iof your affairs. . 


We havesthe honour to remain, &c.- 


H. VERELST, JOHN CARTIER, CLAUDE RUSSELL, A. CAMPBL. 
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No. IX. 
To the Honourable the Court of Directors, €c. 


lfloxwourAa BLE Sir S, Fort William, Sept. 2 1767, 


t- Bv the Mercury packet, under date the roth April, we ventured to offer, as 
our opinion, that Achmet Shaw Abdalla had relinquifhed all thoughts of profecuting 
the ambitious defigns formed againft us and our allies, under colour of regulating 
the affairs of the empire. Thefe our conjeétures, we have the pleafure to acquaint 
vou, are fiow tullv confirmed by the moft authentic advices. The Shaw has not only 
evacuated his conqueits in the country of the Sciks, but he has retreated towards 

«his own frontier with fo much precipitation as juftifies us in fuppofing his sefolutions 
were influenced by the report cf the preparations we fet on foot to oppofe his intended 
invafion. Whatever might be the motives for fo fudden a change in his councils, 
we will not hefitate to declare it as our firm perfuafion, that he will never again re- 
fume a project which muft be attended with fo much difficulty and danger in the 
execution, and with {fuch dubious advantage and fuccefs in the event. 

2. When we reflect upon the number and difcipline of our troops, the reputation 
which the Englith arms have acquired, as well as the knowledge of late years obtained 
of the frontier pafls and inlets, by which thefe provinces may be guarded againft 
irruptions, it cannot be doubted, whilft you maintain your military eftablifhment, 
but we fhall be able to defend your poffeffions againft the moft confiderable powers of 
this country. Such, however, is the extent of your territorial poffeffions, and the 
amount of your revenues, that we muft not flatter ourfelyes with the hopes of re- 
taining your acquifitions without fome attempts from the jealoufy of thofe who for- 
merly bore the greateft fway in the affairs of the empire. 

3- In this number we would reckon the Maharattas, a reftlefs and ambitious peo- 
ple, who may be tempted, by the reputed opulence of Bengal, to renew their incur- 
fions. ‘They have already revived their claim to the ufual tribute paid to the Subahs 
of thefe provinces, and the Prefident has received lette from Rige-naut Row and Ja- 
najee, demanding the arrears of the annual Chout, in a more imperative ftyle than 
we imagine they will prefume to juftify, when we come ta an open explanation. 

4- From the above letters, and other advices, we under nd, that at a conference 
held on the banks of the Narbudda, all their differences hav been adjufted between 
Rige-naut Row and Janejee, Chiefs who have been long at vari nce This event, if 
confirmed, would {cem to prefage a fruitlefs iffue to the negot t: ons we have for 
fome months carried on for the cefon of @ittack. It will even gı “ar for Tuf- 
picion that a plen has been concerted betwee 1 the ah of the I*ecar the Maha- 
rattas and Hyder Naick, to act with united es cgainft che Englifh ; a disjointed 
unvaniral confederacy, which, fhould it really vitt, ean neither be permanent in itfelf, 

fc cir teable to vour poffeffions in Bengal. he utmoit we need apprehend will 
pro ed from a temporary interruption to your collections, from the fudden incurfions 
Of weit parties; and this inconvenience we will endeavour to obviate by a proper 
alit oon of iour forces. 

5. Woe have been tnduecd, by thefe confiderations, to co-operate with the views of 
your Preticency at Fort st. George, purfuant to a plan laid down by Lord Clive, and 
bovin part adopted by the genthmen at Madraf. At their requifition we have em- 
barked in the Hyqoctor, Larl of Higin, Northington, and Savage, a country fhip, three 
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battalions of Sepovs, to enable them, by a vigorous effort, to reduce the Subah to 
terms of accommodation, or to eftablifh fuch a fyftem of policy in the Deccan, as 
circurnftances may render neceflary. We have alfo engaged, fhould the fituation of 
their a.fairs require a further fupply, to reinforce them with a complete brigade, when 
the fea.on will admit of trantporting troops, and a fufficient amount of tonnage can 
be pro: ided. 

6. A hough we ae fully of opinion the Honourable Company’s interet demands 
our utmo to avoid differences with the country powers, yet the prefent cir- 
cumftances of your affairs are fuch as abfolutely to require that your influence fhould be 
maintained witn vigour, and all encroachments repelled with fpirit. The harmony fub- 
fifting among the Preficencies, and the ready and mutual affiftance they afford upon 
all occafions of neceflity, will not fail to imprefs the minds of the natives with jutt 
fentiments of our policy and ftrength. For this reafon chicfly we are refolvet to enter 
chearfully into the meafures adopted on the coaft, that our enemies may fee our 
dependence is not alone on the forces maintained at either of the Prefidencies, but 
on the armies kept up in the different parts of India, which, though feparated at a 
great diftance, can fo eafily and expeditioufly be united. Neither are we without 
hopes, that the unufual fpectacle of black troops, pouring into his country from Ben- 
gal, may ftagger the Subah’s courage, and induce him to grant thofe conditions be- 
fore, which he cannot expect after the fword is once unfheathed. 

7. The King and Sujah al Dowlah appear every day more clofely united to us by 
inclination and intereft. Senfible the fecurity of their poffeffions, as well as the degree 
of confideration they hold in the empire, muft depend on our friendfhip, they feem 
defirous to govern their conduct by principles the moft likely to cement and promote 
our amity. The third brigade being ftationed with them at their requeft, and a de- 
tachment from the fecond brigade having croffed the Caramnatfa with views of fup- 
porting the bafis of our alliance with his Majefty and the Nabob, they have readily 
confented to defray all the extra charges incurred, agreeably to the terms of the 
treaty fubfifting ; fo that the Company are put to no extraordinary expence by the 
motion of the troops beyond the limits of the provinces. It is, nevertheleis, our 
intention to recall all your forces, and punctually to obferve your directions, when- 
ever the advices we receive from ol. Smith fhall put it beyotid a doubt that the 
difturbances which now preva? among the neighbouring powcrs will not endangir 
our own fatfety. 

8. By letters tately recciv.d from the Colonel you will obferve, that Juwhar Sing, 
Chief of the Jauts, is at th. head of an army, endeavouring to recover thofe countries 
of which he was laft ear difpoffeffed by the Maharattas. In the proerefs of his 
conquefts he has c ster d the Rohilla country, and advanced within a few miles of the 
King’s dominion: ; or is it yet certain how far he may have extended his views, 


ù r what are timate defign We “cave therefore directed Colonel Smith to re- 
m in _ stent ftation with tie brig: ic, until it fhall appear what farther defigns 


the jaut may entertain, or whether b moealures in which ne is now engaged have 
not drawn upon him the refentment« rhe Maharattas, and by inducing thole .ree- 
booters to return, kindled a dangerou! warin our ne'ghb curh vod, the flames of 
may extend to tbe King’s, the Nabsb’s, and to our domimuens. 

9. At the repeated and preffing inftance of the Napaul Raich, we determined 
hazard an expedition to his coun.ry, the reson, for which ftand fulh expl 
the face of our proceedings. A> fuch militery entcrprizes feem foreign to fhe Ipirit 
of that fyftem of politics wherebs“ave propofe regulating our conduct, i was ne- 
eeflarvy the Committee fhould weigh very maturel all the ruk and advantage con- 
feguent on the undertaking. Accordingly, you will obferve, siom our initructions to 
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the Chief of Patna, that we have ufed every human precaution to guard againft the 
poffibiliry of any difafter or difappointment. 

10. We need not inform you, that for many ycars ap advantageous trade has peen 
canied on between the Province of Bahar, and the rieh country of Napaul, by which 
a confiderable quantity of gold, and many other valuable commodities, were H? ported. 
The Rajah being now difpoflefied of his country, and fhut up in his capita by the 
Rajah of Goercullah, the ufual channel of commerce has in confequence ! een ab- 
ftructed, and thefe provinces are deprived of the bencfits arifing f-^ .. 7 f amer in- 
tercourfe, at a period when the decline of trade, and fcarcity of fpecie, render it of 
the greateft importance, that every {pring of induftry fhould flow freely, and with- 
out interruption. The vicinity of Napaul to the Bettcä country, of which the Subah 
as now in quict poffeffion, will bring additional advantages to this trafhck, by render- 
ing it mofe eafy and fecure than in former times ; fo that we entertain very Hattering, 
pee from the iffue of an expedition, of which we hope to fend you an account 
by the laft difpatches of the feafon. 

21. Itis with the greateft pleafure we obferve, that your fentiments correfpond with 
thofe ef your Select Committee, refpecting the utility of the Governor’s annual tour 
of the provinces. Agreeable to what you were advifed by the Mercury Packet, Mr. 
Verelft preceed_d early in the month of May to the city, with intention to continue 
his journey to Patna, and even to vifit the King and Sujah al Dowla. In this, however, 
he was prevented by a variety of buftnefs with the minifters, as well as by indifpofition, 
and the very uncommon heat and inclemency of the feafon, which proved fatal te 
fuch numbers of your civil and military fervants. 

82. Soon after bis arrival at Murthed-abad, the Poonah was held with the ufual 
folemnities, the Nabob being feated on the Mufnud, as Subahdar of Bengal, and the 
Governor placed on his right hand, as reprefentative of the Honourable Company, 
ìn quality of King’s Dewan. The eftimate then formed of revenues to be collected 
for the prefent year we have the honout to tranfmit in our prédceedings; and we beg 
leave to refer to a joint letter from the Prefident and Mr. Sykes, for a particular ex- 
planation of the manner in which the ftatement is drawn out. 

13. On the colleétions of the laft year, we muft obferve, that the ballances due are 
much lefs confiderab?e than could reafonably be ex eéted, the actual receipts amount- 
ing to one crare, forty three lacks, fifteen thoufand th e hundred and ten rupees*. Yet 
from the diligent fcrutiny made in the courfe of our e perience into the real value of 
the lands, an encreafe is infured for the prefent year, of n ur fixteen lacks of rupeest, 
arifing from a more equal affefiment only. The new arran ement made of the fevera} 
articles contained in the eftimate, we prefume will meet wit. vour approbation, as it 
points out in the cleareft and m ft concife manner we can fgg ft, he general amount 
of the ftatements for the laft and prefent years, the actual rec vts of the preceding 
year, the difburfements and deficiencies of ch fepar te diftrict, tr «mnt at whica 
fome diftriéts have been over-rated, and th.mecrea made of the re cha-ged 
upon others. 

sa This method of comprizing the whole «umate into fo narrow a compafs as to 

it a g neral view of your revenues at a .. ele glance of the eye, we humbly ap- 

pic end will convey to you more diftinct ideas of whatever may deferve notice, than if 
u trarfn itted a monthly account of the deficiency of cach perfons Kiftbundee. Your 
reve. ~ fpring from fuch a varien of fluctu ting circumftances, and are charged and 
colleéted by ways fo different from each other, that explaining the particular caufe, 
period, and amount of each incre fe or deficiene , would be to compofe a hiftory of 
minute events, which would employ a greater number of your fervants than are now 
maintained 
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aintained for the bufinefs of the whole eftablifhment. All perfons Rolding lands 
of the government, enter into an agreement for monthly payments to a Certain 
amo int, The agreement for each diftrict fpecifies, that the colleétions fhall be made 
at the expiration of ten, fifteen, or thirty days, according to the particular cuftoms 
of th refjective diftricts. This Kiftbundee, as well as the collections themfelves, 13 
regul ted by the crops, and a number of other contingent circumftances, which com- 
pofe ti. v of lands ; and all thefe being in a ftate of continual change and alter- 
ation, we imagine a particular account of each Kiftbundee would prove a fallacious 
ide to your judgment refpecting future periods; however, fhould you in future 
mín upon it, your orders fhall be obeyed. 

1$. Senfible of the confufion which changing the names of the diftricts muft. 
introduce into your accounts, as well as the frauds concealed wader fuoh practices, 
the Prefident, when he attended the Poonah, ftrongly recommended to the mihi- 
fters, that one particular name fhould always be ufed to fpecify the fame diftric, 
‘They have accotdingly given the ftrongeit affurances, that the names now infefted in 
the eftimate, fhall, in future, remain unaltered; and we will ufe our utmoft éndés- 
¥oOurs te put a ftop to io pernicious a cuftom. | 

16. As to bringing on the ballances of former years to the rents of the prefent 
eftnmate, in the manner you propofe, we humbly conceive it would be produdtive of 
many irconveniencies. ‘The frequent removals which the minifters find it neceflary 
to make among the collectors, either on account of mability or mifbehaviour, would 
render outftanding balances fo heavy a load on the fhoukiers of the prefent collector, 
that none would be found to accept the ofice under fach conditions. Hitherto, the 
practice has been to keep apart from the collcéteons the account of ballarices, and to 
enter into a feparate agreement with the collector, whereby he becomes refponfible 
for fuch ballances as upon enquiry fhall appear equitable, or may be pointed out ty 
him by the govermmént, or by his pieces in ofice. By thefe means the incon- 
venience of mingling the accounts of different years is avoided, and a door is fhut 
again{t the {pecious Lahti for harafing and opprefling the landholders fot the reto- 
very of outftanding debts. 

17. In the eftimate now tranfaatted, you will perceive ha the general cufterns 
upon trade are diftinguifhed fom thofe fmaller duties, which are included in the 
valuation of the tands. Bv general cuftoms we mean thofe duties levied at public 
and eftablifhed Chokies, 1 yon all the greater branches of foreign and inland trade, — 
not included in Duftuck > civileges. Befides thefe are collected leffer duties, upon the 
atticles of life and luyury, fold at the feveral markets and Bazars, which being com~ 
prehended in theren s, it would be unnccefiary, and almoft impoffible to infert under 
particular and fe sar ve heads. se 

18. Our-or nat the enormous ch< “res attending the collections of your reve» 
n _a repeatedly expreifed in « ar former letters. To this circumftance the 
Prefident gave fuch particular atte... >r at the tate Poonah, that we Hatter ourfelves 
you will agree with us in opinion, th -xpences canhot reafonably be reduced lower 
than the rate they now ftand fpeci. -d in the eftirhate. Difmiffing the nui Muus 
rabble of troops kept up by the Fuuzdars, and other officers of the govern: ent, 
hath not qnly proved a very extraordinary faving to the-revenue, but a preat feo itv 
vo the permanency of our authority ; ‘therefore, to remove every fhadow of 
for retaining a cuftom fo inconfiftent with, and injurious to well regwlat d goyern- 
ment, we have bcen induced to raife another battalion of Sepoys, for the fervice of 
the Bahar colleGions, whereby we have inereafed our mikitary ftrength againft fach 
occafions of danger as fhall happen, without incurring any additional expence. 
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I fa The efimate of revenues to be collected this year in the Bahar province, wil 
be fettled next month, when the Poonah takes place. With refpect to the collecti ns 
of laft year, we have the fatistaction to aflure you they have been very clofely kept 
up, and that very inconfiderable ballances will remain outftanding, moft of which 
arife from lands, which had been overcharged in the former eftimate. Wher the 
Bahar ftatement fhall come to our hands, we propofe drawing out, for yout infpe tion, 
a general ftatement of all your receipts and difburiements, on whatever a7.. cnr .rifing, 
during the {pace of one complete year. 

20. We are fenfible of the inconveniencies which frequently attended -the entruft- 
ing favourites with too great a fhare of executive authority. The inactivity and in- 
judicious partiality of the fovereigns to their dependents, have certainly given birth 
to the mofle dangerous convulfions in the ftate. But, on the prefent fy{tem of your 
political and military affairs, we think it impofhble that aanger can enfue from the 
degree of confidence and truft repofed in any officer of the government. On the 
the contrary, whilft the fword and revenues are held by us, it will be found aBfolutely 
neceflary to ftrengthen, with all our authority, the hands of thofe officers employed 
in the colleétions, to enable them to difcharge the duties of their ofice, and coun- 
teract the numberlefs frauds and contrivances to elude payment of the revenues. It 
was from a fenfe of this neceffity, of his attachment to us, and of his extenfive ac- 

vaintance with the whole bufinefs of the finances, that we devolved on Mahomed 

eza Cawn, fo large a proportion of the weight of government, and particularly of 
the collections ; being convinced by experience of the truth of your remark, ‘* That 
“« an Englifhman will ever be unfit to follow the fubtle native through all his arts, 
“ to conceal the real value of his country, to perplex and to clude the payments.” 

21. The cultivation of the mulberry-fhrub, and increafe of the article of filk, 
being of the utmoft confequence to the extenfion of your inveftment, the Prefident, 
when he attended the Poonah, recommended in the {ftrongeff manner to the mi- 
nifters; Zensindars, and landholders, this object of giving all poffible encouragement for 
clearing and cultivating fuch lands as will beft anfwer the intention. The fame 
eudeavours will be ufed by the Collector-General to induce your own farmers in 
Burdwan and the Caicutta lands to purfue a bran of hufbandry that muft tend 
equally to their advantage and to yours. 

22. Although found policy may require we fhould no be too folicitous to augment 
your revenues abroad, which, fhould they be here unapp1 priated, would ferve only 
to embarrafs your affairs ; yet the fame policy dictates the eceffity of refuming to 
the government all lands and revenues alienated from it by fraud or force, or through 
inattention in the adminiftration. Of this nature are Jagheer ren anmi lands, many of 
which are held by individuals, upon no other tenure than poflei on acquired under 
a weak prince, a corrupt miniftry, or the du ted fitvationof publ fat-s. Where 
fuch poffeffions appear of a recent date, w -re they are founded up. ne oub'c 
grant, where the poffeffors are men nelther f muy, influence, nor ¿cnaraćter, in 
fuch ‘ ‘afes our acquiefcence would derote a. nenefs or weaknefs injurious to the 
autho ty of government. We have therefore dued directions to Mr. Rumbold, in 
qual -y of collector of Bahar, to caufe all perfons Lolding Jagheers to regifter their Sun- 
nuc in the head Cutcherry at Patna, giving, at the fame time, the ftrongeft affurances 
ol «.- intentions to continue to ancient and refpectable familiés, and to thofe who 
have juft «'aims, every reafonable indulgence, which may ferve to convince them of 
the juftice and moderation of our government. 

, 23- We have frequently expreficd to you our apprchenfions left the annual expor- 
tation of treafure to China would produce a fcarcity of money in the country. This 
fubject becomes every day more fciious, as we already fcel, in a very {fcnfible manner, 


the 
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the effi ĉ&ts of the confiderable drain made from tke filver currency. Experience will 
ever yield ftronger convićtion than the moft abftra&t ‘and refined reafoning i | 

.4. Whatever fums had formerly been remitted to Dehly were amply reimburfed 
by the retnrns made to the immenfe commerce of Benga), which might be confidered 
as tl e’central point to which all the riches of India were attracted. Its manufactures 
four | their way to the remoteft part of Hindoftan, and fpecie flowed in by a thoufand 
chan. 2ls that are at prefent loft and obftruéted. All the European companies formed 
their s with money brought into the country; the (1) Guiphs poured:in 
their treafures into this river; and acrofs the continent, an inland trade was driven to 
the weftward to the extremity of the kingdom of Guzzerat. - 3 
© 25. How widely different from thefe are the prefent circumftances of the Nabob’s 
dominions ! Immenfe treafures have lately been carried out of the provinces by 
Cofra Ally Cawn, whijh may poifibly be referved as a fund to excite fusure troubles. 
Each of the European companies, by means ‘of. money taken up in the country, have 
ereatly,enlarged their annualinveitments, without adding a rupee to the riches of the 
province, n the contrary, the increafe of exports to Europe has proved fo great 
a reftraint upon the induftry of private merchants, that we will venture to affirm the 
Ballance from Europe, in favour of Bengal, amounts to a very trifling fum in fpecie. 
“We know of no foreign trade exifting at prefent, which produces a clear ballance in 
money, except that carried on with the ports of Judda, Mocha, and Baflora, from 
whence not fifteen lacks * in bullion have been returned in the courfe of four years. 

' ‘This year the Dutch have imported nine lacks §; the two preceding years, their 
inveftment, as well as that of the French company, was provided by money paid 
into their treafury for affignments by bills on their conftituents in France and Holland ; 
whereas, by an eftimate obtained from Chinfura, it appears that formerly the Dutch 
imported annually from thirty-fix to forty lacks +, taking the amount at a medium 
for ten years. Yoyr own exports in bullion from England did not, one year with 
another, fall fhort of twelve or tourteen lacks |], while the country was at the fame 
time gaining an increafe of money from the inveftments made by the Danes, Auftrians, 
and Pruffians. Upon the whole, fpecie was then brought in to the amount of ninety or an 
hundred lacks = yearly ; it now goes out to the amount of twenty-fix lacks ** every 
year in public money, if we include our remittances to the other Prefidencies as well as 
thofe to China, befides very nfiderable fums carried on private account; and this lofs is 
ballanced by a trade with the Gulphs, which, at the higheft eftimation, cannot exceed 
five or fix lacks++ a-ycir. In fact, were no money tiffued upon account of your China 
trade, the current fpecie muft annually decreafe, unlefs foreign trade fhall revive and 
flourifh, fo as to pre luce a more confiderable ballance in treafure. 

27. Such, perir’ us toafiure vou, is the prefent {tate of the trade and currency of thefe 

provinces. What the iffue may be of fch untoward fymptoms of dicline we will not 


prefume ctermine. This cenly we w`. remark; that unlefs we had palliated the evil by 
oduc ne a gold curre x, and therebv increafed the circulating riches of the 
country, every individual muft h.- been cateply aftečted with the fcarcitv of money. 


In proof of this affertion, we nee: anly appear to the quantity of gold ny ħurs re- 
ceived and given in payment by c ery merchant, who tormerly trarifacted al bufineis 
in filver rupees ; nor does this proceed from choice or convenience, but from neceffity 
and the actual desreafe of filver money; neither can it proceed from the export ‘jon of 
filver for the purchafe of gold,fince the profits arifing from that exchange 

‘pay the intcreft of money, a point which was thoroughly confidered wh 4 the par be- 
tween filver and gold was calculated, on ouradopting the prefent fcheme of gold coinage. 


5 23. The 
(1) The two Gulphs of Mocha and Perfia. . 
* 137,590% § 11 2,500/ t From 450,009 /. to §00,000/, H 150,000 /. or 175,000 2, 
f 1,125,000/. or 1,250,000 4. °° 325,000 A tt 62,5004, or 75,020.. 
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28. The çircumfļances of your affairs require we fhould explain ourfely 3 with, 
freedom, and point out wherein we conceive your own orders have ferved to encreafe 
this growing difeafe, for which a fpeedy and effectual remedy is requircd. It is tr e, 
you have been pleafed to indulge your fervants with a larger remittance than you 
allawed the preceding year; but by lowering the exchange, and cutting off int »reft 
for a complete year after bills are prefented, you throw every advantage on the fide 
of foreign remittances, and in a mannor oblige all who are not pofiefled of very 
opulent fortunes to have recourfe to the French and Dutch. To free m z. har.s, and 
your fervants who have been more than a year out of your employment, the terms are 
fo very difadvantageous, and the proportian they can be allowed fo fmall, thet we much 
fear left many will be tempted, and find means, in defpite of our utmoft endeavours, . 
yo remit the whole or a part of their fortunes in fpecie, which would ftill prove more 
injurious to the country than even remitting by foreign tunds. ; 

29» All thefe particulars being fully weighed and confidered, we imagine you will’ 
be of apinion with ws, that the balance, whatever it may be, of trade in favour of 
the country, will very inadequately compenfate for the lafs af thofe fums; which 
have iffued at all quarters from this province. It is indeed difficult to afcertain ex- 
actly what this ballance really is, fince it can neither be determined by the arbitra- 
tion of exchange, where no exchange with foreign countries exifts; nor be com- 
puted from the cuftoms, where the whole trade deth not pafs through ane regular 
channel. We can only judge by the bullion imperted ; and that is much too in-. 
confiderable to eafe the apprehenfions we entertain of the moft alarming confc-. 
quences. 

30. Thofe difputes, in which we find ourfelves unavoidably engaged with the 
agents of the other European companies, become alfo a fubject of the mof ferious- 
attention. We have, by every reafonable indulgence and concefhon, endeavoured 
to filence their clamours, but without effect. While the manufactures of the coun- 
try are infufhcient to anfwer the demands of each company,.thére muf arife differ- 
ences. The French and Dutch feem equally defirous with us to enlarge their inveft- 
ments beyond the former amount ; infomuch, that were the natives utterly excluded 
fem thofe privileges to which they have a natural and unqueftionable right, it is 
matter of doubt wheth rp there would bea fufficiency for the companies. Your fer- 
vants too, who are denied every other means of imp ving their fortunes, cannot 
with any degree of juftice be fhut out from all particip tion of a trade in which 
they have ever been indulged. Neither is it poffible, nor ay it be thought reaton- 
able, that free merchants permitted by you to reftde and trade at the Prefidency, 
fhould be deprived the ufual advantages, whereby only they are enabled to carry on 
any commerce by fea. 

31. Under thefe difficulties you muft expe& the complaints of natives and of fo- 
reigners will grow louder every day, unlefs y = fhould determine to facrific that ef- 
fential point to your intercft; the remitting hme by arge inveftments ~- b.>-efir 
of your acquifitions. In the prefent a of tł wé fee no remedy except one, 
which r ‘ay be thought ideal, namel the enter. : into an agreement with foreign 
compani js for providing their in ¢ftments to a sertain annual amount. This we 
mentiat rather as a hint, upon which you may px flibly improve, than as a meafure 
we fh prefume to adopt, until a certain plan thail be adjufted between the com- 

home, and recommended to their agents abroad. Moit certain it is, that 
fome conci: ting fteps taken in Europe can alone present the jeaioufies and differ- 
ences fubfiittin: in this country, from terminating m an optin iupture, as foon as the 
French fhall find themfelves furiicicntly eftablifhed on the * Coat, and powcisul at the 
+ Mands,to enter upon tuch enterprizes. 
92. By 
The Coah of Coromandel. + The Ifand of Mauritius, Bourbon, &c. 
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. 32. Sy advices lately received from the Coaft, they have already refumed their 
former >ractices of fecretly exciting difturbances, by a clandeftine underhand corre- 
fponder.ce with our enemies. A letter tous from the Secret Department at Fort St. 
Geo-ge intimates fufpicions that the French on the ifland of Mauritius are actually 
correi onding with Hyder Naick; and private letters of a later date affirm, that 
fever French officers are gone over to Hyder Naick and the * Subah ; which, if 
true, caves not the leait room for doubt of their being countenanced by their fu- 
periors. Th Ietter referred to from Madrafs being long, we have not bcen able to. 
get ic tranfcribed tn the book of letters, without detaining the difpatches. 
33- Uporr Mr. Be zher’s arrival he took his feat in Committee, agreeably to your- 
appointment. Durin the time Mr. Rudel held his feat, we muft, in juftice to that 
ntleman; acquaint ycu, that he purfued the bufinefs of the Committee, and your 
intereis, with great zea’ and capacity. . | 
34. As moft of the tranfactions of this Board ftand fully expreffed on the face of 
our proceedings. we fhall decline entering upon a review of particulars, and beg 
leave to*refer to the proceedings themfelves, which are now under difpatch. We- 
have the honour to forward the Prefident’s couinuy vcorrefpondence ; a duplicate of- 
our Letter by the Mercury Packet was tranfmitting by the Hector, lately dif- - 
atched. 
35. The Secretary requefts your excufe, that feveral of the public papers go home 
written in different hands, which could not be avoided, on account of the death and 
ficknefs of fome of. the gentlemen employed in the office.. 


We have the honour to be, &c. - 


H: VERELST, J. CARTIER, R. BECHER, A. CAMPBELL.- 


NOs... 
To the Honourable the Court of Direffors €&c. 


HONOURABLE SIRS Fort William, Oét. 6, 17674- 


The detention of the ford Holland, owing to the ficknefs that prevails among 
her people, affords us an opportunity of acquainting you with fuch particulars of the 
firuation of your affairs on the Coatt as are come to our. knowledge fince clofing our. 
difpatches under date the 25th ultimo. 

The Subah of the Deccan having joined his forces to thofe of Hyder Ally, the 
yited army was moving towards thofe ales which open -into the Carnatic, in .the 

urhood of ‘Trinamalley and Changama, and to the weftward of Pondicherry 
and Fort St. David’s. In the letters f ọm the Coaft the numbers of the enemy are 
not fpecificed ; but from the beft acc unts we hav. obtained, thofe of the Sukth are 
no wav formidable, and the troops : uder Hyder A.'v do not exceed ten or twelve 
thoufand men. 

To this enemy the Prefidencv have oppofed an arm’ confifting of eight hur Ired 
Europeans, five thoufand of the Company’s fepovs, and a train of fiy ficia 
pieces, under command of Colonel Jofeph Smith. Colonel Wood has under him 
another body of troops comrpoted of five hundred Europeans, and five thoufand of 
the Company’s and Nabob’s Sepovs, with ten or twelve pieces of cannon. 

It 
The Subah of the Deccan, 
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It was inténded to effect a junétion before they endeavoured to bring the onfede- 
rates to a devifive action. In the mean time Colonel Smith declined comii g to an 
engagement, that nothing might unnecefiarily be put to the hazard; bu, as the 
Colonel had pofitive orders to fight, and could not be at a great diftance fr»m Co- 
lonel Wood’s detachment, we are in daily expectation to hear of a battle. 1 or are 
we very folicitous about the event, if the officers perform their duty; fince . finer 
army in numbers and difcipline was never at any time fent by the Honourable Com- 

any into the field. 

The detachment of three battalions of fepoys fent from hence tor the aefence of 
the northern Sirears, muft by this time, we flatter ourfelves, ha e reached Vizapgapa- 
tam; and probably the report of fo confiderable a reinforce ent will operate pow- 
erfully on the conduét of the Subah, who hath not for ma v years beheld fo great 
a force tranfportcd from onc Piefidency to another. With this detachment joined 
to the troops already in the Sircars, we hope the gentlemen at Madrafs will be able 
to profecute the prop ved expedition to the Subah’s capital, which will not only 
oblige him to draw off great part of his army from the Carnatic, but cut off his 
refources, and fpread general counernation over the face of his country. 

Bengal being for the pretent in a ftate of perfect tranquillity, we have deter- 
mined to lend the moft vigorous fupport to the meafures they are purfuing on the 
Coaft. For this purpote we are, at their requifition, preparing with the utmoft ex- 
pedition all the fthipping in the river, to tranfport to Mazulipatam, or Fort Sr. 
George, the whole of the firft brigade, commanded by Colonel Joleph Peach ; but 
as the feafon is far advanced, and it will require fome time to clear out the Europe 
fhips and embark the troops, we have dircéted three of your floops to be got in 
immediate readincfs to convey to Madrafs two hundred Europeans for the fecurity of 
the Prefidencv. 

It is in confequence of advices received that the garrifon is much weakened by 
detachments fent off to Colonel Smith, that we entered upon the refolution of em- 
barking this detachment in vetlels which, from thcir fize and conftruétion, are likely 
to make the quickeft paflages fo late in the feafon. Experience hath fhewn us, 
tha. co fecure your inveftments and collcétions, it is neceffary not only to keep off 
actual danger, but tu.guard againft all apprehenfions for the fafety of the Pre- 
fidencr. 

From thefe vigorous meafurcs we doubt not but the ubah will have reafon to rc- 
pent his temerity, and be reduced to fuch conceffions as-will leave the gentlemen 
at Madrafs to profecute their fchemes for the extirpation of Hyder Ally, whofe 
growing power, fooner or later, threatens danger to the Honourable Company’s 
pofieMens in the Carnatic. 

We are forrv to acquaint you, that f vera] parts of the country have been much 
expoted to inundations from the overflowi.''of the river, whence Mr. Sykes is ap 
prehenfive I-ft the inveftment and revenues mav fuffer. Wet as thofe accic ‘nts we 
alway; the moft alarming on their fir appe: ance, we entertain great hopes the da- 
mage will prove Jefs confiierable han is imag ed. 

Mr. Sykes requefts you wil! accept his ic it grateful acknowledgements for the 
favourable opinion vou are teafed to entertain of his conduét, and his affurances 
tha his utmoit diligence fhe 1 be exerted to merit the continuance of your favour. 

The “matches trom the jublic department, by the Lord Holland, were clofed 
and ready `o proceed down th> river, on the 26 ult. when Captain Nairne reported 
co the Boar! the ficklv condition of his fhip, and that not three feainen were able to 
Pand the deck. T vis unfortunate circumftance has occafioned a delay of feveral days, 
curing which we have ufed our utmoft endeavours to furnifh him with men, by 


taking 
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taking ı p all vagrants and ftragglers from fhips, who are in themfelves a nffifance to the 
fettleme it. As the people gre now recovering faft, and the prefent appearance of the 
monfoo is extremely favourable, we flatter ourfelves the Lord Holland will {till clear 
the b with eafe, and fuffer, in courfe of her paflage, no confiderable lofs of time 
from he paft delays. l 

Sin e clofing our difpatches of the 25 ult. we received from Colonel Smith a re- 
port ot © hr 6 cannon, which report was made a number in the public packet, 
and we hope will ngage your ferious confideration. As the beft teftimony of the 
Dadnefs of the meta. and mifconduét of the founder, we fhall direćt the cannon to 
be fant down, and wil forward it to England by the firft conveyance. All the fmall . 
arms ve have this year ‘eceived, appear to be of fo good a quality, that although you 
have p‘id an advanced ‚rice, yet from the fervice they will perform, it # to be pre- 
fumed the Company will in the end find themfelves gainers by changing their 
contracts. 


We have the honour main, acc. 


H. VERELST, JOHN CARTIER, R. BECHER, A. CAMPBELL. 


No. XI. 


To the Honourable the Court of Direéfors, Se. 


HONOURABLE SIRs, Fort William December 16, 1767- 


Since our addrefs to you by the Lord Holland, a duplicate of which goes 4 number 
in the packet, fcarce any material change of circumftances in Benge} has occurred. 
Your affairs, civil, military, and political, continue to flow in the 
channel, and have at prefent the appearance of much ftabilitv 

You will, however, obfery from our proceedings, that Colonel Smith’s letters to 
the feleét Committee, reprefent as extremely fufpicious the Nabob Sujah al Dow- 
lah’s inclination towards the gr Company. This judgment the Colonel founds 
upon the diligence which the Nabob exerts in forming his army, and eftablifhing 
his influence, as well as upon Sie rumour that he is preparing for a rupture. 

Without fuppofing Sujah al Dow lah entertains defigns, either contrary to the faith 
of treaties, or inconfiftent with the moft obvious dictates of common prudence and 
policy, we are of opinion thete apperr .ces, from which Colonel Smith draws his 
conjectures, may be as naturally explained upon the general principles adopted by all 
the powers of India. Like other Princes iz his fituation, he-wifhes to recover that 
degree of influcnce he once held in ‘ae empire, -nd by uniting with is i> regulating 
the affairs of the Deccan, he propofc.. to himielf the ‘ureft method he could fuggeft for 
obtaining his purpofcs. All his lett .rs to the Prefidex.- fince the war broke out uron 
the Coaft, are filled with plans of operations, and {chi nes of alliance, which tend to 
his own aggrandizement, by means of cur fupport. fhe riendfhip of the Englif 
he confiders as the foundation of fuccefs; neither ca*. we imagine, after œe late exs 
perience he has had of our fuperiority, that he will enture upon a trefh trial of our 
ftrength, before he has fully recruited his army, ‘ep enifhed Fis treafurcs, eflobiifhed 
himfelf in his country, and cemented a friendfb p with powers able and willing to 
fupport his views. 

Yet 
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“Yet although we are induced by thefe reafons to-treat Sujah al Dowlah w :h great 
‘delicacy, and carefully to conceal every fufpicion of his fidelity, we think it, equifite 
to obferve his conduct with circumfpection, and check in the beginning thoi: tymp- 
‘toms of ambition that may in time become dangerous. The Prefident has w. h this 
view tendered our acknowledgments for his offers of affiftance; but at the fame time 
-afilured him, that the far on the Coaft was by no means an object of cur united {tr ngth, 
-nor a fufficient caufe why he fhould increafe his forces at a great *xpecce, which 
might ferve only to produce conjectures to the prejudice of the «siendfhip and har- 
‚mony that fubfift between him and the Company. i 

As the Nabob has himfelf recommended our keeping a F igade in his cou»try 
‘and continuing in -poffefiion of Allahabad, we entertained n: doubt but he ould 
‘readily conrply with the Prefident’s requeft to ftop his levie and reduce his orces, 
‘fince we confidered a propofition fo incompatible with any views he might have to a 
‘rupture, as an earne f his fincerity ; and we have now the pleafure ‘to acquaint you, 
‘that-he has already ere ‘ron the meafures recommended. 

In order, however, that not cic ieaft apprehenfion of danger fhould remain, we 
directed Colonel Smith to keep the moft watchful eye upon the Nabob’s conduct ; 
and have alfo determined that the firft brigade fhall remain in their prefent ftation, 
-until we have the moft fatisfactory affurances of fecurity to thefe provinces. 

Before thts letter can reach your hands, you will probably receive by the Heéctor 
a detail, from the Prefidency of Fort St. George, of their operations caainft the 
‘Subah and Hyder Ally. -Our advices from thence have not lately been explicit 
-enough to convey a diftinét idea of their prefent firuation and future profpects. We 
-underftand the advantage obtained over the enemy has proved lefs decifive than was 
at firt imagined; and that Hyder Ally is now acting in the field, while the heavy 
rains oblige the troops of the Prefidency to remain in cantomments. Such appearances 
‘of vigour in a country power are uncommon, and give reafon to apprehend the war 

ay be protracted to a much greater length than will prove convenient to your affairs; 
although, with reSreét to the iffue, we cannot entertain a doubt. ‘The detachments 
"WE nass alreacy icr.*. joined to the forces of the Prefidenmcy are, with any tolerable 
conduct, more than faiNctent rò beat aH the Indian powers from Cape Comtorin to 
Dehly. For this reafon we have fafpended the propofed embarkation of the re- 
smainder of the firft brigade, that we may mot unneceffarily incur an extraordinary ex- 
pence, and expofe the troops to fatigue and dangers that may be avoided: but they 
fheall be held in readinefs to proceed at a day’s notice, whenever circumftances may 
require their fervrce. 

Pante advices from the coaft intimate, that matters will foon be accommodated 
with the Subah; and from the filemce up = this fubjeét obferved in the public letters, 
we imagine that means are devifing to feparat lim from his prefent alliance, in order 
they may be the more difengaged to profecute the war againft Hyder~Ally. | 
Should thefe conjectures be well found 4, we} ve only to wifh the Sabah had been 
‘rendered more fenfible of the impo ance of our jiendfhip before he had experienced 
our generofity. It was always ur opinion, expreffed in the ftrongeft terms to the 

tlemen at Madrafs, that mo, cace in which mutual ftipulattons were allowed, would 

permanent; that * Nizam \lly fhoald firft be reduced to abfọlute dependence ; 
that mea%--*s fhould be taken o confine the ambition of our neighbours at Pondi- 
cherry to th: precife limits of t 2 treaty; and that the moft exact knowledge of the 
Subah’s Ean er and connections fhould be obtained, before he was reftorcd to his 
dignity. What degree of influenci thefe fentiments may produce in the counfels of 
yur Prefrdency at Fort St. George, ve carmot at prefent determine; but as we have 


itherto acted in the moft perfeét harfiony, it is probable our arguments will be eet 
lowe 





© The Subah of the Di rcan. 
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Jowed heir perfect weight. The letters which have paffed between us, as they ftand 
record d on the face of our proceedings, will explain our fentiments more pary 
ticula iy. 

Ir corfequence of the demands upon us from the coaft, we have been obliged to 
refu e thofe reinforcements to Captain Kinloch, for profecuting the Napaul expedition, 
whick he thinks nteceflary for fucceeding in the attempt; and as the enterprize mutt 
now be deferri AYO a more convenient opportunity, Mr. Rumbold has arders to recall 
the detachment, “keeping poffeffion, however, of certain lands bordering on the 
Petteä couñtry, Wich be onged to the Gourcullah Rajah, fo rich and fertile as 
am ly to indem: ify ı ʻe charges incurred. We have reafon to believe there has been 
fom mifconduét in tl > officers employed, or forgery in the intelligence which gave 
birth ‘p this expedition. elfe Captain Kinloch, with the force he comnfanded, muft 
have fucceeded in relieving the Rajah, and opening that comrurication with Bahar 
from which we expected very confiderable advantages to the o1 nerce of this coun- 
try. he ftriéteft enquiry fhall be made into everv umitan e, and yoo will be 
made acquainted with the particulars, we hope, by one of the fhips of this feafon. 

In our proceedings we have efitered an account of the actual collections of the re- 
venue in the province of Bahar, during the courfe of the laft year, and alfo an eftimate 
of revenues to be colleéted agreeabl > to the Kiftbundee of the prefent year. Without 
any remarks from us, thefe accounts are themfelves fufficient teftimony that the 
collections have been regularly kept up, and every way anfwerable to the expectations 
we gave in our letter by the Lord Holland. 

We find numbers in the packet, the broken fett of our proceedings from the laft 
difpatch to this date, to which we beg leave to refer for fuch points as demand your 
more attentive confideration. 

Before we clofe thjs difpatch, it is proper you fhould be acquainted, that, at their 
requeft, we furnifhed the- Prefidency of Fort St. George with three lacks *; and 
will in a few days fend them a farther fupply of five lacks+. The fcarcit f filve 
which already prevails, obliges us to make this remittance in gol itv ithttandine 
we are fenfible that a very confiderable lofs will arife, upon ccount of the high 
valuation of the gold mohurs. We forefee the difficulti s before us in making 
provifion, agreeably to your orders, for glam China with filver bullion even for 
this feafon; and have therefore requefted the gentlemen at Madrafs to purchafe for 
that purpofe all the filver they can procure: fince, notwithftanding the Mocha fhips 
are arrived, the filver imported into the river, during the whole courfe of the year, 
{carce excecds a lack of rupees f=. We have before repeatedly requefted your attention 
to the coifequences of this exportation of bullion; and we now beg leave to recom- 
mend the fubjeét to your moft ferious < ‘ideration, affuring you, that fhould we 
Gnd it at all praéticable to make the ufuai remittances next year to China, the meafure 
will prove fral to your iiveftment, and ruinous to t'e commerce of Bengal, by 
giing the entire command of the filver curie ^v to foreign nations, who very po- 
liti] refufe to receive gold into their trcafuries fo. bills. 


We havt the honour to be, &« 
H. VERELST, JOHN CARTIIR, R. ECHER, A. CAMPBELI. 
I SU P- 
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To the above advices we beg leave to fubjoin, that we have received aut entic 
information the French Council at Chandernagore have reduced their exchan; e on 
bills granted on their conftituents, to twenty-fix pence for the current rupee, o* ore 

ny lower than the exchange allowed to your fervants, ftipulating, at the fame time, 
that only bills for half the amount paid in fhall be granted for this afon, and intereft 
upon the remainder, at the rate of fix per Cent. per annum, unr bills are given the 
enfuing year. 

This policy in them we muft regard as a convincing proof of the truth of tole 
argu nents urged in our letter by the Lord Holland, that le wering your exc 1ange 
would throw the -r7 "a command of money into the hands of foreigners, and enable 
thei...to forw tr e .avoitments, by means of early advances, in defpite of all our 
endeavours. They „ave nu ` their freafury, at a low intereft, a futhcient 1um for 
beginning the enfuing inveftment fome months fooner than otherwife they could 
advance arupee ; and this additional advantage accrues to them from reducing their 
exchange, that where you gain one penny upon the exchange of the rupee, in the 
timited fum allowed to be remitted froin hence, they gain two pence in the exchange 
upon the much larger fums employed in making their inveftment. Every means in 
our power fhall be exerted to convey to you the fruits of your late acquifitions; but 
while all poffible advantages reft in the hands of our rivals in trade, we muft expect 
to encounter many difappointments and difficulties. 


H. VERELST, JOHN CARTIER, RICHARD BECHER, A. CAMPBELL. 


No. XII. 
To the Honourable the Court of Directors, Se. 


HONOURABLE SIRs, Fort William, Jan. 5. 1768. 


Our laft addrefs, under date the 1$th ultimo, waited on you per Norfolk, and a 
duplicate thereof we have the honour to tranfmit by this conveyance. l 

We have as yet no reafon to deviate from our opinion with regard to Sujah al Dow- 
lah’s conduét. Theexpreffions in his lete othe Prcfident, of his attachment and 
fidelity to the engagements he has entered into with us are as warm as ever; and he de- 
clares, that the troops he latelv levied “ere intended for the fole purpofe of acting in 
conjunétion with your’sin the Dice , had his offers of fervice been accepted. We 
expect, however, he will give s a more convincing | roof of his affertionsa}y 
a f{peedy reduction of his for 2s, which, the Fcfident has been informed, he has 
begun. 

In confequence of advices r ~eived from the gentlemen at Madrafs, of Hyder Ally’s 
having aga’n taken the field, e immediately determi wd on fending Colonel Jottph 
P ach to Mazulipatin, with « complete company of grena liers belonging to | is 
regiment, fifty artillery-men, one ely -pound r, two fix pounders, on howitz, and 
ro al, with an ample fupply of ttore for immediate fervice. “I his dctachime nt, W ith the 
European troops b fore fent, and th © of the Prefidcncy ftationcd in tie Sirears, will 
form a corps of more than five | tndred Europeans rank and file, exclufive si e 

artillery 








A P PE N BS FT.» Of 
_artiller * and Sepoys ; a force, we doubt not, very ft ficient to reduce the whole province, 
if fuch a plan fhould be adopted. Colonel Peach accordingly embarked a tew days 
after u th his detachment in the fhip Egmont, the commander whereof had orders to 
land tk əm at Mazulipatam? and afterwards to proceed to Madrafs with gold to the 
amour: of five lacks of rupees*, and other confignments he had on boaid for that 
Prefi .ency. 

As the detachments we have lately fent from hence make a confiderable reduction of 
our force, it is poffible that fome of the country powers may yentu e to make 
attempts on thef@ rovinces. This is a cicumftance that has not efcaped our mature 

onfideration ; for, .>gardful of the danger which may threaten us at home, and con- 
fia -ing the convenie t fituation of our troops employed in the Deccan between the 
two ’refidencies, we h wwe acquainted the gentlemen at Madrafs, that we referve fo 
ourfel es the power of 1 ‘calling the troops under this eftablifhment whene er the moft 
preffing, exigency of our affairs may require it; and the Prefident has, in his inftruc- 
tions to Colonel Peach, directed him to pay an implicit obedier . a. uld it be judged, 
expedient to fend him fuch an order. 

y private letters fince received from Fort orge, under date the 28th of 
November, we learn, Hydér Ally, fo far from being intimidated by the victory latety 
obtained over him by your troops, breathes nothing but vengeance, and is refolved 
to truft his future hopes to the iffue of a fecond engagement; that your army, con- 
fitting of one thoufand Europeans, feven battalions of Sepoys, and fixteen pieces of 
cannon, has taken the field under the command of Colonel Jofeph Smith, and is 
marched to the relief of Amboor, a ftrong fortrefs, againft which the onemy had erected 
feven batteries ; that Colonel Wood had alfo marched from Trichinopoly with a de- 
tachment of five hundred Europeans, four battalions of Sepoys, and twelve field- 
Pieces, to form a junétion: and the fame advices, which are indubitable, inttmate, 
that-the Prefident and Council there had accepted fome propofals made to them by the 
European officers of Plyder Ally’s army, by which they engaged to revolt, with all 
his European cavalry and Japafs regiments, or to turn his cannon againft him on the 
day of action. 

The remainder of the firft brigade, under the command of 
Pemble, is gone into cantonments at Ghyretty, where it is near at hand to reinforce 
the detachments already fent to Mazulipatam, or even to proceed to Madrafs, fhould 
the fituation of their affairs there r quire our further affiftance. 

The Prefident has again received letters from Jat oojee and Ragoo-naut Row, de- 
manding pa irert of the Chout; and we are informed that the latter of thofe chie s 
has aflembled an army at Berar, with wh’ch he u pofes toe t r Hiido’tan. Altho’ 
we are not under he! aft apprehenfi ns from th.t cı rter, wec mmunic ted this in- 
tellig nce to Co n l Smith, wlo ftill rema. `~ vith the third br'g de at Allahabad, 
and h ve d-fred lim to keepa wat hful- ~ over th acti ns of the Mahaia tas. 

Weh ve alfor civ dadyi ^, that Rajah Na raindoo has conp led Mr. Lov e, the 
gx flentatG rj m,toretreto Teza apatan 2. iy.taftoptotheiit c ife between 
ti twolrfiic c thro @ I1s courtrn. 
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laft fhip of this feafon. This, we flatter ourfelves, will be fatisfactory, as yc1 may- 
thereby perceive, at one point of view, the ftate of your recctpts and iflues: ‘or the 
whole year. y 

MIr. Campbell being neceffitated to proceed to Europe in the fhip now un ler dif- 
patch, has refigned his employ of Secretary to our Board. We muft here, in ‘uftice 
to that gentleman, affure you of the high fenfe we entertain of the zeal, attention, and 
abilities, with which he has purfued your interefts, during the courfe of his long fervices 
in this branch of your affairs. 

We have thought proper to nominate Mr. Ffloyer to fucceed h*:a, who has accord- 
ingly received the charge of his office, and has a feat and voice at our Board in r+ 
abfence of any one member. 

We have the pleafure to tranfmit you by this packet a cor plete fet of book, and. 
papers for the year 1767, as per accom panying lift. 


We have the honour to be, &c.- 


H. VERELST, JOHN CARTIER, RICH. BECHER, CHARLES FFLOYER. 


No. XIII. 
To the Honourable the Court of Directors, Bc.. 


HONOURABLE SIRS, Fort-William, Feb. 3,. 1762. 


The fhort interval between the departure of the Europa, by which we had the 
honour ro addrefs you, and the prefent difpatch of the Earl of Elgin, affords us but 
littie matte: .o -communicate by this conveyance, more particularly as we have been 
expiiit m our auy.ces by the preceding fhtps of this feafon. 

After a long ftate of.fufpence we had been in for the ifiue of your military opera~ 
tions onthe Coait of Coromandel, we were this day agrecably relieved by the receipt 
of a letter from the Secret Department at Madrafs, under date the 15th December, 
advifing us that your army had, on the 7th of laft month, defeated that of Hyder 
Ally a fecond time, and had obliged him to retire with precipitation to Covrepatam, 
A copy of the letter, which is the only one we have received trom that Prefidency fi. ce 
the 20th November laft, we have the honour to tranimit a number in the packer, 
for your farther information. 

The overtures lately made to the Prefiderte of Fort St. George by Ruccum al Dowlak, 
for an accommodation between the Company and the Subah, we are glad to perceive 
were rejected with difdain. They ca» ot be too cautions in re-admitting to an allianc 
with them a man whofe perfidious conc!uct is itil fo very recent. A perfon fo unfleacdt 
in his conduct, and ambitious “. his natare, can never Le the real well-wither ef'a 
powcr he has fo much myure?’ : | 

We hope ere now the Is t divifion of our reinforcement to the Deccan, under the 
command of Colonel Joieph cach, is fafely arrived and entered upon the icene of 
action. A force fo forinida. le in itfelf, and fo little expected from a ditant feule- 
ment, wilh, we doubt noc, take a terrorin the Subah’s breait, and induce hima to 
avithdraw his forces from Hyder ? Hy, for the iccurity Gf kis own terniiteries. 

By letters fome time fince ree. ved from the gentlemen at Madrafs, (which being 
entered on the face of our procece gigs tranfautted by the Europa, we beg leave to 
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sefer yı u to) it appeared, that they laboured under great difficulties in the nomination 
of a Su vah to that province, in cafe Nizam Ally fhould, by an obftinate perfeverance 
in his ı juft meafures, oblige them to deprive him of his government; and they were 
éven p’:afed to requeft our opinion in a matter of fo great importance. We exprefied 
ourfe’- es with that unreferved freedom which we wifh may mutually fubfift between 
the two Prefidencies; and judging it expedient to fecure the King’s Firmaun for the 
nomination of fome other perfon, our Prefident was defired to apply for the fame te 
his Majefty, who has been pleafed to comply with his requeft, and, in a letter lately 
received from hit. he promifed to difpatch a blank Firmaun within five days of the 
date thereof; to be “lled up with the name of any perfon we may judge moft proper, 
fo: the fecurity and .vfting tranquility of your poffeffions on the coat- This is a 
pow: r we fhould be lo th to avail ourfelves of, excepting in a cafe of the utmoft ne- 
ceffity. and fuch we fe. r this will prove, if we can form our judgment fgom the pre- 
fent fituation of affairs. ` 





When we behold one of the fineft armies which had ever yet red in Hindoftan, 
taking the field againft a body of undifciplined troops, x xt entertsin’ a doubt 
but your arms will be attended with every defirabt es. Hyder Ally has already 


sag @ pa the fuperiority of your forces, and now that defertion has taken place 

in his army, cannot but be apprehenfive of the dangers with which he is threatened ; 

and we flatter ourfelves, that you will foon be compenfated by an honourable and 

lafting peace, for the war and devaftations which have too much of late troubled the 

repofe of the Carnatic. We conclude you will be fully advifed, from the Prefident 

=e Council at Fort St. George, of all their proceedings. fince the comunencement of 
oftilities. 

We have very fully reprefented in our letters of this feafon, by the Lord Holland 
and Norfolk, our apprehenfions of the fatal confequences which muft unavoidably 
attend the vaft exportation of filver out of this country : we now experienced them in a 
very alarming degre@, for it is difficult to procure filver at the Prefidency, in ex- 
change even for an hundred gold mohurs. If you will be pleafed to examine your 
treafury accounts, you will there find nearly to half the -mount of-j:0% tredfwre in 
gold; nor can we devife an effectual method for preventing an muft 
prove ruinous to the commerce of this opulent kingdom. To have ient to China in 
gold fpecie the whole amount of our remittance of * 24 lacks, would have been incur- 
ring a heavy lofs, and probably embarrafied your Council at Canton, in the provi- 
fion of your China inveftment. We were defirous of embracing every opportunity 
to check this growing evil, without falling fhort of the annual fupply ; and the gen- 
tlemen at Madrafs, in a letter to this committee, having recommended the fupplies 
being {ent in gold, provided Arcot rupees were not procurable, filver being them 
cheap. The Board-determined to fend onty one half in filver, and the remainder 
tn gold. We have the pleafure to ac,uaimt you, that + fixteen lacks have been al- 
peaks forwarded to that Prefidency for the China inveftment, and the remaining |Leight 
lacks will follow in a few days. 

Our Prefident hase tately received fome prcpofals from the French Governor at 
Chandernagore, for carrying on the inveftinent ot heir Company in conjun¢tion with 
your's, by Soe he a a proport >n as we may mutually judge equitable, and the 
whole to be conducted by your Gomaftahs. Should his prepofal, on mature deli- 
beration, be tound eligible, by preventing the frequert difputes which will ever un- 
avoidably arife while Gomaflahs are employed on the part of both nations; and that 
the provifion of your invitment will in no fhape fuffer, we fhall, asg preliminary 
article, infift upon their importing bullion for -he providing of their inveftment, 

| which, 
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which, without fuch a claufe, they may not do for fome years to come ; for, rf otwithe 
ftdnding eveiy precaution on our’ part, whilft remittances ftand as they pow do, 
it will bë out of our power to prevent their fully fupplying themfelves with v hatever 
fums they may require for bills on Europe. 

The country is at prefent in a perfect ftate of tranquility; but as this is the feafon 
for the Maharattas, and other country powers, to take the field, we cannct yet, 
with the leaft degree of certainty, judge of the meafures they may purfue; for which 
realon we conceive it is neceflary to keep the third brigade ftill at Allahabad; but 
fo foon as this neccffity ceafes, you may be affured it fhall be withe awn. 

By this: conveyance we have the pleafure to tranfmit to yoy” the broken fett e! 
our ptoccedings, and other books and papers, as per accom »anying lift, and ' ave 
the honour to be, with great refpect, &c. 


H.VERELST, JOHN CARTIER, R.BECKER, CHARLES FFLOYER. 





No. XIV. 
Io the Honourable Court of Direétors, Se. Se. 


HONOURABLE SIRS, Fort-William, February 9, 1768. 

We embrace the opportunity of the Northington’s difpatch, to acquaint you with 
fuch material occurrences as have happened fince our laft advices, under date the 
3d inftant, duplicate whereof we have the honour to tranfmit a number in this 

acket. 

E The town of Chandernagore having laft feafon proved unhealthy, from the great 
quantity of water which fettled therein, the gentlemen thoughrit neceflary to have 
a ditch made round it, with drains to carry off the water into the Ganges. This 
Pave uile tu > report which was communicated to the officers of the government, as 
the. firft Rep wo 's erecting a fortification, and they accordingly complained of it 
as fuch to the Prefident. Upon Mahomed Reza Cawn’s arfival in Calcutta, fhortly 
after he, and Mr. Chevalier the French Direétor, requefted that an engineer might 
be fent from hence to furvey that work. Captain Martin was accordingly fent to 
Chandernagore for that purpofe, who has given it as his opinion, that it could not, 
in any degree, be deemed a fortification, or anfwer any other purpofe than what Mr. 
Chevalier affured the Prefident it was intended for. 

We fhall ever encourage the Nabob’s vigilance, and affift his authority in putting 
an early and effectual ftop to the innovations of our European neighbours ; and we 
think it very neceflary to be circumfpeét o :r all their actions; confcious that the 
{tability of your valuable pofleffions depends greatly on their inability to difturb the 
happy ftate of tranquility they now enjov 

By the complete fett of country orrefpondence, tranfmittec by the Europa, you 
will.obferve that Janoojee, one of he Maharatta chiefs, is very folicitous in his de- 
mands for the Chout, which har regularly been pail during the latter part of Alliverdy 
Cawn’s government. Notwiti itanding the imperious ityie of his letter, we could 
plainly perceive, from the knc vledge we have acquired of the cuitoms and manners 
of the Maharattas, that he was ¢efirous to treat with us for the cefhon of Cuttack, 
and of which we have been lately affured by his Vackeel, a perfon of character and 
ftation, and who ftands high in the ‘teem of his matter. ii 
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The ‘refident, fince Mahomed Reza Cawn’s arrival in Calcutta, has, in conjunc- 
tion wit.: that minifter, had, feveral conferences with the Vackeel on the fubject ; 
who afli red them that his mafter would not liften to any accommodation for the 
ceffion vof Cuttack, and confideration for the Chout, on any other terms than the 
annual payment of fixtcen lacks of rupees *, to be accounted for from the time the 
Company took charge of the Dewanny of thefe provinces; and the Select 
Committee on their behalf to be guarantecs for the Nabob’s faithful performance of 
the treaty. In fup sort of the propriety’ of thefe demands he recited the promife 
fivade to his thafter by Mr. Vanfittart in the vear 1763, of paving him all the arrears 
of the Chout, on cond. ion that he did not join his forces tothe troops of Cofim Ally 
Cawn, the then Nabob~ and laid much ftrefs upon the affurances given him by Lord 
Clive, that whenever thi: treaty fhould be concluded, the annual ium ftipulated for, 
fhould commence from the-time the Company were invefted with rhe Dewanny of 
thefe provinces. After mapy debates the Vackeel confented, ‘vith ailiirances of his 
matter’s concurrence allo, that the rents which have been colleéted in Orifla during 
the above period, fhould be fet againft the annual arrears which he demanded. 

By fuch an agreement, and a proper examination of their accounts, the arrears 
will be confiderably diminifhed ; and although we muft expect, from the «ciftracted 
{tate of the Maharatta government, that they have not colleéted the whole amount 
of the revenues of that province ; yet we have reafon to believe, that under your 
government, and the immediate inipection of your fervants, they muy in time amount 
to, if not exceed, the annual tribute demanded. 

As this was a matter which we deemed of the higheft importance, fo it has en- 
gaged our moft ferious attention. When we confidered the many benefits which 
muft naturally refult from thus uniting the Company’s territories on the Coaft with 
your valuable potiefions in Bengal; a ftep which will complete the chain of your 
influence and dominion from the banks of the Caramnafia to the fartheft extre- 
mity of the coaft of Coromandel; a meafure that mutt tend fo great'y to tha pre- 
fervation of both fettlements, by the mutual fupport it will enable them at all times 
to give each other; the removing at once every pretence of tie Maharattas for 
difturbing the peace and tranquillity of thefe provinces, and the fhock it will give to 
their ftrength and power whenever it may be found neceflary to feparate fo principal 
a member as Janoujee, who, during the whole courfe of his negociations, has ex- 
prefied an earneft defire to enter into an offenfive and defenfive alliance with us: all 
thefe confiderations having been attentively weighed and debated in Committee, we 
refolved to acquiefce in the propofals of the Vackcel, and to bring the treaty to as 
fpeedv a conclufion as pofhible. Our Prefident has accordingly fignified our affent 
in a letter to Janoojee, and has requefted. of he Nabob to agree to it on his part. 
Copies of the propoied agreements on the’ part of the Nabob and us being entered 
after our proceedings, we beg leave to refer vou to them; and we flatter ourtelves 
our conduct herein will meet with the honour o: vour fanction an:l approbation. 

Jn our addreis by the Norfolk vou were made acquainted with our reafons for not 
reintorcing the detachment under the command of Cantam Kinloch, in order to-ef- 
fect the firft. intention of the expedition to Napaul. We attributed the failure of 
that enterprize to a mifconduct in the com:nanding oficer, and accordingly directed 
Mr. Rumbold, chiet of Patna, to order Captain Kinloch to repair thither, that a 
court of enquiry might fit on his co:r.duét. But Mr. Rumbold, in his reply to our 
letter on that fubject, having fet forth the many unturmountable and unavoidable 
accidents which that officer met with in the courfe of his march, which occafioned 
the failure of the expedition, we countermanded our orders for recalling him; and 
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directed him to fecure the acquifition of lands in that country, which we hope will 
fully indemnify the Company for the charge incurred on that enterprize: it being 
our determined refolution rot te make a fecond attempt, while there is any proba- 
bility of a further reinforcement being wanted from hence for the affiftances of the 
Madrafs Prefidency. 

= Mahomed Reza Cawn, who frequently complained to the Prefidency of the de- 
clining ftate of his health, occafioned bv a-continual application to the bufinefs of 
the government, has lately requefted our permiffion for the nonmnation of fome per- 
fon to afhift him, as he may be frequently rendered incapable #f attending himfelé to 
the bufinefs of the Cutcherrv, or any other accident fhould befal him ; and @com- 
mended Fatty Ally Cawn, who had for fome time paft be-A affifling, and whom he 
fhould as fully as in his power inftruét in the bufinefs. We deemed his requeft but 
reafonable; and. Mr. Sykes informing us that the perfon recommended was of in- 
teprity, attention, ahd abilities, we readily confented to-his appointment. 

We muft, in juttice to Mahomed Reza Cawn, exprefs the high fenfe we entertain 
of the abilities and indefatigable attention he has fhewn in the execution of the im- 
portant truft repofed in him; and we cannot but lament the profpect of lofing his 
fervices from the prefent declining ftate of his health. 

It is with pleafure we obferve, that fo fmall a fum only as rupees * 46,205.14. 3 
was deemed irrecoverable, from the outftanding balance of the Bahar revenues for 
the laft year, amounting to rupees t 541,327-1211-6. Mr. Rumbold’s conduct in 
the colleétions has met with our entire approbation ; and we do not doubt, but the 
tour he propofes to make through the different parts of that province will afford him 
an opportunity of making a more minute adjuftment of the revenues. Mr. Sykes's 
late journey to the Dinagepore and Purnea countries, affords us a profpect of the 
good effects which are likely to enfue from a ftri€t examination into the ftate of the 
collections. The frauds, embezzlements, and a variety of atrocious crimes com- 
mitted by the Zemindars and officers of the government invefted with the charge of 
thofe collections appear in the moft glaring light, the timely detection whereof may 
be productive of a confiderable increafe of your revenues. We have the accounts 
at prefent under examination; and in the, mean time have recommended it to the 
minifters to make very fevere examples of the offenders, in orderto deter others from 
the like practices in future. 

We highly commend the Zeal, attention, and affiduity with which Mr. Sykes has 
exerted hinfelf for your interefts on this and every other occafion, which has fallen 
under his department. 

Having reafon to believe that fome Europeans ftill continue in different parts of 
the country, carrying on a trade ther ša alefiance of the repeated orders of the Se- 
let Committee, we have again laid pofitive injunctions on the chiets of Subordi- 
nates and commanders of the brigades, to apprehend and fend down immediately go 
the Prefidency all fuch perfons who may be found without a proper licence from 
the Seleét Committee, or the Governor. For thoroughly perfuaded as we are, 
that fuch a practice is fubverfive of the peace, tranquillity, and good government 
of this country, we are determined that our ofders fhall be ftrictly obeyed. - 

Mr. George Vanfittart has tranfinitted to us feveral abftracts of the collections in 
the Midnapore and Jellafore provinces, with fome other papers relative thereto, 
written in the Bengal language. Wee have directed him to fend down to Calcutta, 
the perfons from whom thofe accounts were taken, that they may be fworn to, attefted, 
and recorded in the Mayor’s Court. In the mean time the Bengal papers are ordered 
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to be teen fated, and we hope to fend them to you properly authenticated, by the Ad- 
mari Pococke. 

By povate advices whi h the Pretidcit nas lately reccived from Cotonel Jofeph Peach, 
commanding the (ovp in The Deccan, dutined asaini livder-abal, we ic arn, that 
they ha! acivanced within efortv-four Cais of that city, a! LCE havin tase. Cemamet, 
a irons fortress, and another fort called Weileseale: that the ‘Colonel wes only 
waiting for a faupple of mulquet ammunition to proceed on his journey; and thart the 
enemy have httle or no force to onpofe them. 

3v lerters whieh the VPrefident has alo received from Madrafs, we are informed, 
that Ruceun al Dowfah, the prime minifter of Nizam Ally, Subah of the Deccan, had 
beciafor iome days nesociating with Colonel Joteph Smith, for an accommodation be- 
tween the St bah and the isnelith ; and for thts purpote it was kud, that Kuce.n al 
Dowlah i intended to procyed !o Madrats, finally to conclude with the gentlamen there 
qa treaty of peacc, onthe pait of his matter, who feem, by their laft advices, inclined 
to encourage the advances made by the Subah for that purpofe. 

We have, fince our latt difpatch, received feveral letters from Colonel Smith, cons 
cerning his fentiments of the conduct of Sujah al Dowlah ; but as we have no 
rea‘on to alter the opinion we have hitherto entertained of the Vizier, we have only 
to refer you to the Colonel’s letters, which appear upon our proceedings. 

We have the pleafure to tranfinit you by this packet, the broken feit of Committee 
proceedings fince the laft difpatch, and other papers as by the accompanying litt. 


We have the honour to be, &c. 


H. VEREULST, J. CARTIER. K: BECHER, C. FFLOYER. 


No. XV. 
To the Honourable the Court of Directors, ce. 
HONOURABLE SIRS, Fort William, March 24, 1768. 


The difpatch of the Admiral Pococke, the laft of vour annual fhipping, affords us 
an opportunity to advife you of the occurrences which have happened fince our laft 
addrefs, under date the 2gth ultimo, a duplicate whereof we have the honour to 
enclofe. 

Munnecr al Dowlah’s conduct, fince his return to Allahabad from the Prefidencvy, 
has caufed a difcontent in the mind of Sujah <! Dowlah. The authority which he has 
afflumed over the royal houfe, and particularly of the Vizarut, which the Nabob 
Sujah al Dowlah was invefted with at our requeft, gives us too much reafon, to con- 
clude he has filled the royal ear with ideas uni: vourable to the Vizier, as well as the 
folemn engagement we have entered into. When we confider the haughty difpo- 
fition of a perfon, whofe reputation and influence are very confiderable in the empire, 
we cannot be furprifed if he takes ofence at being deprived of thofe honours he is 
entitled to, and which, with a lavifh hand, have been conferred upon another; who, 
in reality, is a fervant ‘of the Vizier’ S, and placed by him near his majefty’s perfon. 
He has, on many occafions, reprefented to our Prefident, the uneafinefs fuch a con- 
duét has given him ; reminded him of his appointment to that dignity when the 
treaty was concluded, and fignified his carneft defire, through our mediation, to be 
invefted with the authority thus with-held from him by the jealoufy of the King, 
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abd the artifices of a favourite fesvant. He has repeated affurances that we will 
religioufly adhere to the treaty fubfifting between us: and Munneer al Dowlah has 
béen told, that his late conduct has incurred our difpleafure ; and that we expect, if 
he reyrards our friendflip, he will make proper concefhiofs to the Vizier, for the dif- 
te(pectful behaviour he has obferved towards him. 

Sujah al Dowlah, in his letters to his majeity, folicits to be admitted into the 
royal prefence, and to a fhare in his councils and adminiftrations ; but his folicitations 
have not yet had the defired effect. 

- By a letter from Colonel Sir Robert Barker we perceive, with pkeafure, the profpect 
of a reconciliation between the. Vizier and Munneer al Dowleh. He therein ac- 
giuainta us, that the fermer,is defirous of an interview at Faiz, abad, and we haye di- 
tected him to prevail upon the latter'to accompany him thither. We do not doubt 
but a meewng will be. efiected, and that the fatbject of the prefent difputes wilh be 
terminated to the fatisfaction of the King and his Vizier. 3 

We can hardly expect: that his majefty will confent to Spjah al Dowlah’s ence 
near his royal perfoo,,:net indeed is that 4 point infifted on; but we think it but ju 
and reafonable he: fhould:be <onfulted with, and informed of all material tranfactions 
at' cow; as thy teal df the Vizârut is in his name, and actually made ufe of as a fignet 
to the roval mandates. : : 

-Should the-Kiop petfitt im his -refufal to admit Sujah al Dowlah, again to his ho- 
nours, wé fhall. ferioufly. refmind him of the folemn engagements we have reciprocally 
entered into, for the fecurity of his majefty’s periton, the defence of Sujah al Dowlah’s 
dominions, andthe peacé and: tranquility of thefe provinces. We fhall alfo point 
out to him,the ill confequences which may attend a rupture, which he thus endea- 
vours to effect,. witha man formidable ag Sujah al Dowlalf’;. and: although it is our 
determination to adhere inviolably to the treaty we have made with his majefty, we 
muft not forget that we are equally bound in friendfhip to Sujah al Dowlah. 

" By letters from the fecret department at Miadrafs, we have the pleafure to be in- 
formed they have concluded a treaty with the @ Subah, and that a deputation was fent 
to him to fee it ratified. ‘The:Prefident having in private ldtters from thence re- 
ceived a copy of -the terms which have been mutually aflented to, we conclude a 
knowledge of them will afford you fatisfaction, and have the honour to tranimit them 
to you a number in this packet. 

We beg leave to congratulate you on an event which. promifes fo favourable a 

fpect of reducing Hyder Ally, and effectually fecuring your poflefiions on the Coatt. 

“he yebel thus deferted by the Subah, diftusbed by the Maharattas, and threatened 
with the lofs of his poffeffions on the Malabar Coaft, by a confiderable detachment 
of your forces, which the gentlemen of Bombay have deflined for that fervice, mutt 
foon fall a facrifice to his ambitious praiccts ; and his ruin will, we hope, eftablith 
a lafting peace and tranquility in the Carnatic, and fix your poffefions on a perma- 
neni and fplid bafis. | | 

The demands made on us from the Prefidency of -Madrafs, for the fupport of the 
war, amount to“ 20 lacks of rupees. We have determing to Jupply them with + 12 
lacks from your treafury, and have defired them to appropriate three lacks for that 
ufe from the fums we have rémitred thither, for me fervice of your China inveftment. 
They will, by fuch means, be furnifhed with an immediate fupply of f 15 lacks of 
rupees, to enable them to -profecutc the war againit Fisder Ally ; and we have pro- 
mifed them a farther fum of § five lacks early in September, fhould they require it. 

The great demands which have been made on thig Prefadency for .fupplies of mo- 
ney from every quarter, have reduced your treafuty to avery low flate, and mo 
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for the confequences which muft inevitably attend fuch a vaft exportation from this 
country. Weare apprehenfive that the very great fearcity ot filver muit affect your 
inveftment for the enfuing teafon, as it is with the utmott ditliculry we now procure 
futhcient for the immediate neceilary advances for that purpote. 

We have fo frequently repretented to you the fatal confequences with which we 
are threatened, by the great cxnportation of filver from hence, that we are perfuacdec 
you will leave no meatures uncflected to relieve us from our approaching diftrefstul 
itate. 

It is with great concern we obferve fo great a part of our proceedings filled with 
difagrecable altercations between Colonel Smith and the Seleét Committee. We with 
to preferve that harmony and unaninrity which has fo long fubfited between the 
members of this Board, as we are fenfible fuch a conduét alone can tend to the prof- 
perity of your affairs, and to preferve that degree of fubordination which is happily 
eftablifhed among your fervants. In order, therefore, to remove evcry caufe fer 
future dilconrent between us and the Colonel, we have very fully pointed out to him 
the authority which we deem vefted by. our honourable employers in us and in our 
Prefident ; and we doubt not but fuch a ftep will be produétive of that harmony ia 
future, which we are defirous to effect. i * 

A difference in opinion amongft us may eafily arife, and cannot be deemed a crime 
in any perfon; but we with to preferve it within proper limits; as. we can never admit 
any fingle member of our Board to aét independently, and even without previoufly 
confulting us, in matters of the greatcft importance. As we entertain the moft fa- 
vourable fentiments of the merit and abilities of Colonel Smith, we cheerfully confent 
to refer the fubjeéts of our differences to your impartial determination. 

Weare forry it is not in our power to tranfinit you by this conveyance, tranflates 
of the Bengal accounts of the Midnapore and Jellafore colleétions, which we before 
advifed you had been fent us by Mr. George Vanfittart, as they are very voluminous, 
and require firft to be tranflated into the Perfian language, and from thence into En- 
glifh, which our time will not admit of. The abftraéts, however, now wait on you 
numbers in the packet, certified by our Secretary to be true copies of the origi.al 
papers, tranfinitted from Midnapore. 

Wee have the pleafure to tranfmit you Mr. Sykes’s correfpondence with the Zc- 
mindars, and other ofhcers of the government; the broken fett of our proceedings 
{ince the lait difpatch, and other papers as by the accompanying lift. 


We have the honour to be, &c. 


FI. VERELST, J. CARTIER, R. BECHER, C. FFLOYER. 


~ 


No. XVI. 
To the Honourable *he Court cf Directors, €&c. 


Ho. Siz ss Fort William, April 10, 1763, 


We had the honour to advife you in our addrefs by the Admiral Pococke, under 
date the 24th March laft, of all material occurrences in your affairs under our di- 
rection, and to tranfmit to you our proceedings down to that period of time; a 
duplicate of thofe advices now waits on you a number in this packer. 
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We have been favoured with your commands bearing dates the 2oth November 
3767, the 12th January, and 16th March 1768, by the feveral fhips of this feafon, 
to which you may be affuredall due obedience fhall be paid, unlefs a deviation from 
any part of them may be deemed moft conducive to your intereft. Senfible of the 
important truft repofed in the Seleét Committee, their warmeft endeavours have been 
exerted to uphold the influence you have happily acquired; and to fecure upon the 
moft permanent foundation, your great and valuable poffeffions in thefe provinces. 
We are happy to perceive the fuccefs with which their labours have been crowned, 
has rendered it unneceflary for you to continue to us thofe fuperinteniding powers 
with which they have heretofore been vefted. The concluding of treaties, difburfe- 
ments of money, and the fupreme power over your military, will therefore in future 
be conducted by your Prefident and Council ; and we fhall continue in the manage- 
ment of your political concerns, and the collection of the Dewanny revenues, within 
. the limitation prefcribed by your late orders. 

The Prefident and Council having referred to us the 55, 56, and 58 paragraphs of 
your letter to them, of the zoth November 1767, we forwarded the fame to the re- 
fident at the Durbar, with directions to tranfmit to us all his accounts of the revenues 
adjufted to the 31ft July, in timc, if poffible to be laid before that Board, and fent you 
by this opportunity. 

The 23, 26, 30, 31, and 32 paragraphs of your commands to us, dated 16th 
March, have likewife been fent to Mr. Sykes. We have direéted him to reprefent 
to the minifters the impropriety of their holding lands under the country government ; 
and that it is expected they will difcontinue that practice in future. We dire 
him alfo to draw out an account of the charges of collections in the Dacca province, 
and an account of alt difburtements whatfoever, which have caufe¢ deductions from. 
the annual amount of its revenues; which, when tranfmitted to us, fhaH be for- 
warded for your particular information. 

We have recommended to him to obtain information from the minifters, how far 
the introduction of our laws of inheritance, which you have been pleafed to: pomt 
out to us, may affect the claims of the country government over the natural rights 
of the native. 

The Poonah was held at Murfhed-abad, with the ufuat forms and folemnity, the 
34th May laft; the Prefident being unable to affift thereat in perfon, by reafon of his 
ill ftare of health, Mr. Cartier proceeded up to the city on that occafion, and offi- 
ciated in his ftead. The eftimate then formed of the revenues, to be collected in 
the prefent year, is entered upon the face of our proceedings, which we have the 
honour to tranfmit by this conveyance; and we beg leave to refer to the letters ad-. 
dreffed jointly from Meffrs. Cartier and Sykes, for a particular explanation of the 
manner in which the ftatement is formed. 

Thofe gentlemen deferred the holding of the Poonah as long as it could prudently 
be done, without endangering the gnmrrent collections, in order to bring in as much, 
as poffible of the ourftanding ballances of lat year. They are as imall as we could 
reafonably expeét; and have arHen from the remarkable imuodation of laft featon,. 
and other cafualties, unavoidable ia the collection of revenues in a country of fuch 
vaft extent. You will be plcafed to obferve, that among the ballances incurred, is. 
one lack * of rupees, occahioned by a deficicncy in the revenues of Dinagepore ; not- 
withftanding Mr. Sykes aures us, he has paid the greateft atrention to the collections 
of that province, from a fufpicion of many frudulent practices having been com- 
mitted there by the Zemindars and other officers of the yovernment, and the very 
oppreflive meafures they have purfued towards the farmers of thefe lands. Every 
pofible endeavour has been ufcel in obtaining the balance from the late collector of 
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thet province. He at firt feemed willing to pay that fum; but at length abfolutely 
refufed, unlefs he was reinftated in the management of ge and Dinagepore, and 
permitted to take thofe countries on his own terms. So infolent a refufal, and a pro- 
pofal fo injurious to your intereft, induced the minifters to difmifs him from his 
employment; and we are exerting our utmoft endeavours to recover the ballance 
due. 

Mr. Rooke is, for the prefent, at Dinagepore, in order to convey fuch informa- 
tions to the refident at the Durbar as he may obtain, of the mal-practices purfued by 
the officers-entrufted with the management of the collections in that province: but we 
have itri@ily forbid that he interferes in any degree whatfoever with the country 
government; and we have directed that he remain no longer than is abfolutely ne- 
cefiary for that fervice. 

The accounts of Meerza Coffim, the late Fouzdar of Houghly, are ftill under 
the examination of the minifters. Frauds have already been difcovered therein, to the 
amount of * 420,000 rupees; of which fum, + 100,000 rupees have been recovered 
into the treafury at Murthed-abad. : 

Mr. Sykes has reprefeated to us the inconvenience he muft labour under in traniact- 
ing the bufinefs of the Durbar, from the Council's ety appro riated Midnapore 
houfe to the ufe of the chief at Coffimbazar; which place he has for fome time paft 
made his principal refidence, by reafon of the unhealthy fituation of Mooty-jeel. e 
could not, with the leat degree of delicacy to that Board, take this matter again. 
into confideration; and he was therefore told it fhould be referred to the decifion 
of you, our honourable employers. 

The Bahar colleétions have this year been nearly adequate to the preceding. Mr. 
Rumbold advifes us, that the revenues being almoft collected, he propofes making 
a tour through that province, accompanied by Rajah Seétabroy, and to fettle the 
Bundabuft for the*enfuing year, from which tour we flatter onrfelves that we fhalt 
acquire a more exact knowledge of the ftate of that province. | 

The Nabob, Sujah al Dowlah, having completed | in his letters to the Prefident of 
the mi‘condué& of Gomaftahs trading in his dominions under the fanétion of the 
Englifh name, we did not hefitate to give him an early proof of our regard to his 
reprefentations ; and accordingly came to a refolution ar rohibiting all your fer- 
vants, as well as other Europeans reiiding under your direttion, from carrying any 
trade, directly or indirectly, beyond the provinces, after a certain time lirmteġ for the 
adjuftment of their cutftanding concerns, under pain of confifcation of his goods, and 
difmifiion from your fervice, if a covenanted fervant; and if a free merchant, or 
other European, the immediate lots of your protection. Such orders have been Hfued, 
and fuch precautions taken in the pofting of officers at the different flattons on the 
rivers, as have enforced this regulation in the moft effectual manner. 

Having on all occafions matt reigioufly fulfilled the articles of our treaty with 
the Vizier, we entertained hopes that our attachment to his interefts would drfpel 
every fufpicion whith his jealoufy of owr fuperior influence might probably have 
created in his breaft; but fo far from having produced that happy effect, we have 
too much reafon to believe that bis unbounded ambition wall make him regard us 
rather as his rivals for power, than his fteady friends; and that his attachment to us 
proceeds from his inability to deprive us of that reputation we have eftablifhed in an 
empire, in which he and his family have borne the moft exalted flations in the 
royal ho- fe. 

The Nabob centinues to be extremely folicitous to be invefted with the fuh au- 
thority of Vizier, and to enter upon the functions of that office. The King 1s equally 
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‘wverfe to the Nabob’s requeft, and ive in refufing bim any other power than the. 
nommal dignity. Our mediation has been folicited by them both, and our repre- 
fentations have not been wanting; but the imperious conduct of the Nabob toivards 
his royal mafter, and the enmtty fubfifting between them, will, we apprehend, prove 
an infuperable bar to their reconciliation. 

`. We cannot but with concern obferve, that our fentiments with regard to Sujah al] 
Powlah’s conduct greatly differ from thofe we had the honour to tran{mit to you by 
the fhips of laft fcafon. Events fince that period, will, we doubt not, juftify the 
change ;: and make it a duty incumbent on us, as we regard the welfare of the Com- 
pany, to adopt every prudent meafure for evading the blow it is not; impoffible he 
may be meditating again{ft their. valuable poflefions in thefe provinces. When we 
confidered the very rapid progrefs he has lately made in his levies of troops; his ex- 
traordidary vigilance in the difcipline of his army; the reports which we have reeeived 
of his inviting auxiliaries into his fervice, at a time when perfect tranquility remed 
nha iar gee the empire; the connections he is forming with different powers ; 
the eftablifhing a foundery, which has already fupptied him with a quantity of can- 
nom for: field fervice ; and his amazing improvement in the making of {mall arggs, 
whach are by no means inferior in quality to the very beft exported to India: all 
thefe were circumftances which naturally demanded our moft ferious attention, and 
compelled us to refolve upon lofing as little time as poffible in arriving to fome de- 
gree of certainty with regard to his future defigns, 
eo fteps towards the fecurity of your brigade ftationed at Allahabad, we 
i lately came to a rcfolution of eftablifhing a magazine of provifions in that 
fost for.their maintenance, and on fending up a fupply of * ten lacks of rupees for 
their fubfiftence, as foon as the ftate of the Murfhed-abad or Patna treafury fhould 
enable us to appropriate fo large a fum for that purpofe. 

Senfible of the vaft importance of the fort of Chunar to Sujah al Dowlah, in cafe 
he fhould come to an open rupture with us, we have directed Colonel Barker to re- 
inforce the garrifon we have at prefent therein, fhould he have reafon to judge fuch a 

neceflary from the future operations of the Nabob. It is a matter that requires 
the utmoft delicacy, and as fuch we have recommended it to the Colonel: who, we 
are perfuaded, will take every precaution in effecting it, fhould it become neceffary. 

The next and moft important meafure adopted, was the appointment of a de- 
pe to proceed to Allahabad, to reprefent to Sujah al Dowlah, in penon, the 
ufpigions which his late conduct has created; and to endeavour, by a candid invefti- 
paton of facts and friendly arguinent, to convince him of the inviolable faith with 
which we have on our parts adhered to the treaty; and require his reafons for fo con- 
fiderable an augmentation of his force, at a time when even the moft remote danger 
to his poficfions was not to be apprehended; and that we have taken this method of 
communicating to him our fentiments, which we hope will convince him of the fin- 
cerity of our attachment, and our earneft defire of continuing the friendfhip which 
has fubfifted fince the treaty. But if, contrary to our moft ecarneft wifhes, he fhould 
be deaf to every remonftrance of this nature, the deputation is then empowered to 
requett his majefty will order the immediate reductign of his force, as a ftep effentially 
neceffary for his fafety and our own, and to acquaint the Vizier that we are deter- 
mined to enforce an obedience to the orders of his royal mafter; fince we hold it ab- 
folutely and indifpenfibiy neceffary to prevent any one neighbourmg power acquiring 
fuch degree of ftrength or power, as may enable him to difturb the general tran- 
quility of the empire. This meafure will not, however, be purfued, until every per- 
fuafive arguiment is become of no effect. we 
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The more effectually to fucceed in our negocifations when the rainy feafon fhalt be 
paft, we intend to direét the fecond brigade to march to the Caramnafia. We are 
of opinion that when the Nabob perceives our fixed determination to bring this 
matter to an iffue, it will make him reflect ferioufly on the impropriety, not to fay 
folly, of his conduct. à : 

The Prefident moft readily tendered his fervices on this occafion, notwithftanding 
his ill ftate of health for fome time paft; but the Seleét Committee not deeming 1t 
neceflary to put him to the inconvenience of undertaking fo long a journey, ap- 

inted Mr. Cartier and Colonel Smith two members of the deputation, and ap- 
plied to the Council for the nomination of Mr. Ruffelas a third; for there being only 
three remaining members of the Seleét Committee (the number you have diredted 
conftantly to be on the fpot to tranfaét the bufincfs of this department) another 
member from our Board could not with propriety be fent. Thefe thre gentlemen 
will actordingly proceed up the country as foon as the Valentine’s difpatches fhall be 

The inftruéctions with which they are furnifhed will plainly evince our ear 
neft defire of preferving the peace inviolate, and to accommodate matters with the 
Vizier on the moft friendly terms; and we are perfuaded that the gentlemen, to 
whom we entruft this important negociation, will exert their zealous endeavours to 
accomplith the wifhes of your Sel Committee, and to fix the general tranquility 
on a permanent bafis. 

Be atfured, gentlemen, it is with the utmoft reluctance that we find ourfelves re- 
duced to the neceffity of making hoftile preparations againft any power of Hindo- 
ftan ; but more particularly againft a prince, whofe attachment and fidclity to our 
caufe we have attempted to engage by every friendly office in our power. The 
fecurity of your territorial poticffions call aloud for theie meafures ; and we fhould be 
wanting in duty and fidelity to the valuable truft repofed in us, if we remained inat- 
tentive, whilft fo refpectable a power is daily increafing. Our refolutions upon this 
important point have not been the work of an hour, they have refulted from 
repeated and mature deliberations. To them, therefore, as they ftand recorded upon 
the face of our proceedings, we beg leave to refer you; and we hope the meafures 
deemed neceflary to be purfued will have the honour of your approbation. 

From the abovementioned circumftances you will no doubg perceive the impracti- 
cability of removing the third brigade from its ftation at Allahabad, which has cor- 
tinued there at the particular requifition of the King and Sujah al Dowlah. We 
must, on this occafion, exprefs our great aftonifhment at the pofitive orders you have 
lately fent us, for withdrawing that brigade, under pain of being rendered refponfible 
for all the confequences which mav eniue from its continuance. Such an abfolute 
reftriction, without permitting us upon the fpot to judge how far from time and cir- 
cumftances fuch a meafure may be purfued, muft, we apprehend, on fome tuture 
occafion be productive of the utmoft evil confequence to your affairs. In the pre- 
fent cafe for inftance, did we not regard your interefts above every other confidetra- 
tion, you mighr pofhbly, bv an immediate execurion of your orders, be reduced, in 
the fpace of a few weeks, from the moft flourifhing fituation to the loweft diftrefs. 
Sujah al Dowlah would then have the King at his mercy, and might obtain that 
right to your pofiefions, by which you now hold them. He would then bave no 
curb on his ambition ; and being thus left at large to purfue his hoftile intenrions, 
might, with eafe, enter thefe provinces with a numerous body of cava!ry, harrafs 
your troops, without putting it in their power to bring him to an action; and de- 
ftroy thofe very countries from which you receive fuch immenfe revenues; but as 
our army is now ftationed, the third brigade is a check on all our ncighbours, and 
more particularly on the Vizier. z 
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We are alfo concerned to find tha: our refolution, on the approach of Abdal- 

» to raife a body of Mogul horfe, does not meet with your approbations We 
came to this refolution in coafequence of Colonel Smich’s reprefentations of the ab- 
folute neceflity of entertaining a corps of cavalry, fhould there be a profpect of real 
fervice. We judged it indifpenfibly neceffary to give the Colonel this power; at 
the fame time we {trongly recoimmeaded to him not to make levies, unlefs the fitu- 
ation of affairs fhould abfolutcly require it. You will find that ous recommendation 
had all the effect we could defire; fince on the rumour of Abdalla’s return, the 
fervice did not require that you fhould incur the Icaft unneceflary expence, nor was 
a fingle horfeman entertained, 

But we are obliged to enlarge on this fubjeét from the prefent fituation of your affairs. 
Ft never will be our intention, in any cafe whatfocver, to raife a body of horfe fo nu- 
merous as te oppofe the thoufands of cavalry that may be brought againft us; but 
we cannot conccive it would be warrantable to rifk not only the perfons af your 
commanders in chief, and principal officers of your army, but perhaps fuch onvoys 
on the fate.of which the fuccefs of our operations might folely depend, to the very 

recarious fidelity of the troops of another power. You have only three hundred 
Korte in your pay; a number Ey no means fufficient for the ordinary guards and pa- 
troles of the camp. Without cavalry it would be impoffible for your officers to 
conduct their operations ; fince they could not at any time reconnoitre the enemy’s 
fituation, without marching a large corps of infantry for a covering party; and 
making this a common practice, would harrafs your army beyond meafure. ‘The fe- 
curing of convoys is a point of too much importance to truft to any other troops than 
thole in your own pay. In fhort, it feems the opinion of all the principal officers of 
die army, that in time of fervice a fimall body of cavalry is indifpenfibly neceffary. 
Hfowever, you may reft perfe€tly affured, that on this, as well as all your other or- 
ders, we fhall never depart from the fyftem you have prefcribed, unlefs the fervice 
fhould abfolutely require it; and then we fhall obferve the greateft occonomy. 

Colonel Barker informs us that Abdalla is making preparations for marching 

in towards Hindoftan. ‘That he left Cabéol in May laft. and joined his army, 
which had taken the field ; and that a part of it, reinforced by the neighbouring 
powers, 1s marching towards Cafhméer, Multan, and Lahôre; but we do not find 
this intelligence confirmed by later advices. | 

Jewhar Sing, the chief of the Jauts, was affaffinated on July laft, by an unknown 
hand. We do not hear that his death has caufed any great commotions, his bro« 
ther, Row Rutten Sing, having fucceeded him without oppofition ; and has wrote 
to our Prefident, expreffing his hopes of the continuance of that friendfhip towards 
him, as fubfifted with his predeceflor. "The Nabob Sujah al Dowlah is preparing to 
march his army to the affiftance of Achmed Cawn Bungifh, one of the Rohilla 
chiefs, as he intimates, at his particular requifition. 

By letters from the fecret department at Fort St. George, we obferve they are pur- 
fuing with vigour their operations againft Hyder Ally. The main body of their 
army, joined by a detachment of Colonel Campbell, are encamped within twenty- 
five miles of Bengulou; a ftrong fortrefs, on which the rebel places at depend- 
ence, having fubdued the feveral forts laying between their army and their own gar- 
rifons. Hyder Ally is alfo encamped near that place with his whgle force, confifting 
of eleven thoufand cavalry and infantry, and determined it feems to defend it to the - 
laft extremity. The fiege we doubt not is e'er now commenced ; and as the extirpa- 
tion of Hyder Ally will greatly depend on the fuccefs of your arms in that enterprize, 
we fhall remain in a ftate of anxiety, waiting for the iffue, 
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The great number of cannon and ftores they have acquainted us is heceffary to 
enable them to carry on the fiege, has induced us to refolve on fending them a fup- 
ply of fhot by the firft conyeyance which offers for the Coaft ; and as they ftilfl con- 
tinue to reprefent to us their urgent occafions for meney, we fhall alfo embrace 
the fame opportunity to fend them .as ample a fupply as the ftate of our treafury will 
admit of. 

The detachmefit under Colonel Peach in the Deccan has been lately employed 
aa Narraindoo, and the other refractory Zemindars of the Chicacole Sircar. 

e has poffeffed himfelf of a fort belonging to the former, which was evacuated on 
his making a praticable breach ; and he, with his fcattered army, is retired to his 
ftrong holds among the mountains. The Colonel is at prefent at Kimedy ; and the 

entlemen at Madrafs, upon a rumour of Nizam Ally’s difaffection to their caufe, 

ave thought it neceffary to keep that detachment, either to remain as a check over 
the ret zllious conduct of the Zemindars, or for the prefervation of the Sircars; 
fhould «he Subah attempt*any hoftile meafures againft them. | 

The Prefident and-Council at Bombay, at the requeft of the Madrafs Prefidency, 
fitted.out an armament, confifting of three fhips, many fmall veffels and boats, with 
‘five hundred Europeans, and eight hundred Sepoys, againft Hyder Ally’s poffeffion’s 
son the Malabar coaft, which they reduced on the firft of March, together with the 
greateft part of his fleet. The rapid fucceffes of this armament would have bedh 
attended with the greateft confequences, in fupport of the meafures purfued by yout 
army. on the Coat, had they been permanent. But the return of Major Gowin and 
Mr. Warfon to Bombay foon after, with a principal part of their marine force ‘and 
fome Europeans, on account of the approaching tiny feala, encouraged Hyder Ally 
to march -a great part of his forces to Mangalore in perfon, with hich he threatened 
the re-capture of this important fettkement. The major part of the parrifon, tho’ 
confiderable in ftrength, ftruck with a panic at his approach, inftead of making re- 
fiftance as foldiers, moft fcandaloufly abandoned their poft, and retired to Tillicherry, 
and the remainder fuffered themfelves to be. taken prifoners in the fort, with afl 
their ammunition and warlike ftores. Thus was the Myforean reftored on a fudden 
to thofe valuable poffeffions, which the lofs of muft have greatly difconcerted him in 

his military operations on the Coaft. An event highly favourable to his caufe, as 
the neighbouring ‘powers may poffibly be impreffed with an idea of his fuperior 
fkill and courage, and will hardly now be prevailed upon’ to jom our arms againft 
him. 

Their defeat, and the loffes incurred by that expedition, have reduced the garrifon 
at Bombay fo very confiderably, as to difable them from attempting a fecond entet- 
prize, unlefs reinforced from your other fettlements. They have reprefented this 
matter very fully to the Prefidency at Madrafs, and requefted of them to apply to us 
for affiftance, fhould they be unable to afford them any from thence. On any fuch ap- 
plication being made to us, we fhall readily grant them every affiftance that will be 
compatible with our own fituation. ic 

The Prefident and Council having determined on not returning the fhip Admiral 
Watton to Europe, we thought it moft advifeable to fend her round to Bombay, 
whither fhe will prove an additionaf force to their marine, fhould they attempt a rhe 
cond enterprize againft Hyder Ally, and if not wanted for fuch fervice, fhe might 
either be difpofed of there to equal advantage as at this port, or fent round to Madrafs 
with a cargo of cotton, to affift that Prefidency in the remittances for their China in- 
vefiment. For this purpofe we recommended to the Council their ordering the necef- 
fary repairs to be made to her, and fhe is now under difpatch. 
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The French at Chandernagore having of late taken up large fums of money in filver 
{pecie, and tranfmitted the fame to Pondicherry, we were apprehėnfive that fuch a 
proceeding muft be productive of dangerous confequence¢ to this country, unlefs a 
{lop was put to it in future, and therefore recommended to. the minifters of the go- 
vernment to prohibit all exportation of filver from thefe provinces, and to impofe fuch 
penalty on difobedience as they might think proper. And it being alfo neceflary to 
reprefent to his majeity the many evils arifing from the very fmall quantity of filver 
imported for fome time paft by the French, Dutch, and other European nations into 

is dominions, we earneftly cntreated him to fend fuch orders on this fubjeét, to the 
Subah-dar of thefe provinces, as he might judge molt expedicnt for the eafe ahd happi- 
nefs of his fubjects. | 

We havekept in remembrance the orders you were pleafed to fend to the Prefident 
and Council, for tranfmitting to you fuch intelligence as they may be able tc obtain 
of the French nation at the iflands. We are fecking an intelligent perfor to fend 
thither, under a pretence which may give the lcaft caufe for fufpicion of our defigns ; 
and from thence to proceed to England, in order to communicate to you the difco- 
veries he may have made. Many difficulties occur to us in the profecution of fuch a 
{cheme, but none greater than the fixing upon a proper perfon for the occafion ; if 
we fucceed in that, you may be affured of our readinefS to carry your orders into 
execution. 

When we confider the very large fums of ‘money with which the French agents at 
Chandernagore have already been fupplied from Calcutta, for bills granted on their 
Company in France; the draughts made this feafon on individuals at'this fettlement, 
to the amount of * thirty lacks of rupees, payable to the Council at Chandernagore, 
and others on Madrafs for + ten lacks, payable to their agents at Pondicherry ; we 
are very ftrongly induced to fufpect they are referving a fund in India for fome future 
occafion, it being well known, they are already amply fupplied for carrying on their 
inveftments of this year. 

We are alfo apprifed of ten fhips being deftined from France this feafon, feven of 
which the French intimate are to be fold, and to remain in India. ‘That they have 
already about four thoufand of his moft Chriftian majefty’s troops at the iflands; ant 
it cannot admit a doubt but that many of thofe veffels are taken up for the tran{porta- 
tion of a further number. So alarming a force, at a place from whence it is difficult 
to procure the leaft information of their defigns, has induced us to have a vigilant eye 
over our fortifications, which have been almoft intirely put a ftop to, from the want 
of arcificers and materials; we have recommended to the Council to prohibit all pri- 
vate buildings and repairs being carried on in Calcutta, or its environs, after the firft of 
November next, in order that no future impediments may be met with in putting the 
new fort in a pofture of defence as expeditioufly as poffible. 

It requires no great depth of judgment to forfee, that the affembling fuch a num- 
ber of forces at the French iflands, can bode.no good to your fettlements in India. 
Nor are we without our apprehenfions, that whenever the Frer.ch are in a condition to 
cope with our nation in Europe, they will make fome attempt in India; and even this 
may happen, previous toa declaration of war. £.ad as trom the fituation of the iflands, 
they are fole matters of rheir own time of opcrations ; it is more than probable, that 
the firit intelligence of their intention will be the appearance of a French fleet in Bal- 
lafore road. | 

As we judged it moft advantageous to have gun carriages, as well as all wood and 
tron work required for the fervice of the new fort, conftructed by contract ; we rc- 
ceived propofals from three fubftantial perfons refiding in Calcutta, and deeming rea- 
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fonable the terms they offered, we directed the Committee of works to enter into 
contracts with them accordingly; and we fhall be careful to have this work infpected, 
that it may be executed ir the itrongeft and beft manner. The expence of materials 
will be thereby reduced toa degree of certainty, and we hope greatly diminifhed. : 

It is with great concern we acquaint you, that differences of opinion haye arife 
between the Prefident and Colonel Smith ; but as they are in general of fuch a nature 
as fall more particularly under your cognizance, and ftand fully recorded upon our 
proceedings, we beg leave to refer them to your decifion. | 

The Colonel, upon his refuming his feat at our Board, expreffed his aftonifhment 
at a minute delivered in by the Prefident, on the roth February lat, whercin he ftooxt 
accufed of having counteracted the meafures purfued by the Prefident in the courfe 
of his country correfpondence, and perceived that the fame had been tranfmitted to 
you without his previous knowledge. The affurances he then gave us of his igno- 
rance « f the tranfa€@tion, which gave caufe for iuch an accufation, was fo entirely fa- 
tisfactory to us, that we not only condemn the falfe and ill-natured reprefentation of 
Munneer al Dowlah to the Prefident on this occafion, but are under much concern 
left our opinions thereupon, which were tranfmitted to you by the Admiral Pococke, 
fhould induce you to entertain fentiments unfavourable to the Colonel; and it is with 
pleafure we embrace this early opportunity to affure you, that fo far from entertaining 
fuch an idea to his prejudice, we can with the utmoft confidence afhrm, that he has 
convinced us of his earneft defire to co-operate with us, in any tranfaction that may 
redound to your honour and intereft. 

We hope, and have reafon to flatter ourfelves, that, in future, deliberations will 
be conducted with that harmony fo defirable to ourfelves as individuals, and fo highly 
effential for the well governing of your affairs. 

Colonel Smith having exprefled his ftrong defire of returning to Europe by one of 
the early fhips of this feafon, we reprefented to him, that his prefence was neceflary 
until the iflue of our negotiations with Sujah al Dowlah was known. On this repre- 
fentation he chearfully aflented to proceed up the country as one of the members of 
the deputation. But as he has requefted you fhould be informed of his intention to 
refign his commiffion as foon as your affairs will permit, we deemed it neceflary to give 
you this information, and at the fame time take the liberty of recommending, in the 
{ftrongeft manner, Colonel Sir Robert Barker to your favour; and we hope that fo 
many years diftinguifhed fervices, his general good character, his abilitics as an of- 
ficer, and his attachment to vour fervice, will induce you to confirm him in the ap- 
pointment of the command of your forces, after Colonel Smith’s departure. 

We have, as yet, received no more than feven hundred recruits this feafon from 
Europe, of the number deftined for this fett!lement, notwith{tanding all your Coaft- 
-and-Bay fhips are fafely imported. We mutt fuppofe that the remainder are on the 
Bombay fhips which you have ordered to touch at Madratfs, and have therefore re- 
quefted of the gentlemen there to forward them to us by the firft opportunities after 
their arrival ; as, without them, it will be impofble to torn: vour military eftablifhment 
in the manner vou have been pleaicd to direct. 

You will perceive, by the treatgry account tranfmitted to vou by this convevance 
from the Prefident and Council, that it is entirely out of our power to comply with 
your difcretional orders for fending five hundred thoufand pounds in fpecie to Europe 
by the fhips of this fesfon. To the great fupplics we have furnifhed vour Prefidencies 
of Fort St. George and Bombay,vour fupercargoes at Canton, and to the confderable 
tncreafe of your inveftment here, muft be imputed the very low ftate of vour trea- 
fury. Experience confirms us in the fentiments we have repeatedly expretitd to You 
concerning the exportation of buliion froin thofe provinces, and it becomes a matter 
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ef fN more inportant confideration, as foreign nations, who were aocuftomed to imr- 
port fuch large quantities of bullion for the purchafe of their cargoes for Europe, 
are no longer under that neceffity ; fince by bills from, ahd by draughts on Europe 
they obtain an ample fufficiency for ‘aH their occafions. Ard here we cannot but re- 
mark; that the very great reduction you have been pleafed to make ‘inthe rate of ex- 
change, will undoubtedly contribute to the prolongation of this evil. > 

e have the honour to tranfmit you a number in this packet, a tranflation of the 
account collections in the. province of Midnapore and` Jellafore, in conformity to 
your farmer directions, atrefted by the Mayor ; together with a return of. the army ; . 
the country correfpondence ; and the broken fetts of our proceedings and ‘letters, re- 
ceived arid fent fince the laft difpatch, for your particular information s- and have the > 
honour to fab{cribe ourfelves, with great refpeét, &c. 3 


H. VERELST, JOHN CARTIER, R. SMITH, R. BECHER. C. FFLDYER 


P.S. Colonel Smith figns the foregoing letter 
tothe Honaurable the Court of Directors, 
with -this refervation, that he does notin- 
tend thereby to contradict any opinion 
that he has.already entered on-record. 


No. XVII... 
Lo the Honourable the.Court of Directors, e. 
Hon. SIRS, Fort. William, November 23,.176% 


No material occurrences have happened in your -affairs -here.fince the difpatch of 
the Valentine, when we had the honour to addrefs you under date the 1 3th. Sept. laft ; 
duplicate and triplicate thereof now wait on you by the fhips Verdt and Kent. . 

Miefirs. Cartier, Smith, and Ruffel, fet out for Allahabad, on the bufinefs of the 
deputation, foon after the departure of the Valentine; and we hope are ere now ar- 
rived, having left Patna the 7th inftant. | 

‘The important truft repofed in them has made them defirous of acquiring, „during 
the courfe of their journey, every poffible informatian of the-ftate of affairə above ; 
wad the fame motive has urged us to give them from time to time ours. unreferved 
fentiments on fuch further meafures as appeared to us neceflary for them to purfue.; 
leaving to them, however, upon the fpot, the power of carrying them into execu- 
tion, or otherwife, as they may judge moft conducive to the good. of your fervice 
When we confidered that the principal difficulty they may- probably encounter will 
be in perfuading the Nabob Sujah. al Dowlah to a reduction of his force ;. we re- 
commended to thofe gentlemen to confent to the Nabob’s retaintng troops to the 
number of ten thoufand infantry, and ten or twelve thoufand cavalry. From this 
force we can have nothing to apprehend; and we think it will befufficient to enable 
him to preferve that refpect from the neighbouring powers, which he has hitherto 
maintained. ‘To aman of his ambitious and vain-glorious difpofition, there cannot 
be a greater difgrace, than the public knowledge of fuch. a reduétion muft necef 
fatily occafion: We have therefore fignified to the deputies that we think fo mor- 
tifying a circumftance may be evaded, by their prevailing on him to make a = 
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ef the remainder of his troops as recruits to your brigades. Such a meafure would 
prevent the general odium he muft otherwife incur from the feveral powers of Hin- 
<doftan, and, inftead of it, muft convince them.of his fteady attachment to your 
interefts. . 

We flatter ourfelves, that matters will be amicably fettled with the Nabob, as it 
muft evidently tend to your intereft to preferve an alliance with a perfon of. his high 
{tation and power‘in the empire. Nothing has been omitted on our parts to induce 
him to participate of your friendfhip ;. but time alone will fhew how far a confidence. 
may in future be placed in him. 

We have, on many occaftons; moft carneftly folicited you to fend abroad the beft 
recruits you could procure for your military eftablifhments, .fo much depending there-- 
on, that it is the moft effential point of fecurity to your poffeffions. We therefore 
take the liberty of offering it as our o inion, that your recruiting fervice tan only be 

roper] * conducted by officers of integrity and experience appointed for that purpofe 
in Engiand ; who, fenfibfe of the important fervices they may render to the Company 
by an attentive difcharge of their duty, would chearfully embrace the opportunity of 
recommending themfelves to your favour, by providing good and able-bodied young 
men, who would be of real fervice to your armies abroad ; and the very heavy expences 
annually incurred by you on this occafion, would no longer be ill beftowed, It is with 
concern we inform you, that Colonel Smith hath reported your recruits of this feafon, . 
in general, to be very indifferent. Of thofe already arrived, there are barely fufficient 
to form two of your regiments, agreeably to the regulations you have been pleafed to. 
prefcribe ; and they are appointed to complete, as nearly as poffible, the fecond and 
third brigades. 

A divifion ofthe firft brigade remains at Mongheer ; and another, under the com- 

mand of Colonel Jofeph Peach, is ftill in the Deccan; from whence the gentlemen at 
Madrafs have given ws hopes they will be fpeedily returned to us. 
- It is with. much concern.we obferve, that the Secret department at Fort St.. 
George ftill-labour under great inconveniencies from the want of money to enable them 
to purfue their operations with that vigour which they deem effentially necefflary for 
the reduction of Hyder Ally. They were even apprehenfive of being driven to the 
neceffity of appropriating to that ufe one hundred and eightyethoufand rupees * of the 
fum then lying in their treafury for the China inveftment. 

As our treafury was at that time replenifhed by gold mohurs of the late currency, 
which the-Prefident and Council had thought proper to recall therein, we fhipped on 
board the Admiral Watfon and the Plaffey fchooner to the amount of eight lacks+ of 
rupees for.that Prefidency. This, with three lacks $ we fent in the fnow Afta, which was 
drove by ftrefs of weather into Pegu, we hope, will prove a feafonable fupply. We 
alfo fent them,. by the Admiral Watfon, five thoufand eighteen, and three thoufand 
twenty-four-pounder fhot, and fhould at the fame time have fupplied them with the ` 

-article of gun-powder, which they have fince requefted, had we known they had 

wanted it before that thip’s departure. We then propofed to fend them two hundred* 
barrels in the Plafley fchooner ; but on confulting with our Mafler-attendant, it was 

judged that the feafon was too far advanced to admit of her being detained on that 

account. 

They have detained at Madrafs Mr. Lewis Smith, a cadet arrived there this feafon 
in the Dutton, and deftined for Bengal, as he was judged capable of rendering them 
fervice in the engineering branch. The gent'emcen inform us that it is their intention 
to requeft you will be pleafed to fix him upon that eftablifhment; and we a the 
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liberty of recemmending him to you for that purpofe, as you have fo handfomely pro- 
vided us with officers in that corps. 

Such of the recruits deftined for Bengal as have been landed at Madrafs, are ftoppeg 
there for the immediate fesvice of that Prefidency. As thofe gentlemen alone cah 
judge how far the exigency of their affairs required their taking a meafure fo contrary 
to your intentions, we could do no more than reprefent to them, that the number we 
received was infufficient for the purpofes you intended them; and to requeft they would 
fend round to us the remaindcr as foon as they could be fpared. 

We cannot, in juftice to you, our honourable employers, and to every individual 
refiding under your government in Bengal, avoid reprefenting once more to you the 
extreme diftrefs which this country is unhappily reduced to from a want of filver fpecie. 
It is almoft beyond conception, and with difficulty will be credited but by thofe who 
experience the ill eff.éts it daily produces. The day is at length arrived which we fo 
early forefaw, and has brought with it that load of inconveniencies which we have 
repeatedly apprized you of. This fettlement, for fome months paft, has, in fuét, been 
in a ftate of bankruptcy. Trade is totally put a ftop to; and even the moft reputable 
of your fervants can with difficulty procure filver fufficient for the payment of their 
fervant’s wages. To thefe evils is added another, the more ferious, as it precludes 
even the moft diftant profpeét of the re-circulation of money ; we mean the very 
confiderable draughts which have, this feafon, been made on individuals from Europe, 
in favour of the Pesach government at Chandernagore, and of which we had the 
honour to advife you in our laft addrefs. There is now in Calcutta a fervant of the 
French Company, with thofe very bills which are nearly all become payable, receiving 
on that account every mpa which can poffibly be amafied by individuals, and fending ` 
at to that fettlement. e has orders trom his fuperiors to accept of no Company’s 
bonds in part of payment, by which it is apparent, that their intention is to take every 
advantage of our diftrefs. 

Permit us alfo to refer you to the prefent ftate of your treafury. You will thereby 
perceive a total inability to difcharge many fums, which you are indebted to indi- 
viduals for depofits in your cafh, as well as to iffue any part of the confiderab'e 
advances required for the fervice of every public department. We need not then 
obferve the apparent dahger which threatens your inveftment for the enfuing feafon, 
neither the favourable profpects of our rivals the French, who, by having fo early 
a command of money, muft neceflarily be enabled to make the more early advances. 

The Dutch, unwilling to truft to the precarious refources of an exhaufting country, 
have, fince our laft advices, verv judicioufls imported fome bullion to Bengal; and 
though the f m may not exceed three lacks +, yet it is of the greateft utility to the for- 
warding their nveftment. 

You may be convinced, that the value of your tcrritorial acquifitions have not been 
@ecreafing, fince the collections are now greater than they ever have been fince jour 
inveftirure of the Dewanny. But be affured, that the benefits arifing from thcm muft 
be of fhort duration, whilft a fearcity of fpecie prevails as eat prefent, and is dail 
exhauftine. You muft expect, unlefs the evil is fpeedily removed, to colleét your 
revenues in the commodities produced in the copntry, without having a profpect af 
vending them a any rate, as the merchants wifi be totally deprived of the means to 
purchafe them. 

This, genten n, is the prefcnt diftrefsful and real fituation of the country; and, 
we fla ter ourfelyes, that, by taking a comparative view of our diftant profpects with 
the politic advantages r apcd by the foreign nations trading here, who grafped at all 
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private monies from individuals, you will no longer deem us reprehenfible, if a de- 
creafe in the amount of your future inveftments, and a debafeinent of their quality 
ftiould prove the confequefice, fince you muft be fenfible, that carly advances alone 
¢an in this country infure tke one and the other. The heavy payments of your revenue 
are not made till late in the feafon ; and, unlefs we have a year’s advance in your trea- 
fury, no advantage can be taken in its provifion. 

Excufe us, therefore, if we think it a duty indifpenfible in us, to exhort you, in the 
Mrongeft manner, to purfue fuch meafures as may oblige foreign nations to import 
bullion into this finking country. 

We have been the more explicit on this fubjeét, in order to evince the impoffibility 
of the Council’s fending any filver this feafon for the ufe of the China inveftment; for, 
what with the further demands we muft expeét will be made on us frona the Secret 
departn ent at Fort St. George, thofe now upon us to a very great amount, the 
providir.z of fo confidcrable an inveftment, and the unavoidable expences of this Pre- 
fidency, we are very apprehenfive that little or no money will remain in your treafury, 
for fome time at leaft, to anfwer any emergency. 

We have direéted Mr. Sykes to fend us down a fupply from the City with all 
poffible expedition, and he gives us hopes of receiving fix lacks of rupees * in a few 
days. That gentleman having requefted our permiffion to refign his poft at the 
Durbar, by reafon of his ill {tate of health, and to return to his duty at the Prefidency, 
we have referred his requeft to the Prefident and Council, for their nomination of a 
fucceffor. 

We have the honour to tranfmit you the broken fet of our proceedings, and letters. 
received and fent, fince the laft difpatch, as per accompanying lift of packet, and to 
fabicribe ourfelves, with the utmoft refpect, &c. 


H. VERELST, RICHARD BECHER, CHARLES FFLOY ER. 


No. XVIII. 


To the Honourable the Court of Directors, Se. 


HONOURABLE SIRS, Fort William, January 6, 1769. 


We had the honour to addrefs you laft, under date the zıt Novcmber, in two 
copies by the fhips Verelft and Kent, a duplicate whereof now waits on you by the 
Qucen. 

It is with great pleafure we embracé the opportunity which the prefent convevance 
affords us, to inform you that our deputies to his majefly and the Nabob Sujb al 
Dowlah have hitherto met with every defired fuccefs in the courfeo their nevociations. 
His excellency gave them the meeting at Benare-, w ere many days pffed in confe- 
rence, on the fubjeét of the late jealoufics fubfifti. x be ween us, which at length: 
happily terminated in the conclufion of a new treaty with him, on the 28th of No- 
vember. The fteady meafurcs adopted and rurfucd in thus bringing the Nabob to 
an explanation, have not a little contributed to his ready acquicicence to th moft 
effential parts of our juft pretenfions ; and the render rezard which th. o ntl men of 
the deputation have fhewn for his honour in the reduction of his forces, at the fme 
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time that they have confulted the future fecurity of thefe provinces, we flatter our- 

es, will meet with that approbation from you which we have teftified to them on 
that occafion. By the ftipulated reduction of the N abob’setroops, he is till permitted, 
to retain a number which wif render him refpectable among the powers of Hindoftan, 
though in no degree fufficiently formidable to trouble the repefe of thefe provinces. 
This, we may hope, will rather be produétive of a confidential regard on our part, 
than create in us future fufpicions of the Nabob’s ambitious views, fince it admits not 
a doubt, that he can now form no projeétions but what we fhall have in our power to 
<ontroul 

The Psefident has been informed, that the Nabob accompanied the deputies to 
Allahabad, and was received in the royal prefence in quality of Vizier, with every mark 
of diftinctien due to his ftation in the empire, and afterwards returned to his domi- 
nions, with his majefty’s permiffion to return to Allahabad at the approaching feftival 
of the Mohamedans. We hope this will tend to conciliate the long differenc s which 
have fubfifted between them on the fubjeét of the Vizarut. 

When we confidered the very peremptory orders you were pleafed to fend us, for 
confining falely our views within thefe provinces, though fenfible how impolitic an 
immedtate obedience to your commands, and how far they muft at prefent be from 
anfwering the falutary purpofe of a folid and permanent fecurity to your valuable poffef- 
fions; yet we were defirous of embracing the opportunity of our deputies being fo near 
the royal prefence, to make fuch an attempt towards the exccution of your orders as 
appeared to us mott likely to effect your purpofe ; and we have therefore recommended 
to théir confideration, how far his majefty’s giving up Korah to Sujah al Dowlah, 
an exchange for the Sircars of Ghazipore and Benares, and the Nabob’s ceding to 
him the fortrefs of Chunar, may be fuitable to one and the other. 

From the temper of mind and fituation of Sujah al Dowlah, we flatter ourfelves, he 
will be inchnable to cultivate our friendfhip, and no longer prove refractory or deaf 
to our remonftrances, and his majefty not lefs attentive to our advice. ‘The fitua- 
tion of the prefent royal domains, lies too much within the country of Sujah al Dow- 
dah ; infomuch, that fhould we even come to an open rupture with him, to fupport 
his majefty as allies to the throne, we muft march through an enemy’s country, and 
thereby fubjeét our troops to many very apparent inconveniencies. ‘The prefent an- 
nual revenues of Korah, exceed thofe of Ghazipore and Ben§ares, fix or {even lacks * 
of rupees; this may prove a temptation to Sujah al Dowlah, particularly if he con- 
fiders how very compact his territories will from hence become. 

The Nabob has frequently, fince he ceded the fort of Allahabad to his majefty, 
complained of the want of fome place for the fecurity of his family, and a capital for 
himfelf. The King’s reftoring that fortrefs, may be a {trong inducement to the Na- 
bob to embrace this propofal, and to give up Chunar in exchange, which will be a 
ftrong barrier to us when in poffefhon of his majefty. The Pergunnah, at prefent 
pofiefied by the Bundel-cund Rajah, may be appropriated for his Ma efty’s ufe, to 
make good the difference between his prefent pofleffions and shofe of Bulwant Sing, 
provided they are not thought to be at too great a diftance for his purpofe ; if that 
fhould be the cafe, Tarrar, or {ome lands cogtiguous to Bulwant Sing’s country, 
may then be afked for from Sujah al Dowlah, as a comrpenfation for the territories 
ceded by his Majefty. 

If {fuch a fcheme can be effected, our troops may be withdrawn into thefe pro- 
vinces ; the King may pofhibl) follow them, and thereby wil be faved, not only the 
annual drain of treafure for the payment of the tribute, and the fui filtence of your 
troops, wh'ch has, with other demands, ne rly exhaufted the wealth of tais cou try, 
and reduced us to the greateft diftrefs ; but the currency of filver fpecie will be in- 
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collected from the revenues of Ghezipore, &c. 
om every emolument the throne may enjoy. 


be made againft his majefty’s arms, we may 
as the proximity of 


double fecu- 


creafed, by an importation of the fums 
countries, as well as thofe arifing tr 
Should any future hottile preparatrons 
then the more eafily unite oar forces againft our common enemy, 
his majefty’s poik Mens would be a fecond barrier to our arms, and with 
rity for them, trom,all the inconveniencies of war. ; 

Itis probable from fuperftitious motives, that his Marefty may be induced to think 
this a di race, as it carries with it the appearance Of a retreat from his capital, his 
elong favoyrite object. Burt to this we might reprefent his more immediate fecurity 
by a junction with us; the ima.inary pro{pect oi our marching at fome future time, 
with acccemulated treafures and furceinhis fupport; the ideas which fuch an union 
muf create in the courts of Hindottan, and the neceffity we are under frome the pofi- 
tive injur étions we have received of recalling the third brigade from Allahabad. 

Anoth ir objection may be made to this plan by his majcfly, fetting forth the im- 
xropricty er difhonour of exchanging his prefent royal potleiiions tor thofe of a 

emindarry, guarantied by us, whole rents cannot be increafed, and where no 
Jagheers can be granted. To this may be reprefented the annexed Pergunnahs, at 
-prefent pofleffed by rhe Hindaput Rajah, or fuch lands as may be farther granted 
him; which, proteéted by us, will enable him to beftow rewards on thofe whom he 
may chufe to honour with a provifion ; and the more ready and immediate payment 
of the rents from Bulwant Sing, will enable him more honourably to fupport his 
army, than he now does by his prefent mode of payment. We have communicated 
the foregoing obfervations to the deputies at Allahabad, and have defired they may 
be regarded morc as hints, than bearing a tendency to any digefted plans, and we hope 
foon to receive their opinion on them ; for it muft be from the lights we may obtain 
from them, that we fhall form a judgment of the practicability of thofe meafures. 

The prefent diftrefsfitl ftate of this country, proceeding from the fcarcity of filver, 
has induced us to direét thofe gentlemen to iflue their orders for receiving all fums 
which may be procured in Sujah al Dowlah’s dominions, for defraying the expences 
of the third brigade ftationed there, and that the paymafter do grant ills for fuch 
{fums received on the military pavimafter-general in Calcutta as ufual, at five days fight. 
And it has been alfo recommended to them to prevail on his majefty to accept gold 
mohurs of the late currency, in part payment of the tribute, at a reafonable ex- 
change, for which purpofe we have fent them fome coined at the mints of Calcutta 
and Murfhed-abad, in order that this matter might be more eafily adjufted. 

In our letter under date the 2yth February lat, we informed you, that we had 
tranf{mitted to Janoojee, one of the Maharatta chiefs, fome propofals for a treaty of 
peace, and the ceffion of Orifia. We have lately received his reply to them, and al- 
though his demands appear too high for us to accede to, yet we are aflured bv his 
Vackeel, that he will very cheerfully acquiefce in every reafonable demand we can 
make, bein defirous of putting an end to a negociation which has been fo long de- 
pending. We have theréfore taken the fubject a fecond time into our moft ferious 
confderation, and have finally refolved on fuch propofals being made to that poren- 
tate, as we deem moft confiftent with.your honour, and the tuture fecurity of your 
valuab!e pofleffions, as well in Bengal, as on the Coaft of Coromandel. Our deli- 
berations were, in confequence of your late orders, fubmitted to the confideration of 
the Prefident and Council, and having been by them approved, articles of a treaty are 
now drawing our, in order to be executed on the part of the Nabob and ot the En- 
glifh Company. For further particulars relative thereto, permit us to refer you to 
our procecdings, which wait on you by this conveyance ; having only on this occa- 


fion to aflure you, that we have paid a ftri€t attention to thofe orders wherein you 
direct 
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direct that no treaty be entered into, but with the principal power; and that Janoojee 
is the only perfon with whom we can with propriety enter into a treaty, cannot be 
doubted, fince the treaty far the payment of the Chout was firft entered into by Alli- 
— Cawn with his father Ragoojec, and was on his déath confirmed by Janoojece 
alone. 

At the time we vere deliberating on the terms propofed by Janooj e, we received 
advices from the fecret department at Fort Sr. George, relative to the operations of 
the war againft Hyder Aly, and expreffing their a} prehenfions of Maa davarow 
marching into the Carnatic to his afiftance; which c rcumftance is corroborated by® 
advices lately tranfmitted to them from Mr. Broome, Refident at the Maharatta court 
at Poonah. This fiturtion appears to us fo critical, that to enfure a lafting peace and 
tranquility on the Coat of Coromandcl, we were of opinion, the utmoft efforts of 
this Committee fhould be ex rted, in fupport of rhe prefent war againft H-pder Ally, 
and that every means fhould be made ufe of to prevent his increafe of pqwer, by a 
junction with the Maharattas ; a junction which would not only render the event of 
the war dubious, but would lihewife deprive the Company of the revenues they now 
collect from the Carnati `, and oblige us to drain this exhaufted country of ftill greater 
fupphies of treafure ; which muft in fuch cafe be confumed in the courfe of a long and 
tedious war, inftead of being applicd to the purpofes of your feveral inveftments in 
India. 

From the late conduct of Hyder Ally, we cannot fee a profpect of the gentlemen 
at Madrafs being able to conclude a peace with him upon honourable terms, or which 
can promife to be fecure and permanent. For, in the prefent fituation of affairs, 
fhould the war be put an end to, Hyder would be left more formidable than he was 
at the commencement of it. His credit would be exalted in all the couts of Hin- 
doftan, from his having fingly withftood the utmoft efforts of the Englifh arms on 
the Coaft ; andthe fame of our’s would confequently be diminifhed by their receding 
from the conteft, after fo long and obftinate a ftruggle; and nothing lefs could be ex- 
pected than a recommencement of troubles on the part of Hyder Ally, as foon as he 
had recruited his forces, and brought the Maharattas and Nizam Ally to un‘te their 
forces to his. Such am event might be productive of the moft dangerous co fequences 
to your affairs: for Hyder, p litic of difcerning, would be cautious to avoid any 
overfights or erreurs he may have committed in the courfe of the prefent war ; he 
t ould, no doubt, be active in improving the difcipline of his troops ; and, actua ed 
by a {pirit of revenge, and fenfible alfo that the fecurity of his own pofle ns could 
only be infured by our ruin, no efforts which policy or courage might fuegeft, or 
wh'ch ambition or def, air might infpire, would be wanting on the part of that po- 
t ntate. 

A ftill more cogent re f n Lids us beware of his gréwine power. By ad ices fr m 
Madrafs, under date the 31t Auguft, it appears, that the gentlemen there entertai_ d 
{trong fufpicions that the French at Pondscherry, were carr) ng on intr gues at his 
court, and that they had promifed him affiftance from T"urope, or the ifland of Mau- 
ritius; and when we reficét on the grand preparations of that nation at the atter place, 
the number of its foices there, and the increate of its fhipping in India, it is moft 

robable that the French mav join Hider Ally, thould this < pportunity of fubduiig 
et be loft. Such a circumftance, added to thofe already mentioned, might involve 
your affairs in In lia e en beyond a poffibility of re rieving th m. 

However defirous the gentlemen at Madrafs may be to put an end to fo deftructive 
and exp nfive a war, we apprehend they have not within themfelvcs thofe refources 
requifite for effecting it, without hazarding your poffeffions at fome future time. We 
are thercfore the more readily induced to come to an immediate conclufion, if poi- 
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A PF PE Net = QI 


fible, of atreaty offenfive and defenfive with Janoojee, obferving, as a bafis, the ceffion 
of Oriffa. His well known jealoufy of and differences with Mahadavarow, (againft 
whom he is endeavouring so fupport an independency) muft fecure him moft efteétu- 
ally in your intereft. A treaty-thus concluded, will care a divifion of the Maharatta 
power, a dimunition of their territorial poffeffions, and confequently of their natural 
{trength ; and the friendfhip of Janoojee fecured by the annual payment of a ftipulated 
fum, his poffeffions will become a barrier to thefe provinces, againft the incurfions of 
other internal weftern powers, without fubjeéting us to the neccfity of applying for 
their forces.as auxiliaries, and thereby expofing your poffeffions a prey to their rapa- 
city. And further, it cannot be doubted but fuch a treaty will fow diffenfions among 
the Maharatta chiefs, and may thereby occafion fuch a mutual decreafe of their 
{trength, as may bring them to a level with, if not in fubjection to, fome gf the other 
powers of Hindoftan, which will leave your extenfive territories in a pertect ftate of 
repofe and fecurity. z 

The nominal authority of the King, the power of his Vizier, and that part of our 
forces now ftationed at Allahabad, may, if your affairs on the Coaft fhould require it, 
be effectually interpofed ; as the bare report of fuch a junétion, aided by the feint of 
a march towards the territories of Mahadavarow, which lay open, and muft be ex- 
pofed to us, fhould he march to Hyder’s affiftance, may not only deter him from 
accepting his offers, but may induce him to confult the immediate fafety of his own 
ponon through our friendfhip. The force of Janoojce, who has lately folicited the 
‘King’s Sunnuds for fuch lands as he may conquer from Mahadavarow, joined or 
feconded by the detachment under the command of Colonel Peach, in the Deccan, 
may be ufefully employed, fhould Mahadavarow take the part of Hyder Ally ; or 
fhould the Subah wantonly and weakly engage in new enterprizes apainft the tran- 

uility of the Carnatic: fo formidable and unexpected a junction in this quarter, muft 
oon compel Hyder to terms of accommodation, if not fubject his territories to certain 
ruin. 

The ftrongeft motives for our having adopted thefe fentiments, are the deprivation 
of Hyder’s hopes and our fears, of his effecting a junction with the French, Nizam 
Ally, and Mahadavarow ; by which ftep the influence vou at prefent poflefs in the 
cabinets of all the powers of Hindoftan, would moft probably revolt to our natural 
European rival, and the confequences of fuch an evil are too apparent to require 
elucidation. 

It is therefore our unanimous opinion, founded upon the moft mature deliberation, 
that a fortunate iffue to a treaty with Janoojee, would be productive of the advantages 
we have herein pointed out, and moft probably of fpeedy conceffions from Hyder 
Ally, upon uch terms as the gentleinen at Madrafs may judge neceflary to impofe, 
for the future fafety and tranquility of your poflefions, or thofe of vour allies, on the 
Coaft of Coromandel ; therefore, we have rcfolved, that no delays fhall be occafioned 
on our par^, to effect a purpofe which tends fo evidently to the advantage of your af- 
fairs, and which necef\ty alone has compelled us to adopt. 

Although we are defirous to affift the gentlemen at Madrafs on every occafion, 
where vour welfare is concerned, yet it is aione the urgent and very critical ftate of 
vour affairs there, that can poffibly induce us to deviate from that f\ ftem of policy 
we have hitherto ooferved, and would gladly continue, of confining our views to 
your prefent pofleffions, .nd of avoiding ~ll diftant and extenfive oj; erations, which 
muft, in fome devres, fubject your acquifitions to danger, by a divifion of your force. 
Such are t! c f(ntiments we communicated to vour Prefidency at Fort Sr. George, 
when we laid before them the meafures which appeared to us moft proper to be pur- 


M i fued 





gi A P PE N BF =x 


fued in the p-efent fituiation of their affairs ; and we requefted their opinions thereon, 
before we finally determined on a matter of fuch importance. 

As the moft minute tranfactions of your Seleét Committee fince the departure of the 
Verélft and Kent are entered upon the proceedings which. we have the honour to 
tranfmit to you by this conveyance, we beg leave to refer thereto for your further in- 

ormation. 

The fhow Afia, on which we informed you, in our laft-advices, the Prefident and 
Council had embarked * three lacks of rupees, for the Prefidency at Fort St. George, 
is returned hither with her treafure. Your fhip Dutton has carried +.fix lacks of 
rupees, of the late gold currency, to Madrafs, to anfwer their urgent occafions ș 
which, with the remittances by the Admiral Watfon, and Plaffey fchooner, will we 
hope prove.a confiderable relief to their diftrefs. 

Mr Sykes has refigned his-feat at the Seleét Committee, and purpofes, on gcoount 
of his ill ftate of health, to take his paflage to Europe in the Queen. We rfhuft, in 
juftice to that gentleman, exprefs our entire fatisfaction of his conduct during the time 
he was employed in the ftation of refident at the Durbar, and our concern at the 
neceflity which compels him to quit your fervice. 

Mr. Becher, who was appointed by the Prefident and Council to the poft of re- 


fident at the Durbar, has proceeded to this ftation. 
We have the honour to be, &c. 
H. VERELST, F. SYKES, CHARLES FFLOYER,. 





No. XIX. 
To the Honourable the Court of Direétors,, &c. 


HONOURABLE SIRS, Fort William, Feb. 3, 176g- 


Nothing material having occurred fince our laft advices, under date the th ult. æ 
duplicate of which we have the honour to tranfmit to you, we flatter ourfelves will 
fufficiently apologize forthe concifenefs of this addrefs; more particularly as we have 
omitted no opportunity, during the courfe of this feafon, of making you fully ac- 
quainted with every matter of importance which has come under our confideration. 

The refignation of Mr. Sykes having caufed a vacant feat in your Seleét Committee, 
Mr. Alexander was appointed to fill it; and has accordingly taken his feat, after 
having taken the ufual oath of fecrecy adminiftered to him. 

Mr. Cartier is returned to the Prefidency, and has laid before us the original treaty 
lately entered into by the deputation with the Nabob Sujah al Dowlazh ; together with a 

parate agreement written by the Nabob himfelf, wherein he promifes to reduce his 
forces to the number fpecified in the treaty within the fpace of three months. It is 
with pleafure we inform you, that his majelty exprefied great fatisfaction at the 
treaty, and was gracioufly pleafed to ratify it with the royal fign manual. 

We fhould do injuftice to Mefirs. Cartier, Smith, and Ruflel, were we not to ex- 
prefs our entire approbation of their conduét during their late deputation; and we 
doubt not, but you will be pleafed to regard it in the fame point of view. 

By this conveyance we have the honour to tranfmit to you a complete fett of our 
proceedings ; and of letters fent and received for the laft year. 


We have the honour to be, &c. 
H. VERELST, JOHN CARTIER, J. ALEXANDER, C. FFLOYER. 
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No. XX. 
To the Hosourvable the Court of Directors, Bc. 


HONOURABLE SIRs, Fort William, March 4, 1769. 


This ferves only to advife you that we embrace the opportunity of the prefent dif- 
patch to trunfmit you a duplicate of our lat addrefs by the fhip Salifbury, under date 
the 3d ult. together with the broken fetts of our proceedings of letters, fent and re- 
ceived, from the commencement of the year to the date hereof. 

By the Shrewfbury, the next and lait of your fhips for difpatch this feafon, we 
propofe to addrefs you fully on the fubject of your affairs entrufted to ofr manage- 
ment, till when we muft beg leave to refer you to our proceedings and letters, tranf- 
mitted during tne courfe of this feafon. 


We have the honour to remain, &c. 


H. VERELST, JOHN CARTIER, J. ALEXANDER, C. FFLOYER. 


No. XXI. 
To the Honourable the Court of Direétors, &ec. 


HONOUR A BLE SIRS, Fort William, April 6, 1769. 


We embrace the opportunity of the Shrewfbury’s difpatch, which is your laft fhip 
for Europe of this feafon, to inform you of fuch occurrences as were not noticed in 
our two laft addreffes, under dates the 3d February, and 4th ult. and alfo of {fuch 
material circumftances as have happened fince the Talbot’s difpatch. 

When the di puties were appointed to proceed to Allahabad, we took into confide- 
ration the great drains of filver annually made from thefe provinces for the payment 
ef vour troops on that ftation; which, with many other demands, had nearly ex- 
haufted the wealth of this country. We confidercd alfo, that his majefty had fre- 
quently reprefented to the Prefident, through Munneer al Dowlah, the Naib Vizier, 
that Rajah Hindaput had long ufurped certain diftriéts in the Bundel-cund country, 
which formerly compofed a part of the Subah of Allahabad, and which he was ex- 
tremely defirous of re-uniting to the royal domains. ‘The opportunity which then 

refented itfelf was deemed favourable for inveftigating this matter; and we accord- 
ingly recommended to the deputics, in our letrer of inftructions, to propofe to his 
majefty our affitting him in the recovery of thofe diftricts, on condition that he would 
appropriate a part of their revenues for defraying all expences of vour troops whilft 
thcy remained without the provinces. To this propofition his majefty very chearfully 
acquicie d. . 

But it appearing’ from the fubfcquent refearches of the deputation, that the royal 
claim could not clearly be citablithed, we did not chute to puriue a plan likely to 
Jead us into dift.nt enterprizes, which the ftricteft juftice did not authorize us to 
un ferrake; left we fhould thereby run the hazard of involving your affairs at fome 
furure time into thofe difheultics we have ever made it our ttudy to avoid. Colonel 
Smith has acquainted us with the refult of his own enquiries into this matter; but 

deeming ~ 
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deeming that alfo infufficient, we have fufpended all thoughts of an expedition in that 
quarter. 

We have not a doubt but his majefty wifi be very felicitous for the recovery of 
the ufurped diftricts, and wild leave-nv meafures unattempted to effect an object fo very 
flattering to his hopes. His vifit to the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, at the very time 
he appeared moft carneftly intent on this projeét, gives us caufe to fufpect, that in- 
ftead of mere compliment, it tended principally to ke concerting a plan of operations 
for fome future attempt againft the Bundel-cund country. We apprehended that the 
Vizier, when he found us determined not to grant our affiftance to his royal mafter, 
“would not fail to urge him on the enterprize, by a tender of his forces and affiftance ; 
or might perhaps endeavour to obtain his majefty’s Sunnuds for fuch concuefts as he 
-himfelf might make in that country. Certain it was, that the King had no force to 
enable him to undertake fuch an enterprize himfelf ; and therefore we could mot pre- 
‘tend to fay how far his pride or neceffity might lead him into errors. When we con- 
fidered the open and avowed enmity which had fo long fubfifted between the King 
and the Vizier, we could not think he would be fo regardlefs of his own perfonal 
fafety, as to arm a m f Sujah al Dowlah’s difpofition and boundlefs ambition, with 
fo great a power of the royal houfe as an extenfion of territory muft neceffarily give 
bim- But ftill we thought it neceffary to guard againft fuch evils, though we did not 
really apprehend them; and accordingly direéted Colonel Smith to affure his ma- 
jefty, in either of the before-mentioned cafes, that we fhoyld immediately withdraw 
all your troops within the provinces; and, if the latter was likely to take place, the 
Colonel was to acquaint Sujah al Dowlah, that on the mach of any part of his forces 
into the Bundel-cund country, we fhould regard him as a violater of the general tran- 
quility, and an invader of thofe countries the throne pretends a claim to. 

Colonel Smith thought it expedient to attend his majefty in the vifit to Faiz-abad. 
He was prefent at the conferences held between the King and his Vizier; which pro- 
duced the ftrongeft affurances of forgivenefs and oblivion of paft injuries, on the one 
part, and of the utmoft loyalty and fidelity on the other. | 

In our letters of the 6th January laft, we fully acquainted you with a plan, which 
then appeared to us practicable, for effecting an exchange of the royal domains, for 
the countries of Ghazipore and Bendres; and in order to proceed on a matter of 
fuch delicacy and importance with all poffible circumfpection, we communicated our 
fentiments to the gentlemen of the deputation, and defired them to give us every 
information they could procure for our guidance. Their opinion ftands recorded 
upon the face of our proceedings; and we readily concurred with them, that whilft 
ı the troubles continued on the Coaft it would be improper to attempt the execution of 
fuch a project. 

Though we have reafon to think the Nabob-Vizier has not regarded, with the moft 
-ftrict and exact punctuality, the performance of his engagements in the difmiffion of 
thofe troops which exceed the number he has ftipulated to keep up, yet we do not 
find he has raifecl or added a man to his army fince the treaty at Benares ; fo that we 
have not the Icaft doubt, what with cafualties and natural deaths, but his army will 
be reduced, in a fhort {pace of time, to the ftate we wifh to fee it. The Vizier him- 
felf fteadily afferts, that he has performed every thing he agreed to do, and claims 
fome merit on the occafion. ‘To charge him openly with diffimulation, when the 
detection is fo difficult, would be imprudent, and equaliy impolitic, particularly fo 
at a time when he profeffes the warmeft friendfhip and attachment to us, and no 
other part of his behaviour contradicts fuch aflurances. Reft atlured, honourable Sirs, 
that although we may not rigidly demand the performance of articles as to a man, yet 
we fhall watch the motions of this ambitious and volatile prince, fo as to prevent 
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him in future from being dangerous to your poffefions; being more inclined that 
he fhould place a confidence in us, by a franknefs of behaviour, when it can be 
affumed without danger on our fid , than be deprived of it by a diffident and cap- 
tious conduct. | 

The general rumour which has, for fome time, prevailed of the approach of Shaw 
Abdalla towards the King’s frontiers, has been one of the principal motives which 
have compelled us to keep the third brigade at Allahabad, both as a check to his 
operations, and as a fecurity to the territorial poffeflions of his majefty, and our ally 
the Nebob Sujah al Dowlah. Colonel Smith, in his advices of the 18th of Fe- 
bruary, informed us that the Shaw had advanced a part of his army near to LahGre, 
and feemed determined to purfue his march to Dehly ; but by the Colonel's letter to 
the Governor, under date the rgth ult. which we have juft received, it is with the 
utmoft pl afure we perceive that Shaw Abdalla is preparing to retreat, and poffibly 
towards his own dominions. A circumftance fo very favourable to our determined 
refolution of embracing the firft fafe opportunity to recall the third brigade within 
thefe provinaes, that we now only await a confirmation of this intelligence to carry 
into execution the pofitive orders you have fent us on this fubject. 

It is with the usmoft confidence we can affure you, gentlemen, that thofe orders 
fhould have inftantly been obeyed, could we have done it confiftently with the duty 
we owe you, and with. the folemn engagements entered into with your allies. To 
conciliate the minds of his majefty and the Vizier, and to curb the ambitious pro- 
jeéts and hoftile intentions of the latter, were the firft motives for continuing the bri- 
gade at Allahabad, after she receipt of your orders. To inforce, if necefhity re- 
quired, the performance ot the Vizier’s late treaty with us, to be in readinefs to 
fupport the Madrafs adminiftration, if the fecurity of your poffefhons on the coaft 
of Coromandel fhould require our making a diverfion againft the Maharatta power, 
and to be a check ow the ambitious projects of Shaw Abdalla, fhould he have de- 
termined to attack the frontiers of your allics, were confiderations which next urged 
us to detain your troops in the only ftation where they could be of effential fervice 
to your affairs. 

Let us, therefore, flatter ourfelves, that the caufcs affigned for having hitherto 
fufpended the execution of your orders, will evince that the meafures adopted pro- 
ceeded from abfolute neceffity, and will acquit us of any imputation of diirefpect, 
or inattention to your commands. | 

Sorry we are to inform you that your affairs on the Coaft wear a moft unfavour- 
able appearance, and are even reduced, by the repeated fuccefies of Hyder Ally, to 
the loweft ebb of diftrefs. The Madrais Prefidency, fenfible of the many dan- 
gers which furround them, have given us a moft pathetic account of their fituation ; 
nor can we expect from the advices they have lately tranfmitted to us, a very fpeedy 
iflue to the long, dangerous, and expenfive war in which they are engaged, until the 
treafures of their Prefidency and our own {hall be nearly exhaufted. To give them 
every poffible fuppor, from hence, w2 have deemed it indifpenfibly a duty we owe 
to you, our honourable employers ; for being fervants of the fame matters, and 
being engaged in one gencral caule, we have regarded the weliare of your fettlement 
of Fort St. George equally with dùr own. The fame principal ftill a¢tuates us to 
devife poffible means, which may conduce to their fecurity, and the welfare of your 

offeffions. 

Little did we imagine, after the very large fupplies which have been fent them this 
feafon for the fupport of the war, that their neccifities would fo increafe as to com- 
pel us ta curtail the inveftment, which the Ccuncil haye givcn you the greateft mea- 
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fen-to from thie Prefidency inuhe enfuing year. But fuch is the only meang 
whicb can be devifed for enabling’:s.to grant them any effectual affiftance. 

We are advifed that Hyder All has mack propofals fpr a pets but fo difho- 
nourable to the Nabob of Ascot,arc ylorious to yur germs, that they were deemed 
inadmifible. The gentlemen, however, defirous of accommodating matters, if pof- 
fible, rather than continue fo hazardous and expenfive a war, have replied to his hard 
tons ; and, in their turn, propofed to him fuch terms as they thought moft con- 
duscive to your interefts. As they expected the refult of thefe negociations woule be 
a continuance of the war, which would confiderably increafe their military expences, 
they wifhed to be afcertained of the refources which they might expect ee hence, 
im order that they might form a plan accordingly for their future operations; and, at 
the fame time, informed us of the ftate of their finances, which they conclu ed would 
enable thenf to keep an army in the field for the term of three months. [he fums 
of money we have by feveral late conveyances remitted to Madrafs, of wnich they 
had not been apprized at the time of their laft difpatches, together with two lacks 
of rupees *, which were fent them on the Experiment, a country fhip, «nmediately 
“on receipt of their laft advices, pretty nearly equalled the amount whiea they calcu- 
lated for three months difburfements of their army ; fo that we hg e every reafon to 
dielieve, that the fafe arrival of our feveral late remittances will emable them to keep 
the field againft Hyder Ally until the month of September aext, independently of 
other refources, which may arife from the fale of their ex»ected imports, farther 
Joaas from individuals refiding under their government, and {bility of the Na- 
Sheb’s making farther payments on account of the revenues Øf the Carnatic. 

That they might be at fome degree of certainty in regad to future refources from 
this quarter, we have given it as our opinion that they may depend on being fupplied 
with aa annual fum eg twenty-four lacks of rupees +, to commence from the month 
of October next, fo long as it is to tend to the actual fupport of the war they are at 

t opan in, provided we are not compelled to enter into warlike operations in 
defence of thefe provinces; and that, fhould their future neceffities increafe, it may be 
poffible, by putting a ftop to our inveftment, to augment our fupplies to thirty lacks f- 
At the fame time that we thus candidly offered our opinion on the affiftance they may 
€ from us in cafe of need, we could not but inform them of the very diftreffed 
-ftate to which this country muft inevitably be reduced, by fuch confiderable exporta- 
tions of its fpecie. 

You have before been informed that our principal object in bringing matters to a 
fpeedy conclufion with Janoojee, was to divert Mahadavarow frem entering the Car- 
a@atic to the affiftance of Hyder Ally. The advices lately tranfmitted to us from 
Colonel Smith have for the prefent relieved us from apprehenfions in that quarter ; 
fince we find he has direéted his operations towards the province of Berar, and 
feems ferioufly intent on crufhing the power and influence of Janoojee. We have 
therefore thought it highly impolitic at this juncture to continue our negociations 
with this chief, as his Ete muft actually be decided, long ere any of our forces could 
reach him, even fhould we have deemed it neceffary, as a check on Mahadavarow’s 
growing power, to march your troops to his affiftance. If Mahadavarow fhould 

ove unfuccefsful in his attempt, and fhould refifme his former intentions of enter- 
ing the Carnatic, it will then be time enough to think {ferioufly of a league with 
Janoojec. | 

Mr. Rumbold having in his letter to us, fetting forth the prefent ftate of the Bahar 
province, reprefented the neceffity of making fome deductions in the revenues of that 

province, 
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ptovince, we embraced the opportunity of Mahe Reza Cawn’s being on a vifit 


to Calcutta to confult his opinion on a matter of importance. It was a meafure 
he thought abfolutely neceifary to We tak an reafons in general coincided 


with thofe of Mr. Rumboldr | 
The experience that gentleman muft have acquired during the time he has been 


veftéd with the chasge of the Bahar collections, and the general knowledge of Ma- 
homed Reza Cawn in all matters relating to the Dewanny revenues, induced us to 
confen t fuch deductions being made Rom the gencral ftatement of that province 
at the iat Poonah, as may be deemed irrecoverable, or fuch as may prove an imme- 
diate relief and encouragement to the Ryots in the future cultivation of their lands. 
We hope t iis aét of lenity will imprefs them with a favourable opinion of the go- 
vernment, nduce them to exert their induftrious labour to promote its welfare, and 
enable then to pay their rents more regularly in future. 

Mr. Kelfall has reprefinecd to us, that he labours under many inconveniences in 
the provifion pf your inveftment, from not being vefted with the charge of the Dacca 
collection. have replied to his reprefentation, by acquainting him, that as you 
had been pleafed «0 approve the mode adopted by the Sele¢t Committee, for con- 
ducting he bufine of the Dewannvy revenues, we could not deviate therefrom 
without your orders, ami that we fhould refer his letter to your confideration and 
decifion. 

The Governor having 11formed us, that Mahomed Reza Cawn was particularly de- 
firous of his prefence at tı > city, to enquire into fundry matters relative to the collec- 
tions of the B.nzal province *, and of his readinefs to comply with the requet; we ap- 
proved of his intention, and he has accordingly proceeded on his journey. 

We have the honour to tranfmit you by this packet copies of Mr. Svkes’s country 
correfpondence, as refident at the Durbar, to the time of his delivering over the charge 
of that {tation to Mr. Becher, tozether with a duplicate of our laft letter, the broken 
fett of our proceedings, and other papers fince the laft difpatch, as per inclofed lift of 
the packet; and to fub{cribe ourfelves, with the utmoft refpect, &c. 


JOHN CARTIER, JAMES ALEXANDER, CHARLES FFLOYER. 


No. XXII. 


To the Honourable tke Court of Direéfors, &c. 


H ONOURABLE S IR P Fort Wiil.am, April 21, 1769. 


Since the difpatch of the Shrewfburv, by which fhip we had the honour to addrefs 
you, under date the 6th inftint, we have received advice from vour Prefidency at Fort 
St. George, that thev had concluded a peace with Hyder Ally, on the 4th inftant ; 
and that he, in confequence, was immediately to quit the Carnatic. 

When we confider that the Thames will be the only fea conveyance of this feafon, 
by which the gentlemen at Madrats can tranfmit to you fuch important advices, and 
the pofibilitv of her lofing her pa lage to England, or of meeting with other accidents 
which may attend her late difpatch, we cannot hefitate to embrace the opportunity, 

which 
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which now preffhts itfelf in the di h of a French fhip from Chandernagore, of thus. 
briefly informing'you ofta ciror nee which fo nearly concerns the welfare of youk. 
potleffions on tharcoaft. To tl are mcs {ftrongly induced, from the entire: 
confidence we repofe in the prudent ~d fidelity of Mr. Jahn Sumner, one of your late. 
covenanted fervants on this eftablifhment, who being compelled to return to his 
native country for the recovery of his health, has obtained the Couneil’s permiffion to» 
etribark in this fhip, it being the only remaining fea conveyance of this feafon. Bat as: 
foreign fhips muft be everdiftruftful channels for the conveying of public and impor- 
tant advices, we hope to ftand excufed for not tranfmitting you the particulars. which 
we. doubt net you will receive by land from your Prefidency at Bomba or Fort 
Sc. George. 

Mr. Sumner, to whom this addrefs is entrufted, has been direéted to dé ftroy it,, if 
he perceives any danger of its falling into foreign hands. 


We have the honour to fubfcribe ourfelves with the utmoft refpect, ?.c. 
JOHN CARTIER, JAMES ALEXANDER, CHARI LS FFLOYFR. 











Extracts of Letters from Mr. VERELST, to the COURT 
of DIRECTORS, during his Government in BENGAL, 
relative to the commercial and political interefts of that 


country. ae 
O. - 


To the Honourable the Court of Direéfors, &@c. 


GENTLEMEN, Fort William, March 17, 1767. 


It is with pleafure I can inform you, that the prefent fituation of the country, ang 
of the Prefidency, leaves me but little room to'doubt that we fhall, for fome time, at 
leaft, enjoy the moft perfect tranquility abroad, and concord at home. ‘The prepara- 
tions to difturb the repofe of the empire, which are making by the Duranny * king, 
appear to me too diftant to affect us, or our allies, for this feafon ; and it is highly 
probable, that he will never venture to advance nearer to us than Dehly. The lateft 
advices inform us, that he is ftill diftant from* Dehly about two hundred and fifty 
miles : it is likewife reported, that he has difpatched his deputies to demand the re- 
venues of the different provinces of the empire ; gnd that an agent is now on his way 
to Bengal with a commiffion to the above effect. For my own part, when I confider 
the prodigious length of the march, the numberlefs difficulties Which muft be en- 
countcred ; the oppofition of the Seiks ; the jcalouty that muft feize the many in- 
dependent nations who feparate us from Abdalla; the advanced feafun of the vear ; 
and efpecially the great reputation in arms which we have eftablifhed over all India, 
I have but little apprehenfiorg that he will be able to create any difturbance this pan 
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am More inclined to believe, that a prince who has the reputation of policy, will 
aever ftake his fortune on the precarious iffuenegin attempt that muft be attended 
‘with dangers and difficulties, more than propo: id to the advantageS he can ex- 
pect from fuccefs. Prudenge, how »  Quires it we fhould not indul > in teo 
much fecurity ; nor be wa ~ in thofe meat which are neceflary to infpire with 
confidence our ally Sujah al Dowlah, the King, and thofe other country powers whofe 
intgeeit leads them to oppofe Abdalla, and to form a harrier tothe Nabob’s dominions. 

We have, for this purpofe, refolved upon a plan, the particulars of which appegr 
on the dace of our proceedings the 23d of February, with a view, that all our mili- 
tary o erations might be maturely concerted before Colonel Smith repaired to the 
army ; awd that nothing might remain but the immediate exccution, fhould we find 
the enemy are likely to advance to our frontier. 

The mc ion of the five battalions of Sepoys to Seragepore, fufficiently indicates to 
all the cou try powers, our determined refolution not only to ftand updh our own 
defence, bi to extend our protection to all thofe who are connected with us in friend- 
fhip,; or engaged to us by treaties, fo far as may be confiftent with our own fecurity and 
intereft. € we fhall avoid iffuing orders to the fecond brigade, and the remainder 
of the third, to join the above detachment, until the circumftances of our intelligence 
render it abfolutely eceffary, as this motion might alarm the minds of the people, 
and, in fome degree, pede the colleétions, and other public bufinefs. 

As to the Maharatta. we have nothing to apprehend from them in this quarter ; 
their chief, Ragoonaut ow, is in full march to the fouthward; and, by our lait 
advices, had reached Nai va Gaut, but with what views we cannot yet determine. 

Janoggee, the Maharatt:. chief of N augpore, feems well difpofed to cultivate oyr 
friendfhip, and promote the negociation refpecting the ceffiqgn (upon certain confide- 
rations) of Cuttack to the Company. You have already been informed of the end 
ptopofed in this treaty ; to negociate which, I have at the Commiittee’s recommenda- 
tion, wrote for Janoogee’s Vackeel to proceed to the Prefidency ; and you may depend 
on my utmoft attention to your honour and fecurity in every ftep I fhall take in fo 
unportant a tranfaction. 

tom the valuable cargoes already fhipped in the Cruttenden, Britannia, Anfon, 
Albany, and Nottingham, as well as the goods provided for the Mercury, and thofe 
that will be lying on hand in the warehoufe for want of tcanage, you will perceive 
that our utmoft endeavours have been exerted to produce an encreafe of your inveft- 
ment : nothing, in my power, indeed, fhall be wanting to forward a meafure, by 
means of which alone you can hope to receive the full advantages of your increafed 
.ceyenues ; but I am fenfible many obftacles will occur from the great flow of money 
now in the hands of foreign nations, and fram the uncommon f{carcity of weavers that 
prevails at prefent at all the factories and Aurungs; whether this uncommon fcarcity of 
weavers proceeds from the troubles in which the country was fo lately overwhelmed, 
or whether it arifes from the general decline of trade at all the ports in India, it is 
certain that a great number of the manufacturers in cloth have deferted their profef- 
fion, to feek for fubf&iftence from a lefs precarious calling : hence follow thofe un- 
avoidable difputes which fo frequently happen with the French and Dutch, who leave 
no means untried to feduce the weavers from our fervice. 

‘The chief and council of Coffimbazar have been apprehenfive they fhould be under 
a necefhty of raifiig the wages of their workmen, or of renouncing all hopes of en- 
creafing the inveftment. Such a ftep would prove prejudicial to your affairs, unlefs 
we could, at the fame time, come to fome equitable compromife with the other Euro- 
pean eftablifhments, to check an evil equally felt by themfelyes. 
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We are now taking every ble ftep towards fecuring a ftill farther increafe aa 
your invef\ment for the enfui gi fon. All the faétories and Aurungs are fully 
fupplied with the neceflary advan „and there is at prefent the greateft profpect that 
the bufinefs will be conduéted wit zeal an ałactirv- 

The fame attention will» be pa . fo the sad PO ef the revenues; to enforce, 
regulate, and eftablifh which, both with refpect to the ballances of the prefent year, 
and the ftatements of the enfuing general Poonah, I propofe next month taking~s*our 
of the provinces, for as long a time as the affairs of the Prefidency will admit ẹf my 
abfence. This meafure was recommended by Lord Clive to the Committee; and, I 
flatter myfelf, it will be the means not only of increafing the revenues, -but f conci- 
hating the minds of the people to our government, as it will furnifh us with the means 
of redreffing grievances, and correéting abufes, which muft otherwife have efcaped my 
knowledge. Gy 





No. XXIV. 
To the Honourable the Court of Direélors, & 


GENTLEME N, Fort v~«illiam, varch 28, 17689, 


The feveral occurrences fince I Fad the honour to addrefs you by the Nottingham, 
ftand fo fully recorded on the proceedings of your Council ind Committee, that a fe- 
cond addrefs from me would appear unneceflary, were ther not fome fubje¢ts which I 
could wifh to point out to your more particular attentior , and others, which, though 
of confequence, do not fall under the cognizance either ot the Council or Committee. 

It is to their proceedings I would refer you for proofs of that harmony, with which 

our affairs have been conducted during my government. ‘Their example has been 
imitated by the younger fervants in both civil and military departments ; who, defi- 
rovs of convincing their employers, that their paft faults have been occafioned by the 
heat and extravagance of youth, apply themfelves with diligence to the difcharge of 
their feveral functions. Nor can I with juftice to thefe gentlemen omit remarking to 
you, that in general where errors have arifen, they have proceeded more from their 
extreme youth and inexperience, than from any inclination to do wrong ; as fuch, I 
flatter myfelf they will be overlooked. 

The only difference of opinion that has given rife to altercation, you will fee re- 
corded in the proceedings of the Committee, in their correfpondence with Colonel 
Smith commanding your forces. As his ideas of the conduct of Sujah al Dowlah, 
and of the political meafures which have been purfued, have conftantly differed from 
ours, I judge it incumbent upon me, for your information, and for the juftification of 
our conduct, to lay before you a compendious ftatement of the different powers of 
Hindoftan, by whom our own, or the public tranquility can be effentially difturbed; a 
ftatement, which will fully evince the fecurity of the Honourable Company’s pof- 
feffions here, and the ftability of the fyftem which has been fo happily adopted. 

The firft and great caufe of our fecurity is, the general indigence of the Mogul 
empire; the invafion of Nadir Shaw gave the figft ftroke to its power and opulence, 
but it fell not fo heavily as is commonly imagined. It gave a mortal wound, it is 
true, to the overgrown wealth and arrogance of the Omras ;° but, as the blow 
was not purfued, its efect was not immediately felt beyond the capital. The erup- 
tion of the Mahnrattas enfued, their wide extended ravages laid defolate almoft every 
thing on the fourth fide of the Ganges, from near the frontiers of Bahar, on the eaff, 
© Sirhind on the north andmeft. Their undiftinguifhing rapine plunged cities and 

countries 
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countries in one common ruin, and the empire muft have funk under their oppref- 
fion, or fallen a prey to their ambition, if the defeat at Paniput had#not put a pe- 
riod at once to their power and devaftations. The expeditions of the Shaw Abdalla 
fucceeded, which, thoug& neither fo extsofive, deftructive, or bloody, as thofe of 
the Maharattas, flill conduttd greatly to exhauft a déclining ftate; and, though his 
{phere of action was chiefly confined to the Panjab and confines of Dehly, yet the 
¥2% fums he levied muft have been feverely felt throughout a country which pro- 
du sno filver, and but very little gold. So large a decreafe of fpecie naturally pro- 
duc da decay of trade, and a diminution of cultivation; and, though thefe evils 
have, in fome meafure, been palliated in our provinces by the annual imports of 
bullion, yet in the moft flourifhing interior parts, fuch as Benares, Mirzapore, &c. 
the faét s notorious, and beyond difpute. 

The ratural confequence of thefe circumftances has been, that the different powers 
find theii finances narrow, and their treafures unequal to the maintenance at a re- 
seca rmy, or the profecution of a war of any duration. Whenever, therefore, 
they are ued by ambition or neceffity to enter on any expedition, they afiemble 
new levies f r the purpofe with the moft unreflecting precipitancy ; they rifk every 
thing on one © wpaign, becaufe they have feldom refources for a fecond, and come 
to an engagement all events, becaufe the confequence of a defeat are lefs terrible 
than thofe which mu® enfue from the defertion, or fedition of an ill paid and dif- 
affected army. As tı cir troops then are chiefly raw men and aliens, they are with- 
out attachment to their general, or confidence in each other: a variety of pa ed 
ent commanders deftroy all fubordination and authority ; and the certainty of beg- 
gary and ftarving, from .4e common accidents of war, throws a damp on the moft 
ardent bravery. 

Thefe circumftances, I apprehend, gentlemen, have been very principal fources of. 
our repeated victories over thefe immenfe Afiatic armies, which have fled before a 
handful of your trbops; and thefe will, I truft, either deter others in future, or 
enfure fuccefs againft any who may be defperate enough to brave a force like ‘ours, 
fo ftrengthened by difcipline, and rendered formidable by uninterrupted fucceffes. 

A fecond, and no lefs powerful reafon for the fecurity of our fituation, is the dif- 
cordancy of the principles, views, and interefts of the neighbouring powers; and 
which muft ever defeat any project of accomplifhing, by an affociation, what the 
wealth or powcr of a fingle one muft prove unequal to. The majority of the pre- 
fent princes of Hindoftan have no natural right to the countries they poffefs. In 
the general wreck of the monarchy, every man feized what fortune threw into hts 
hands; and they are, therefore, more ftudious to fecure what they have already ob- 
tained, than to grafp at new acquifitions. Hence, the principal difturbances which 
have lately happened in Hindotian, (Sujah al Dowlah’s invafion of Bengal excepted) 
have been acc dental broils raifed by the Maharattas, Seiks, and the Shaw Abdalla, 
whofe views were rather extended to plunder than to territorial poficfhons. Con- 
{cious that the maintenarce of their ufurped authority depends on their preventing 
any of the members from being too much deprefied, or too much elevated, they 
are become jealous and fufpicious of each other, and ever ready to throw in their 
weight againft any one whom theyefee rifing too high above the common level. For 
this reafon, they qt firt looked on our fuccefles with an evil eye, ’rill our gencrofity 
to Sujah al Dowlah ; our attention to our treaties and public faith; and above all, 
our moderation in not purfuing our viétories, begot a confidence in us they had not 
in their countrymen, and made them rather ambitious of our friendfhip than jealous 
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Thus-circumftanced, it will always be eafy for a watchful and active adminiftra- 
ion on our fide, to hold the generat ballance of Hindoftan, and crufh every combi- 
nation in the bud, by fpiriting up fome neighbouring power, who may be either ill- 
difpofed, or.at leaft not favourable to the confederates. .A very little acquaintance 
with thedifpofirion of the natives, will fhew their ardour for change, sherr they 
have a profpeét of fupport; and the fituation of Allahabad, and the ftation of a 
brigade there, renders this plan ftill more practicable. Its fituation makes it in 
fome meafure, the key of the furrounding territories; and its vicinity to the {ev eral 
countries of Sujah al Dowlah, the Rohillas, Jauts, and Maharattas, enables -> to 
penetrate their views with more certainty, and in cafe of neceffity, to center ang part 
with our army in ten or fifteen days, where we can have either an ally to fupport, or 
an enemy to punifh. It is for thefe reafons, we have been obliged to retain a brigade 
out of the provinces. Our repeated refolutions in Committee, will, I doubt not, 
evince our earneft defire to fulfil your orders on this head, and the neceflity itfelf ex- 
cufes us for keeping it there as long as thefe reafons fhall fubfift. 

*Such, gentlemen, feem to be the general caufes of our prefent fecurity here; but 
they reccive additional ftrength, from the particular characters and fitu .tions of the 
feveral potentates themfelvcs. À 

The King, Shaw Allum, acknowledged emperor of Hindoft, retains little of 
the authority or dominions of his anceftors, but what he has djived from us. The 
provinces of Korah and Allahabad yield him a revenue of abo t twenty-feven lacks* 
per annum, ata rack rent; this is almoft exhaufted, to ftyport rather the name, 
than the fubftance of an army, whilft the Bengal tribute defsiys the e-pences of his 
court and houfhold, and enables him to live in an aflluencgy if not with a fplendor, 
he never before enjoyed. His abilities are rather below mediocrity, and his charac- 
ter feems rather calculated for private life than a throne. He is religious, as a man ; 
affectionate, as a father; and humane, asa matter; but, as a prince, he is weak, 
indolent, irrefolute, and eafily fwayed by the counfels of felf-interefted men: I can; 
not, “however, think we have any thing to apprehend from thefe difpofitions ; the 
remembrance of what he experienced, when dependent on Sujah al Dowlah, has 
created in him fuch a difidence of Hindoftan connexions, as will effectually prevent 
him trufting himfelf to any of them again; and, at the fame time, he probably en- 
tertains a diftant hope, that the hand which has already raifed him to his prefent in- 
dependence, may one day be extended to reftore him to his throne and right. 

he Nabob, Sujah al Dowlah, is our next ally ; and, if gratitude can be any tie 

on an Hindoftan heart, we have every reafon to confider him as connected with us 
by the moft indiffoluble bonds. His dominions, except the Zemindarry of Bulwant 
Sing, lie on the north of the Ganges, and extend to the hills; and, though they are 
more thinly peopled than is common in this country, have been fo much improved 
by his late regulations in them, as to produce annually near one crore and twenty- 
five lacks of + rupees. His increafe of ftrength has kept pace with his increafe of 
revenue. He has near eleven battalions of Sepoys of all forts, a good body of horfe, 
and has made confiderable additions to his artillery and magazines; but, as his whole 
revenue can never fupport a force which can be really formidable to us, fo it will al- 
ways be in our power to direét the force he has to fuch purpofes as may beft con- 
duce to the intereft of the Honourable Company and the general peace. The Na- 
bob’s education, and perhaps difpofition, have led him to be vain, afpiring, and im- 
patient. He is active, but defultory ; his judgment rather acute than found ; and 
his generalfhip and policy more plaufible than folid. From pride, or jealoufy, he is 
afraid to employ men of abilities or rank, in the feveral departments of his govern- 
ment ; 
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ment; he plans, direéts, overfees, and executes every thing himfelf ; fo that the 
tnultiplicity of bufinefs, and his daily encreafing infirmitics, oblige him to leave his 
beft defigns imperfeét and crude. His ambftioi, it is,truc, is always inciting him 
to form new projects, but his volatility induces him to be continually abandoning 
fome, and his impctuofity often renders the remainder abortive. In a word, from 
a noft careful réview of his character and conduct, he feems a much properer 
inftrument to accomplifh the Company’s main point, the maintaining themfelvcs the 
umpires of Hindoftan, than an enemy, who, trom his ftrength or fituation, could 
give thum any material uncafinefs or trouble. 

The Rohilla chiefs fucceed, 2s feveral of them are immediately contiguous to the 
dominions of his majefty, or of Sujah al Dowlah. The pri. cipal ones are Achmed 
Cawn Bun vith, Haffez Rahmet Cawn, and Nijib al Dowiah, befides fevéral of lefs 
importance ; fuch as, Dunnedy Cawn, Sardar Cawn, &c. ‘Though all thefe are, in 
fact, independent of each other; vet, as being of one tribe, and deriving their 
power from ome ftock, (Ally Mahomed Cawn) it is generally fuppofed they would 
unite in their c mmon defence; although, from their difpofitions and fituations, it 
feems hardly pofh *e they could be brought to act unanimoufly. Their joint force is 
computed at about chrty thoufand effective horfe and foot; but thefe, from their 
native hardinefs, their d: xteritv with the fword, and fkill in the ufe of war rockets, 
have gencrally been rank d in higher eftimation than the ordinary Hindoftan troops ; 
and the people in general, from foime circumftances in their political conftitution, may 
be confidered rather as a rin. 1g power, at leaft in national {trength. 

The territories of Achmea Cawn Bungith, immediately border on the Korah coun- 
try to the weftward; they lie chicflv, if not entirely, between the Ganges and the 
Jumna ; and his capital, Furruk-abad, is fituated on the Ganges, about ifty cofs be- 
yond the territories of Korah; his revenu.s, at the higheft ecilimation, amount to # 
thirty-five or fortv lacks of rupees, but the receipts do not probably exceed + thirty, 
and his ordinary force may be about eight thoufand horfe and foot : he is now pretty 
far advanced in vears, and unfit for active hfe, both from an incurable lamenefs, and 
the various infirmities which a long courfe of every fpecies of debauchery has brought 
on: vet, with all his vices, he isa man of {trong parts, extenfrve experience, and deep 
policy. FY makes feveral generous allowarces to men of noble families and decayed 
fortunes, and is a great encourager of trade, by ufing every endeavour to proteét the 
merchant from the natural turbulency of his fub‘ccts ; on thefe accounts, he is much 
refpected among his tribe, and i; generally confidered as their leader in cafe of an 
attack on their community, though the other two principal chiefs exceed him both in 
revenue and force. He has no ch''dren to fuceced him, but has, after the Rohilla 
cuftom, adonred one of his flaves, anc given him the title cf Daim Cawn. 

The countrv poflefied by Haffez Rahmet Cawn joins to the weftern limits of Su- 
jah al Dowla'’s domirions, and lies entirely on the north of the Ganges, except 
Etwah, and f me other straggling Pergunnahs, which lie on the Jumna. The ex- 
tent of ir towards the north and the cit cannot be occurately determined, as our ac- 
counts are but imperfeét and from report, but it produces a reveoue of at leaft * fifty 
or fixty lacks of ru' ees, and enables him to maintain a ftanding army of about fifteen 
or eighteen th-ufand norfe and foor. His character has little io diftingunth it, exeepe 
that low cunning, intrigue, and dec:it, fo general in this country; and his avarice 
makes him particularly cautious or rifquing his treafures by engaging in ditpures or 
war. With all his parfimony, he is nor very rich, and his fon, -Anaut Alnah Cawn, 
a bold, giddy vouth, without education or parts, drawswW he can from him to fup-~ 
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ly his own extravagauce: the father is between forty and fifty years of age, but, 
althy and ftrong, and the fon about twenty-three or twenty-four at moft. 

The poflefions of Nijib al Dowlah are bounded by Sirfiind on the weft, and, - 
ginning on the Jumna about feven Cofs eaft of Dehly, they take a {weep han lg 
the peninfula, and to the northward of the Ganges, fo as to Jom Haffez Rahmet's an 
Dunnedy Cawn’s weftern frontier. He has, alio, fome diftricts im the confine, of 
Dehly to the fouth of the Jumna. The revenue of fuch an immenfe tract of country, 
in one of the moft fertile parts of the empire, would be prodigious ; but the gréatett 
part of it having long been the feat of war, and or the depredations of the Maha- 
rattas, Seiks, and Abdalla, it is much impoverithed, and docs not yield above eighty 
or ninety + locks per annum. Confiderable, however, as this is, his treafury was 
never very ull. He has been obliged for many years to keep a ftrong army for the 
proteétion of his dominions and his family, againft the continual incurfiens of the 
Seiks, &c. and the large contributions he was obliged laft year to pay thz Shaw Ab- 
dalla, has now probably drained it entirely. His troops are generally .wenty thou- 
fand, or more; and, as he has been alimoft continually at war, are vete.an and brave. 
As a man, and a prince, he is perhaps the only example in Hin voittan of, at once, 
a great and good character. He railed himfelt from the command of fifty horfe to 
his prefent grandeur, entirely by his fuperior valour, integrit , and ftrength of ge- 
nius; and has maintained himfelf in it with univerfal applauf , by a fpiriced and well 
grounded fyftem of policy. Experience and abilitics have fivoplied the want of letters 
and education; and the native noblenefs and goodnefs of s heart have amply made 
amends for the defeét of his birth and family. Fle is a &rict lover of juftice, a moft 
faithful fubjeét to his emperor, and has long been the fole deferce and fupport of 
the Roya) Family at Dehly. His wifdom and conduct were no where more maniteft 
than in his tranfaétions laft year with the Shaw Abdalla. He found himfelf obliged 
to join him, or expofe his country to an immediate invafion, and, therctore, com- 
plied with the neceffity; but, at the fame time, fo protracted their councils, and 
threw fo many fecret obftacles in the way of their defigns, that after feveral months, 
the Shaw finding his troops mutinous for want of pay or plunder, himfelf harrafied 
by the Seiks, the heatsebegun, and the rains approaching, was obliged to return 
home with difgrace, and a contented with a fum of money infinitely inferior to 
what his expedition had promifed. Another man, in fuch a fituation, would pro- 
bably have loft his life or liberty; but Nijib al Dowlah, by his prudence, at once 
faved his dominions, and extricated himlelft. He is now about fixtv years old, 
and his conftitution much worn down by fatigue and ficknefs ; fo that it is probable 
he will foon be fucceeded by his eldeft fon, Zabelah Cawn, aged rear thirty-five, 
who, to all his father’s virtues, joins the improvements of a liberal education. 

It would be unneceflary to trouble you with a detail of Dunnedy Cawn, Sardar 
Cawn, and the other inferior chiefs. They can have no political conftequence; 
but as their dominions are furrounded by thofe of the more powerful Sirdars, 
they muft, of necefity, adopt whatever plan of action the others may think expedient 
to embrace. 

The dominions of Jewhar Sing, or the Jaut cBuntry, extends in the peninfula from 
Agra to within a few Cofs of Dehly on the weft, and near I-twah on the eaft; they 
are poficffed likewife of a large tract to the fouth of the Jumna; and, befides a 
number of inferior places of ftrength, lave three forts which are deemed almoft im- 
pregnable. The revenue of Jewhar Sing is, on a moderate computation, near two 
erore of f rupees per annum, befides the aflonifhinge tuins his father Serage Mahl had 
aimaffed. But, though he is fo much fuperior to his nei; hbours in wealth, his ftrength 
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¿S not proportionable ; his people, from their caft and occupation, are unaddicted to 
arms, and he has, therefore, on all occafions where he has n attacked himfelf, or 
has attacked others, been obliged to call in foreign auxiliaries : thefe carry off a large 
proportion of his excefs of wealth, and muft, if he has any thoughr, render him 
cautious of engaging much in war, left the fame arms he ufes for the deftruction of 
others, may be ultimately turned againft himfelf. His character, like the majority 
or-the great in Hindoftan, is that of a man abforbed in pleafure and luxury; weak, 
vain-glorious, afpiring, without experience or abilities. He difcovered fome perfonal 
bravdéry in his late engagement with the Raje-poors, but little prudence or conduct 
in the comnfencement of the war, or method of carrying it on. His ftanding army 
is computed at about twelve thoufand horfe, a large body of foot, who garrifon his 
forts; and Somroo, with his rabble of Sepoys, is the gencral he feems moft to de- 
nd upon. 

Phe wanes with which he is now at war, is Maha Rajah Madhu ps and his 
ambition, hich led him to the invafion, coft him, five months ago, fo fignal a de- 
feat, that he has been obliged to call in the Seiks to his affittance. His adverfary 
has done the fame with the Maharattas; and fhould their divifions permit them to 
anfwer the fumnuens, in all probability after the enfuing rains the difpute may be- 
come obftinate and bloody : whatever may be the event, it can fcarcely affect us ; 
and the moft probable confequence feeins to be, a confirmation of the general tran- 
quay, as thefe four pr cipal powers will be too much enfeebled, by their mutual ef- 
orts againft each other, to be fpeedily in a condition of giving the public any difturbance. 

Maha Rajah Madhu Sing poffeffes a large diftri€t to about the fouth-weft of Dehly, 
and his revenue is eftimated at about a crore of * rupees. Few princes of Hindoftan 
can compare with him for the antiquity of his family, or the fame of his anceftors. 
His fubjects are chiefly Raje-poots, born to war; they are the cultivators of his lands 
in peace, and the undaunted defenders of thefe lands when invaded. Proud of their 
ancient glory, they dildain to fly, and rufh with intrepidity to certain death or victory. 
In the late engagement with Jewhar Sing, their horfe rode up through the fire of 
above ninety pieces of cannon, and all the mufquetry of the Sepoys, till they came 
to fwords; and, though thrice repulfed, renewed the att.ck, which met with the 
fuccefs their bravery deferved, and night alone faved the remains of the Jaut’s broken 
forces. What renders this noble fpirit {till more laudable is, that it is chiefly exerted 
in the defence of their families and mafter; nor do I recolleét an inftance in the 
annals of Hidoftan, where they were fubdued themfelves, or attempted the con- 
queft of others. 

The Maha Rajah is more remarkable for his family than talents; and though nci- 
ther weak nor deficient, yct his abilities can hardly entitle him to eminence or fame, 
His ftanding armv is but inconfiderable, becaufe, as I obtersed before, all his fub- 
jects are his foldiers ; fo that, however amplv he is provided for his own fecurity, his 
í} {tem is no ways calculated for foreign expeditions. 

We have been fo long acquainted with the Maharattas in the Deccan, that it 
would be fuperfluous fo make any obfervations on their fituitions, to gentlemen fo 
well informed of it from the prefidencies of Madrafs ard Bombay ; and I fhould not 
have mentioned them at all, exceptas poffeffors of fome diftri¢ts which lie on the 
fouth of the Jumnz, and contiguous to the +demefnes of our § royal ally. Their 
neighbourhood, however, can never give us caufe of apprehenfion, as the fmailn s 
of their f rce there leaves them rathcr open to invafions themfelve , than pt s it in 
their power to molcft others: and the late advices from Bombay and Madrais, wilt 
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clearly point out how impracticable it muft be for the Maharattas, under their pre-): 
fent inteftineivifions and jealoufies, to fend any formidable reinforcements to fo re- 
mote poffeffions with hoftile views. I fhall clofe this head with one general remark, 
that as the Maharattas are notorioufly the foldiers for hire, their arms will proba- 
bly be ever at our devotion, ‘becaufe our revenues can beft enable us.to come up to 
their pricc. 

As the country of the Sciks commences as far weft as Sirhind, their diftance would 
be a fufficient reafon for omitting them in this detail, did not their aftonifhin rife 
from the loweft ebb of national weaknefs, to a moft refpectable pitch of power, make 
it neceflary juft to touch on them. In the reign of Ferruk Seer, their tribe was not 
computed at above one thoufand perfons; but their admiffion of converts of all per- 
fuafions into their religion, has, in fo fhort an interval, fwelled their force to above 
eighty thoufand men fit for arms; and put them in potfeffion of all that fertile coun- 
try between Sirhind and the river Atoch. Ina political view, they feem rather a 
barrier for Hindoftan againft Abdalla, or any other weftern power, than a people 
aiming at conqueft; and their military conduct on the § Shaw’s late expedition, gave 

full proof of their ability to repel, if not ruin an invader. 

is, gentlemen, is the ftate of the Hindoftan powers, which-7 have taken the 
liberty of fubmitting to your cognizance. I believe it will be found exact, though 
not minute, and be fufficient to demonftrate, that, as every advantage of revenue, 
difcipline, force, and unanimity is on our fide, fo the opp fite difadvantages muft 
prove fatal to any power who may attempt to be your enemy. I muft refer you to 
the country correfpondence for farther particulars, as well s for the confirmation of 
what I have here advanced. You will there find pleafing proofs of the anxious defire 
all the powers I have enumerated, exprefs for our alliance and friendihip; and you 
will clearly perceive from thence, how eafy it muft be for us to maintain our prefent 
eharacter as umpires of Hindoftan, by counteracting any hoftile defigns againft our- 
felves or our allies, by our influence at a diftance, or by our fofce when near. This 
has been the fvftem I have ever ftrenuoufly recommended to the Committee; the 
maxim I have invariably purfued myfelf; and this, I truft, will continue in future to 
be crowned with the defired fuccefs. j 

I could have wifhed the * gentlemen on the Coaft had been more deeply impreffed 
with this idea, fo that the reinforcements fent from Bengal, inftead of being fcattered 
and difmembered, might have ftruck the important blow we meditated againft the 
+ Subah. In this cafe, H\der-abad, weak and defencelefs, mutt have failen an eafy 
prey before the Nizam could have even received intelligence of the expedition ; and, 
as the capture muft have more univerfally enforced a conviction of our power, fo the 
generous reftitution of it to a repenting enemy, muft have highly exalted our mo- 
deration and difintereftednefs. 

You will obferve, from the Committee proceedings, that a jealoufy has long fub- 
fitted between the cours of his {majefty and Sujah al Dowlah. A feeming atten- 
tion in us to one more than to the other, will ever awaken apprehenfions; and, how- 
ever nice and delicate our conduct may be, imaginary caufe~ for uneafinefs will al- 
ways be found. His maicfty has lately, through our interpofition, liftened to an ac- 
commodation with the || Nabob; and, by a letter juft received, has confirmed his 
reconciliation, by conferring a drefs on the p Vizier. A 

The very large and valuable cargocs laden on board the feveral fhips of this fea- 
fon, will, I hope, be a convincing proof of the great attention that has been paid to fo 
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important a part of your affairs. The feveral invoices amount to no lefs ehan five mil- 
lions eight hundred and nincty-fix thoufand * rupees, and a ballance of goods re- 
nains in the warehoutes of*four hundred and forty-nine thoufand + rupees, which 
makes the total of your inveftment this feafon fix milliőns three hundred and forty- 
five thoufand f rupees. So confiderable an increafe, at a time when the other nations 
were equally anxious with ourfelves to extend their trade, could not be effected with- 
out many difagreeable complaints from both the French and Dutch factories; though 
many of them, upon examination, proved frivolous, and others without foundation. 
They muft do us the juftice to acknowledge, that we have acted towards them with 
moderation, and have often affifted them by our influence with the country govern- 
ment in points that were not detrimental to your intereft; nor has this increate been 
unattended by complaints from your own tervants, though, I muft coafefs, with 
much more juftice: and my duty to my empoyers, no lefs than humanity to the 
fufferers, ca.ls upon me to fay before you a diftinct reprefentation of their cafe. The in- 
curfions of the Maharattas in the time of the Nabob Alliverdy Cawn, the difputes 
we were forced into with his fucceffor, Serajah al Dowlah, and the war we fuftained 
againft the bloody tyrant Meer Coffim, have kept thefe provinces in a continual ftate 
ot confufion, and introduced all the evils attendant upon war. Cultivation was neg- 
lected, manufactures were deftroved, and numbers of weavers and winders were ob- 
liged to procure fubfifteace from a lefs precarious employment. We have, indeed, 
enjoyed a few years of reft, and the country every day feels more and more the be- 
nefit arifing from it. Plenty has fucceeded to famine, and fecurity has induced the 
natives to apply themfelves again to labour, and to commerce; but the manutactures 
are {carcely encreafed, the Aurungs are not fo well peopled as they were twenty years 
before; and vet your demands, and thofe of the other nations, are beyond what the 
country is able to fupply, was cvery fpecies of cloth to be purchafed. The amount 
of vour orders is above a || crore and twenty lacks, the Dutch with to have § forty, 
the French are endeavouring to procure ** twenty-two, and the Danes and Portu- 
guefe ++ iifteen. 

The French and Dutch Companies, by granting remittances only for fuch fums as 
have been paid into their treafuries in filver, have been amply fupplied with money ; 
and they have as amply furnifhed their age :ts at the Aurungs with the proper fpecies 
of rupees, whilft we have bcen put to difficulties in that account. To obviate thefe 
in foime meafure, and to comply with your orders to the utmoft of our power, we 
have been obliged t» curtail the private trade of your fervants at every Aurung toa 
degree 2)moft of annihilation. 

Denice of that principal branch of commerce by which alone the fhipping trade 
can be fupported, interdicied trading in falt, whilit we behold all the torcign nations, 
as well as natives, enjoving the benefit of it, under feigned names and various pre- 
tences, too intricate to be unfolded, and too deeply laid to be checked or brought 
to public view, prot‘bited all other means of accumulating money, with {mall fa- 
laries, and no emoluments, from whence is a fervant to raite a fortune in Bengal? I 
declare, I have as great an opinion of your prefent fet of fervants in general, as of 
anv one body of men: but wich fich a profpect before them, having the govern- 
ment of a rich and-pomilous kingdom, and the amount cf millions paifing through 
their hands, they muit be more t an men to ftaud the fiery trial: were they to refift 
the temptation, I greatly fear that zeal and vigou. fo uecetlary for the profperous 
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management of your affairs, would be wanting; but, fhould it be too powerful, I 
tremble for the confequences. 

This, I am fenfible, is not the ftate to which you would with to fee your feryke 
reduced, but it really is the ftate at prefent; you have been pleafed to promife your 
fervants fome confideration in licu of the falr, and they wait with anxiety your re- 
folutions. 

I have thus, gentlemen, performed what my duty required at my hands; if I have 
any where exprefied myfelf with too much warmth, the nature of the fubjeét will, I 
hope, fufficiently plead my excufe. 

It was this heavy reftri€tion upon private trade, that induced fome of the gentle- 
men clandeftinely to extend their commerce into the territories of our ally Sujab al 
Dowlah, but the ill conduct of fome of the Gomaftahs having occafioned complaints 
trom the Nabob, I immediately iffued orders for their recall, and have taken eflectual 
meafures for preventing that trade in future. 

The increafing fcarcity of filver has been fo fully fet forth in the proceedings of the 
Council and Committee, that nothing but the urgent neceffity of the fettlement could 
tempt me to remind you of it in this letter. Gold is not current at the Auri ngs, and 
we fhall with difficulty be enabled to raife a fufficient quantity of filver for the provi- 
fion of the enfuing year’s inveftment. A farther remittance to China is entirely out 
of our power to fupply. ; 

The extent of your territorial poffeffions in Bengal requires#?a confiderable body both 
of Europeans and Sepovs to be maintained for its defence. The lartcr corps is conttantly 
kept completed, but the number of the former is far fhdrt of the fixed eftablifhment. 
The recruits of the laft feafon were not even fufficient to fupply cafualtics. As the 
keeping the brigades and artillery complete is of the higheft importance to the fafcty of 
thefe provinces, I muft entreat of you, gentlemen, to encreafe the number of the 
annual recruits for Bengal. 

The indent for cannon and fmall arms, I likewife hope, will be fully complied 
with ; of the former, many may prove ufelefs on the very firft trial, and the larrer are 
hable to fo many accidents, from the dangerous navigation of the river in tranfporting 
them to the army, froin the ignorance, the careleffnefs, or the defertion of the Sepoys, 
that an ample referve in our magazines is abfolutely neceffary ; no lefs than one thou- 
fand fix hundred of the laft fupply were loft in the river a few days fince, which, I fear, 
we fhall never recover. 

An agate quarry has been lately difcovered among the hills near Mongheer: as the 
{tone appeared to be of a proper quality for gunflints, I ordered a quantity to be made, 
and have directed five thoufand to be fent to the fecond brigade, and the like quantity 
to the remainder of the firft brigade, and the troops in garrifon ; if, upon trial, they 
an{fwer my expectation, I fhall recommend to the board the p = two millions of 
them to be kept in ftore for the fupply of any future emergency: they are cheaper 
than the flints from Europe, the expence being only four * rup¢es for a thoufand ; but, 
left they fhould not prove ferviceable, or the vein be infufficicnt for a conftant fupply, 
I would beg leave to recommend that the indent for this feafon be complied with. I 
have fent by Captain Riddle one hundred, take promifcuoufly out of the heap, for 
your examination and opinion. 

The Committee proceedings will inform you, that we have been treating with the 
Maharattas for their ceffion of the country of Cuttack: this negociation has been great- 
ly protracted, but I am in hopes of feeing it very foon concluded. It is cuftomary 
wath thefe people to fpin out troattes to an immoderate length: avaritious in the higheft 
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degree, they endeavour by every artifice to encreafe their exorbitant demands; and, 
faithlefs themfelves, they are fufpicious of the faith of others. 'The® advantages of 
{uch an acceffion of territory are too obvious to require being particularly pointed out. 

he mutual affiftance the + prefid ncies can Yield each other, unfubjected to the pre- 
cavioufnefs of the feafons, and the accidents fo liable to fhipping, isnot one of the leaft 
we fhall derive from completing the chain of your poffefions from the banks of the 
§ Caramnafia to the extremities of the coaft of Coromandel. 

I have the honour to enclofe you a eya {tatement of your receipts and difburfe- 
iments of cafh during the year one thoufand feven hundred and fix y-feven. It is cal- 
culated more for fpeculation, than to be depended upon for its exa¢tnefs ; though I am 
certain you will find it deviating but flightly from the truth, fhould any error appear. 

To confirm what I have before urged of the neceffiry of your encreafing the number 
of recruits deftined for this prefidency, I do myfelf the honour to enclofeea ftate of the 
European forces, drawm up to the firft of this month, and compared with one made 
the 3oth of June laft ; from which you will obferve that three hundred and ninety were 
fick, and fix hundred and feventy were wanting to complete the eftablifhment, before 
the arrival of the recruits of laft feafon ; and though none of them were loft either by 
death or defertion during their ftay at Calcutta, we have at this time three hundred 
and fixty-fix fick, and three hundred and five are ftill wanting to complete: an amazing 
deficiency, when it is confidered that the fickly feafon is not yet begun. 

A number of gentlgmen are employed in a furvey of thefe provinces. The boun- 
daries are almoft finifhed, and the are now taking the fections of the feveral countries, 
In September next, I hope to have the pleafure of fending you a complete plan of all 
you poflieffions in this partof India. In tracing and examining fuch an immenfe tract 
of country, the prae pa t of which affords not the leaft conveniency to an European, 
the expence muft neceffarily be great, but the benefit of fuch an undertaking will be 
an ample compenfation for the sa that are attendant upon it. 

You will be pleafed to receive a general return of your forces, both European and 
Sepoys. As I have not late y received an) return of the detachment to the Coaft, I 
hav b en obliged to omit it. 

I flatter myfelf you have, ere now, made choice of a gentleman to fucceed me in the 
overninent: the weaknefs of my conflitution renders fuch a meafure abfolutely necef- 
ry if itis not already effected. My gratitude to the Company would not allow me 

to hefitate a moment in complying with their orders, fhould they judge it expedient 
for me to make a longer ftay im India; but a feries of nineteen years dedicated to their 
fervice has fo entirely deftroyed m conftitution, that an ther year’s refidence in Ben- 
gal would, in all probability, prove fatal. Should my ill ftate of health oblige me to 
vacate the chair before I am honoured with your anfwer, I fhall quit it with the lefs 
reluctance, as th gentleman next to me in the fervice, (Mr. Cartier,) bears fo worthy 
and unexceptionable a character: and I take the liberty of recommending him to your 
particular notice. l 

Allow me, gentfemen, to conclude with a private requeft for myfelf, and I the lefs 
fear a denial, when I refleét, that it is the firft I have ever taken the liberty to make ; 
that you will indulge me with fhe remit ance of fuch part of my fortune as may be 
remaining in India at my departure, through your cafh. p 


+ The two prefidencies of Fort St. George on the coaft of Coromandel, and of Fort William in 


Bengal. 
$ The river Caramnaffa is the north weft boundary eé the province of Bahar, and divides it from the 
late Rajah Bulwant Sing’s country. a 
@ 
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No. XXV. 


To the Honourable the Court of Direéors, &@c. 


Fort William, September a6, 1768. 


I had the honour to addrefs you under date the 28th of March, by the fhip Admiral 
Pocock, and endeavoured then to give you as full a ftatement of your political and com- 
mercial concerns, as my health and a fhort refpite from public kuin E would permit. Į 
will now proceed on the fame plan to lay plainly before you every matter which feems 
worthy F. your knowledge or attention. I have always deemed this direét corref pondence 
between the Prefident and the Court of Direétors of the moft férious import to the Com- 

any ; becaufe, having the primary fuperintendence of the feveral departments, he muft 

beft acquainted with the immediate fprings of every material event; and becaufe, as 
an individual, hecan communicate his fentiments with that freedom and unreferve which 
the delicacy of public addrefies will not with propriety admit. It has ever been my 
principle, and, I truft, will be ever my practice, to give truth as I find it, even where 
that truth might appear unfavourable to mytelf, or dilagreeable to you: I look on my- 
felf as accountable for all my public acts to you, to my king, and to my country ; 
and I will never difguife faéts to court approbation, or conceal them from an apprehen- 
fion of cenfure. For this reafon, I hope my prefent reprefentation will have that weight 
in your opinions which I could have wifhed our public ones had been honoured with 
on fome late confequential points. Your Governor and Council, I may fafely affirm, 
ever merited the preference which feems to have been given to private authorities; and, 
I am perfuaded, a fhort refleétion will eafily evince how injurious fuch a fufpicion is 
to your fervants, how unworthy of ) our impartiality, and how dangerous to the Com- 
pany’s affairs in general. The intelligence of individuals can be derived only from 
partial lights, and communicated mainly with private views. Your fervants, on the 
contrary, are immediately prefent on the fcene of -aétion ; they have free accefs to every 
fource of information, and can neither andife or villify advantages or loffes, without 
certainty of detection and forfeiture of good name. Whatever benefits, therefore, 
may be expected to accrue from a comparifon of public and private advices, they will 
be found by experience to be no ballance to their inconveniences : fuch a jealous atten- 
tion to their Cine may, perhaps, prove a curb to a corrupt adminiftration, but it 
will certainly furnifh them with a plaufible excufe, while a manifeftation of diftruft will 
inevitably fetter the a¢tivity and refolution of the moft upright government. As your 
fervants, we are accountable for every aét and meafure; but it is furely hard that our 
conduct and integrity fhould be arraigned on the ill-founded teftimony of {fanguine or 
difcontented men! I am fenfible how much the del'cacy of your fituation, and the 
violence of oppofition muft have influenced you in this point; and I hope you will ex- 
cufe my warmth on the occafion. A little time will either juftify or condemn us; and 
I truft the prefent * difpatch will demonftrate whofe reprefentations have been moft au- 
thentic and impartial. 

The King Shaw Allum remains much in the fame fituation, both asto his affairs 
and difpofitions. The memory of what is paft continues to render him fearful of form- 
ing Hindoftan connections. Formed, as I have oblerved, rather for private life than a 
throne, he infenfibly begins to acquie in the enjoyment of competence and inde- 
pendeficy : and his rooted jealoufy of Sujah al Dowlah, and of his encreafing power, 
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binds him to us more ftrongly, as well from apprehenfion as neceffity. He profeffes 
on all occafions, and I believe fincerely, to be influenced only by the Englith counfels; 
and though his re-eftablifhment at Dehly is cafually the fubje@ of his converfation and 
letters, yet a reference to Cal. Barker’s correfppndence a pomt out how far his refelu- 
tions in this matter are from being immediate or determined. 

In the firuation of the other potentates of Hindoftan, no om alteration has taken 
place, except the deceafe of the Raje-poot and Jaut chiefs. aha Rajah Madhu Sing 
died a natural death, after concluding a fort of truce rather than peace, with Jewhar 
Sing and the Seiks; and Jewhar Sing was affaffinated in June by a Raje-poot, four of 
whom had been commiffioned by their principal Sirdars for that purpofe, from an 
apprehenfion of his views on thcir country, after the rains, on account of the youth 
and weaknefs of their new ruler Perteet Sing. No commotions, however, have been 
Sa by this accident. His brother Ruttun Sing (a weak and ipdolent de- 

auchee) has peaceably fucceeded him, though it is not improbable that very weak- 
nefs may prove a temptation to his neighbours, or the enterprizing Maharatta or Seik, 
to attack him at a proper opportunity. Divifions have alfo been manifefted among 
the Rohillas. A formidable infurreétion was raifed in Achmed Cawn’s country, 
which obliged him to apply to his majefty and Sujah al Dowlah for affiftance; though 
tranquility has fince been reftored to his territories, by the defeat of the rebel Abed- 
ullah Cawn, without any foreign interpofition. The powers farther to the weftward 
~ aoe tranquil and fettled. There is no appearance of any new expedition from the 
Shaw Abdalla. And the Seiks will, in all probability, not adopt active meafures 
this feafon, as they have received money from Madhu Sing, Jewhar Sing, and Nijib 
al Dowlah, to purchafe their friendfhip, or rather to buy off their ravages. The only 
pona of their return muft be from the invitation of the Jauts or Raje-poots, 

ould the Maharattas make any attempt upon them. And their interfering in this 
cafe, will rather add to our fecurity, than give us reafon for alarm : becaufe, by their 
fupport of the weaker party, the conteft muft become more equal, and the only ene- 
my we have to fear in India, be greatly weakened thereby, without the mediation 
either of our arms or influence. 

The ftate and order of your provinces, reyenues, commerce, and fervice in gene- 
ral, are matters neat in confequence to your political f curit ; and, as fuch, require 
the moft urgent reprefentations on my pat, and the moff difpaffionate attention on 
yours. The animofi y of public faction, the extravagant hopes of the partial and 
fangu'ne, and the unjuft muifteprefentations of the defigning and difcontented, have 
contributed to exaggerate the advantages of all ab » their real, or even pofiible, 
amount; they have confpired to draw on us the public odium, and miflead the im- 
partiality and propriety of your moft pofitive orde s! 

When the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa came under your jurifdiction, 
they were much funk in opulence, popula*io1, and manufactures, from their ancient 
importance. The almoft continual irruptions of the Maharattas, under the govern- 
ment of Alliverdy Cawn, and the avarice of the minift rs under the fupinenefs of 
Serajah al Dowlah, tht neceffi ies of N eer Jaffer, and the iron hand of the rapa- 
cious nd blo d- h'ríty Meer Coffim, ftruck equally at the į roperty of the rich, and 
induft y of th p or: and while it reduced tle one to indigence, compelled the 
other to feck fafety in flight. If, to thefe, we add, firft, the immenfe amount in 
fpecie and jewels to the value of between thr e and five crores of ~ rupees, fecreted 
or carri.d off by Coffim, after his feveral defe ts had obliged him to relinquifh all 
hopes of a reinftatement: 2dly, The royal tribute of twenty-fix + lacks, and the 
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of about twenty lacks for a btigade, both paid annually out of the po 
‘winces, and y out of the fphere of our immediate circulation : gdly, 
annual amount of our ‘own, and the other nations inveftments, for which no value 
is received into-the country : 4thly, Tht large exports of bullion to Ch na, and the 
different prefidencies during “the three lat years: And laftly, the una oidable mtf- 
fortune and capital drain, the immenfe fums paid into the cath of foreign nations, for 
bills on their re{pective Companies. I fay, the egate of thefe feveral exports 
mut g inevitably and immediately ruinous to the moft flourifhing ftate, m ch 
tefs be tolerable to a declining and exhaufted country! Yet ` n this fitu- 
ation the Court of Direétors, and the nation in general, have been induced to ect 
prodigious remittances in fpecic, from a country which produces ltl god and no 
Silver; and where any confiderable imports of both have, for a fer f year , been 
rendered ugneceflary to the trade of foreign Companies, by the g ral demands for 
on Europe. It was therefore to be wifhed, and was ı an Fi 
, that when thefe lands carne under our management, we l ered for a 
time the ftated rents of moft diftricts, as an incitement to cultiva a m rove- 
meut, rather than have made the fmalleft attempt to an increafe. M n , h wever, 
amd powerful reafons, confpired to influence the adminiftrarion in he meafúres they 
: the neceffity of providing a certain fund for emergen es, in a country 
Fruitful in revolutions, the certainty of no fupplies from home, or t e other prefi- 
fiencies, and the probability of large demands from both ; all pl aded powerfully 
for retaining things on the footing we found them, and for poftponing a re axation 
Of revenuc, till thefe great purpofes were fully accomplifhed. The event has jufti- 
fied our pre-conceived opinions, though the neceffities of the country remain unre- 
lieved and wnremedied. Diftreffed as we are, at prefent, for the means of the necef- 
fary remittances to the Coaft and Bombay, for the provifion of future inveftments, 
and tven the defraying of current ¢xpences, what muft have been our fituation, had 
our colleétions been lefs rigid and ample ? Excofe me, gentlemen, for fuggefting 
here ‘another reafon, not lefs ent, though of a private nature: If, when your fer- 
vants have exerted themfelves in every extenfion of your revenues and inveftment 
eonfiftent with the immediate fafety of the country, all their efforts fall fo fhort of 
the ideas you have formed, and of the public expectation, what could they have 
hoped, had they framed their meafures for prefeat retrenchments and diftant advan- 
tages ? Might not your whole adminiftration here, with juftice, have apprehended 
their being facrificed to an irritat d and mifinformed Court of Proprietors, who 
mighs have regretted the injury, when the reparation was beyond their power? Do 
us the juftice, gentlemen, to reflect how unreafonable fuch a rifk of our fortunes 
and characters muft appear after a tedious fervice, and the manifold injuries of the 
climate, more efpecially where our own opinions and integrity are all the evidence 
we have to produce in our fupport. 

Permit me to give you my moft ferious opinion, founded on almoft nineteen years 
experience in the various branches of your revenues, and in various diftricts of your 
poflefions, that it is totally beyond the power of your adminittration to make any 
material addition to your rents, or remit a fingle rupee in fpecie home; and that, 
unlefs the moft efficacious and f{peedy meafures are entered upon by you to neceffitate 
the foreign nations to an importation of bullion, equal to the amount of their home- 
ward cargoes, and effectually to divert the capital fums paid for their bills into the 
channel of your own remittances, money will foon become fo fcarce as to oblige us 
to colleét many of the rents in the produce of the lands inftead of fpecie, and our 
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wtmioft exertion of endeavours be deemed happy, if we can any waysegather toge- 
ther a fufficient fupply of cafh for the provifion of your inveftment, and the current 
expences of this prefidencye A reference to the immenfe drains I have mentioned, 
and a ballance of trade againft the country equal to thefum of our vaft inveftments, 
and thofe of all the other nations, will eafily account for this diftrefs, and juftify my 
affertions. 

The extent of the Dutch and French credit exceeds all conception, and their bills 
are even folicited as favours. The precife fums received by them for fome years I have 
endeavoured.to cfcertain, though hitherto without fuccefs ; but if we only form our 
idea from the bills drgwn this year from Europe on individuals here and Madrafs 
(exclufive of what has been received for bills on their Company ) the amount will 
appear prodigious and alarming. Advices of draughts and letters of creditehave been 
already received to the amount of twenty-eight * lacks of rupees on Bengal, and ten + 
lacks on the gentlemen of Madrafs ; and I have the moft certain information that 
their treafurics at Pondicherry and Chandornagore are amply furnifhed with all pro- 
vifion for both their inveftments and expences for three years to come. You have 
often complained of the increafe and fuperiority of the French, &c. inveftments ; but 
your orders and regulations have furnifhed them with the moft extenfive means of 
both. It is in vain to threaten difmiffion from your fervice, or forfeiture of your pro- 
tection, for fending home money by foreign cafh, while you open no door for re- 
mittances yourfelves. Such menaces may render the practice more fecret and cautious; 
but will never diminifh, much lefs remove the evil. 

But it is not from their accumulation of money alone, both here and on the coaft, 
that I think the French defigns require a very ferious attention ; but becaufe their 
_ preparations at the iflands, and the number of fhips they fend out to remain in the 
country, leave us little room to doubt they are meditating an important and early blow 
in this quarter. How far the procuring a fquadron of men of war to be ftationed in 
India, is in your power, or confiftent with your plan, I know not ; but allow me to 
recommend it as a meafure highly conducive to your fecurity. 

Though I had not, at that time, an adequate idea either of the opulency of the 
French, or fo immediate a profpect of our own diftrefs for {pecie ; yet, with a view to. 
reftrict their fupplies for the enfuing year, I formed a plan in the beginning of May 
laft, for receiving all monies tendered to our treafury, and giving bills on Europe, 

avable in three annual proportions; the whole to bear an intereft of fix per cent. 
till fuch bills were granted ; and the ballance, after the firft year, to bearan intereft of 
three per cent. till paid. The univerfal concurrence I knew the propofal would meet 
with, induced me to prepare a minute on the fubject for the confideration of the Board, 
a copy of which I have the honour to enclofe for your information, and proof of the 
utility of fuch an arra; gement. Before we had any opportunity of entering on fo 
important a d bate, from the abfence of Mef. Cartier and Becher, the arrival of your 
aders, by the Admiral Watfon, obliged me to quit my former intentions, however 
thoroughly I remainedeconvinced of their neceffity. Had the refolution dc pended 
folely on myfelf, I would have rifked your fevereft difpleafurc, from a confciouinefs cf 
doing my duty, and promoting your true intereft ; but when your prohibitions were fo 
pofitive, when ycur prejudices appeared fo ftrong, and your confidence in us fo fmall, 
could I have propoféd to the Council drawing on you for 150,900 or 2C0,000 pui nds 
fterling, when you expected a remittance to the amount of 500,000, without fub- 
jecting every member of that Board to certain difgrace, and difmiffion from you, had 
they acquiefced in my meafures ? 
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But thougt ie has been impoffible for us, in our prefent fituation, to follow yous 
directions in the remittances af fo large a fum in fpécié; as much, I think, as the 
pra of men could effect has been dong, and is ftill doi to enable you to realize in 

tope as much as poffible-of your property here. e mode, mdeed, has been 
different from what you had prefcribed; but, I flatter myfelf, it will be found, on 
trial, moft beneficial to the Company’s affairs, and the nation in general. If you will 
recur to the ftate of your inveftment four or five years ago, it will be found on an 
average, not to exceed 34 * lacks of rupees ; the laft year we provided you the amount 
ef 64+ lacks; and I am in hopes to be able to tranfmit you, by the fhips of this 
ealon, goods to the value of one complete million fterling. „When it is confidered, 
that this is an increafe of of near 600,000 pounds iterling, that your poffeffions will 
be lefs impeverifhed by an export of their produce than {pecie, that the nation will be 
benefited by the duties en fo large an import, and that the Company, inftead of a lofs 
of 20 per cent. on bullion, will reap a confiderable profit on the fales of thefe cargoes, 
E doubt not our conduc and induftry will meet your and the nation’s moft fincere 
tion. : 
i enable you to form the moft perfect idea of the military improvements of the 
Sujah al Dowlah, I fend you, by Captain Purvis, a mufket, which was one 
ef hia firft attempts; and alfo a lock, which is of his laft and bet manufacture. 
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No. XXVI. 
To the Honourable the Court of Directors, &c. 


Fort William, April 5, 1769, 


There has no material alteration taken place in the King’s affairs, or in thofe of the 
other powers of Hindoftan, fince the date of my laft lett.r. His majefty is ftill at 
Altah-abad, and has fhewn fome difpofition towards a reconciliation with his Vizier, 
and honoured him with a vit of compliment at his capital Faiz-abad. 

We have had fome alarms of an intended invafion of Hi:idoftan, by the Shaw 
Abdalla, at the invitation of the Raje-poot chiefs, in order to revenge themfelves of 
the Jauts, for their unwarrantable attack of their country laft year, under Jewhar 
Simg. Later advices, however, affure us, that he has been obliged to march back, 
m order to reduce one of his principal chiefs, who had revolted ; and that the rifque 
he runs of having his Candahar dominions attacked by { Kerim Cawn, in his ab- 
fence, will probably make him cautious how he ventures fo far from his own 
frontiers. 

Yet, though we have little reafon for fears from abroad, the internal ftate of our 
perenees is a matter of real concern; and, unlefs provided for by fpeedy and ef- 
eGtual meafures, they muft moulder into ruin of themfelves, without the interven- 
tion of any enemy. A tittle attention to the nature of the riches of Bengal, and a 
comparifon of the various fources of wealth og diftrefs in the former and prefent 
fyftems of government, will evince this beyond difpute. Though our provinces af- 
ord no gold, filver, or precious ftones, yet the vaft variety anc abundance of the 
produce of the lands, and the exccllence of the manufactures of the inhabitants, 
leave them no great occafion for imported commodities ; and, at the fame time, inf 
yite foreign merchants to purchak and export thefe goods and manufactures, from 
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their fuperior cheapnefs and quality. I have obferved, that the native? had occafioy 
for few foreign commodities, either for convenience or for luxury, and, confequently, 
a very {mall proportion of their trade could be carried on by barter, and the reft only 
by giving fpecie for easing The extent alfo of this traffic was as ; and 
befides the large inveftments of the different European nations, the Bengal raw filk, 
cloths, &c. to a vaft amount, were difperfed to the Weft and North, inland ; as far 
as Guzzerat, Lahére, and even Ifpahan. In proportion, therefore, to this diffufion 
of commerce, the quantity of fpecie in the country neceffarily increafed, the far- 
mer and wotkman were enabled to anfwer the demands of government with eafe, by 
the readinefs of their fales; and every extenfion of induftry at home, or trade abroad, 
was a new opening to an advance of the general opulence. 

From this view, then, of the ftate of trade heretofore in thefe provinees, and by 
fetting the fum of the charges of merchandize, and other neceflary difburfements 
againft the fum of the imports, it will clearly follow, that the whole amount of the 
trade of the provinces was a clear gain to them, by an exchange of their produce 
for bullion. 

How far the imports and expences ballance each other, you have ample means of 
conviétion in your own hands, by a comparifon of your export goods ard bullion 
with your factory difburfements, and homeward inveftment, till the revolution in 
1757; and if they fhould prove fo in your extenfive commerce, the circumftance 
will hold much more ftrongly in the inland trade of the Mogul and Guzzerat mer- 
chants ; who had the duties of the government to pay, and whofe goods were tranf- 
ported chiefly by expenfive land-carriage. If thefe faéts are admitted, we can be no 
longer at a lofs for the fource of the prodigious ancient riches of Bengal, as there 
flowed in every year an increafe cf fpecie equal to the export trade of the country ; 
and of the immenfity of this, we muft conceive the moft confequential idea, when 
we find from the Pachoutrah or cuftom-office books, at Murfhed-abad, that fo late 
as Alliverdy Cawn’s time, and after fo many internal revolutions and foreign rava- 
ges, nearly the value of feventy * lacks of raw filk were entered there, exclufive of 
the European inveftments, which were not regiftered in them, as being either duty- 
free, or paying at Houghly. Here then we trace the grand and true fountain of the 
wealth of thefe Subahs, and the fplendour of their Nazims; but, befides this, there 
were alfo {everal collateral ftreams which ferved, in their turn, to feed and fwell the 
principal one. ‘The advantages accruing from fo beneficial a commerce, enab'ed, as 
we have feen, the farmer and manufacturer to difcharge their ftipulated revenue to 
their prince; and thefe revenues again did not center, nor were funk in his coffers, 
but returned through various channels into the general circulation. large Jagheers 
were granted to men of noble families, or particular favourites; whole diftricts were 
allotted to the other branches of the reigning family, at a rate vaftly below their eal 
value: large armics of horfe, &c. were maintained either for fhow or fecurity, at 
an enormous expence ; and even the luxury and pomp, ever cuflomar among the 
potentates of the Eaft, contributed in fome degree, by encouraging a {pirit of ex 
pence, and diifipating large fums among the people in general; which, it thev had 
remained fhut up in the treafury, would have been a lofs to the currency, and no 
prefent advantage to the proprictor. By thefe means, therefore, and the advantage 
of trade already mentioned, an extenfive and brifk circulation of fpecie was kept up 
every where ; the farmer was eafy, tie artizan encouraged, the merchant enriched, 
and the prince fatisfied. 
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It would nòt be eafy, neither is it of any importance in the prefent enquiry, to 
afcertain the precife æra in which all thefe began to decline; but fo far is certain, 
that the decline was neither fenfibly felt by the country, “nor perceptible to us, ‘till 
after the * revolution in favour of Meer Jafier. This threw fuch confiderable fums 
into the hands of the Company, as to render their importing bullion for their invett- 
ment unneceffary ; and the large fortunes obtained, in confequenct, by individuals, 
who were precluded the courfe of remittance through your cafh, filled the trea- 
fures of foreign nations, in exchange for bills on their refpective Companies ; fo 
that, ever fince the country came into our pofleffion, they have been enabled to rival 
us in trade, in our own territories, with our own money. 

The former channels then of opulence to the country beginning to flagnate, It was 
left to be fhaintained by the old ftock of fpecie, which, for a feries of years paft, 
had flowed into it; and this, by a variety of unforefeen events, funk more rapidly 
than, in the ordinary courfe of things, it might otherwife have done. ‘The eleva- 
tion of Meer Jaffer was attended with ruin to many of the principal familhes, de- 
pendent on the late reigning one; and much confufion and interruption to the trade 
of the country merchant, by advancing our intereft therein, in preference to his. 
When a fecond + revoJution took place in favour of Coffim Ally Cawn, he foon 
found the fatal tendency of this fuperior influence ; his endeavours to put the other 
merchants on fomething of an equal footing with us, produced continual difputes 
between his officers and our agents; and the precarioufnefs of his fituation, with an 
ambition of rendering himfelf fpeedily independent, by a rapid encreafe of military 
ftreneth and finances, made him facrifice the moft opulent inhabitants to his avarice, 
and drain the country by every feverity of exaction, to fecure a fund for his future 
defigns and exigencies. 

Fom the beft authorities I have been enabled to obtain here, and from the faireft 
calculations, it feems probable that Coffim Ally was the caufe of a lofs of near five f 
crores of rupees in jewels and fpecie to the country, which he either expended ia 
drawing Sujah al Dowlah to his affiftanee, or carried off and fecret.d for his future 
provifion. 

If we confider that the treafures of the Nizamut were fo low, on his acceffion, 
that Meer Jaffier had been neceffitated to cede large diftricts to us, in lieu of fums 
due, whilft his own troops were almoft mutinous for want of their pav and arrears ; 
and if, to this, we add that Coffim remained in quict poflefhon of his new dignity 
no longer than three years, we muft at once fee that this immenfe fum was levied 
immediately from the provinces tn this fhort interval, over and above the heavy cur- 
rent expences, and be fenfible how large a proportion this vait drawback muft have 
been to the country’s capital of fpecie. The § reftoration of Meer jJa‘ier, ard the 
grant of the | Dewanny to the Company by his majefty, rendercd the freth inp rvs 
of bullion, cither by us or foreign com anies, lefs neceffarv to the maintenar ce .nd 
profecution of trad>, from the fame original caufe which had exifted in 1757; and 
the increafing reftri¢tions and difadvanteges with which the tree tiace of the native, 
Guzzerat, or Mogul, was dai'y fettered and Ic.udcd, fucceeding that confufi n hich 
frequent revolutions had occafioned, cither mo Inced cc tain bankruptcies, « det rred 
the more cireumfpect from embarking at al in commerce to a certain lo^. Fere, 
then, the channel of tra le, which hal before poured the principal riches i acn- 
gal, began to turn a drain upon it; the whole centered in the Ewop .1s, sl è 
comincrce was, at all times, lait to the advantage of the county, becario heir im- 


In the year 1757- + In the year 1760. I 6,250,000 /, § Ia the year 1763. 
In the year 1765. 
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ports were largeft in proportion, and their duties lefs ; and who, ae ponte e 

a new lofs, that of making lirger exports than ever, at the country's tole exp . f 
the detruđtive estent of this lofs, the following rough comparifon of the imports oO 

bullion by the European narions, and their exports of commodities and bullion, for 
three ycars palt, will awaken the moft alarming idea. 


IM PORTS 


Rupees. £. Sterling- 

Bullion impôrted by the Dutch at the higheft pee 3,000,000 Or 337,500 
mate during that term, at 10 lachs per annum 

Ditto, by the French, — — 0,000,000 

Ditto, by the Englith, | — — 0,000,000 

Dito, by t*e Guzeratties, Moguls, &c. a 0,000,000 

Ditto, in gol 1 trom Baflora, Mocha, &c. on private et ¥.$06,060) or 862,506 
count, at 6 lacks per annum — — 

Ditto, by the Danifh- Comp. at 2 1-half lacks per ann. 75Q,000 OF 84,375 





* Rupees, 5,550,000 Or 624,375 £- 
E oe Peo Be Hn ws 











Englifh Company, in 1766 and 1767, at the sakes 46,900,000 OF 1,203:756 
calculate, — — j : : i 
Dito, in 1768, — —_ 7,000,000 Or 787,505 
Ditto ; rivate property, at the rate of 50001. per a 
and 5 fhips per ann. for 3 years, at a medium, 
Dutch Cump.iv, 1766 and 1767, 3 fhips public ma 


private, am unt at the lowctt 10 p-r fhip, z 


600,000 Or 67,500 


6,000,000 or 675,0cCo 


Ditto, 17 8, 4 fhips, — --— 4,000,000 Or 450,000 
French 1766 und 1-67, 5 fhips, at 10 lacks cach, 5,000,000 Or 562,500 
Pic o, : 778, 4 fhips, di o, — -—— 4,000,000 OF 450,000 
Danes, 1706 a11 1707, 1 fhip, at § lacks each : ear, 1,609,000 or 180,000 
Di3, 1568, 2 fhips, at dit‘o, — — 1,009,000 Or 180,000 


+ Specie ex.porred out of the provinces for paymcnt of 
the hin,’s tribute an l a briga ie at Allah-abad, at 5° f 15,000,000 or 1,687,500 
lacks p er annum, for 3 vcars — — 

Priva e exports to China, at 2 lacks per annum, 600,000 Or 67,500 








-e-e g 


56,1 CO,000 OF 6,311,250 


§9550,000 Or 624,375 





From which de iuét the imported bull.oa, RES 
to the above e:timate — — 














And the.e remains a ballance againft the country of } 
rujp.cs, np Deua = § 50550,0000 or 5,086,875£. 











I do nor, here, inclucc the cxport tra’e m general or the private Furopean mer- 
cl ws, n> vithffinding tt 1. very ceni leruble, becari, thou sh thcy bring in lit le 

* Th ate enti in Current rupees, wl ich are eflimatedeat the exchange of two thill nes and three 

nes ah. s 

+ Thebr'gade ace ines for ene year not having been completed when this ftatement of their expence 
was foruned, this part ot the annual drain of ipgcie was thereby ratber ovcr rated. 


bullion, 
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gyullion, yet, <3 they import commodities equal to what they carry out, the country is 
neither mych hurt nor mugh benefited by their traffic, till the merchant comes to 
realize his gains, in order for his return so his native country, and then the amount of 
them becomes an addition tothe ballance againft the country, by being paid into 
fome European Company’s cafh for bills; and, by this means, rendering it unneceflary 
for them to import bullion at a rifque for the provifion of their inveftment. Neither 
do I include, in this account, the large fums fent by us to China, Madrafs, or other 
prefidencies ; becaufe thefe reduced the Company’s treafury rather than the country, 
and becaufe they were equally loft tothe country if they remained in the sreafury, and 
did not enter into our difburfements or inveftment, as if they wcre exported. The 
King’s tribute, on the contrary, and the expence at Allah-abad, are really fo much 
lofs to the circulation, becaufe, as they form a large proportion of our neceffary dif- 
burfements, fo being now mad. out of the, provinces, they muft be a fimilar lofs to the 
current fpecie. It will hardly be afferted that any country, however opulent, could 
long maintain itfelf, much lefs flourifh, when it. received no material fupplies, and 
when a ballance againít it, of above one-third of its whole yearly valuc, was yearly 
incurred. But befides this, there are other concomitant circumftances, which have 
contributed to diminish the riches of the country, and muft, if not remedied, foon ex- 
hauft them. I have obferved, that one great advantage the country formerly reaped 
was, the diffufion of its revenues by large grants to different families, and by the ex- 
penfive luxury of its governors. But now the whole amount of the lands is fwallowed 
up in one gulph—your treafury; nor does any part of it return mto the circulation, 
except the a iffued for our inveftment and neceflary expences ; fo that there enfues 
an annual lofs to the currency, equal to the difference between the aggregate cf the 
inveftment and difburfements, and the total of the revenues. ‘This, if continued, muft 
in time draw in all the fpecie; and the only remedy for this evil is, either to encreafe 
your inveftment, until, with your difburfements, it equals your revenues, or to import 
a quantity of fpecie equal to the difference. The firft of thefe, if practicable, would 
leave you without a fund for emergencies, by advaneing the revenucs to the Aurungs 
as faft as they were colleéted ; the fecond, I am afraid, is rather to be wifhed by us 
than to be attempted by you. 

I have thus, gentlemen, attempted to lay open to you the true fources of the ancient 
opulence of Bengal, and its prefent diftrefs. Perhaps, you have never becn led to 
confider them in this light ; but, I am perfuaded, an impartial examination will evince 
the juftice of my arguments. Should they ftand the teft, they cannot rail of being 
particularly ufeful at this juncture ; as they will enable you to apply a fuitable fupport 
where the weaknefs is pointed out, and to anfwer the objections and clamour of your 
enemies. From hence, alfo, you will fee how much the advantages of your late ac- 
quifitions have been exaggerated beyond all bounds ; and how far from impofhible it 
was for the Honourable Eaft India Company to be diftreffed, though newly become 
mafters of the revenues of a country which ftood rated at above three millions fterling 
per annum. A fuperficial, or weak obferver, may cftimate a country like an eftate, 
from its rent-roll ; but the man of experience and reflection will eafily fee that its 
annual income mui ft depend on the proportion ofits produce, which can be realized 
in fpecie; and that the intrinfic value of it muft fluctuate as the quantity of fpecic, 
which is the meafure of it, multiplies or decreafes in the kingdom where ir is placed. 
In this point of view, and after what has keen already faid, I necd no arguments to 
demonftrate the reality of our prefent difficulties, and the certain profpect of our future 
diftrefs. I have already hinted mf apprehenfions of your inability to increafe your 
‘nvettments of bullion, which are even now looked upon with a jealous eye by the 


‘nation; but it is ftill in your power to oblige others to import it, or leave you {ole 
matters 
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mafters of the Bengal trade. Large fums, belonging to your former fervants, are {till 
lying unremitted; and thefe erat vents encreafe, by the fruits of the “fuccefsful in~- 
uftry of your prefent ones. If you open your cafh upon equitable terms for re- 
mittances for all fums tendered, both nationaf and privgte confiderations will draw all 
thefe into your channel, and cut off the grand refource and advantage of foreign na- 
tions, the rivalling you in your ttade with your own money. I fay. equitable terms, 
becaufe it can never be expected that any one will remit the produce of many years 
labour at fo great a difcount as one ninth part of his principal, below the par of ex- 
change, at two fhillings and three-pence per Current rupee; and, on the contrary, 
had you even raifed the rate to two fhillings and four-pence the Current rupee, in 
of finking it to two fhillings, I dare aver, the Company, as well as the nation, would 
have been confiderable gainers by the advance. We fhould then have been able to 
have fent you home, by the next feafon, an inveftment far fuperior to that of the pre- 
fent year; whereas policy,or rather neceffity, muft now oblige us to curtail it to forty- 
five * lacks. I need draw no comparifon between the lofs of one ninth per Cent. on 
the remittance, and the gain to you of one hundred and feventy-five per cent. on fuch 
an increafe of import; neither need I fuggeft the difference it occafions to the nation, 
Company, and country, to throw fo large a fum into the hands of their natural-ene- 
mies, and lukewarm friends, by a miftaken and injudicious ceconomy.- l 

Do not, however, gentlemen, conceive that your fervants here are fo anxious for 
remittances through your cafh, from any private or interefted views. The remittances 
of foreign nations mug always be more advantageous to them, becaufe they will al- 
ways keep their terms a little higher than yours as an inducement; and this muft 
continue till yours are on fuch a footing, as to rendera farther advance of their rate 
equal, or fuperior, to the infurance and intereft on exports of bullion. Then we may 
hope for fome fupplies from them to this declining country ; and, till then, our ftraights 
and poverty muft incr¢afe. | 

We have fent you an inveftment this year, the produce of which will, we hope, . 
anfwer every exigency ; but we propofe to lower the inveftment for the next feafon to 
forty or forty-five lacks, including the feven lacks, and upwards, now in your ware- 
houfes ; and to appropriate the furplus for the eftablifhment of a fund for our own 
exigencies, and thofe of the other prefidencies. The neceffity of this I need not 
enlarge upon ; the arguments in a letter to us from the gentlemen of Madrafs, dated 
March ift, 1769, and the fentiments of the Committee in the laft paragraph of their » 
anfwer thereto, will, I apprehend, be fufficient. 

The fum ought to amount to a + crore of rupees for this prefidency, and fifty 
lacks for the fupply of the treafury at Fort St. George; and I would recomme 
that, after the above fund is fecured, the furplus of the revenues, or a ®nfiderable 
part thereof, fhould be employed on private fecurity of the native in loans, for the 
cultivation of the wafte lands; by which, in time, your whole poffefions would be- 
come of real value to you, the country better populated, the trade increafed by an 
additional quantity of manufactories, and the means of realizing your property more > 
ecrtain, and lefs detrimental either to the country, or the native trader. 

As a prefent relief to che neceffitics of the fettlement, at their univerfal requett, 
and to fupply, as far as poffible, the deficiency of filver for the purpofes of trade 
and revenue ; we have found it expedient to re-eftabhfh the gold currency upon a 
new plan and ftandard, as the only remedy left us; and, I doubt not, but when 
you ferioufly weigh the arguments fet forth in the refolutions of-the board, you will 
approve the meafure, and acquit us from all imputation of precipitancy or contra- 
diction in our councils. 





* Of Current rupees, or 506,259 /. t 1,25¢,000/, t 625,coc/. 
I did 
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I did intend to have entered on the ftate of your revenues, both as to the mode 
of collection, and the improvements of which it is capable; but, as I am now pro- 
ceeding towards the * city, and fhall have an opportunity of feeing every thing ad- 
jufted for the Poonah, I have thought it better to defer it till the firft fhip of next 
feafon, when I hope to deliver it in perfon. 


Since I began this letter, I have received intelligence of the retreat of the Shaw 
AbdaHa. 


PL V: 
No. XXVII. 


To John Cartier, Efq. and the Gentlemen of the Counctl of Fort William. 


Fort William, Dec. 16, 1769, 


Before I put an + end to my long fervices, it is a duty I confider incumbent on me 
‘to contribute what I can to the future welfare of this fettlement and country, our 
Company, and mation. The experience and obfervations of more than twenty years 
may poffibly claim fome attention from the Court of Directors. I fhall make no 
ether apology for what I now lay before you, than the warmth of my zeal for a fer- 
wice, whofe intereft I fhall ever fupport with a grateful heart. 

The fubject is important, extenfive, and delicate; but as fə many and various re- 
prefentations have been given of it, fome perverted by defign, others through ig- 
frorance, it becomes more immediately the duty of the fervants of the Company, 
who have had experience, to communicate, and the part of the Court of Dire¢tors 
to confide in them. 

I fhall begin with a fummary reference to the moft interefting degrees and varieties 
ef fituation, through which we have paffed from the original conftitution of the 
Company, to its prefent flourifhing condition ; in the counts of which many reflec- 
tions muft needs occur to warn us from errors, and to expofe imperfections : nor is 
it furprifing that we fhould difcover many, where fuch a multitude of changes, con- 
nections, engagements, and occupations has coincided with the fuddennefs of our 
elevation, in diverting our thoughts from a more fettled contemplation of ourfelves, 
and of our own eftablhifhment. 

The afcendency of the Englifh in Hindoftan, is in the number of thofe events 
which are diftinguifhed by a feries of fortunate and unforefeen occurrences ; not the 
refult of aw fixed or connected plan of policy. A colony of merchants, governed 
by laws, ani influenced by principles merely commercial, have acquired a political 
title and influence over a country, which for extent, populoufnefs, and annual re- 
venue, may be compared to many the moft confequential ftates of Europe; thar 
commerce which was once profecuted in fubjeétion to a tyrarnical government, ever 
ready to take advantage of our weaknefs, and -to conftrue thee flighteft omiifions into 
encroachments, is now but a fecondary confideration ; and the native authority being 
too weak to controul the power which ovr agentg derive from our name, the rights of 
the natives have been generally fuperfeded. he fubftantial have declined rifking 
their property in trade under fuch difadvantages, and the poor ard indu“rious reccive 
but a faint encouragement to their labours ; we fee, we feel, the increafing poverty of 
the country, from tlre diminution of fpecie, as well as the flownefs and partiality of 


* The city of Murfhed abad, the capital of Bengal. 
+ Mr. Verelit reigned the government of Bengal, December 24, 1769. 
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its Circulation; indecd, from the regulations we have made, exampl ; 
ed, and the checks we have multiplied, I flatter myfelf that the equality of aom- 
merce will finally be reftored, and the fpirit of monopoly be deftroyed; but the body 
-of the people are in a manner formed to Wear the yoke. They efs nothing of the 
inquifitivenefs of the European nations; and the moft flender arts are fuffictent to 
-obfcure their underftandings, and fit them for implicit fubmiffion. Thofe among 
them, who attain to employments in our fervice, are generally men who have learnt 
fo much of our manners as to corrupt their own, and joining an acute and verfatile 

nius to abundance of low cunning, they fcarcely want the confequence of the Easg- 
lith name to prompt them to every villainy. 

Whilft the native government retained its fuperiority, its tribunals were accefiblke ; 
‘and though venality prefided at them, yet fome fhew of juftice was maintained, and, 
at times, redrefs might be procured. The native government is noW fallen in the 
“eyes of the inhabitants, yet fuch reftrictions have hithesto cramped our proceedings, 
#s to prevent us from taking that intimate part which our prefent character and dignity 
require. The dependents of this nominal government have been the oagly inftruments 
which we could employ, either to reprefs the enormities of our own agents, er to 
‘obtain the good opinion of the country people. Their authority is, in general, ever- 
“awed; their principtcs too bad to anfwer the former purpofe; and their eftablifhme 
and conduct too temporary and teo weak for the latter; fo that the Englith name 
has been only all-powerful to do mifchief ; and a mortifying fpectacle of fraud and 
oppreffion on the one hand, and imbecility on the other, has been exhibited to us, 
“without the power of interpofing. 

-The confideration of thefe circumftances muft appear to the Court of Direétors, a 
principal object of their attention. A prudent decifion thereon moft nearly concerns 
Ibe fatety and profperity of thefe important poffeffions. I hope, therefore, that my 
opinion in this place, will not be deemed unneceffary or ill-timed; there can be np 
~doubt but the caufe, which has thus fruftrated the beft inclinations, is interwoven 
with our original conftitution, which muft be enlarged in proportion as our fphere of 
action is extended, and our duty encreafed ; otherwife we can never hope to direé& 
the application of our own power, and remove it from the necks of the poor and ufe- 
ful to the chaftifement of the tyrannical and rapacious. e 

In the infancy of our fettlement, with all our care and prudence, we could ill de- 
fend ourfelves from the forged accufations or open attacks of the government; we 
looked no farther than the provifion of the Company’s inveftment; we fought ad- 
vantages to our trade with the ingenuity, I may add, felfifhnefs of merchants. All 
our laws were local and municipal, reaching no farther than our own exigencies 
and conveniencies ; all our fervants and dependents were trained and educated in 
the fame notions; the credit of a good bargain was the utmoft fcope of their am- 
‘bition. 

No fooneg did we begin to feel our own ftrength, than our fucceffes followed one 
another with fach gapidity, as to advance us from a ftate of obfcurity or mediocrity, 
to power, affluence, and national reputation. At length we faw ourfelves, though 
yet under the name of merchants, mafters and adminiftrators of a lepiflative autho» 
rity: we began to plan, direct, and infpirit every meafure of government, whether 
with regard to forcign treaties or domeftic regulations. Wealth flowed in upon us 
from every fide. Our inveftment was extended: we fupported the whole trade of 
india; and, from our refources, gave fecurity to it in every quarter. But this was 
rather a temporary than a folid fituation; and we foon difcovered, that though our 
acquifitions had been made in fo fhort a fpace as fcarcely to be paralleled, comfider- 
ing their immenfity, yet a well digefted fyftem was neceflary to introduce permanency 
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in our eftablifhment. The defeéts and imperfections of which wcre too apparent to 
efcape our obfervation. Our dependents, accuftomed to apply their talents to pre- 
fent gain, and to extract advantages from the fmalleft opening, affumed an impor- 
tance proportionable to our fucceffes, grew immoderate, and difclaimed their depen- 
dency on the native government. 

In this fituation we could not retraét without expofing ourfelves to a fecond ftage 
of obfcurity, perhaps lower than the firft. Our circumftances impelled us forward, 
and the grant of the Dewanny became as much an object of neceffity as it was of 
advantage. Thus we infenfibly broke down the barrier betwixt us and government, 
and the native grew uncertain where his obedience was due. Such a ditided and 
complicated authority gave rife to oppreffions and intrigues unknown at any other 
veriod ; the officers of government caught the infection, and being removed from any 
immediate controul, proceeded with ftill greater audacity. 

In the mean time we were repeatedly and peremptorily forbid to avow any pub- 
lic authority over the officers of government in our own names, and enjoined to re- 
tain our primitive chara¢ters of merchants with the moft fcrupulous delicacy. 

The confequences are but too evidently exemplified in the decline of commerce and 
cultivation, the diminution of fpecie, and the general diftreffes of the poor; a train 
of evils which could only have fprung from the above caufes, fince every advantage 
of a long and uninterrupted tranquility has been on our fide. Experience muft con- 
vince the moft prejudiced, that to hold vaft poffeffions, and yet to act on the level 
of mere merchants, making immediate gain our firft principle; to receive an immenfe 
revenue, without poffeffing an adequate protective power over the people who pay it; 
to be really interefted in the grand and generous object, the good of the whole, and 
yet to purfue a narrow and partial end; are paradoxes not to be reconciled, highly 
injurious to our national character, dangerous to the beft defended eftablifhment, and 
abfolutely bordering on inhumanity. 

The: people give us the labour of their hands, and in return we Owe them our pro- 
tection ; common prudence, as well as the laws of fociety, require that thofe obliga- 
tions fhould be reciprocal, or the tie muft foon be diffolved ; for the firmeft fecurity 
of every government is the affections of the people; and for obtaining them, there 
never, perhaps, prefented a more favourable opportunity, or more noble field, than 
what the Englith poffefs in Bengal. ‘The mildnefs of our government, properly dif- 
fufed over thefe provinces, will form fo confpicuous a contraft to Mahomedan def- 
potifin, that it muft bind them to us and our caufe for ever. 

I have hitherto confidered our intereft in this country as built on a precarious 
foundation, becaufe this cement was wanting to bind it; and, in this point of view, 
I am particularly happy on the late refolutions which have been taken, to appoint 
Englifh Supra-vifors, as an introduétion to fo defirable an event. I could have wifh- 
ed to have feen the execution of + the plan during my continuance in tie government ; 
but permiffion was denied to me before, and a neceflary regard to my health makes 
ir impoffible now ; however, I have this fatisfaétion left, that if I may judge from 
the unanimity with which you, gentlemen, have embraced the plan, neither pene- 
tration to difcern, nor fortitude to overcome, every difhculty will be wanting; on 
the contrary, I flatter myfelf that, by a juft difpenfation of rewards to thofe who 
merit them, and timely checks on thofe who require them, you wil bring fo great 
aad good a work to its full maturity and perfcétion ; a circumftance which will re- 
fl & the higheft honour.on every individual, who has either the dircétion or exccu- 
tion of it. At the fame time, I have rhe pleafure to reflect, that every itep you take 


* See this plan, a fubfequent article in the Appendix. 
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in it will bring you fo much nearer to the great end of fecurity. Forewhilft the army 
is maintained on its prefent formidable footing, whilft you continue your attention to 
the defence of the place,sand the minds of tke people grow more and more conciliatcd 
and attached, you can have nothing to fear. $ : 

But there is a rock, and a dangerous one, which requires the greateft circumfpećtion 
to avoid. We,have ftepped forth beyond all former precedent or example. We 
have the beft and moft laudable of all arguments to juftify our conduct. But it 
fhould be remembered, that we have reached that fupreme line, which, to pafs, 
would be an open avowal of fovereigntv. It fhould be remembered, that we cannot 
be more, without being greater than found policy allows; the interefts of our em,- 
ployers at home, no lefs than our national conne¢tions abroad, forbid it. If we were, 
before the change, cautious of interfering with the native government, end of awak- 
ening the jealoufy of foreign nations, we ought now to redouble our prudence. The 
change itfelf, fuppofing the greateft forbearance on our parts, has an unavoidable 
tendency to deftroy the name of the Nizamut; by which means, what might have 
been the happieft event for the Company and nation, may become fhe fource of 
perplexitics and jealoufies, if not the deprivation of the Company’s privileges. There 
is, however, a middle way, where moderation muft guide and continue us; where 
we may walk with fafety, advantage, and confiftence, without canger of tco much 
confinement, or too much liberty. Exteriors fhould be regarded as effentials. Every 
order fhould fcrupuloufly wear the fanétion of the native government. Our depen- 
dence on its indulgencies, our obedience to his commands, our delicacy to its mi- 
nifters, fhould appear moft confpicuous in all tranfactions, either of bufinefs or 
ceremony. I am not ignorant how difficult it is always to preferve and affect that 
temperate rule of conduct which I mention, when the power and direction of all de- 
partments fo entirely concentre in your board; and may be {till more difħcult to 
produce a proper conformity in the Supra-vifors: for thefe reafons I am thus carnetft 
in my reprefentations, and am of opinion, that the whole weight and vigilance of this 
board fhould be exerted to check the moft trifling variation from the line, and to preferve 
the idea of the native government, its dignity and fuperiority over all, as entire and 
unimpaired as poffible. a 

Without departing from thefe maxims, we fhall have fuficient opportunities to an- 
fwer all our views; our power will not be lefs efficacious, in bring exercifed with 

rudence. The Supra-vivorfhips will afford vou a fet of fervants capable of fucceed- 
ing, in their turn, to the firft offices; that ftation will introduce them to a perfcét 
knowledge of the laws and cuftoms of the country; they will form a judgment upon 
the fpot of the difpofitions of the people; they will fee with their own eyes the pre- 
valent abutes of office, the villainy of agents, and, in fhort, the true fpring of the 
mifery or happinefs of the country. Thus much may be advanced with confidence, 
that if this meafure meets with the neceflarv fupport and cncouragement, there can- 
not fail being a regular fucccfion of able and vigorous adminiftrators. The fervice, 
at prefent, affords many young men of promifing parts and abilities. As the Supra- 
viforfhins ms, be called a nuricery for them, in refpect to the government of the 
country, fo in like manner their experience in commercial matters, before they reach 
Council, muft bring them acquainted with our commercial intereft ; and as theie are 
the grand foundation and fupport of our profperity, they muft be deemed the etkn- 
tial part of their education. 

But from what has been faid of the characters of the people who are emplovad 
directly by us, or intermediately for us, every thinking peron mutt be ienfible lof 
one capital defict in our goverament: that the members of it derive their fole ad- 
vantages fron. conumerce, carricd on through black agents, Who again employ a nue 
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merous band of “retainers ; it is notorious that, at times, the agents of the loweft fer- 
vants have domineered over the Ryot, and kept the officers of government in a 
ftate of awe or fubjection ; and it cannot be fuppofed thatysmore refpectable names 
are not equally mifapplied. It would be as eafy to change the genius and manners 
otf the people, as to prevent the Banians, and followers of men in ttation, from abuf- 
ing ther maiters’ name. Chaftifement may deter the oppreflor for a moment; but, 
in fuch cafes, the fervility of the people muft be removed, before oppreffion can ba 
eradicated. Perwannahs have been recalled and fupprtied; excellent effects will 
doubtlefs flow from it, but the idea of name and authority will ftill be held up by 
rapacious agents for their own ends. ‘The conclufion I draw from it is this, thar 
was it pofible to form an adminiftration totally free from commercial views and 
connections, reftrictive laws would and muft then have their courfe ; whereas Baniang 
and agents, by the fpirit with which they act, and the force of their example, will 
always obftruct their good effects, and propagate a difrefpect and celufion of them 
in others. 

To form fuch an adminiftration, I not only think poffible but eafy. I would pro- 
pofe that, from the admiffion of a member into Council, he put an entire cogclu- 
fion to his trade; and, in lieu of it, that he receive a certain allowance, chargeable 
upon the country ; which allowance fhould be augmented in proportion to the im- 
provements made, and its internal profperity : a method of reward the moft honour- 
ahle that can be devifed for thofe that are to receive it, and the moft bencficial to 
the community, being unincumbered with the confequences, anxieties, and relations 
of private affairs. The members of adminiftration will have a more undivided at- 
tention to the public, and their orders be more thoroughly refpected, and more vi- 
goroufly obeyed. 

I am come to an obfervation which feems to merit your particular attention. You 
are no f{trangers to a want of method which reigns in the affairs pf this government. 
The whole weight of bufinefs is confined to two departments; the Committee and 
Council: our time is confequently taken up with debating, preparing, and dictating 
on the fubjects which come before us. Our decifions are retarded, and the {prings 
of government relaxed. The attention and memory are unneceffurily burdened + 
neither are thefe departments thoroughly defined or underftood, if we judge from 
comparing different orders and paragraphs of their general letters. The Court of 
Directors themfelves are at a lofs where the precife line of each is drawn; fometimes 
attributing to the Council what belongs to the Committee, and again transferring 
from one to the other, without rule or diftin¢tion. It is well worth your confidera- 
tion, gentlemen, to adopt fome better plan for the eafe of adminiftration, and for 
the difpatch of bufinefs, This can only be done by dividing the burden, which now 
refts upon a fingle body, amongft feparate departments, and bringing cach object of 
deliberation into a compact compafs. Was the number of the board encreafed ta 
fixteen, the bufinefs diftributed to diftinét Committees, and whatever is prepared in 
thefe inferior departments, finally referrcd to the Prefident and Council, it is ob- 
vious how much utility and convenience would refult from it. The Governor, who 
is the head of all departments, and ought to fupgintend the whole, would be much 
relicved from that intricate diverfity of objects, which, as things are at prefent con- 
ducted, he is obliged to comprehend at one vicw, and that generally at a time when 
his conftitution has been previoufly impaired by long refidence in the climate. You, 
gentlemen, would meet, not to debate or to fettle important forms, but at once to 
decide. Every member ot adminiftration would have equal and conttant opportu- 
nitics of feeing the whole pro refs of public affairs, and would acquire a gencral 
knowledge, which would qualify him indifcriminately for any ftation, = 
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No. XXVIIL 
To John Cartier, Efg. Sc. Membérs of the Sele Committee. 


December 16, 1769- 


I haye fo _ rch enlarged on the internal ftate of thefe provinces, in my letter to 
the Council, that little remains for me to communicate in this addrefs. 

Our political fecurity has been acquiring frefh ftrength from every event which has 
happened around us, nor do I fee any probability of its being fhaken, whilft we 
gontinue to join moderation to power. There is not a potentate in the empire but 
has either courted our alliance or embraced our meafures, and, this, without un- 
fheathing our {ward. 

The Ring has lately affected great carneftnefs to undertake his favourite expedi- 
tion to Dehly. But the lownefs of his finances threaten his project with a very fud- 
den abortion. The weaknefs of his difpofition is no lefs evident in the adminiftra- 
tion of his domeftic affairs, than in the formation of his political fchemes. Perpe- 
tual charges of his minifters and confidants have bred an uncertainty and diftruft in 
the minds of all his adherents, which has checked public fpirit, and produced a ge- 
peral turn to felfifh purfuits. With a treafury fo ill fupplied, and a court fo ill af- 
fected; it is more than probable, if he fhould advance, that he will be preyed on by 
his own fervants ; and, being awakened from his delufion by a fcene of beggary and 
contempt, will ultimately take protection in our provinces. 

From thefe conclufions it was, I formed my opinion fome months ago, when I 
acquiefced in his majefty’s requifition of two battalions; and all circumftances fince 
have ferved to corroborate that opinion. An occafion of demonftrating the fincerity 
of our profeffions, witRout fubjecting us to any apparent inconvenience, were too in- 
viting advantages to be neglected, and may be derived from our connections with his 
mmajeity. 

Aş the neceffity of retaining his majefty under our influence, or feparating our-- 
felves entirely from him, is a maxim ia our fyftem ; and as rhe former fcems moft 
[peel we fhould be careful how we allow {ftrangers to aifume the management of 

is councils. Our conduct towards him is plain. We mutt either contrive to guide 
him at adiitance, or fo to palliate, that, if untfuccefsful, he may confider us as his 
protectors, our provinces as the place of his refuge. 

All things, at prefant, feem tending to the latter, and it is an event moft to be 
wifhed ; but I had rather his majetty fhould make the propofition, than that we 
fhould give the invitation. Difappointment may correct his impatience, and difficul- 
ties may teach him prudence. The treachery of Hindoftan profeffions will prepare 
him better for the frank, plain declarations of his Englifh allies; and there is the 
greateft reafon to believe he will return to us with repentance. 

The chara¢ter of tlle * Nabob-Vizicr was never thoroushly known till his con- 
nections with us. His enterprifing genius, his high fpirit, his plaufible policy, are 
all fullted, if not entirely obfcured, by oppofite blemifhes ; for, with thefe, he is in- 
conitant, oftentatious, and impetuous. His military fpirit has received a fevere mor- 
tHication in the late defection of his beft battalions : no doubt, it has abated the ar- 
dour of his expeciations, and given birth to other ideas than thofe of foreign aggran- 
difement and conqueft. Experience has fhewn us, that this prince poffeffes no firm- 


Sujah al Dowlah. 
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nefs nor folidity. However high his demands, trifling conceffions, provided they 
{peak to his paffions, will mollify him. His expreffions may be boatting, but they 
do not lead toaćtion. If, therefore, we footh his vanity, and manage his foibles in 
trifles, we may lead, or even.diétate, in eflentials. z 

There is fomething in the conftitution of the Rohillas which muft ever make them 
weak and inconfiderable as aggreflors. Their government is divided into chieffhips ; 
but no one chief has, fingly, troops or retources to enterprize a toreign war. Haffez 
Rahmet is too parfimonious. Achmed Cawn is too wife to quarrel, where the ad- 
vantage is not clearly on their fide; but, when attacked, their national affection will 
unite ; the common caufe will animate. A private conteft will not roufe them, nor 
is it practicable to engage their voice on any other motive than the general fafety. 

Domettic difputes have given full employment tothe Jauts, and afforded them little 
leifure t® look abroad. They are divided into two parties ; the one headed by the 
widow of Surage Mull, in favour of Rutten Sing’s brother ; the other, headed by 
fome principal chiefs, in favour of Surage Mull’s grandfon. As the parties have, in 
a manner, divided the ftrength of the country between them, hoftilities are yet fuf- 
pended, in order, it is imagined, to gain time for foliciting and affembling their re- 
{pective auxiliaries. In the mean time, diftra€tion and diforder reign amongit them, 
with all the unhappy confequences of a rival fucceffion. 

The Nabob Nyib al Dowlah, is enjoying the fruits of his wife and provident mea- 
fures, attending to the cultivation of his country, and fecuring the happinefs of his 
people. According to prefent appearances, he has no defigns of interrupting the 
public tranquility himfelf, or of encouraging others. A fuppofition, which I think 
much favoured by the perfect neutrality obferved by him inthe affair of the Jauts. 

The Seiks are the Maharattas of the North. Like them, their fole profeffion is 
arms; their fole purfuit is plunder : but, their conquefts having been rapidly made 
and extenfively pufhed, they are generally employed in quelling fudden infurrections 
of.the conquered, regulating what they have got, and therefore incapable of concerted 
expeditions. That vaft traét between Sirhind and Lahére, which they have over-run, 
feems yet a wide field for them torange, and they will never venture beyond the limits 
of it, at leaft on this fide, whilft Abdalla is conftantly impending over them on the 
other. The well difcipHned and veteran army of Nijib al Dowlah has hitherto been 
a fufficient barrier againt them, in the fame manner as they have proved an infur- 
mountable obftacle to Abdalla. 

That prince has more to fear from his neighbour and coward enemy, Kerim Cawn, 
than Hindoftan from him. His large dominions, his celebrated name, can avail him 
little without money in his treafurv. The figure he made in his late expedition was 
fo difgraceful, and the dangers he encountered fo difpiriting, that it has moft likely 
checked his fanguine views; and, befides his poverty, he has jealoufy and faction 
amoneft his own fervants to difturb his mind, and contine him to his own dominions. 

The Maharattas have been long embroiled at home ; and though peace has been 
concluded between Janoogee and Madhu-Row., there ftill lurks a fufpicion which will 
chiefly direét their attention to the manœuvres of each other. I once flattered my- 
felf, that the former would lave acc: ded to a treaty for the cefhon of Oritia, but his 
evafive and artful behaviour has convinced me that the Maharattas will never defert 
their old and charaéteriftic manncrs. After three years negociation, much trouble, 
and fome expence, no progrefs has been made towards a conclufion ; on the contrary, 
he has ftudioufly avaided any declaration of his fentiments. I would, therefore, re- 
commend, that his Vackeel, who ig now in Calcutta, may be immediately ditpatched 
4o him, to de.nand a categorical anfwer; to which purport, I have prepared and now 


Jay bcfore you a letter to Janoogec. 
Thus, 
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Thus, gentlemen, I have defcribed the fituation of thofe powers by which the ge- 
neral tranquility can any way be endangered ; and you will fee, that perfonal weak- 
nefs, civil diffenfions, and political precaution, all confpire to eftablifh our fecurity on 
a broad and moit durable¢ bafis. fl oavitia us, therefore, nothing to fear from Hin- 
doftan powers, there cannot be a more fortunate conjunétufe for the execution of our 
plan, to make us profperous and flourifhing within ourfelves. 

On this head, I have delivered my fentiments with fufficient explicitnefs to the 
Couneil, but I muft here add a few words to you particularly. 

You are fenfible that our name and authority are carried to the utmoft line, unlefs 
w openly take the reins of the country government into our own hands. You are 
equally fenfible, that to go beyond it will be to exceed the bounds of good policy, if 
not affeét the very privileges of the Company. This Committee holds an immediate 
intercourfe with the country government, and is indeed the channel of all tranfactions 
between it and our adminiftration. To you, gentlemen, it confequently belongs to 
inculcate the principles of a delicate conduct, to uphold a moft fcrupulous obfervance 
of every form, and to indicate apparent dependence on all occafions. 

I now take my leave of you, earneftly praying that all your councils may be united, 
your meafures fuccefsful, and fincerely thanking you for the affiftance and fupport 
which I have received from you in the management of this great and laborious go- 


vernment. 
H. V. 
SVE Om" oo 
No. X XIX. 


Extrat of a Letter from the Court of Direétors to the Prefident and Council 
at Fort William in Bengal, dated June 1 ft, 1704- 


PARAGRAPH 54. For the reafons given in our letter of the 8th of February laft, 
we were then induced to fend pofitive orders to put a final and effectual end to the 
inland trade in falt, beetle-nut, and tobacco, and all other articles whatfoever, produced 
and confumed in the country. To the remarks we made in that letter, we muft add 
one obfervation, which is, it appears very extraordinary that ina trade fo extremely 
lucrative to individuals, the intereft of the Company fhould not at all have been at- 
tended to or confidered. . 

55. Thofe orders were fent, it is true, before we received the new * treaty you en- 
tered into with Jather Ally Cawn, upon his re-eftablifhment in the Subahfhip, in 
which it is agreed, that the Englifh fhall carry on their trade, by means of their own 
Duftuck, free from all duties, taxes, and impofitions, in all parts of the country, ex- 
cepting the article of falt, on which a duty of two and a half per Cent. is to be levied 
en the Rowana or Houghly market-price ; wherein, it is further agreed, that the late 
Perwannahs, iffued by Coffim Ally Cawn, granting to all merchants the exemption of 
all duties for the {pace of two years, fhull be reverfed and called in, and the duties 
eollected as betore. s 

56. Thefe are terms which appear to be fo very injurious to the Nabpb and to the 
natives, that they cannot, in the very nature of them, tend to any thing but the pro- 
ducing gencral heart-burnings and diffatisfactions} and confequently there can be 


This treaty, dated in July 1763, isa fubfequent article in this Appendix. Jai 
(ie 
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tittle reafona to expect the tranquility of the country can be permanent; the orders, 
therefore, in our faid Ictter of the 8th of February, are to remain in force until a 
more equitable and fatisfactory płan can be formed and adopted, which, it is im- 
poffible for us to frame here, deftitute as wc are of the informations and lights ne- 
ceflary to guide us, in fettling fuch an important affair. 

57. You are theretore hereby ordered and directed, as foon, after the receipt of 
this as may be convenient, to confult the Nabob as to the manner of carrying on the 
inland trade in falt, beetle-nut, and tobacco, and the other articles, produced and con- 
fumed in the country, which may be moft to his fatista€tion and, advantage, the 
Interet of the Company, and likewife the Companvy’s fervants. 

58. You are therefore to form a proper and equitable plan for carry ing on the faid 
trade, and tranfmit the fame to us, accompanied with fuch explanations, obfervations, 
and remarks, as may enable us to give our fentiments and directions thereupon, in a 
full and explicit manner. 

sg. In doing this, as before obferved, you are to have a particular regard to the 
intereft and entire fatistaétion of the Nabob, both with refpect to his revei-ues, and 
the proper fupport of his government ; in fhort, this plan muft be fettled with his 
free will and conient, and in fuch a manter as not to afford any juft grounds for 
complaint. 

60. In the next place, the utmoft care and attention muft be beftowed in forming 
the faid plan, that in fome proper mode or fhape, a juft and equitable confideration 
be fecured for the Company. 

61. If any inconveniencies be apprehended to arife to the Companv’s inveftments, 
upon carrying on fuch an inland trade, you are to give us your full thoughts there- 
upon, and in what manner thev mav be obviated. | 

62. You are to give us your impartial and unbiaffed thoughts alfo, whether the 

¿carrying on this inland trade may affect the juft rights and privileges of the French, 
Dutch, or any other Europeans, and tend thereby to draw on any national altercations 
and embroils, which are by all means to be avoided. In forming the faid plan, there- 
fore, you are to be particularly careful to prevent thefe or any other evils of the like 
kind. 


No. XXX. 


Extrat of a Letter from the Court of Direétors to the Prefident and Council 
at Fort William in Bengal, dated April 26, 1705. 


20. We are extremely anxious for the arrival of Lord Clive, and the gentlemen 
who accompanied * him: as they have been fo lately in England, thev are the beft 
judg- of the opinicn the Company and the nation entertair. ot the conduct of the 
Ew lit} in Bengal, for thefe laft four vears ; which, we are forry to fay. 1s in general, 
that tie, hice Leen guilty of violating treaties, of great opprefhion, and a combina- 
tion to enrich themfelves. 

21. Wedo not he'e mean to enter into a difcuffion, refpecésing the political conduét 
of our irte Governor + and Council; but mutt fav, that an u bounced thirtt after 
riches Items to-have pofliifed ghe whole body of our fervants to that degree, that 


* Lord © live, with Meffrs. Sumner, Sykes, and Colonel Smith, failed from England in June i764, 
and did not arive at Fort William in Bengal, till May 3d, 1765. 
+ Governor Vanfittart and his Council. 


they 
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hey bave loft all fight of jaftice to the country governinent; anä-of-theėir duty to 


the Company. , l 

22. In reading the opinions of the feveral members Of the late Counci reipestmg. 
illegal trade, by which they mean the articles of falt, beetie-nut, and tobacco, we are 
aftonifhed to find thofe among them who pretend to found their rights on the Fir- 
mauns. « 

22. Treaties of commerce are underftood to he far the mutual benefit of the con- 
tra mg parties. Is it then poffible to fuppofe that the court of Dehly, by conferring 
t privilege of trading free of cuftoms, could mean an inland trade in the commo- 
aities of their own country, at that period uspratifed and unthought of by the En- 

lifh, to the detriment of their revenues, and the ruin of their own merchants? We 
o not find fuch a conftruction ever was heard of until our own fervants firftanvented 
it*, and afterwards a ee it by violence ; neither could it be claimed by the fubfée- 
quent treaties with t Meer Jaffer, or {| Cofim Ally,which were never underftood to give 
one additional privilege of trade beyond what the Firmauns expreffled. In fhort, the 
ious arguments ufed by thofe who pretended to fet up a right to it, comvince us 

t they did not want judgment but virtue, to with{tand the temptation of fuddenly 
amtaffing-a great fortune, although acquired by means incompatible with the peace of 
the country, and their duty tothe Company. 

24- aay blameable were they who, acknowledging they had no * right to it, 
and fenfible of the ill confequences refultmg from a im it, haye neve efs car- 
ried on this trade, and ufed the authority of the Company to obtain, by a 4 treaty ex- 
dfted by violence, a fanction for a trade to enrich themfelves, without the leat re- 
gard or advantage to the Company, whofe forces they employed to proteét them in it. 

25- Had this fhort queftion been put, which their duty ought firft to have fuggefted, 
Zs st for the intereft of our employers? they would not have hefitated one moment 
about it ; but this criterion feems never once to have occurred. : 

26. All barriers being thus broken down between the Englifh and the country 

ernment, and every thing out of its proper channel, we are at a lofs how to pre- 
ibe means to reftore order from confufion ; and being deprived of that confidence 
which we hoped we might have placed in thofe fervants agii appear to have been 
the actors in thefe trange fcenes, we can only fay, that we rely on the zeal and abilities 
of Lord Clive, and the gentlemen of the Select Committee, to remedy thefe evils: 
we hope they will reftore our reputation among the country powers, and convince 
them of our abhorrence of oppreffion and rapacioufnefs. 

go. We have heard of fuch inftances of the want of fubordination among our fer- 
vants, that we fhall never think you are ferioufly inclined to introduce good order 
amongit them, until you have made fome examples of the moft violent and refractory 
amongft them, by difmiffing them our fervice upon juft complaints, and fending them 


ees No. XXXI 
Qe . 


Extract of a Letter from the Court of Direéors to Lord Clive, dated April 
26, 1765. 











We hope the expettation of your Lordfhip’s arrival will have had a happy influence 
on our affairs, by haftenmg the conclufion of that expenfive war, and leaving you at 
* Vanfittart’s Narrative, pafim. 


t The two treaties between the Nabob Meer Jafficrand the Company, the firft dated in June 1757, 
aed the fecond in July 1763, are febleqeent articles in this Appendix. 


t The treaty between the Nabob Meer Cofim Ally Cawn and the Company, dated in September 
1760, is a fubfequent article in this Appendix. 


U Alleding to the fecond treaty between Meer Jaffer and the Company. 
R full. 
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fuil leifure <o attend to the eftablifhment of a firm and lafting peace, to the tegulation 
of the trade in falt, beetle-nut, and tobacco, and other articles ; that it may be ad-- 
jofted on fuch a plan to the fatisfa€tion, and with the concurrence of the Nabob, as 
may redound to the honour of the Company, and effectually prevent the confufion 
and oppreffion that have fprung from the abufes practifed in it of late years, to the 
reduction of our enormous military expences, to the eftablifhraent of good order 
among our civil fervants, difcipline m our army, and harmony in the fetrlements. 


No. XXXII. 


Extrat of a Letter from the Court of Directors to the Prefident and Council at 
Fort Wiliam in Bengal, dated December 24, 1705. 


ro. Your deliberations on the inland trade have laid oj en to us a fcene of the moft 
cruel oppreffion, which is mdeed exhibited at one view of the 13th article of the 
Wabob’s complaint, mentioned thus in your Confultation of the 17th of * October, 
1764. “ The poor of this country, who ufed always to deal in falt, beetle-nut, and 
“ tobacco, are now deprived of their daily bread, by the trade of the Europeans, 
« whereby no kind of advantage accrues to the Company, and the governinent’s 
« revenues are greatly injured.” We fhall, for the prefent, obferve to you, that 
every one of our fervants concerned in this trade, has been guilty of a breach of his 
covenants, and adifobedience to our orders. In your Confultation of the 3d of * May, 
we find, among the various exto tionate praétices, that moft extraordinary one of 
Barjaut, or forcing the natives to buy goods beyond the market-price, which you there 
acknowledge to have been frequently practifed. ü 

1r. In your refolution to prevent this practice, you determine to forbid it, but 
with fuch care and difcretion, as not to affect the Company’s inveftment, as you do 
not mean to invalidate the right derived to the Company from the Fi: maun, which 
they have always held ever their weavers. As the Company are known to purchafe 
their inveftment by ready money only, we require a full explanation how this can 
affeét them, or how it could ever have been practifed in the purchafe of their in- 
veftment, which the latter part of Mr. Johnf{tone’s minute, entered on Confultation the 
arft of July 1764, infinuates ; for it would almoft juftify a fufpicion, that the goods 
of our fervants have been put off to the weavers, in part payment of the Company’s 
inveftment: therefore, we direét you to make a rigid fcrutiny into this affair, that we 
may know if any of our fervants, or thofe emploved under th m, have been guilty of 
fuch a breach of truft, that their names and all the circumftances may be known 
to us. 

12. We alfo order vou to give us the par icular inftances which have confirmed 
you in your opin.on, that the Barjaut has becn practi 1, that we may know whofc 
agents th y were, an! whether the agents who pract {cd it were countenanced and pro- 
teéte liit by th ir n afters. S 

13. M. Joh.it ne’s minute, in Confiltation the 21ft of July 1764, cannot efcape 
our notic , w crein he f 3s, “Tle f 1) ort of th fe and our other privileges in their 
« ful extert, a aiift the utrp i ns of the late Nabo! , engaged us in ths unhappy 
« war; and atter © ma v val «ble liv s loft in the defe ice of thim, I fhall ever be 
‘© againft parting with them, or hazarding the lols of them, without greater or better 


* During Mr. VanGttart’s govermment, PIE 
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A P PP B&B N @ I A. 335 


< caufe than has yet appeared, and till after we have found by experience that other 
*¢ remedies are in vain.” 

14. As the privileges here meant principally relate to the unwarranted inland trade, 
in which our own fervants rave been fo generalfy concerned, greatly to the prejudice 
of the Company, by imvolving their affairs in diftrefs and difficulties, and manifeftly 
injurious to the country government, to which every one of you cannot but be fully 
fenfible, we fay we cannot avoid taking notice of the faid opinion, as by it Mr. 
Johsftone feems to perfevere, at all events, to prefer the private intereft of individuals 
tą the general good, fo far as re{pects the faid inland trade, If Mr. Johnftone continues 
m thefe fentiments, as from the general tenor of his conduét we have too much reafon 
to apprehend, he cannot but be looked upon as a dangerous fervant ; therefore, if he, 
or any other fervant, fhall perfift in carrying on a trade, which, as before obferved, has 
been attended with fo many bad confequences, we would have him or them difniffed 
the Company’s fervice. 

15. We fhall fay nothing further at prefent on the inland trade, till that important 
fubject fhall have been taken up by Lord Clive and the gentlemen of the Scleét Com- 
mittee; only to obferve, that the regulation propofed in Confultation 17th Oétober, 
1764, of confining the trade of our fervants in the article of falt to the capital cities 
of Patna, Pacca, and Murfhed-abad, on paying the Nabob two and a half per cent. 
is a manifeft difobedience of our orders of the 8th February, then under deliberation, 
which pofitively forbid all trade in falt, beetle-nut, and tobacco; nor does it by any 
means obviate the Nabob’s objections arifing from the diftrefs of the poor, and the 
injury to his revenues ; for if you pay only two and a half per cent. and the cayntry 
people twenty, or perhaps forty per cent. it is as much a monopoly as ever. 


No. XXXIII. 


Extraé& of a LetterSrom the Court of Direéors to the Prefident and Council 
at Fort William in Bengal, dated Feb. 19, 1766. 


21. No fuccefs in carrying on the war againit Sujah al Dowlah to give his country 
to the King can juftify the ~ meafure. Sujah al Dowlah’s letter of the third of Ja- 
nuary, offering to withdraw his protection from Coffim Ally Cawn, to enter into 
friendfhip with you, and join your army in purfuing him, was the opportunity that 
ought to have been embraced for putting an cnd to the war; that patied, jour fatal 
engagements with the King were left to operate with their utmoft force ; all fight of 
the Company’s intereft was from that moment loft, and one error has plunged vou 
into many more. The reply you make to the above offer of Sujah al Dowlah, when 
jou demanded he fhall put + them to death, we cannot fuppofe ferioufly meant; for if 
the law of hofpitality forbad his delivering them up, furcly it forbad his murder- 
ing them. 

22. In Confultation pf the 28th of. Januarv, mention is made of fome fubfequent 
lettcrs from Sujah al Dowlah to Major Fletcher, which are but flightly mentioned 
therein, and appear no where entered on your correfpondence; the only obfervation 
made on them is, that you were too far engaged with the King to recede. In the 
lait letter we, in gexeral terms, condemned this treaty with the King, and flattcred 


* Alludiug tothe ‘* Propofals made by the king Shaw Allum to Major Munro, and articles propofed 
s by Governor Spencer and his Council, to be executed by the King.” The firit dated November 22d, 


1764, and the latt r December Gth following ; both inferted Fubfequent numbers ia this Appendix. 
t Cofim Ally Cawn and Somroo, 
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ourfelves you would have fcen the folly thereof, or Meer Jafficr’s death or the arrival 
of Lord Clive would have prevented the execution of it; but being difappointed in 
our expectations, we now fhall give you our fentiments at large. ‘The ie een 
Sujah al Dowlah of his country, is, we apprehend, breaking down the ftronge 
barrier we could have had againft the Afghan Maharattas, and all the invaders of: 
the empire, who were checked from penetrating into the eaftern provinces by a power 
fo refpeétable as his was throughout Hindoftan. The raifing the King oa his 
ruins renders this danger ftill more ftriking, becaufe all the northern powers are ‘is 
natural enemies, being attached to the Vizier Ghazi 6 din Cawn; and you ow} 
yourfelves, in the reply to Mr. Gray’s minute in Confultation zoth of Fcb. 1765;. 
that though the title to the crown is contefted, all parties feem to unite in oppofing 
the claim of him you acknowledge King; and it is to be feared they will come 
down upen him before his ftrength is confirmed ; and thus you may have drawn the 
wars that have fo long diftraéted the northern countries to your own frontiers. 

23. We have no opinion that the King can pofiibly maintain himfelf without your 
utmott affiftance; nor do we imagine Sujah al Dowlah is fo reduced as not to make 
head again; and the refult will be, we fhall have a war to maintain fix hurdred miles 
from our own fettlements, from the fuccefs of which no poffible advantage can be dee 
rived, and one defeat may be the total lofs of the provinces. 

24. In your * engagement with the King we remark, the ftipulation for the charges 
of the war was unfettled; and we have much reafon to apprehend the whole expence 
will be left on the Bengal government. 

25. We now come to confider the meafures you + took on the death of Jaffier Ally 
Cawn. We could have wifhed the fucceffion had been left undetermined until Lord 
Clive’s arrival; but if it was abfolutely neceffary to come to a fudden determination, 
and that fome one muft be immediately acknowledged Subah, it was confiitent with 
the faith we owed the father to adopt the fucceffion he defigned ; and the inexpe- 
rience of the young Subah confidered, you did right to appoint him a regent; but 
in the choice of Mahomed Reza Cawn we think you pafied too flightly over the 
charge urged againft him, of being fo very deficient in accounting tor the revenues. 
of the province of which he had been governor. 

26. The t appointing.of independent Dewans appears highly improper to us ; for if 
îs intruding on the power of the regent, weakening his government, and tending to 
anarchy ; nor can we conceive that any Englifhman is mafter enough of the forms of 

overnment to undertake the dividing their departments without introducing con- 
tufion. 

27. With refpeét to the Ẹ treaty with Nudjum al Dowlah it is proper here to infert 
at length the sth article, which was in thefe words: ‘I do ratify and confirm to 
« the Englith the privilege granted them by their Firmaun, and feveral Hfufbulhookums, 
« of carrying on their trade by means of their own Duftuck free from all duties, taxes, 
‘¢ or impofitions in all parts of the country, excepting in the article of ialt, on which 
« a duty of two and a half per Cent. is to be levied on the Rowana or Houghly 
« market price.” This fifth article is totally repugnant to our orders contained in 
our general letter, by the Kent and Lapwing, (ated the 1ft of June 1764, in whiclr 


® See “* Articles propofed by Governor Spencer and his Council, to be executed by the King, dated 
* December 6th, 1764.” Alfo copy of the ‘* Firmaun executed by the King, dated December 2gth 
«© following.” Both inferted fublequent articles in this Appendix. 

+ Governor Spencer and his Council. The Nabob Meer Jafficr died in February 1765, and was fuc- 
ceeded by his natural fon Nudjum al Dowlgnh. 

t See ~“ Treaty between the Nabob MaA al Dowłah and the Company, entered into by Governor 
® Spencer and his Council, dated in February 1765,” a fubfequent article in this -\ppendix. 
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we not only-expreffed our abhorrence of an article in the treaty with Meer Jafher, 
fiterally correfponding with the prefent fifth article, but in- pofitive term$ directed you, 
in concert with the Nabub, to form an equitable plan for catrying on the inland 
trade, and tranfmit the fafhe to us, accompanied by fuch explanations and remarks 
as might enable us to give our fentiments and directiors thereupon. We muft re- 
mind you too, that in our faid general letter we exprefly directed, that our orders in 
our letter of the 8th of February preceding, which were to put a final and effectual. 
c to the inland trade in falt, beet!c-nut, and tobacco, and in all other articles 
produced and confumed in the country, fhould remain in force until an equitable 
and fatisfaéfory plan could be formed and adopted ; as therefore there is not the leaft 
latitude given you for concluding any treaty whatfoever refpeéting this inland trade, 
we muft and do confider what you have done as an exprefs breach and violation of 
our orders, and a determined refolurion to facrifice the intereft of the Company,. 
and the peace of the coyntry, to lucrative and felfifh views. | 

= 28. This unaccountable behaviour puts an end to all confidence in thofe who made - 
tliis = treaty, and forces us to refolve on meafures for the fupport of our paasa L and 
the prefervation of the Company. We dë, therefore, pronounce, that every fervant 
concerned in that trade ftands guilty of a breach of his covenants with us and of our 
orders ; and in confequence this refolution we pofitively direct, that if that treaty- 
is now fubfifting, you make a formal renunciation, by fome folemn act to be entered” 
on your records, of all right under the faid treaty, or otherwife, to trade in falt, 
beetle-nut, and tobacco, and that you tranfmit this renunciation of that part of the 
treaty in form to the Nabob in’the Perfian language. Whatever government may 
be eftablifhed, or whatever unforefeen circumftances may arife, it is our refolution to 
prohibit, and we do abfolutely forbid this trade of falt, beetle-nut, and tobacco, and 
of all articles that are not for export and import, according to the fpirit of the Fir-. 
. maun, which does not in the leaft give any latitude whatfdever for carrying on fuch 
an inland trade ; and’ moreover we fhall deem every [-uropean concerned therem, di- 
rectly or indiretly, guilty of a breach of his covenants, and direét that he be forth- 
with fent to England, that we may proceed againft him accordingly ; and every na- 
nve who fhall avail himfelf of our protection to carry this trade on, without paying 
all the duties due to the government, equally with the reĝ of the Nabob’s fubjects, 
fhall forfeit that prorection, and be banifhed the fettlements > and we direct that‘ thefe- 
refolutions be fignified publicly throughout the fettlement. ) 

29. With refpect to the rath article of the treaty, which fettles the reftitution for- 
private loffes, we gave vou our fentiments on that fubject very fully, in our letter of 
the 24th December, in which we remain confirmed, and our orders relative thereto. 
ftand in full force. We alfo continue in the fame fentiments upon the donation toa. 
rae navy, which we fee is again taken up in the inftructions to the refidėnt at the- 
urbar.. 

= 30. We repeat that we have loft all confidence in thofe fervants, which nothing: 
ean reftore but a ftrićt obedience to our orders, and a more /crupulcus attention to the 
Company’s true intereft. In the mean time, and'till their conduct fhall have re-. 
inftated them in our good opinion, we muft, and do rely folely, on our Prefident 
Lord Clive, and the Seleé&t Committee, whom we do hereby inveft with all requifite 
_ powers for fecuring to the Company all fums paid on aecount-of reftitution til our: 
orders are known. We further expect thar they fhall give us a clear inveftigation ot 
the motives that influenced the + Governor and Council to engage in a treaty with the 


e. See our Appendix, for copy of this treaty with Nudjom al Dowlah. 
+ Governor Spencer and his Council. Sec our Appendix for copy of this treaty, . 
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King, fo repugnant to our true intereft. That they fhall examine into the reafons 
of the Burdwanolands being let fo low as thirty-two *# lacks, when, by the accounts tranf- 
mitted to us, the collections exceeded fifty + lacks. We alfo rely on the Comm ttce 
to put a ftop to the fhameful demand made on the Nabob for the t navy, and fup- 
ported by the Council to thcir- great difhonour. And if any further corrupt or op- 
preffive pag come to their knowledge, that they fufpend thofe who fhall appear 
guilty of them, and give us the fulleft information thereof. And Jaftly, we cannot 
avoid taking notice, that the late § Prefident and Council, neither acknowledged «he 
receipt of the covenants, relative to the receiving prefents from the country govern. 
ment, nor have they taken the leaft notice of them; we hope there is-no further 
meaning in this neglect, than the deferring it till Jord Clive’s arrival; yet when we 
confider the total difregard of our moft folemn orders on the moft important fubjects, 
we know nat where their difobedicnce will ftop. 

31. We have received two letters from Mr. Spencer, the firft dated the 5th Fe- 
bruary, 1765, the laft the 14th March, copics of which wè enclofe for your infor- 
mation; as they both urge his own merit in fo {trong a manner, we find ourfelves 
obliged to give our fentiments on his condnét in Bengal. 

2. He came down to that fetrlement with the general good opinion of the world, 
and with our approbation of his conduct during his fervice at Bombay, with this pe- 
culiar advantage, that he was free from all the embarraffinents and the party fpiric 
that prevailed in Bengal, and had the plain part of the Company’s intereft before 
bim. We fhall, therefore, recapitulate the cenfure we have pafled on that part of 
the adniiniftration of our affairs in which he was concerned, and which we take for. 
granted he approved, as no diffent is entered by him. 

33- The very fame letter that carried his (Mr. Spencer’s) appointment to the go- 
vernment, carried our molt pofitive orders to put a total and effeétual {top to the 
trade in falt, beetic-nut, anl tobacco, which we exprefied to be the fource of the 
way, and incompatible with the peace of the country and the jntereft of the Com- 
pany; yet in Confultations 17th Oétober, wherein that order is taken into con- 
fideration, he figns to a refolution to carry on the trade of falt and beetle-nut, paying 
to the Nabob on falt 2} per Cent. in direét breach of our orders; and in the treaty 
with the new § Nabob, he ftipulates for that right by an exprefs article of the treaty. 

34- Although the ** treaty with Mecr Jafier Ally Cawn was entered into before 
Mr. Spencer’s arrival, yet he gave his fanétion to every part of it, particularly that 
which ftipulated reftitution for loffes, which, we make no doubt, he knew to be 
moftly fuftained in an illicit trade, and preferring the intcreft of the fervants to the 
honour ot the Company, countenanced the aggravating circumftances which accom- 
panied that fhameful proftitution of our authority, in rifing in the demand, till, by 
flinging in out-ftancing debts, it was carried to the exorbitant fum of ++ fifty-three 
lacks; and Mr. Spencer, though no way intercfted therein, joined in the ungenerous 
proceedings, by which Meer Jafficr’s content was extorted for the payment of thefe 
demands, and in the treaty with the new Nabob, makes it an act of his own, by care- 
fully ftipulating for it therein; and, to our ees aitonifhment, we fee his name to 
coniultation 15°h November, 1764, wherein he engages the authority of the Com- 
pany to obtain the fum of twelve ff lacks and a half tor the navy; though, as far as 

© 400,co0 /. + 625.000 /. a 

t A demand was made on the Nabob Meer Jaffier firt by Governor Vanfittart, and afterwards by 


Commodore Tinker, for a prefent to be given to a fmall fquadron of his majcfty’s fhips then in Bengal, 
under Mr. Tinker’s command. 


§ Governor Spencer and his Council. _ || Nudjum al Dowlah, 
++ See copy of this treaty in our Appendix, dated in July 1763. 
tt 662,500 /. it 156.250. 
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appears to us, the demanding this fum was a private act of his predeceffor, 
unknown to him, but fo ftrongly adopted, that, we fee, he never lotes fight of 
it, but makes the recovery of it part of the irfftructions to the refident at the Durbar, 
on the acceffion of the new Subah. 

35- In the adminiftration of our revenues, he has fo overlooked the accounts of:the 
province of Burdwan, that though it appears in them the Rajah collects fifty-one 
ia ks of rupees}, yet he has approved the agreement with the Rajah for thirty-two 
1acks§, which is even lower than the preceding year; nor has he taken any notice of 
the fum of tighty thoufand rupees |l, applied to the ufe of our fervants, under the head 
of Charges Refidency. . 

36. In his letter the 14th March, he urges the general flourifhing ftate of the Com- 

any’s affairs as a matter of merit to himí: if, in which we totally differ fom him, as 
fe will learn from our fentiments in our letter of the 24th December, and the prefent ; 
of which you will tranfmit him copies, as far as relates to the adminiftration of our 
affairs during his being of our Councilin Bengal. 


No. XXXIV. 


Extra& of a Letter from the Court of Direétcrs to the Seleé# Committee in 
Bengal, dated May 17, 1766. 


7. Equally politic and prudent are the conceffions in favour of the King, whofe 
intereft was beft confidered by the reftoring Sujah al Dowlah to his country, the. only 
Subah in Hindofta2 wh. is ever likely to fupport him in hiş pretenfions to the em- 
pire. The revenue agreed to be paid him, muft be, in the eyes of the Indian powers, 
a mark of our refpeét to the royal blood, and an acknowledgment of his right. We 
approve alfo the being guarantee for Nudjeef Cawn, and finally we hope the mo- 
deration and attention paid to all thofe who have efpoufed our intereft in this war, 
will reftore our reputation in Hindoftan, and that the Indian powers will be convinced 
no breach of treaty will ever have our fancétion. We hope alfo, the fifty lacks, * 
ftipulated to be paid by Sujah al Dowlah, will be, before this reaches you, difcharged, 
and his dominions entirely evacuated by our troops ; and that none will remzin under 

retence of protection to the King’s perfon, for that may lead to pretenfions to fupport 
him in his claim to the empire, a meafure quite contrery to our views, being deter- 
mined to make the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffla, the utmoft bounds of 
our political views or potieffions. 

8. The article in ghe treaty with Sujah al Dow!ah, ftipulating a trade duty free, 
through his dominions, we direét to be confined folely to the Company's trade, and 
even in that fenfe of it ; we mean only if his dominions produce any goods fit for the 
European markets, or if it can be’made the means of extending our trade in the 
woollen manufactures, or any other European goods. 

9. Wecome now to confider the great and important affair of the Dewanny, on 
which we fhall eive you our fentiments, with everv objection that occurs to us. 

10. When we confider that the barrier of the country government was entircly 
broke down, and every Englifhman throughvut the couctry armed with on authorry 


į 637,500 /, § 409,000 A I] 10,coOe/. * 625 voo /, 
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that owned nq fuperior, and exercifing his power to the oppreffion of the helplcis ræ- 
tive, who knew not whom to obey; at fuch a crifis, we cannot hefitate to approve ) our 
obraining the Dewanny for the Compaty. 

11. Woen we look back to-the fyitem which Lord Clive, and the gentlemen of 
the Seicé&t Committee found eftablifhed, it prefents to us a Subah difarmed, vith a 
revenue of almoft two millions fterling, (for fo much f.ems to have bzen Icft, exclu- 
five of our demands on him) at the mercy of our fervants, who had adopted an m- 
heard of ruinous principle of an intereft, diftinct from the Company. This princip! 
fhewcd itfelf in laying their hands upon every thing they did not deem the Company's 
property. 

12. In the province of Burdwan, the refident and his Council took an annual 
ftipend of near * eighty thoufand rupees per annum from the Rajah, in addition to the 
Company’s falary. ‘This ftands on the Burdwan accounts, and we fear was not the 
whole, for we apprehend it went further, and that they carried this pernicious prm- 
si even to the fharing with the Rajah of all he collected, beyond the ftipulated 

alpuzarry, or land revenue ; overtooking the point of duty to the Company, to 
whom properly every thing belonged, that was not neceffary for the Rajah’s fupport. 
It has been the principle, too, on which our fervants have falfely endeavoured to glofs 
over the crimes of their proceedings on the acceffion of the prefent Subah, and we 
fear would have been foon extended to the grafping the greateft fhare of that part of 
the Nabob’s revenue which was not allotted to the Company. In fhort, this principle 
was directly undermining the whole fabrick, for whilft the Company were finking 
under the burthen of the war, our fervants were enriching themfelves, from thofe very 
funds which ought to have fupported the war ; but to Lord Clive, and our Select 
Committee, we owe, that the Company are at laft confidered as principles in the 
advantage, as well as the dangers. 

13. We muft now turn our attention to render our acquifitipns as permanent as 
human wifdom can make them ; this permanency, we apprehend, can be found only 
in the fimplicity of the execution. We obfervethe account you Sve of the office and 
power of the King’s Dewan, which in former times was, ‘* the collecting of all the 
<: revenues, and, after defraying the expences of the army, and allowing a fufficient 
œ fund for the fupport of “the Wiss, to remit the remainder to Dehly.” This 
defcription of it, is not the ofice we wifh to execute ; the experience we already have 
had in the province of Burdwan convinces us, how unfit an Englifhman is to conduct 
the colleétion of the revenues, and follow the fubgle native through all his arts, to 
conceal the real value of his country, and to perplex and elude the payments. We 
therefore entirely approve of your preferving the ancient form of government, in the 
upholding the dignity of the Subah. 

14. We conceive the office of Dewan fhould be exercifed only in fuperintending the 
collections, and difpofal of the revenues; which, though vefted in the Company, 
fhould official y be ex cuted by our Refident at the Durbar, under the controul of the 
Governor aad the Se'cét Committee. The ordinary bound. of which controul, 
fou'’d extend to nothing beyond the fuperintending the colle€tion of the revenues, 
and the receiving the money from the Nabob’s treafury to that of the Dewanny, or 
the Company, and this we conceive to be n ither diffcult or complicated : for at the 
annual Poonah the govetnment fettles with each Zemindar his monthly payments for 
the enfuing year; fo the monthly pa’ments of the whole from the Nabob’s Dewan, 
is but the total of the monthly pa ment of each Zemindar; which miuft be ftriétly 
kept up, and if deficient, the Company nwft trace what particular province, Rajah, 
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or Zeniindar, has fallen fhort of his monthly payments ; or, if it is ncecéiTary to extend 
the power farther, let the annual Poonah, by, which we mean the time when every 
laadieta~ makes his agréement for the enfuing year, be made with the confent of 
the Dewan or Company. ‘This we conceive to be the whole office of the Dewanny, 
The adminiftration of juftice, the appointment of officers, Zemindarries, in fhort 
whacever comes ûnder the denomination of civil adminiftration, we underitand is t 
remain in the hands of the Nabob or his minifters. 

15. The Refident at the Durbar being conftantly on the fpot, cannot be long a 
f{tranger to any abufes in the government, and is always armed with power to remedy 
them. It will be his duty to ftand between the adminiftration and the encroachments 
always to be apprehended from the agents of the Company’s fervants, which muft 
firftt be known to him, and we rely on his fidelity to the Company, to ch@ck all fuch 
encroachments, and to prevent the oppreffion of the natives. We gave you our fen- 
timents on the office of refident in our letter of the 24th December laft, which were 
what we thought fuitable to the office as it then ftood; but now that is become of fo 
much more importance, we fhall leave th regulating of it to you, and defire you 
will be very explicit on the fubjeét, and thall only here fling out fome few thoughts 
upon it. 

p We would have his correfpondence to be carried on with the Select Committee 
through the channel of the Prefident. He fhould keep a diary of all his tranfactions. 
His correfpondence with the natives muft be publicly condućted. (Copies of all 
his letters fent and received be tranfmitted monthly to the Prefidency, with dupli- 
pias and triplicates to be tranfmitted home in our general packet by every 

aa In the 39th paragraph of our general letter of the 24th December laft, we 
expreffed our difapprobation of continuing a Chief and Council at Burdwan. We 
fee you have already adopted that fentiment in withdrawing that refidency. -We 
have been very full in our late letters on the fubject of the Burdwan country, and 
Mr. Verelft’s letter of the 13th September gives {till more infight into the affairs of 
that province ; and as it has been from the tranfactions of that province, that we 
have acquired the moft experience of the nature of the collections of the revenues, we 
fhall give you fuch reflections as occur to us on the fubject in general, and on this 
province in particular. We obferve that when we firft took pofleffion of the grant 
from Jaffier Ally Cawn, of the Calcutta lands, we immediately turned out all thofe 
men who ftood between the government and the cultivator, and puf*the farm of the 
lands up to public fale, in which we make no doubt our fervants aéted for our in- 
tereft, according to the beft of their judgment; but it appears to have been deemed 
by the natives an a¢t of oppreffion, and contrary to the cuftom of Hindoftan. How- 
ever it was then a partial evil, confined to a {maıl tract of counrry ; and the Company 
had this to plead in their defence, that their whole territory, lying near Calcutta, 
could eafily be kept under the general adminiftration of the Prefidency, and this 
might be very juftifiable and very proper for fo limited an obje¢t; but when large 
provinces fall under our government, fuch as Burdwan, we do not think the fame 
conduct fhould have been obferved, but jou fhouli have made the beft terms you 
could with the Rsjah for the Malguzarry, or land revenues : particular local cir- 
cumftances might have required deviations from the g neral rule, fuch as th inca- 
pacity of the Rajah, which might have becn remedied by } itting pro >er mini ters 
about him; but our fervants fhould not have i erfcred in tlhe collect ons or cil 
adminittrat ons; and exrerience has c nvinced us, they h.v*>ecih r ened in `i dg- 
ment or their duty to the Company. Fora er all the various c peri nen s of putt nz 
the farms up to public fale, by which means many families teem to have lecer 
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utterly ruined of keeping lands in the hands of the Company, which you call Cofs, 
and the various methods that have been tried ; we find the collections brought to the 
Company’s credit, for the year 1764, are five * lacks lefs than what were paid in Ali- 
verdy Cawn’s time in 1752. There is a paffage in Mr. Verelft’s letter very alarming, 
and which requires a full explanation; < I was greatly furprized to find, on my 
“€ arrival there, that it had been again expofed to public fale; however, purch afers 
«¢ had only been found fer about twenty-two +} lacks, fo great was the prejudice taen 
€ of the former fale, and the whole of that very confiderably under the Jumma-. 
s bundy of 1769, excepting the farms lately held by Metirs. Johnftone, Hay, and 
«© Bolts, on which a greater advance was bid.” 

18. We have on a former occafion, in our letter of the 13th March, 1761, para- 
graph 57, permitted our fervants to bid at the public fale of the Calcutta lands; but we 
could not conceive fuch an indulgence could ever be conftrued to admit fervants, 
employed in the collection of the revenues of a province, to felect out the moft pro- 
fitable lands for themfelves, for fuch is the light in which this tranfaction appears 
to us, and it is one more ftriking proof əf the general corruption with which ali 
ranks were tainted, and of the ill uie that has been made of every indulgence. We 
direct a ftrict fcrutiny into this affair; and if it proves true, that you will make a 
proper example of the offenders, by difmiffing them our fervice. 

19. This tranfaction convinces us of the neceffity of fhutting the door to abufes; 
and we therefore pofitively order, that no covenanted fervant, or Englifhman, re- 
fiding under our protection, fhall be fuffered to hold any land for his own account, 
directly or indirectly, in hts own name, or that of others, or to be concerned in any 
farms or revenues whatfoever. 

20. In the 30th paragraph of our letter of the roth February laft, we expreffed 

eur furprize har the covenants were not executed, nor any notice taken of them. 
Judge then what we feel, in learning from Mr. Leycefter’s offnute on Confulrtation 
the ruth June 1765, that they never were intended to be executed; and we prefume 
he {peaks not only his own fentiments, but the fentiments of his colleagues, when he 
fays, the covenants were rather the effect of party than the cool fentiments of his 
mafters, and that it wes probable partes would unite in abolifhing covenants that 
could only injure individuals and do the Company no fervice. If our fervants prefume 
thus to call in queftion our moft dircct and pofitive orders, enforced too by the ge- 
neral voice of cke whole body of proprietors, it is time for us to exert the authority 
veíted in us, arf to do juftice to the injured natives, to our own honour, and to the 
national character. 
21. The proceedings of the Select Committee have laid open to us a moft com- 
plicated fcene of corruption, in which we have the unhappinefs to fee moft of our 
principal fervants involved. Gentlemen who have ferved us in the higheft offices, in 
whom we placed the greateft confidence, and to whom we had given the greateft 
marks of our favour; yet neither the ties of honour or gratitude could controul thar 
unbounded thirft after riches that feems to have prevailed almoft over the whole 
fertlement, ard threatened a total ditlolution of all government. The principle on 
which thefe gentlemen juftify themfelves feems ‘to be, that donations or free gifts 
are lawful when no intereít of the Company is facrificed to attain them. 

22. We do not admit that donations are in any cafe lawfu!, without our confent 
and approbation. Our Governor aud Councils abroad are entrufted with the com- 
mand of our troops and with all our influence and authority, to employ them folely 
fos the honour and advantage of the Company. If they pervert the power thus 
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trufted.with them for the public good to their own private advantagę they are ur- 
doubtedly guilty of a breach of that tuft. 

23. Neither can we admit that the vaft fuths obtained on this occafion were by 
any means free gifts. ‘The dependent fituation of the Subah is itfelf a refutation of 
the p*ea, and his letter to Lord Clive and the Select Committee, with the concur- 
rent, .eftimonies qf the Seats, and Mahomed Reza Cawn, together with the depo- 
fitighis of the feveral people examiied on this matter, amount to the cleareft proofs, 
that they were exacted from the feveral parties as the terms of the protection granted 
them. And laftly, we fhall fay a word or two to what thofe gentlemen vainly ima- 
gine makes ftrongly in their defence, that no intereft was ectced to obtain them. 

24. Tie Company were engaged in a war, which, as far as we can judge, coft 
them from ten to twelve lacks ~ per month; for which the Nabob had f¥jpulated to 
pay no more than five lacks + per month, and even that fell in arrears. The Nabob 
was at this time preffed fôr payment of the remaining thirty lacks Ẹ for reftitutions, 
befides other unlawful demands on him. It cannot furely be pleaded that under 
thefe circumftances of the Subah and the Company, no intereft of the Company was 
facrificed to obtain them. Wethink the gentlemen facrificed their own honour, 
the intereft and honour of the Company, and of the nation. 

25. We are forry fome of the gentlemen have thought fit to juftify their breach 
of truft by a breach of orders, in pleading the covenants were not executed, there- 
fore not obligatory ; but fo totally do we differ from them, that we think them not 
only guilty of a breach of thofe particular covenants, but alfo of the general cove- 
nants, which were entered into before thefe laft were found fo neceffary. 

26. The cavils and oppofition of feveral members of the Council, to the powers 
and conduct of you our Select Co nmi tee, appear moft evidently to have been cal- 
culated to fcreen and obftruct the enquiries into and detection of their mifbchaviour ; 
but we are fatisfied yop have had the real intereft of the Company conftantly in your 
view, in all your refearches into the general corruption and rapacity of our fervants, 
with the fpirit and difintereftednefs which do you honour, and merit our approba- 
tron. 
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Copies of TREATIES and GRANTS from the Country Powers 
to the East-INpia Company, refpecting*their Prefidency at 
Fort Wituiam, in Bencat, from the year 1756 to 1760, 
both years inclufive. 


No. XXXVII. 
Treaty and Agreements with Serajah Dowlah. 


Muntur ul Malek 
Serajah Dowla Shah 
K ily Khan Bahader 


Hy butJurg, Servant of 
King Aalum Geer the 
Invincible. 


S‘gned feven Times. 





Lift of DEMANDS. 

1- That the Company be not molefted upon account of fuch privileges as have been 
pune them by the King’s Firmaun and Hufbulhookums, and the Firmauns and 

ufbulhookums in full force. 

That the villages which were given to the Company by the Firmaun, but detained 
from th m by the Subah, be likewife allowed them; nor let any impediment or re- 
ftriction by put upon the Zemindars. 

Agreed to, according to tke tenor of the Firmaun. 

2. That all goods belonging to the Englifh Company, and having their Duftuck, 
do pafs freely by land or water in Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, without paving an, du- 
ties or fees of any kind whatfoever ; and that the Zemindars, Chokeydars, Guzer- 
bauns, &c. offer them no kind of moleftation upon this account. 

It is agreed to. 

3- That reftitution be made the Company of their factories and fettlements et Cal- 
cutta, Coffimbazar, Dacca, &c. which have been taken from them. That all mo- 
ney and effects taken from the Englifh Company, their factors and dependents, at their 
feveral fettlements and Aurungs, be reftored in the fame condition. That an equivalent 
in money be given for fuch goods as are damaged, plundered, or loft, which fhall be 
eft to the Nabob’s juftice to determine. 

Whatever has been feized by the Government it is agreed fhall be reflored. 

4. That the Company be allowed to tortify Calcutta in fuch manner as they fhall 

efteem proper for thcir dcfence, without an_ hindrance or obftruction. 
It is agreed to. 

g. That Siccas be coined at Allenagur (Calcuttz) in the fame manner as at Moorfhad- 
alad, and t! at them n- ftruck‘n Calcı tta be of equal weight and finenefs with that 
of Moorfhad-ab d. There fhall be no demand made for a deduction of Batta. 

It is agreed, that bullicn imp rt d by th. C mpany be coined to Siccas. 

6. That the e} ropofals be ritificd in the ftrongeft manner, in the prefence of God 
and his prophet, and figied and fcaled to by the Nabob and fome of his princi al 
»eople. 

iii In the prefence of God and bjs prophet, thefe qrticles are figned and fealed. 
7. And 
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u .ind Admiral Charles Watfon and Col. Clive, promife in behalf of the 
fh nation, and of the Englith Company, that fe m hencefo hall hoftikti s fhal 
in Bengal, and the Englifh will alwa s remain p pea e friendfhip w` h the Nabob, 
as long as thefè articles are*kept in foreca d rem ın uaviolated. 

Oe condition that an a reement u der the Compan *s feal, and figned by the Company's 
Council, and [worn to according to their rel gion, be fent me, I agree 3o the articigs 
which I bave counterfigned. 










Aez ul Malek 
Morad ul Dowla 
Nowarifh AH Khan 
aderZahooarJung 
a Servant of King 
Aalum Geer the 
Invin ible. 


‘ina 





Meer Jaffer 
Khan Bahader 
a Servant of King Servant of King | 
Aalum Geer the Aalum Geer the 
Invincible. Invincible. 
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Azreement of the Compgny, Aigned by the Gove nor and Committee, the oth February, #157. 


We the Eaft India Company, imwth prefence of his excellency the Nabob Mun- 
fur ul Malek, Serajah Dowla, Shah Kuly Khan, Bahader Hybut Jung, Nazim of 
, Bahar and Oriffa, b the hands and feal of the Council, and by firm 
ment and folemn tteftation, d dec! re, that the bufinefe of the Company’s o- 
ries within the jurifdict: n of the N bob, fh Il go on ın ‘ts former courfe: that we 
will never opprefs ar do violence toan perí ns without caufe ; that we will never of- 
fer protection toan perfons havi g acc unts with the g vernmen , any of the King’s 
Taalookdars or Zeminda s, n r murderers, no robb rs: that we will never act con- 
to the tenor of the articles p a to by the Nabob: that we will carry on 
our bufinefs as formerly; and will never, i any refpeé, deviate from this agree- 
ment. 









Agreement of Colonel Chue with the Nabob, dated February t2, 1757- 


I Colonel C iv , Sab t Jung Bahader, c mmander of th Engl ‘fh land forces im 
Bengal, do folemnly d clare, in the pr fence of G d and our Saviour, that there is 
e between the Nab b Serajah Dovaand h En hfh: They, the Eng ith, will 
inviolably adhere t the a ticles of the treaty made ih the Nabeb: that as long 
as he fhall obferve his agreement, the Englifh wil alwa s 1 k upon his e em’es as 
their enemies; and whenever called up n, will gran him all the affifta ce in their 


power. 


Perwannab 
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XXXVIII. 
Perwannah for Duftucks from Serajah Dowla, “dated gth Rajeb Moon. 


The Englifh Company’s goods having been carried backward and forward ıy land 
and water, always through the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, by the Duf- 
tuck and feal of the faid Company, by virtue of the King’s Firmaun, which is alfo 
now confirmed by me. Take care, on no pretence, to interrupt their ¢arrying their 
goods backwards and forwards through all the Chokeys whatfoever, and not to de- 
mand any Katbarra, Manjor, &c. according to the King’s Firmaun. Let them pafs and 
repafs, without receiving a fingle cowrie from any of their people, and interfere not 
with the -nglifh Company’s Gomaftahs on any account, but rather take care that 
through all your diftricts their bufinefs be not obftruéted in. any way. 

Fifteen Perwannahs of the fame tenor and date were granted under the feal of 
the Nabob Serajah Dowla to the Rajahs and Zemindars. 


Perwannah under the Seal of Nabob Munfur ul Malek, Serajab Dowla Babader, Hybut 
Funk, dated oth of Rajeb (31t March ~) in the 3d year of the glorious reign, Mcbunlol. 


All goods belonging to the Englifh Company, which, by virtue of the royal man- 
date, wed to pals and repafs with the faid Company’s Duftucks, by 1 nd or water, 
through the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, I have at this time granted a 
free currency to, in the fame manner and with the fame privileges as formerly: it is 
neceffary that your excellency write to the officers at Dacca, Chittagong, Jugdea, 
Akbarnagur, Silhet, Rangamatty, Cheetmarree, Moorfhad-abad, and Purnea, that they 
fuffer the fame goods to pafs up and down the rivers without any moleftation or im- 
pofition of Katbarra (a tax laid upon boats) or any other arficles forbidden by the 
royal court; nor exact the fmalleft fum from them, nor any ways opprefs the Go- 
maftahs or dependants. Let them be punctual in this. 


Duftuck under the feal of the Nabob Serajah Dowla, Ec. dated + 17 Femmaude Sauni, 
the 3d year of the King’s glorious reign. 


To all Fouzdars, Zemindars, Chokeydars, and Overfeers of the way of the provinces of 
Bengal, Babar, and Oriffa. 


All goods belonging to the Englifh Company, which by virtue of the royal man- 
date ufed to pafs and repafs through the toregoing prov nces, by land and water, 
with the Company’s Duftucks, I have at this time granted a free currency to, in the 
fame manner as formerly, and with the confirmatio 1 of their former privileges. Let 
all goods, having the Engl'fh Company’s Duftuck, pafs as before, up and down the 
river, without any moleftation or impofition of Katbar a, or any ot! er articles for- 
bidden by the ro al court; nor exaét the fmalleft fum from them, nor opprefs the 
Company’s dependents. In this be punétual. and act conformable to this writing. 


Perwannab of the Nabob Serajab Dowlah to the Hon. Company, fir ereéling a mint in 
Calcutta. 


From the date of the fiift of the moon Shaban, the four fun Siccas are begun to be 
ftampt, and through all the mint-houfcs the new Siccas of the four fun are coined, 


Take 
1757- + About the oth of March, 1757. 
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Take cre and ereĝ& a mint in Calcutta (calle 4 Allenagur,) and ftamp gold and 
filver upees out of the bųllion and gold impdrted by your nation, of the weight of 
rupees of gold and filver coined at Moorfhad-abad : uader the name of Allenagur- 
Calcu ta fhall you coin your money, it fhall pafs for land revenues, &c. and no 
bodv/will afk or fgt any Batta upon them; only take care not to coin the gold and 
filves of other nations. 


No. XXXIX. 
Treaty with Jafier Ally Khan. 


I fwear by God, and the prophet of God, to abide by the terms of this treaty whilft I 
have life. l 











Meer Mahomed 
Jafher Khan 
Bahader, fervant 
of king 


Aalum Geer. 


Treaty made with the Admiral and Colonel Clive [Sabut Fung Babader] Governor Drake, 
and Mr. Waits. 





1. Whatever articles were agreed upon in the time of peace with the Nabob Se- 
rajah Dowla, Munfur ul Malek, Shah Kuly Khan, Bahader, Hybut Jung, I agree 
to comply with. . 

2. The enemies of the Englifh are my enemics, whether they be Indians or Eu- 
ropeans. 

3. All the effeéts and factories belonging te the French in the province of Bengal, 
(the Paradife of nations,) and Bahar and Orifia, fhall remaim in the poffleffion of the 
Englifh, nor will I ever allow them any more to fettle in the three provinces. 

4- In confideration of the loffes which the Englifh Company have fuftained by the 
capture and plunder of Calcutta by the Nabob, and the charges occafioned by the 
maintenance of the forces, I will give them one + crore of rupees. 

5. For the čffećts plundercd from the Englifh inhabitants at Calcutta, I agree to 
give fifty $ lacks of rupees. 

6. For the effeéts plundered from the Gentoos, Muffulmen, and other fubjects of 
Calcutta, twenty § lacks of rupees fhall be given. 

7. For the effe¢ts plundered from the Armenian inhabitants of Calcutta, I will 
give the fum of feven || lacks of rupees. The diftribution of the fums allotted the 
natives, Englith inhabitants, Gentoos, and Muffulmen, fhall be left to the Admiral 
and Colonel Clive, (Sabut Jung Bahader,) and the reft of the Council, to be dilpofed 
of by them, to whom they think proper. 

8. Within the ditch which furrounds the borders of Calcutta, are traéts of land be- 
longing to feveral Zcmindars ; befides this, I will grant the Englifh Company fix 
hundred vards without the ditch. 

g. Ali the lend laying to the fouth of Calcutta,as far as Culpec, fhall be under the 
Zemindary of the Englifh Company, and all the officers of thofe parts fhall be under ~ 
thei? jurifdiction. The revenues to be paid by them (the Company) in the fame 
manner with other Zemindars. se Whien 


zpet words were wrote in his own hand. . t 1,250,000. t 625,000 /. § 250,000 4, 
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10. Whenever I demand the IL nglih affiftance, I will be at the charga of the 
maintenance of them. . .” 
rI. I will not erect any new fortifications below Houghly, near the river Ganges. 

12. As ioon as I am eftablifhed in the government of the three provine's, the 
aforefaid fums fhall be faithfully paid. Dated 15th Ramzan, in the 4th year of the 
reign. 

Additional Article. 


13- On condition that Meer Jaffier Khan Bahader fhall folemnly ratify, confirm 
by oath, and exccute all the above articles, which the underwritten on behalf of the 
honourable Eaft India Company do, declaring on the hol) gofpels, and before God, 
that we will afit Meer Jafher Khan Bahader, with all our force, to obtain the Su- 
bahfhip of the province of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa; and further, that we will 
afit him to the utmoft againft all his enemies whatever, as foon as he calls upon 
us for that end; provided that he, on h’s coming to be Nabob, fhall fulfill the afore- 
faid articles. 


No. XL. 
General Sunnud under the Seal of “Jaffer Ally Khan. 


To all Governors, Muttafeddees, prefent or future, all Naibs, Fouzdars, Zemindars, Chew- 
draks, Canongeoos, c. fervants of the government in the provinces cf Bengal, Bahar 
and Oriffa. 


Know, that by the royal Firmaun and Hufbulhookums the Englifh Company are 
pardone 1 (Maaf) exempt from all duties ; therefore I wiite : 

That whatever goods the Company’s Gomattahs may bring or carry, to or from 
their factoiies, the Aurungs, or other places, by land or b water, with a Duftuck from 
any of the chiefs of their factories, you ihall neither af, nor receive any fum, how- 
ever trifling, forthe fime, Know they have full power to buy and fell, vou are by no 
means to oppofe it; you are not to requirc from the Gompany’s Gomattahs the Settec, 
Manghans, or any other of the Zemindars impofitions. 

The Company’s Gomaftahs fhall buy and fell the Com] any’s goods without the 
intervention of Delolls, unlefs the Gomaftahs arc fati fied to cmplo them ; ou are to 
afit them cn all occif ons, wherever they buy or icll. Whoever acts cOntrar to theft 
order , th. En .ifh have full; y crto punifh them. If any of the Company’s goods 
are ftol n, you are to recover the very efieéts ftolLn, or make good their amount. 
Any 11 r hints a others, on y h m the Company have any lawful demands, you are 
to fec rl t the fame be pail to thcir Gomattahs. Take care that no ore wro. g 
or opjr 6 the Conjin s G maftahs. You are not to requre or ftop their 
bort ony et iceof th E !. cra or otherdut son boits, whether they be the Com- 
tn ’so iboats, or bo tshirt 11 th r Goid. alis; vou are to give credit to the 


c> otiledesS nisto te Como n nke the Kazzi’s feal, without requiring 
t r ial. An o the Cony 17° d boisr unma tron tne i, 101 we not to give 
th nj tion or ple tio th m, bu ar, to d‘kv r b mup to the Con painy’s Go- 


mi ahs. T «¿ Fouvda v-C t h&c inpofitio sof the Fouadars, wiich are for- 

ie Gb th E pm Voud Artu i of the L oth, heirG + (h of inh = 

tan. W ver the Loc h Cony n d iiet icttl ativa y Deit st 

th <r al l pofictd of i the orire of Bei al, Baiar ind Vr a, ouaeo 

g` moe © E al fiebre l tl be ¥¢ he Ligithtlips wedrise b 

b ‘serather, or s4 lite GPtoy soroth p ces, oucteto am trucem Il! 
in 
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in yor power, and fee that thf goods are reitcrrd to the Company, and you are not 
to req ure the Choutarry, &c. which the King Ł «s forbid. 

A 1nint is eftablifhed in Calcutta, coin Sicq.s and gold Mohurs of equal weight 
and faenefs with the Siccds and gold Mohurs of Moorfhad-abad. They fhall país in 
the K ing’s treafury. 

Aji that I have wrote muft be done; do as I have wrote, nor afk a new Sunnud 
evepy year. The 27th of the moon Showall, and 4th of the King’s reign, being the 


15th of the month of July, 1757. 
No ALI 


Perwannah from Jafier Ally Khan, for the Mint. 


To tbe High and Mighty, ghe bold and valiant Commanders, the greateft of Merchants, 
the Englijb Company, on whom may the King’s favour reft for ever. 


A mint has been eftablifhed in Calcutta; continue coining gold and filver into 
Siccas and Mohurs, of the fame weight and ftandard with thofe of Moorfhad-abad ; the 
impreffion to be Calcutta; they fhall país current in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar 
and Orifla, and be received into the Cadganna; there fhall be no obftruétion or diffi- 
culty for Cuflore. Under the feal of Fidvir Aalum Geer Badfha Gauze, Sujah ul Mu- 
luck Hoflam o Dowla, Meer Mahomed Jefher Khan Bahader Mahabut Jung, rth 


Zeerlaida, 4th of the King’s reign. 
No. XLII. 


Perwannah for the granted Lands. 
Seal of the Nabch Faffier Ally Kban. 


1170. 

| Aaulum Garr. Emperor, 

fighting for the Faith, his 
evoted Meer Mahomed Jaffic 
Ally Khan Bahader Shujah ul 

| Muluck Hoffam o Dowla 

Mahabut Jung, 
Anno 4. 











Ye Zemindars, Chowdrahs, Taalookdavs, Muckaudums, Recavahs, Marfawreans, 
Mootawettawahs, of the Chuckla of Houghley and others, fituated in Bengal the 
terreftial Paradife. Know, that the Zemindarr,, Chowdrawv, and Taalookdarry of 
the countries in the fubjoined lift, hath been given by treaty to the moft illuftrious and 
moft magnificent the Englifh Company, the glury and ornamcnt of trade. The faid 
Company will be careful to govern according to c{abiifhed cuttom and ufage, without 
any gradual deviation, and watch for the profperits of the people. Your duty is to 
give no caufe of complaint to the Recayahs of the Company, who on their part are to 
govern with fuch hindnefs, that hufbandry may recvivea daily increafe, that : Il difo-ders 
maj be fuppreffed, drunkennefs and other illicit practices prey ented, and the imperial 
tributes be ient im due time. Such part of the abovefaid country as may be fituated to 


the weft of Calcutta, on the other fideof she Ganges, does not appertain to the Company. 
a Know 





146 A P PFP È N D 1I X. 


Know then, v* Zemindars, &c. tha» ve are dependents of the Company, ana hat ye 
muft fubmit to fuch treatment as the: give you, whether good or bad ; and thi; is my 
exprefs injunction. 
Twenty-four Mahals. 
The Purgannah of Mugra. 


Ditto of - Khafipoor. 
Ditto of - Mudenmutt. 
Ditto of - Ekktiarpoor. 
Ditto of - Burjutty. 
Ditto of - Azimabad. 


Ditto of - Moodagotcha. 
Ditto of - Putcha Kollu. 
Part of the Purgannah of Shahpoor. 
Shah Nagtr. 
Part of the Purgunnah of Ghur. 
The Purgurmah of Karee Jurree. 
Ditto of Deccan Saugeer. 
Part of the Purgunnah of Calcutta. 
Part of the Purgunnah of Paikan. 
Part of the Purgunnah of Munpoor. 
Part of the Purgunnah of Amecrabad. 
Part of the Purgunnah of Mahomed Ameepoor. 
Mellung Mahal. 
The Purgunnah of Hattiagur. 
Ditto - - Meida. 
Part of the Purgunnah of Akbarpoor. 
Part of the Purgannah of Bellia. 
Part of the Purgunnah of Buffindarry. 
Dated the * 5th of Rabbi ul Sauni, anno quarto. 
(In the Nabob’s own hand, ferving by way of fign manual.) It is written Finis. 
(In Maha Rajah Doolabrum’s own handas Naib) Seen. 
(In Rajah Raage Bullub’s own hand, as Hufloor Nevife) the 5th of Rabbi ul Sauni, 
anno quarto, regiitered in the impcrial regifter. 
(In Rajah Conghu Baharree’s own hand, as Dewan of Bengal) the 5th of Rabbi ul 
Sauni, anno quarto, regiftered in the Dewannee regifter. 


No. XLIII. 
Perwannah from Yaffier Ally Cawn, for the Saltpetre of Bahar. 


At this time, through the means of Colonel Clive, the faltpetre larcs of the whole 
province of Bahar have been granted to the Englifh Company trom the beginning of 
rhe Bengal sar 1165, in the room of Coja Mahomed Wazeed: vou are therefore here- 
by dircéted to cftablith the authority of their Gomaftahs in all the faltpetre lands of 
the afore: id province, to give {trict orders to*he faltpetre Ticars not to fell an cunce 
of faltp tre to any other p rfon, and to reccive from the Company the flipuiat 
Ni zzerannaand men: to the aforefiid lan ts. 

On the zd of the wruth cf Rajeb of tke ath year of nis Mayjefiy’s reign, a ecps was entired 

into tle Dewa'’s bons. 5 
On tke loft d y of le mo th of Je rmedy a'-Sauni of the 5tl year cf kis Mayjefty’s re'n, 
ac fy was entered in bis Excelen y's Lous. 
sf fa Mad a a ed 
About the zoth of December, 1757. 
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No. XLIV. 


Sunnid for the Zemindarry of the Honourable Eaft India Company's lands, 
given under the feal of the Nabob Allow 6 Dowla Meer Mahomed Saddoc 
Khan Bahader Affud Jung, Dewan of the Subah of Bengal. 


To the Muttafeddees for affairs for the time being and to come, and Chow drees and 
Canongoes, ‘and inhabitants, and hufbandmen of the Kifin' t Purgunn h of Caicutta, 
&c. of the Sircar Sautgaum, &c. belonging to the Paradife of Nations, the Subah 
of Bengal: Be it known, that in confequence of the Ferd Sa val, figned by the glory 
of the nobility and adminiftration, Shujah ul Muluck Hoffam o Dowla Meer Maho- 
med Jaffer Khan Bahader Mahabut Jung, Nizam of the Subah, and the Ferd 
Huckeekut and Muchulca, figned conformably thereto; the forms of which are 
herein fully fet forth. The office of the Zenmndany of the Purgunnahs above writ- 
ten, in confideration of the fum of twenty thoufand one hundred a d one rupecs 
(20101) Pefhcuth, &c. to the Imperial Sircar, accord ng tothe itd fement fr m the 
month Poofs (anno 1164) in the year eleven hundred and fixt -f ur of the Bengal 
æra, is conferred upon the fob'eft of merchants, the Li glifh Com} any, to the end 
that they attend to the rights and ctrftoms thereof as is fi ting, nur in the leaft circum- 
ftance, neglect or with-hold the vigilance and care due thereto ; that they deliver into 
the treafury at proper times, the due rents of the Sircar: that they behave in fuch 
manner to the inhabitants and lower fort of people, that by their good management 
the {aid Purgannahs may flourifh and increafe : that they fuffer no robbers nor houfe- 
breakers to remain within their diftri€ts, and take fuch care of the King’s highways, 
that the travellers and paffengers may pafs and repafs without the leat m le ta ion : 
that (which God forbid) if the effeéts of any perfon be plundered or ftolen, they 
difcover and produce the plunderers and thieves, together with the goods, and deliver 
the goods to the owners, and the criminals to condign punifhment; or elfe, that they 
themfelves be refponfible for the faid goods; that they take efpecial care, that no one 
be guilty of any crimes or dnmkennefs within the limits of their Zemindarry ; that 
after the expiration of the year they take a difcharge according to cuftom, and that 
they deliver the accounts of their Zemindarry agreeable to the ftated forms every year 
into the Dufter Cana of the Sircar; and that they refrain from demanding the articles 
forbidden by the Imperial Court, the (Afylum of the World.) 

It is thei» (the Muttafeddes, &c.) duty to look upon the faid Company as the 
eftablifhed and lawful Zemindars of thofe places, and whatfoever appertains or is an- 
nexed to that office as their right ; in this particular be they ftri€tly punctual. 


Dated the firt of Rabbi ul Sauni in the + third fun of the reign. 
Let the Indorfement be wrote. 


Particulars of the Indcrfement. 

In confequence of the Ferd Sawal, fion d by the glory of the nobilitv and admini- 
{tration, Shujah ul Mh luck Hoffam o Dowla Meer Mahomed Jaffer Khan B hader 
Mahabut Jung, N vam of the Subah, and the Fc d Huckeekut and Mı 1 ulea figned 
conformabl > thereto, the forms of which are he cin full fet forth, the office of the 
Z mind rr of the Kiffmut Purgunnah of Calcu a, &c. of the Sircar Si tgatm be- 
long ng to Parad fe of Natiois, the Subah ef Rengal., in c nfcerati n «f the 
fum of t en y thoufand one hundred and one r pees (20101) Peflc fh, &c. to the 


Should be thecth fun. 
T I npcrial 
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Imperial Sircar fiom the month Poofs {anno 1164) in the year one thoufand one hun- 
dred and fixty-four of the Bengal æra, is conferred upon the nobleft of merchan s, the 
Englifh Company. 
27 Mahals 
Deroobuift Kiffinut 
z5 Mahals ¥2 Mahals. 


The amount according to the account figned by the Canongoes of the Subah.. 


Form of the fign manual. 
Be the Sunnud granted. 


Form cf the Ferd Sawal. The Zemindarry of the Kiffmut Purgunnah of Calcutta, 
&c. of the Sircar Sautgaum, &o. Dclenginz to the Paradife of Nations, the Sub h of 
Bengala, having becn conferred on the nobleft of mercharts, the Enghth Company, 
the aforefaid Company reprefent that the habitants will not be fatisfied without the 
grant of a Sunnud, wherefore they defire that the Sunnud may be gracioufly alo ved 
them, for which they agree to pay the fuin of twenty thoufand one hundred and one 
rupees (20101) Pefhcufh, &c. to the Imperial Sircar. In this particular what are your 
commands ? 

27 Nlabals. 
Deroobuft. Kiffmut. 
15 Mahals. 12 Mahals. 


The amount according to the account, figned by the Canongocs of the Subah. 
Rupees 222,958 I0 12 3 
N.B. This is wrote by 
the Royroyan. 
Kiffmut Purgannah of Calcutta, &c. of the 
Sircar Sautgaum in the Diftri¢ts of the 
Chucla of Houghly 


3 26 Mahals 
o Deroobutt. Kifimuttea. 
15 Mahals. 11 Mahals. 
Amount 220,166 14 IO I. 


Kiffmut Purgannah of Calcutta, Sircar Saut- 
gaum Divifion 16 Annas. 
Mahal Kiffmuttea. 


Amount 28,482 6 13 
ry Belonging to the Company 28,361 8 10 1 
© Ditto to Ramcunt 140 1a 3 





sudny 1010% 35) “waag possaduiy 294 fo qmgfd 


000% 


aag saatz 'aepyeqng euuelazay ‘WANG yetsadany əy jo ndyjad 


Kiffmut 


of Rabbi 
a Copy 


was entered in the Dew- 
D, 


ul Sauni stb Sun, 
anny Book. 


On the 15tb 
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Kiffmutt Purgannah of Mugra - = - - = -~ Sircar Sautgaum. 
Divifion 16 Annas. = 7 
Mahal Kiffmuttea. 


Amounts 24,504 13 16 1 


Purgunnah of Khaffpoor - - ~- =- = =- Sircar ditto. 
Divifion 16 Annas. 


Mahal Deroobuft. 
Amount 3,337 2 g 


P nnah of Mundemul J g - - = 2 Sircar ditto: 
ivifion 16 Annas. 
Mahal Deroobuft. 


Amoupt 22,199 5 5 


Purgunnah of Berryhatte - - = = Sircar ditto. 
Divifion-16 Annas. 
Mahal Deroobuft. 

Amount 6,149 4 IZ 3° | 

Purgunnah of Ekktiarpoor -~ - = =~ >= Sircar ditto.. 


Divifion 16 Annas. 
Mahal Deroobuft. | 
“Amount 7,923 r 8 


P nnah of Deccan Saugur = = = č = 
ivifion 16 Annas.. 
Mah2Z! Deroobuft. 
Amount 60 7.12 2. 


- Sircar ditto.. 


Purgunnah of Shahnagur - - - - - = Sircar ditto. 
Divifion 16 Annas. 
Mahal Deroobutt. 

Amount 283 7 I4 


Purgunnah of Azimabad - - ~- - <J ~ Sircar ditto.. 
Divifion 16 Annas. 


Mahal Deroobutt. 
Amount 10,000 


Purgunnah of Ghur = g ms 
Division 16 Annas. 
Mahal Deroobutft. 
Amount 7,420 9 15. 


sic, ra of Moodagotcha - - =- = = Sircar ditto. . 


ivifion 16 Annas. 
Mahal Dercobuft. 
Amount 31,793 10 


=< «=  Sircar Saleemabad.. 


Purgun- . 
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Purgunnah of Peetcha Kollie - - - =- ~-  Sircar Saleemabad. 
Divifion 16 Annas. 
Mahal Deroobuft. 
Amount 3,129 4 I5 ° 


Pergunnah of Kareejurce - =- =- =- œe >œ Sircar ditto. 
Divifion 16 Annas. 
Mahal Deroobuft 
Amount 562 8 


bs = Kiffmut Pergunnah of Manpoor, =- = =. -= Sircar ditto. 
“= = Divifion 16 Annas. 
Sk 5 Mahal Kiffmuttea. 
~ È = Amount 8y47 IO I 1 
> 

RN = A Beloaging to tth. Company 8856 3 I 
ZS 2 Ditto Ramcunt 91 9 18 
SS so Kiffmut Purgunnah of Paikan - =- =< =æ - Sircar ditto. 
$8 S Divifion 12 Annas. 
aS NR Mahal Kiilmuttea. 
SRS = Amount 6787 10 6 3 
m 
~ S = Kiffmut Pergunnah of Amerabad = = = > Sircar ditto. 
S a Adjacent to Chitpoor 

S'E Divifion 3 Annas. 


Mahal Kiffmuttea. 
Amount 3650 10 g 


Kiffmut Pergunnah of Havelufhehr - - - Sircar ditto. 
The village of Scenderpoor 
No divifion. 
Mahal Kiffmuttea. 
Amount 323 I 8 


Kiffmut Purgunnah of Mahmud Ameepoor - - S rcar ditto, 
The village. 
No divifion. 
Mahal Kiffmuttea. 
Amount 184 5 10 


Kiffmut Purgunnah of Mob, falt and vax - -  Sircar d tto. 
No divifion. 
Mahal Kifimuttea. 
Amount 16702 13 I g 
Pe gunnah of Hattieur - - = *+ a Sticar ditto. 
Divifion 16 Annas. 
Mahal Deroobutft. 
Amount 22,119 7 193 


Purgun- 
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Purgunnah of Meida - =- = > = Sircar_ Saleemabad. 


Drivifion 16 Annas. 
Mahal Deroobutt. 
Amount 4,199 I4 IO 


oo of Akbarpoor - =- =- = œ >œ Sircar ditto. 
ivifion 16 Annas. 
Mahal Deroobuft. 
Amount 2,228 15 15 


Purgunnah of Shahpoor - - - = = Sircar ditto. 
Divifion 16 Annas. 
Mahal Deroobutft. 
Amount 3,470 12 2 2 


Kiffmut Purgunnah of Aboab Touzdarree, &c. - -  Sircar ditto. 
No divifion. 
2 Mahals Kiffmuttea. 
Amount 1204 12 18 2 


Kiffmut Purgunnah of Aboab Fouzdarree and Pefhcufh Congo 





2 Mahals 
Amount - - - = =s - t174 Ir 10 3 
Bherjy (transferred) - =- - 20 £ © 3 
Sairs Hettiagur, Meida, and Meidonmul, and Moodagotcha, belonging to Coot 


Ekktiapoor. 
Divifion 3 Annas r1 Gendas. 
Mahal Kiiimuttea. 


Amount 4,504 


Kiffmut Purgunnah of Bellia Buil indarree Sircar Sallemabad, named Sahebnagur 
m the diftricts of the Chuc a of Burdwan, containing the Monza Bhilla, and all the 
lands lying on the eaft fide of the rivcr Ganges. 

Divifion 10 Annas. 
Mahal Kitimuttea. 
Amount 2,79l Il 12 2 
Form of the fign manual. 
After the receipt of the Muchulca and 
Zaminee, according to cuftom. 
Be the Sunnud granted. 


Firm of the Ferd Houcke. kut. 


In confequence of the Ferd Sawal, figned by the Glory of the Nobility and Ad- 
miniftration, Sh ch ul Mu'tck H flam 6 Dow' h Mier Mah med Jaffer Kh n 
Bahader Mahbibut Jung, Nazm of tne Subah, the f rm ` which is h rein fully fer 
forth, the o~ce of the Z mindarry of th Kiffmut Purgunnah of Calcutta, &c. of 
the Sircar Sautgaum, &c. bel nging to the Paradife ot Nati ns, the Subah of Bengala, 
in c nf ler. i n oft the fun ‘txenty th wand on, hundred and one ripecs (20,101) 
Pcfhei fh, &c. to the inperial S're r, is c nterred on the nobkcf{t of merchants, the 
Engl fh Com, ns, who have celiy r d a Muchulca and Zamince into the b oks, 
and j etition tur the Sunnud. In this g urtici lar what are you pleafid to dec ee ? 

27 Ma- 
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7 try 27 Mahals. 

„5 Fs Deroobuft Kiffinuttea 

© os es, 15 Mahals. 12 Mahals. 

2s6 5 Amount, accofding to the account tgned by 

3 tg 3 the Canongoes of the Subah, 

: TE rupees 222958 10 2 3 
ze 

at 

3 = 

€ 

3er. 

E: 


Form of the fign manual, 
It has been viewed. 


SIGRA LOLOT "IG) HADIA 


aageJaIZiA “salrepyeqns VUULIIZZI 
moy yogopy ayt fo saviad pun jomos pasg aqi 


*soadns ooof 


Form of the Mucbulca dated the 
We the Englifh Company do declare, that whereas the office of the Zemindarry of 


the Kiffmut Purgunnah of Calcutta, &c. of the Sircar Sautgaum, &c. belonging to 
the Paradife of Nations, the Subah of Bengala, in confidcration of the fum of twenty 
thoufand cne hundred and one rupees (20,101 ) Pefhcufls, ac. to the imperial Sircar, 
from the month Poofs (anno 1164) 1n the year eleven hundred and fixtv-four of the 
Bengal æra, has been conferred on us, to the end that we attend to the rights and 
cuftoms thereof as is fitting, nor in the leatt circumfiance negieét or with-hold the 
vigilance and care duc thereto; that we deliver into the treafury in the proper times, 
the due rents of the Sircar; that we behave in fuch manner to the inhabitants and 
lower fort of people, that by our good management the faid Purgunnahs may flourifh 
and encreafe; that we fuffer no robbers nor houfebreakers to remain within our di- 
{triéts, and take fuch care of the King’s highways, that the travellers and paffengers 
may pafs and repafs without fear or moleitation ; that (which God rorbid) it the ef- 
feéts of anv perfon be plundered or ftolen, we difcover and produc. the robbers or 
thieves, together with the goods, and deliver the goods to the owners, and the cri- 
minals to condign punifhment, or elfe that we ourielves be refponfible tor the faid 

oods. That we take efpecial care, that no one be guilty of any crime or drunken- 
nefs within the limits of our Zemindarry. That after the expiration of the year we 
take a diicharge according to cuftom, and that we deliver the accounts of our Zc- 
mindarry agreeuble to the ttated forms every year, into the Dufter Cana of the Sir- 
car; and that we refrain from demanding the articles forbidden by the imperial court, 


the afvlum of the world. ğ 
For this reafon we have given this writing as a Muchulca and agreement, that 


upon any occafion recourfe may be had thereto. 


SS ; 27 Mahals.— 

S = Deroobuft. Kiffinuttea. 

nges, 15 Mahafs. 12 Mahals. 

7. oS Amount 222958 19 2 3 

ss: Š Form of tke fign manual. 
= S ES It is accepted 

AS RS ae 
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Form of the Tomfook Hazir Zaminee, dated 


| ee ee do declare, that whereas the office of the Zemindarry of the 
Kiffmut P nnah of Caleutta, &c. of the Sircar Sautgaum, &c. belonging to the 
Parad'fe of Nations, the Subah of Bengala, has beer conferred on the nobleft of 
merchants, the Englifh Company; E being appointed the perfonal fecurity for the 
faid Corspany with the Sircar, do agree, and give this writing, that the aforefaid 
Company fhall be prefent, and execute the functions of their Zemindarry; if they 
fhall abfent themfelves, I will make them appear; but if at any time I am not able 
to make then appear, I will be refponfible for their compacts: for this reafon I have 
given this waiting as a Tomfook Hazir Zaminee, that upon any occafion seewer{fe may 
be had there’o. 

Form of the fig» manual. 
Signed. 


Form of the agreement for the Pefhcujh, €Fc. to the imperial Sircar~ 


Account of the agreement for the Pefhcufh, &c. made for obtaining the grant of 
the Sunnud, for the Zemindarry of the Kiffmut Purgunnah of Calcutta, &c. of the 
Sircar Sautgaum, &c. in the name of us the Englifh Company, for the year 1165, 
of the Bengal æra. 

20101 Rupees Pefhcufh 
Petheuth of the Imperial Sircar, 12108 
Nezeranna Subahdarree, 5000 rupeese 
Vizier’s Fees, 

3200 
Rupees 222,958 10 2 3 


Mem. Here follows, in the original, a defcription of the particulars of the feveral* 
Purgunnahs as before fpecified. 


No. XLV. 


Sunnud for the free Tenure of the Town of Calcutta,@&c. to the Honourable Eaff 
India Can pany, given under the Seal of the Nabob Allah ó Dowla Meer Ma- 
homed Seddoc Khan Bahader Affud Jung, Dewan of the Subah of Bengal. 


Ee ere Murtafeddees for the affairs for the time being and to come, and to the 
Zemindars, and Chowdrahs, and Taalookdars, and Canongoes of the Mouza of Go- 
vindpoor, &c. in the diftricts of the Purgunnah of Calcutta, belonging to the Para- 
dife of Nations, the Subah of Bengala. Be it known, that, in confequence of the Ferd 
Sawal, figned by theeglory of the nobility and adminiftration, Shujah ul Muluck 
Hotiam 6 Dowla Meer Mahomed Jaffer Khan Bahader Mahabut Jung, Nazim af 
the Subah, and the Ferd Huickeekyt and Muchulca figned conformable thereto, the 
forms of which are herein fully fet forth, the rents of the aforefaid Mouzas, &c. which 
adjoin to the factory of the moft noble of merchants, the Englifh Company, amount- 
ing to eight thoufand erght hundred and thirty-fix rupees, and fomething more, 
from the * rft of Rabbi ul Suni 5th Sun, according to the endorfement, are forgiven, 
to the end that they provide for the defence of their factory, and the fafeguard of the 


: Beginning of December, 1758. 
U fras 
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fea-ports herewith. It is their (the Muttafeddees, &c.) duty to defift from all claims 
for the rents, ‘nor in any way, nor by any means, opprefs or difturb them. - In this 
particular be they punctuai. 


Dated as above. 


+ Let the endorfement be wrae. 


Particulars of the Endorfement. 


In confequence of the Ferd Sawal, figned by the glory of the nobility and admini- 
ftration, . pjah ul Muluck Hofflam ô Dowla Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khan Bahader 
Mahabut Jung, Nazim of the Subah and the Ferd Huckcekut and Mu hulcz, figned 
conformably thereto, the forms of which are herein fully fet forth ; the rents of the 
Mouza of Govindpoor, &c. in the diftricts of the Purgynnah of Calc tta, &c. be- 
longing to the Paradife of Nations; the Subah of Bengala, and deperdent on the 
Khalfa Shereefa, and the Jaghire of th Sircar, which adjoin to the factory of the 
nobleft of merchants, the Englifh Company, amounting to eight thoufand eight hun- 
dred and thirty-fix rupees and fomething more, from the f¢ latter feafon of Oodacel, 
in the year eleven hundred and fixty-four (1164) of the Bengal æra, are forgiven the 
nobleft of merchants aforefaid. 


Mouzas and Mahals 22 + 
Mouzas 20 +, Mahals (2 Markets) 2 
The amount according to the Ferd figned by the Canongoes of the Subah. 


Form of the fign manual. 
Be the Sunnud granted. 
form of the Ferd Sawal. 


The nobleft of merchants, the Englifh Company, reprefent, that the factory for 
earrying on their trade in the Purgunnah of Calcutta, lying near the fea, and being 
liable to continual alarms ‘and interruptions from the enemy, for their defence they 
have made a tank of water round thiir factor, and left an efplanade on all fides at 
the diftance of a cannon-fhot, and that the Mouza of Govindpeor, &c. in the di- 
ftri€ts of the Purgunnah of Calcutta, &c. of the Sircar of Sautgaum, belonging to the 
Paradife of Nations, the Subah of Bengala, dependent on the Khalfa Shei efa and Jag- 
hire of the Sircar, adjoin thereto; they requeft that a Sunnud, exempting them from 
the payment of the rents thereof, beg anted them. In this particular what are your 
commands ? 

Mouzas 20 '. Mahals (2 Markets) 2 

Amounting, according to the account figned by Canongoes of the Subah, to 

8836 4 3 2 rupees. k 


Mouza cf Govindpoor, &c. belonging to the Purgunnah of Calcutta. Mouzas 
with Kifimutteas. 12. 
Inall 6 } Mouzas. Amount 2542 14 2 32. 


4 This is wrote by the Roy-royan. ł In the original 
Fellet Krutt. e 
Kerria 
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Kerria Kiffmutt of Govindpoor 
Mouza of 8 annas—Amount 338 11 16 2 Jaghire. 
Kerria Kiffmutt of Mirzapoor 
Mouza of 8 annas—Amount 131 10 17 2. 
Kerria Kiffmutt of Gunnifpoor, in the bounds of the 
Molunga of the Khalfa 
Mouza of 8 annas—Amount 4171 12 2 2. 
Kerria Kiffmutt of Chow rungee of che Jaghire 
Vouza of 8 annas—Amount 44 8 2 2. 
Kerria Kiffmutt of Dhulland 
louza of 8 annas—Amount 227 11 42 2. 
Kerria Kiffinutt of Jella Colunda 
I fouza of 8 annas—Amount 266 2 133. ©. 
Kerria Kiffmutt of Dhela Danghee of the Jaghire 
I4ouza of 12 annas—Amount 582 15 6 3. 
Kerria Kiffinutt of Anhattee of the Jaghne 
Mouza of 6 annas— Amount 184 13 16 I. 
Kerria Salduah of the Jaghire 
One Mouza— Amount 355 13 IE ©. 
Kerria Kiffmutt of Bharee Birjhee 
Mouza of 6annas—Amount 63 2 4 2. 
Kerria Kifpoorperra of the Jaghire 
One Mouza— Amount 19% © 5 Oo. 
Kerria Kiffmutt of Bharee Serampoor of the Jaghire 
Mouza of 4 annas—Amount 34 5 17 L 
Kiffmutt Mouza of Dhellunt, &c. belonging to the 
Burgunnah of Paikan 
Twelve Mouzas, including Kiffmutteas, in all 6 + Mouzas 
of the Khalfa—Amount 1894 4 2 © 
Kerria Kiffinutt of Dhellunt 
Mouza of 8 annas—Amount 253 IO I2 I. °* 
Kerria Kiffmutt of Soota Lootee 
Mouza of 6 annas—Amount 113 7 1ł1 IL 
_ Kerria Kiffmutt Govindpoor 
Mouza of 8 annas— Amount 161 3 132. 
Kerria Kiffmutt of Chowrungee 
Mouza of 8 annas—Amount O7 fa 
Kerria Kiflmutt of Mirzapoor 
Mouza of 8 annas—Amount 150 8 8 fk 
Kerria Hocul Koorea 
One Mouza—Amount 178 I2 1. 
Kerria Kiffmutt of Deccan Paikparra 
Mouza of 2 annas— Amount 15 9g 15. 
Ke ria Kif nu t of Dhela Danghee 
Mouzrcf 4 n s—Anount 156 13 6. 
Kerra Niilm t f Anhattee 


Mouza 10 1 —Anou t 218 10 12 
K 7imut t Jclla Coluida- 
Mou Sa as—A’ nt 147 216 cr 
Ke ia iut o Bn rec Birhee 


M uza of toannas—Am int 227 2 & 
G 2 Kerria 
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Kerria Kiffinutt of Bharee Serampoor 
Mouza of 12 annas— Amount 323 12 ` 7. 
Mouza of Shimla, &c. belonging to the Purgunnah of 
Manpoor y 
Three Mouzas entire of the Khaifa—Amount 331 15 II. 
Kerria Shimla one Mouza— Amount 121 153 2 
Kerria Maukhund cone Mouza— Amount 180 4 13 2. 
Kerria Audinghu one Mouza— Amount 29 11 14: 
Mouza of the rown of Calcutta, &c. belonging to th: 
Purgunnah of Amecr-abad | 
Six and a half Mouzas and Mahals—Amount 4008 Io II 
Kerria of the * town of Calcutta 
One Mouza— Amount 1376 13 7 2. 
Kerria Kiflinutt of Soota J.ootce 
Mouza of 10 annas— Amount 1392 9 14 2 
Kerria Kiffmut of Deccan Paikparra 
Mouza of 14 annes of the Jaghire—Amount 479 2 2. 
Kerria of Birjhee 
One Mouza of the Jaghire—Amount 114 7 2 2 
Kerria of Scrampoor 
One Mouza of the Jaghire—Amount 50 13 15 2. 
Market of Soota Lootee 
One Mahal of the Khalfa—Amount 272 2 2. 
Market of Govindpoor 
One Mahal of the Khalla— Amount 322 12 5 2. 
Kerria Kiffmutt of Aboab Fouzdaree of the town of 
Calcutta, &c.—Amount 8 3 18 ır. œ 
Form of the fign manual, 
The Muchulca being taken according to the form. 
Be the Sunnud granted. 


Mem. Here follows the Ferd Huckeekut, and alfo the Muchulca of the Company, 
which are in the fame form as thofe in the Sunnud foregoing for the Comypany’s Zc- 
mindarry- 


No. XLVI. 
A Treaty between the Nabob Meer Mahomed Cofim Khan, and ine Compazy. 


B ates Meer Mahomed | 
TE S Cofthiim Khan 
eal. | Buahader’s Seal. | 


Two treaties have been written of the fame tenor and reciprocally exchanged, con- 
taining the articles updermentioned, between Mecer Mahomed Comm K nan Bahace ie 
and the 4+-Nabob Shums 6 Dowla Governor, and the reft of the Council tor the aitairs 
of the Englith Company, and during the lite of Meer Mahomed Cofim Khan 2a- 
” hader, and the duration of the faétorics of the Englifh Company in this country, this 


* In the original it is Dhee Calcutta. t Governor Vanfittart. 
agreement 
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agreement fhall remain in force. God is witnefs between us, that the following articles 
Thall in no wife be infringed by either party. 

1. The Nabob Meer Mahomed Jaffer Khan Bahader fhall continue in pof- 
feffion cf his dignities, and àll affairs be tranfacted in his name, and a fuitable income 
fhall le allowed for his expences.  . ; 

2. The Neabut of the Subahdarree of Bengal,* Azim-abad, and Oriffa, &c. fhall be 
conferred by his excellency the Nabob on hice Mahomed Coffim Khan -Bahader ; 
he fhall be vefted with the adminiftration of all affairs of the provinces, and, after, his 
Excellency fhall fucceed to the government. 

g. Betwiict us and Meer Mahomed Coffim Khan Bahader, a firm friendfhip,and 
genion is eftablifhed, his enemies are our enemies, and his friends are our s.icwus. ` 
4. The lL.uropeans and Har e of the Engtith army fhall be ready to affift the 

WNabob Mee; Mahomed Coffim Khan Bahader, in the management of all affairs ; and in 
all affairs di pendent on lam, they fhall exert thenifclves to the utmott of their abilities. 

s. For al: charges of the Company and of the faid army and provifions for the field, 
&c. the la ds of Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chittagong, fhall be affigned, and 
Sunnuds forth ¢ purpofe fhall be written and granted. The Company is to ftand to 
all loffes, and receive all the profits of thefe three countries, and we will demand no 
more than the three affignments aforefaid. 

‘6. One half of the Chunam produced at Silhet for three years, fhall be purchafed 
by the Gomaftahs of the Company, from the people of the government, at the 
cuftomary rate of that place. The tenants and inhabitants of thote diftricts fhall re- 
ceive no injury. 

J. The ballance of the former Tuncaw fhall be paid according to the Kiftbundee 
apreed upon with the Roy-royan; the jewels which have been pledged, fhall be re- 
ceived back again. .. 

8. We will not allow the tenants of the Sircar to fettle in the lands of the Englith 
Company, neither fhall the tenants of the Company be allowed to fettle in the lands of 
the Sircar. 

. We will give no protection to the dependents of the Sircar in the lands or in the 
factories of the Company, neither fhall any protection be given to the dependents of 
the Company in the lands of the Sircar; and whofoever fhall fly to either party for re~- 
fuge, fhall be delivered up. . 

10. The meafures for war or peace with the Shah-zada, and railing fupplies of 
money, anè the concluding both thefe points fhall be weighed in the fcale of reafon, 
and whatever is judged expedient fhall be put in execution; and it fhall be fo con- 
trived bv the joint counfels, that he be removed from this country, nor fuffered to pet 

fing in it. Whether there be peace with the Shah-zada, or not, our agree- 
ment with Mecr Mahomed Coffim Khan Bahader, we will (by the grace of God) 
inviolably obierve as long as the Englifh Company’s factories continue in this 
country. 

Dated the 17th gf the month Seffer in the 1174th year of the Hegira, or 27th 
September, 1760. 

Sign manual of Meer Mahomed Coffim Kban. 


This was fealed on the 18th of the month Seffer, 
in the eleven hundred and feventy-fourth of the 
Hegira, and the provofals are agreed to. 


Or Bahar. 


No. 
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No. XLVII. 


Sunnud under the feal of the Nabob Naffer us Muluck Inteaz o Dowla Nefferat 
ung, Meer Mabomed Cofim Khan Babader. 


To the Zemindars, Canongoes, Taalookdars, tenants, hufbanamen, aru chiefs 
of the villages of the Purgunnah of Burdwan, &c. the Zemundarry of tae Rajah 
Tilluckchund, in the diftricts of the Subah of Bengal. Be it known, tl.at whereas 
divexs wicked people have traiteroufly ftretched forth their hands to plunder the fub- 
jects ant the royal dominions; for this reafon, the faid Purgunuah, &c. is 
granted to the Englifh Company, in part of difburfement of their expences, and the 
monthly majntenance of five hundred European horfe, two thoufand Eur>pean foot, 
and eight thoufand Sepoys, which are to be entertained for the protection ot the royal 
dominions; let the above officers quietly and contentedly attend and pay to the per- 
fons appointed by the Englifh Company, the ftated revenues, and implic iy fubmit in 
all things to their authority. And the office of the collector of the En 1ifh Company 
is as follows: They fhall continue the Zemindars and tenants in their places, regular- 
y collect the revenues of the lands, and deliver them in monthly for the payment of 
the expences of the Company, and the pay of the above-mentioned forces, that they 
may be always ready, chearfully and vigoroufly to promote the affairs of the king. Let 
this be punctually obferved. 

Dated the 4th of the moon Rabbi ul Awuul, 1ft fun, anfwering to the Ift of the 
month Cartic, 1176, Bengal ftyle. 

N. B. The Sunnuds for the Chuckla of Midnapoor in the diftriéts of the Subah 


of Oriffa, and for the Tannah of Iflamabad or Chittagong appertaining to the Subah of 
Bengal, are worded as the above. 2S SE =e 


Sunnud under the feal of the Nabob Naffer ul Muluck, Ec. 


Te the Droga of Chunam, to the Naib of Silhet. Be it known, that whereas the 
` Enghfh Company are conftryéting a fort in Calcutta, and meet with great obftacles in 

finifhing that work, in the want of ftone Chunam ; for this reafon it is ordered, that of 
whatever quantity of Chunam is produced at that place, one half (the price thereof be- 
ing reteived agreeable to the rate of that place) be delivered to the Gomaftahs of 
the Englifh Company for the term of three years, that no delays may be occafioned 
in finifhing the fort aforefaid; and the other half is to be fent for the Sircar, Let this 
be pundtually obferved. 


Jated the 4th of the moon Rabbi ul Awuul, rft fun, anfwering to the Ift of the- 
month Cartic, 1176, Bengal ftyle. 


No. XLVIII. 


Articles of an intended Treaty between the Governor and Council of Fort 
Wilham, onthe part of the Englifh Eaft Indiz Company, and Meer Mahomed 
Jer Ally Khan Babader, drawn up by a Committee of thé Coungl in Mr. 

anfittart s government, and dated July 6, 1763. 


1ft, To confirm to the Company the ceffion of the provinces of Burdwan, Mid- 
napeor and Chittagong, made by Meer Coffim, either by Jagheeree, Sunnuds, or 
fuch 





— 
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fuch deeds as may fecure the property of them, in the ftrongeft manner to the Com- 
panv for ever. oo 

2diy, To ratify and confirm to the Englifh, the privilege granted by their Fir- 
maun, and feveral Hufbulhookums, of carrying on their trade by means of their own 
Duttuck, free from all duties, taxes and impofitions, in all parts of the country, 
excepting the article of falt, on which, according to a refolution already taken, we 
agrec to pay a duty of two anda half per Cent. on the Rowana or Hoogly market 
price. 

gdly, That he do grant to the Company, the exclufive right of purchafing the 
faltpetre of he province of Poornca; that he do alfo grant to them, tor th= 4pa-c of 
five years, the fore privilege of making Chunam, in the province of Silhett, half 
whereof fha'l be delivered to the Fouzdar there, for the Nabob’s ufe, at tke rate 
which the prime coft and charges may amount to. 

4thly, That the troops of the Englifh army fhall always be ready to be employed 
in the fervice of the Nabob, for the fupport of his government, and the defence of 
his country ; the Nabob on his part fhall agree, that he will maintain in his pay, no 
greater number ef troops than 6000 horfe, and 12000 effective foot, for the protec- 
tion of his frontiers, and collection of his revenues. 

sthly, ‘That wherever he fhall think proper to fix his court, he fhall agree to a 
body of our forces being always cantoned near his perfon, for the fecurity thereof, and 
protection of his government; and that a Company’s fervant fhall refide at his court, 
to tranfact any affairs between the Company and the government. 

éthly, That the late Perwannahs iffued out by Coffim Ally Khan, granting to’ all 
merchants the exemption of all duties for the fpace of two years, fhall be reverfed and 
called in, as they are detrimental to the revenues of the government, and highly de- 
ftructive of the immunitics enjoyed by the Company from their Firmaun. 

7thly. That the Nabob fhall engage to caufe the rupees coined in Calcutta, to 
pafs in every refpect throughout his government without any deduction, equally the 
fame with the rupees ftruck in his own mint. | i 

8thly, That he fhall defray all the expences and lofs accruing to the Company from 
the war, and ftoppage of their inveftment, and reimburfe to all private perfons, the 
amount of the authenticated loffes, which they may fuffain in their trade in the 
country. 

gthly, That for the former purpofe, he fhall give thirty lacks of rupees; for the 
latter, ten lacks of rupees. 

rothly, That the moft authentic account of thefe loffes fhall be laid before a Com- 
mittee of the Board; and that all fums of money which may exceed the loffes 
ST scopy by the Company and private perfons, fhall be faithfully reftored to the 

abob. 

rithly, That whatever treafure or effects may be feized at Mongheer or elfewhere, 
belonging to Coffim Ally Khan, the Nabob fhall be put in poffeffion of, to enable 
him to make good the ftipulations in the ninth article. 

r2thly, That if we fhould not be fo fortunate as to feize Cofim Ally Khan’s trea- 
fure and effects, the Nabob fhall affign over the revenues of certain lands for making 
good the fums ftipulated. 

r3thly, That the treaty entered into between the Nabob and the Dutch, in the 
vear 1760, to which we, by the defire of both parties, figncd as guarantees, fhall, 
after his reftoration to the government, be renewed; and with regard to the French, 
he fhall engage, that when they come to re-cftablith themfelves in Bengal, thev fhall 
not be permitted to build forts, or keep up any forces, or hold any territorics what- 
cver, exclufive of their trading factoric 

No. 
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No. XLIX. 


Ar ticles of aT reaty and Agreement between the Godernor and Council af Fort 
William, on the part of the Englifh Eaft India Company, and the Nabob 
Shujah ul Muluck Hoffam 6 Dowla Meer Mahomed Jafier Khan Bahader 
Mahabut Jung. | 








Company’s The Seal of the Nabob Meer | 


Mahomed Jafħer Khan Bahader 
| omen cian | Mahabut Jung, &c. | 


On the part of the Company. 








We engage to reinftate the Nabob Meer Mahomed Jaffer Khaç Bahader, in the 
Subahdarree of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar,and Orifla, by the depofal of Meer Maho- 
med Coffim Khan ; and the effects, treafure, and jewels, &c. belonging to Meer Maho- 
med Coffim Khan, which fhall fall into our hands, fhall be delivered up to the Nabob 


aforenamed. 
On the part of the Nabab 


t. The treaty which I formerly concluded with the Company upon my acceffion to 
the Nizamut, engaging to regard the honour and reputation of the Company, their 
Governor, and Council, as my own, granting Perwannahs for the currency of the 
Company’s bufinefs ; the fame treaty I now confirm and ratify. 

2. I do grant and confirm to the Company, for defraying the expences of their 
troops, the Chuclahs of Burdwan, Midnapoor, and Chittagong, which were before 
ceded for the fame purpofe. 

3- I do ratify and confirm to the Englifh the privilege granted them by therr 
Firmaun and feveral Hufbulhookums, of carrying on their trade by means of their own 
Duftuck, free from all duties, taxes, or impofitions, in all parts of the country, ex- 
cept the article of falt, on which a duty of 2} per Cent. is to be levied on the Rowana 
or Hoogly market price. 

4- I give to the Company half the faltpetre which is produced in the country of 
Poornea, which their Gomaftahs fhall fend to Calcutta. The other half thall be col- 
lected by my Fouzdar, for the ufe of my offices; and I will fuffer no other perfon to 
make purchafes of this article in that country. 

5- In the Chuclah of Silhet for the {pace of five years, commencing with the Ben- 
gal year t170, my Fouzdar and the Company’s Gomattah, fhall jointly prepare Chunam, 
of which each fhall defray half the expences; and half the Chunam fo made fhall be- 
given to the Company, and the other half fhall.be for my ufe. 

6. I will maintain twelve thoufand horfe and twelve thoufand foot in the three pro-. 
vinces. If there fhould be occafion for any more, the number fhall be increafed by: con-. 
fent of the Governor and Council proportionably to the emergency. Befides thefe, the 
forces of the Englifh Company fhall always attend me when they are wanted. 

7- Wherever I fhall fix my court, either at Murfhed-abad, or elfewhere, I will ad- 
vife the Governor and Council; and what number of Englith forces I may have occa- 
{on for in the management of my affairs, I will demand them, and they thall be allow- 

ed 
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ed me; and an Englifh gentleman fhall refide with me to tranfact al! affairs between 
me and the Company: and a perfon fhall alfo refide on my part at Calcutta, to nego- 
ciate with the Governor and Council. | 

8. The late Perwannahs iffued by Coffim Ally Khan, granting to all merchants th 
exemption of all duties for the fpace of two years, fhall be reverfed and called in, and 
the duties collected as before. | 

g. I will caufe the rupees coined in Calcutta, to pafs in every re{fpect equal to the 
Siccas of Moorfhed-abad, without any deduction of Batta; and whofoever fhall demand 
Batta, fhall be punithed. 

10. I will give thirty lacks of rupees, to defray all the expences and fofs ecru- 
ing to the Company from the war and ftoppage of their inveftment; and I will re- 
imburfe to all private perfons the amount of fuch loffes proved before the Gover- 
nor and Council, as they may fuftain in their trade in the country; if I fhould not 
be able to difcharge this in ready money, I will give afignments of land for the 


amount. | 
11. Iwill @nnfirm and renew the treaty which I formerly made with the Dutch.. 


12. If the Freach come into the country, I will not allow them to erect any fortifi- 
‘cations, maintain forces, hold lands, Zemindarries, &c. but they fhall pay tribute and 
«carry on their trade as in former times. 
© 33. Some regulations fhall be hereafter fettled between us, for deciding all difputes 
which may arife between the Englifh agents and Gomaftahs ia the different parts of the 
country, and my officers. 

In teftimony whereof, we the faid Governor and Council have fet our hands and af- 
fixed the feal of the Company to one part hereof, and the Nabob aforenamed hath fet 
his hand and feal to another part hereof; which were mutually done and interchanged, 


at Fort William, the roth day of July 1763- 
Signed, 


HENRY VANSITTART. JOHN CARNAC. WILLIAM BILLERS. 
WARREN HASTINGS. RANDOLPH MARRIOTT. HUGH WATTS. 


Demands made on the part of the Nabob Meer Mahomed Faffier Khan, and agreed to by the 
Council, at the time of figning the Treaty. 


1. I formerly acquainted the Company with the particulars of my own affairs, and 
soeeived from them repeated letters of encouragement and kindnefs, with prefents: I 
now make this requeft, that you will write ina propcr manner to the Company, and alfo 
to the King of England, the particulars of our friendfhip and union, and procure for 
me writings and encouragement, that my mind may be affured from that quarter, that 
no breach may ever happen between me and the Englifh, and that every Governor, 
Counfelilor, and Chiefs of the Englifh, that are here or may hereafter come, may be 
well difpofed and attached to me. ` 

2. Since all the Englifh gentlemen affured of my friendly difpofition to to the Com- 
pany, confirm me in the Nizamut, I requeft that to whatever I may at any time write, 
they will give their credit and affent, nor regard the ftories of defigning men to my 
prejudice, that all my affairs may go on with fuccefs, and no occafion may arife for 


Kaloufy or ill-will between us. 
x 3. Let 
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3. Let no protection be given by any of the Englifh gentlemen to any of my dc- 

ndents, who may fly for fhelter to Calcutta, or other of your diftriéts ; but let 
hem be delivered up to me on demand. I fhall ftri€tly enjoin all my Fouzaars and 
Aumils on all accounts, to afford affiftance and countenance to fuch of the Gomattahs 
of the Company as attend to the lawful trade of their factories ; and if any of the faid 
Gamattahs fhall act otherwife, let them be checked in fuch a mannef as may be an ex- 
a.uple to others. 

4. From the neighbourhood of Calcutta to Hoogly, and many of their Purgun- 
nah berdering upon each other, it happens that on complaints being made, people 
go bc era the Taalookdars, Ryots, and tenants of my town, to the prejudice of the bu- 
nels of the Sircar; wherefore let ftri€t orders be given that no perfon be fent from 
Calcutta of the complaints of any one upon my Taalookdars or tenants ;' but on fuch 
occafions let application be made to me or the Naib of the Fouzdarry of Hoogly, 
that the Company may be fubjeét to no lofs or devaftations. And if any of the traders 
which belonged to the Buckfbunder and Azimgunge, and have fettlec! “in Calcutta, 
fhould be defirous of returning to Hoogly, and carrying on their Fufinefs there as 
formerly, let no one moleft them. Chandernagore and the French factory were pre- 
fented to me by Colonel Clive, and given by me in charge to Ameer Beg Khan: for this 
reafon, let ftriét orders be given that no Engiifh gentleman exercife any authority there- 
in, but that it remain as emeni under the jurifdiction of my people. 

5. Whenever I demand any forces from the Governor and Council for my afhftance, 
let them be immediately fent mc, and no demand made on me for their expences. 

The demands of Nabob Shujah ul Muluck Hoffam 6 Dowlah, Meer Mahomed 
Jaffer Khan Bahader Mahabut Jung, written in five articles, we, the Prefident and 
Council of the Englifh Company, do agree, and fet our hands to, in Fort William, 
the roth July, 1763. 


Signed, 


HENRY VANSITTART. WILLIAM BILLERS. JOHN CARTIER. 
WARREN HASTINGS. RANDOLPH MARRIOTT. HUGH WATTS. 


No: La 


Nabob Meer Mahomed Yaffier Ally Khan's Note, fer the payment of frve tacks 
of rupees per month, for the expences of the Company's troops during the 
war with Shujah ul Dowlah. Dated September 16th, 1764. 


Account of money fettled for the expences of the European and Sepovs, the ar- 
Gllery, and the raifing of the cavalry, which fhall be paid a month fooner or later, 
according to the particulars under-mentioned, from the beginning of the month 
Seffer (3:ft Julv, 1764, of the 5th year of the re gẹ,) all the removal of the troubles 
with the Vizicr; viz. 








In the province of Bengal, at Moorfhed-abacd —— — 300,000 
In the province of Bahar, at Patna — — — 200,000 
Total ruj evs 509, O9 


W ritten 
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Written the roth of Rabbi ul Awvul, the sth year of the Jaloos, (16th September 


1764.) 
N. “B. I will include in the aforefaid: fum, whatever balance may be due from m,: 
an account of my former agreement with the Company. | 


No. LI. 


| A. = 

Propofals made by the King Shah Aalum, and.enclofed in a letter from Major 
Hector Munro to the Prefident and Council at Bengal, dated froga the camp 
at Bendres, the 22d.0f November, 1764. | 


If this country is to be kept, put me in poffeffion of it, and leave a fmall detach- 
ment of the troops with me, to fhow that I am protected by the Englith, and they 
fhall be at my eXpence, that if any enemy come at any time againft me, I will make 
fuch connections in the country that with my own troops, and the aforementioned 
{mall detachment, will defend the country, without any farther affiftance from the 
Englifh, and I will pay them of the revenues of the country what fum they fhall de- 
mand yearly. If the Englifh will, contrary to their intereft, make peace with the Vizier, 
I will go to Dehly, for I cannot think of returning again into the hands of a man 
who has ufed me fo ill. I haveno friends I depend on more then the Englifh; their 
former behaviour to me will make me ever refpect and regard th.iu; now is their 
time to be in poffeffion of a country abounding with riches and treafure: I fhall be 
fatisfied with whatever fhare they pleafe of it. The Rohillas were always enemies to 
the imperious Vizier, they are all my friends. i 


B. 


Articles to be executed by the King, intlofedina letter from the Prefident and Council at 
Bengal, to Major Heélior Monro, commander in chief of the army; fent the 6th De- 
cember 1764. 


In confideration of che affiftance and fidelity of the Englifh Company, which has 
freed us from the inconveniencies we laboured under, and ftrengthened the founda- 
tions of the empire which God has given us, we have been gracioufly pleafed to grant 
3 the Englifh Company our royal favours according to the following articles, which 

all remain firm both in prefent and in future. 

As the Englifh Company have been put to a great expence, and their affairs ex- 
pofed to danger, by the war which the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla, unjuftly and contrary 
to our royal pleafure.waged againft them; we have therefore affigned to them the 
country of Ghazepoor, and the reft cf the Zemindarry of Bulwant Sing, belonging to 
the Nizamut of the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla; and the regulation and government 
thereof, we have given to their difpofal, in the fame manner as it was in the Nabob 
Shujah ul Dowla’s. The aforefaid Rajah having fettled terms with the chiefs of the 
Englifh Company,is, according thereto, to pay the revenues to the Company ; and the 
amount fhall not belong to the books of the royal revenue, but fhall--be expunged 
from them. The army of the Englifh Company having joined our ftandard, fhall 
put us in poffeffion of Allah-abad, and the reft of the countrits belonging to the NiZa- 
mut of the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla; sand the revenues, excepting thofe of Rajah Bul, 
want Sing’s Zemindarry, fhall be in our entire management and difpofal. 
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As the Englih Company will be at a further expence in putting us in poficfion of 
Allana-bad, and the reftof the Nizamut of the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla, We will 
t aeretorė, as we get pollefion, grant to themy out of our treafury, fuch a proportion of 
-he revenucs as the exigencies.cf our affairs will admit of ; and when we are put im 
tull poflefhon, we will reimburfe the whole expences of the Company ia this butinefs,. 
fim the time of their joining our royal ftandard. 


Firmaun, executed by the King. Dated December 29th, 1764. 


As the Englifh Company have been put to great expence,.jand their affairs expofed: 
to danger by the war which the Nabob Shyjah ul Dowla unjuftly and contrary to our: 
royal pleafure waged againft them;. we have therefore afhgned to them fhe country 
of Ghazepoor, and the reft of the Zemindarry of Rajah Bulwant Sing, belonging to. 
the Nizamut of the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla; and the regulation gnd government 
thereof we have given to their difpofal, in the fame manner as it was in the Nabob 
Shujah ul Dowla’s. The aforefaid Rajah having fettled terms with the chiefs of the 
Englifh Company, is, according thereto, to pay the revenues to the Company. 

The army of the Englifh Company having joined our ftandard, fhall put us in pof-. 
fefhon of Allah-abad and the reft of the countries belonging to the Nizamut of the 
Nabob Shujah ul Dowla ; and the revenues, excepting hole of Rajah Bulwant Sing’s. 
Zemindarry, fhall bs in our entire management and difpofal. | 

It becomes the Company to fhew their grateful fenfe of our royal favours, and to: 
exert themfelves to the utmoft in the proper management and regulation of the coun-- 
try, to encourage and befriend our fubjects, to punifh the contentious, and expel the - 
rebellious from their territories. Thev muft ufe their beft endeavours to promote the: 
welfare of our people, the Rvots and other inhabitants, to prohibit the ufe of things of 
an intoxicating nature, and fuch as are forbidden by the law of God ; in driving out 
enemies, in deciding caufes, and fettling matters agreeably to the rules of Mahomed - 
and the law of the empire, fo that the inhabitants may apply themfelves, with peace of. 
mind and fatisfaction, to the cultivation of the country, and the exercife of other their. 
profeffions, and that the weak may not labour under opprefhen and violence. They 
will confider thefe 2s our ftrict iniuncticns. 

Written on the 4th day of Rejub, the 6th year of the reign. December 29th, 1764... 


No. LII. 


Articles of a treaty and agreement concluded between the Governor and Coun- 
cil of Fort William, on the part of the Englifh Eaft India Company, and the 
Nabob Nudjum ul Dowla. Dated in February 1765- 





On tke. Part of the’ Company. 


We the Governor and Council do cngage to fecure to the Nabob Nudjufm ul Dowla, 
the Subahdarree of the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Oriita, and to fupporte him 
therein with the Company’s forces againit all his enemies. We will aho at all tunes 
kecp up fuch force as may be neccttary, effectually to alit and fupport hina in the 
defence of the provinces ; and as our troops will be more to be depended on than any 
the Nabob can have, and lefs cxpenfive to him, he need thercivie entertain none a 

lur 
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fich as are requifite for the fupport of the civil oficers of his governMent, and the 
bufinefs of his collections through the different diftricts. ; : 
We do further promife, that, in confideration the Nabob fhall continue to affift in- 
defraying the extraordinary expences of the war now‘carrying on againft Shujah ul 
Do via, with five lacks of rupees per month, which was agreed to by his * father, that 
whatever fums may be hereafter received of the King, on account of our affiitance ° 
afforded him in the war, fhall be repaid to the Nabob. 


On the Part of the Naboéb. 


In confiderat‘on of the affiftance the Governor and Council have agreed to afford, - 
m fecuring to me the fucceffion in the Subahdarree of Bengal, Bahar, and Oviffa, here- 
tofere held by my father, the late Nabob Meer Jafficr Ally Khan, and gi aia me 
in it again ail my enemies, I do agree and bind myfelf to the faithful performance of 
the following articles. 

ift. The treaty which my father formerly concluded with the Company + upon his 
firft acceffion to the Nizamut, engaging to regard the honour and reputation of the 
Company and of their Governor and Council as his own, and granting Purwannahs 
for the currency of the Company’s trade, the fame treaty, as far as is confiftent with : 
the articles hereafter agreed to, I do hereby ratify and confirm. 

2. Confidering the weighty charge of government, and how effential it is for 
my felf, for the welfare of the country, and forthe Company’s bufinefs, that I fhould 
have a perfon who has had experience therein to advife and aff me, I do agree to 
have one fixed with me, with the advice of -the Governor -nå Cound}, ih the ftation 
of Naib Subah, who fhall accordingly have, immediately under me, the chief ma- 
nagement of all affairs: And as Mahomed Reza Khan, the Naib of Dacca, has in 
every refpect my approhation, and that of the Governor and Council, I do further 
agree, that this truft fhalt be conferred on him ; and I will not difplace him without 
the acquiefcence of thofe gentlemen: And ir cafe any alteration in this appointment ` 
fhould hcreafter appear advifeable, that Mahomed Reza Khan, provided he has ac- - 
quitted himfelf wi h fidelity in his admrniftration, fhall, in fuch cafe, be reinftated in 
the Naibfhip of Dacca, with the fame authority as heretofore. 

3. The bufin of th- colleétions of the revenues fhall, under the Naib Subah, 
be divided intætwo or iore branches as mav appear proper : Andas I have the fulleft 
dependence and comi.wcerce cn the attachment of the Englifh, and their regard to my 
intereft an l d'gnit’, and am defirous of giving them every teftimony thereof, I do 
forther conf nt, that the appointment and difmiflion of the Muttafeddees of thofe 
branches, and the allotment of their feveral diftricts, fhall be with the approbation of 
the Governor and Council. And confidering how much men of my rank and ftation 
are oblig cd to truft to the eves and recommendations of the fervants about them, and 
how liable to be deceiwed, it is my further will, that the Governor and Council fhall 
be at libertv to obiect and point out to me when improper people are entrufted, or 
where my officers and fubjects are o;prefled ; and I will pay a proper regard to fuch 
reprefentati »ns, that ny affairs may be conducted with honour, my people every where 
be happy, and their grievances be redrefied. 

4. 1 do cm firm to the Company, as a fixed refource for defraying the ordinary 
exj ences of their troops, the Chuchlahs of Burdwan, Midrapoor, and Chittagong, in 
as full a manı ur as hvietofore ceded bv my fath®:¢. The {fum ct five lacks of Sicca 
rup ces p1 month for their maintenance, was further agreed to be paid by my tathers 
I agre to pav tle fame out of mv werfury, whilft the exigency tor hce; ing up fo 
large an army continues. When the Company’s occdfions will admit a diminution nd 
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the expencesfhey are put to, on account of thofe troops, the Governor and Copncil will 
then relieve me from iuch a proportion of this affignment, as the increafed expences in- 
-curred by keeping up the whole force necetiary for the defertte of the provinces will admit 
of; and as I efteem the Company’s troops entirely equal thereto and as my own, I 
will only maintain fuch as are immediately neceflary for the dignity of my perfon and 
government, and the bufinefs of my collections throughout the provinces. 

5. I do ratify and confirm to the Englifh the privilege granted them by their 
hurmaun and feveral Hufbulhookums of carrying on their trade by means of their 
own Duftuck, free from all duties, taxes, or impofitions in all parts of the country, 
excepting in the article of falt, on which a duty of 2! per Cent. is to be levied on 
the Rowana or Hoogly market price. 

6. I gave to the Company the libertv of purchafing half the faltpetre produced 
in the country of Purnea, which their Gomaftahs fhall ferfd to Calcutta : the other 
halt fhall be colleéted by my’ Fouzdar for the ufe of my offices ; and I will fuffer no 
other perfons to make purchafes of this article in that country. j 

7- In the Chucklah of Silhet for the fpace of five years, commencing with the 
Bengal year 1171, my Fouzdar, and a Gomaftah on the part of tMe Company, fhall 
jointly provide Chunam; of which each fhall defray half the expence, and half the 
Chunam fo made, fhall be given to the Company. 

8. Although I fhould occafionally remove to other places in the provinces, I agree 
that the books of the Sircar fhall be always kept, and the bufinefs conducted at 
Moorfhed-abad, and that fhall as heretofore be the feat of my government: And 
wherever I am, I œnfent that an Englifh gentleman fhall refide with me to tranfact 
all affairs b _ me and the Companys and that a perfon of high rank fhall alfo 
reide on my part at Calcutta, to negotiate with the Governor and Council. 

g. I wiil caufe the rupees coined in Calcutta to pafs in every refpeét equal to the 
Siccas of Moorfhed-abad, without any deduétion of Batta ; fnd whofoever fhall de- 
mand Batta, fhall be punifhed. The annual lois on coinage by the fall of Batta, on 
the iffuing of the new Siccas, is a very heavy grievance to the country ; and after 
mature confideration, I will, in concert with the Governor and Council, purfue what- 
ever may appear the beft method for remedying it. 

10. I will allow no Europeans whatever to be entertained in my fervice ; and if 
there already be any, they fhall be immediately difimitied. 

11. The Kiftbundee for payment of the reftitution to the _ fferers im the late trou- 
bles, as executed by my father, I will fee taithtully paid ; no dem sn fhall be made in 
this bufinefs. i 

12. I confirm and will abide bv the treaty which my father formerly made with 
the Dutch. az 

13. If rhe French come into t^e country, I will not allow them to erect any forti- 
fica ions, maintain torccs, or hold lands, Zemindarries, &c. but they fhall pay tribute, 
2id carry on their trade asin former times. 

14. Some r gulations fhall be hereafter fettled between us, for deciding all difputes 
which may arite between the I-nglifh Gomaftahs and my ofhcers in the different parts 
of the c untry. 

In tettimonsy whereof, we the faid Governor and Council have'fet oug hands, and 
aff x d the feal of tr e Company to one part hereof, and the Nabob bctore named has 
{ E's band aad f-al to another part. 

" (A true copy.) 
W. MAJENDIE, Secretary. 

Mem. This tre ty was executed bv the Prefylent and Council of Fort William, on 

20'h February 1765, and by*the Nabob on the 25th of the fame month. 
Q. 





I xX. 167 


No. LIII. 


Firmaun from the King Shah Aalum, granting the Dewannee of Bengal, 
Bahar and Oriffa, to the Company. Dated Augu 12th, 1795. 


At this happy time our royal Firmaun, indifpenfibly requiring obedience, is iffued 
That whereas in confideration of the attachment and fervices of the high and mighty, 
the nobleft of exalted nobles, the chief of illuftrious warriors, our faithful fervants 
and fincere well-wifhers, worthy of our royal favours, the Englifh Compayyv, we 
have granted them the Dewannee of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oritla, 
from * the beginning of the Fufful Rubby of the Bengal year 1172, as a free gift, 
and Ultumgau, without \he aflociation of any other perfon, and with anecacmpu n 
from the payment of the cuftoms of the Dewannec, w hich ufed to be paid to the 
court ; it is requifite that the faid Company engage to be fecurity for the fum of 
twenty -fix lacks of rupees a year, for our royal revenue, which fum has been aj- 
pointed from tha Nabob Nudjum ul Dowla Bahader, and regularly remit the fane 
to the royal Sircar; and in this cafe, as the faid Company are obliged to keep up a 
large army for the protection of the provinces of Bengal, &c. uc have granted to 
them whatfoever may remain out of the revenues of tie faid provinces, after ramit- 
ting the fum of twenty-fix lacks of rupees to the royal Sircar, and providing for the 
expences of the Nizamut: it is requifite that our royal defcendents the Viziers, the 
beftowers of dignity, the Omrahs high in rank, the great officers, the Muttafeddees 
of the Dewannee, the managers of the bufin.fs of the Sultan., he Jagheerdars and 
Croories, as well the future as the pre:ent, ucng_th *~ .onftant enacavours for the 
eftablifhment of this our royal command, leave the faid office in poflefiion of the 
faid Compan, from generation to generation, for ever and ever; looking upon them 
to be infured from difm fion or removal, they muft on no account whatfoever give 
them anv interruption, and they muft regard them, as excufed and exempted from 
the payment of all the cuft ms of the Dew mee, and roval di mands. Knowing our 
orders on the fubjeét to be moft ftrict and pofitive, let them not deviate therefrom. 


Written the 24th of Sophar of the 6th year of the Jaloos. 
(the 12th Aug. 1765.) 


Cemtents of the Zimmun. 


Agreeably to,the paper which has reccived our fign manual, our royal commands 
_are iffuud, ThatNn confidcration of the attachment and firvices of the hi Ţ h and 
migh-y, the noblcft of exaltcd nobles, the chief of illuftiious \ airiors, ocr faithful 
fervants and firccre well-wifhers, worthy of our roy. l fave irs, the I’nzlfh Com} anv, 
we have granted them the Dewann e of the provinces of Lu. l, Bahar, and Onitl, 
from the beginning af the Fifiul Rubby of the Be yl «~ 1172, a5 a Fee: aie 
ad Ultumg u, without the affociation of any cther j r p, ard with an caempr 1 
from tle cuit 11s of the Dewann e, wlichutdtobe}, lo t'e court, 01 cond i 1 
of t irbeng ie mit tor the jum of tsent -fix lich Fort s» AG , fo orrwal 
revenuc; waich ium has been appoint | fom te N tob Ne humil Dw a Bala- 
Cer; and after remit ing the r | revenuc, a lp vig frie cx exes Of the 
Wizamur, whatfoc.cr may remain we huve gr rtedtot àe ilC apa. 

The’Dexza nee f th Pruse f Bacl. 
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Ibe Dewa ne of be Proviice Or fe 
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No. LIV. 
Firmaun from the King Shah Allum, for the Dewannee of the Province of 
Bengal. 


At this happy time, our royal Firmaun indifpenfibly requiring obedience, is iffiited, 
“That in confideration of the attachment of the high and mighty, the nobleft of ex- 
alted nobles, the chief of illuftrious warriors, our faithful fervants and fincere well- 
wifhera, worthy of our royal favours, the Englifh Company, we have granted them, 
as a free gift and Uleumgau, agreeably to the Zimmun from the beginning of Rubby 
Tuccacooy-ul of the Bengal year 1172, the office of the Dewannee of Khalfa She- 
reefa, of the province of Bengal (the Paradife of the Earth), with the conditianal 
Jagheer thercof, without the aflociation of any other perfon. It is requifire that our 
‘royal defeendents the Viziers, the beftowers of dignity, the Omrahs high in rank, 
the pa officers, the Muttafeddees of the Dewannee, the managers of the bufinefs 
ðf the Sultanut, the Jagheerdars and Croories, as well the future asyhe prefent, ufing 
their conftant endeavours for the eftablifhment of this our royal command, leave the 
faid office in = of the faid Company, from generation to generation, for ever 
and ever; looking upon them to be infured from difmiffion or removal, they muft 
on no account whatfoever give them any interruption, and they muft regard them as 
excufed and exempted from the payment of all the cuftoms of the Dewannee, and 
demands of the Sultanut. Knowing our orders on this fubject to be moft ftrict and 
pofitive, let them iate therefrom. 


Written the 24th of Sophar of the 6th year of the Jaloos, 
(the 12th of Aug. 1765.) 








Contents of the Zimmun. 


Agreeably to the paper which has received our fign-manual, we have grantéd the 
«office of the Dewannee of the Khalfa Shereefa of the province of Bengal, (the Pa- 
aadife of the Earth) with the conditional Jagheer thereof, as a free gift and Ultum- 
gau to the high and mighty, the nobleft of exalted nobles, the chief of illuftrious 
warriors, our faithful fervants and fincere well-wifhers, worthy, € our royal favours, 
the Englifh Company, without the affociation of any other perfon, from the begin- 
ming af’ the Rubby Tuccacooy-ul of the Bengal year, 1172. i 


Fort William, 3oth September 1765- 
{A true Copy) 
ALEX. CAMPBELL. S. S.C. 


No. LV. 
Firmaun from the King Shah Aalum, for the Dewanny of the province of 
Bahar. 


*At this happy time, our royal Firmaun, age st ge requiring obedience, is if- 
‘fged, That in confideration of the attachment of the high and mighry, the nobleft 
of 
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of exalted nobles; the chief of illuftrious warriors, our faithful fervafits and fincere 
well-wifhers, worthy of oyr royal favours, the Englifh Company, we have granted. 
them, as a free gift and Ultumgau, agreeably to the Zimmun, from the begmning. et 
the Rubby Tuccacooy-ul of the Bengal year 1172, the office of the Dewannee of the 
Khalfa Shereefa of the province of Bahar, with the conditional Jagheer thereof, 
without the affociation of any other perfon. It is requifite that our royal defcend- 
erts, the Viziers, the beftowers of dignity, the Omrahs high in rank, the pront 
officers, the Muttafeddees of the Dewannee, the managers of the bufinefs of the 
Sultanut, the Jagheerdars and Croories, as well the future as the prefent, ufirg their 
conftant endeavours for the eftablifhment of this our royal command, leave the faid 
office in poffeffion of tl e faid Company, from generation to generation, for ever and 
„ever. Looking upon‘tiem to be infured from difmiffion or removal, thty muft on 
no account whatfoever give them any interruption ; and they muft regard them as 
excufed and ekempted from the payment of all the cuftoms of the Dewannee, and 
demands of the Sultanut. Knowing our orders on this fubject to be moft {trict and 
pofitive, let then not deviate therefrom. 





Written the 24th of Sophar, of the 6th year of the Jaloos. 
(the r2th of Auguft, 1765.) : 


Contents of the Zimmun. 


Agreeably to the paper which has received our fign-man~ ut, wa have granted the 
office of Dewannee of the Khalfa Shereeta province of Bahar, with the 
conditional Jagheer thereof, as a free gift and Ultumgau, to the high and mighty, 
the nobleft of exalted nobles, the chief of iH trious warriors, our faithful fervants 
and fincere well-wifher: worthy of our royal favours, the Englifh Company, without 
the affociation of any othér perfon, from the beginning of the Rubby Tuccacooy-ul, 
of the Bengal year 1172. 


Fort William, 30th September, 1765. 
ALEX. CAMPBELL. S. S. C. 


No. LVI. 
Firmaun from the King Shah Aalum, for the Dewannee of the Province of 


Oriffa. 


At this happy time, our royal Firmaun, indifpenfibly requiring obedience, is if- 
fued, That in confideration of the attachment of the high and mighty, the nobleft 
of exalted nobles, the chief of iltuftrious warriors, our faithful fervants and fincere 
well-wifhers, worthy of our royal favours, the Englifh Company, we have granted 
them, as #free gift and Ultumgau, agreeably to the Zimmun, from the beginning 
of Rubby Tuccacooy-ul, of the Bengal year 1172, the office of the Dewannee 
of the Khalfa Shereefa of the province of Orifla, with the conditional Jagheer 
thereof, without the aflociation of any other perfon. It is requifite that our roval 
defcendents, the Viziers, the beftowers of dignity, the Omrahs high in rank, the 
great officers, the Muttafeddees of the Dewannee, the managers of the bufinefs of ' 
the Sultanut, Jaghcerdars and Croories, _ well the future as the prefent, ufing their 


con- 
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cosftant endeSvours for the eftablifhment of this our royal command, leave the faid 
Pice in poffefhon of the faid Company, from generation to generation, for ever 
and ever. Jooking upon them to be infured from difmiffion or removal, they muf 
on no account whatfoever give them any interruption ; and they muft regard me as 
excuied and exempted from the payment of all the cuftoms of the Dewannee, and 
demands of the Sultanut. er the our arders on this fubject to be moft ftrict and 
poftive, let them not deviate therefrom. 


Written the 24th of Sophar, of the 6th year af the Jaloos. 
(the 12th of Auguft, 1765.) 











Contents of the Zimmun. 


Agreeably to the paper which has received our fign-manual, we hafe granted the 
office of the Dewannee of the Khalfa Shereefa of the province of Orifla, with the 
conditional Jagheer thereof, as a free gift and Ultumgau, to the high and mighty, 
the nobieft of exalted nobles, the chief of illuftrious warriors, our faithful fervants 
alid finéere well-withers, worthy of our reyal favours, the lifh Company, with- 
ayt the affociation of any other perfon, from the beginning of the Rubby Tucca- 


cepy-ul, of the Bengal year 1172. 
Fort Wiliam, goth September, 1765. 


(A true Copy.) 
ALEX. CAMPBELL. S. S.C, 





Wo. LVII. 


Firmaun from the King Shah Aalum, -onfirming to the Campany the Chuclahs 
of Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chittagong, aud the twenty-four Purgunnahs 
of Calcutta, €c. before ceded to them by the Nabobs Meer Coffim Ally j Khan, 
and Meer Jafer Ally Khan, dated Auguft i2th, "Qg. 


At thts happy time, our royal Firmaun, indifpenfibly req wing obedience, is 
iffued, That the Chuclahs of Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chittago , and alfo the 
twenty-four Purgunnahs of Calcutta, &c. (the Zemindarry of the hizh and mighty, 
the nobleft of exalted nobles, the chief of illuftrious warriors, ow faithful fervants 
and fincere well-wifhers, worthy of our royal favours, the Enplifh Company) which 
were granted to the faid Company in the time of Meer Mahomed Coffim and Meer 
Mahomed Jaffier Khan, deceafed; we, in confideration of the attachment of the 
faki Company, have been gracioufly pleafed to. confirm to them, from the beginning 
of the Fufful Rubby of the Bengal year 1172, as a free gift and Ultumgau, without 
the affociation of any other perfon. It is requiffre that our royal defcendents, the 
Viziers, the beftowers of dignity, the Omrahs high in rank, the great officers, the 
Miuttafeddees of the Dewannee, the managers of the buftnefs of the Sditanut, the 
Jagheerdars and Croories, as well the future as the prefent, ufing their conftant en- 
deavours for the eftablifhment of thig our royal command, leave the faid diftricts 
and Purgunnahs in effion of the faid Company, from generation to generation, 
for ever and ever. king upon them to be imfured from difmiffion or removal, they 
"nmift on no account whatfoever give them any*interruption, and they mutt regard 
them as excused and exempted from the payment ef all manner ef cuftoms and de- 

mands. 
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mands.” Knowing our orders on this fubject to be moft ftrict and , itive, let them 
not deviate therefrom. 
Written the 24th of Sophar, of the 6th year of the Jaloos. 

(the 12th Auguft, 1765.) 


Contents of the Zimmun. 


Agreeably to the paper which has received our fign-manual, our royal commands 
are iflued, that the Chuclahs of Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chittagong, and alfo 
the twenty-four Purgunnahs of Calcutta, &c. (the Zemindarry of the Englifh Com- 
pany) which were granted to the faid Company in the time of Meer Mahomed Coffim, 
and Meer Mahomed Jafher Khan, deceafed, be confirmed to the faid Company, as a 
free gift and Ultumgau, without the affociation of any other perfon. 


Chuclah of Burdwan. 
Cbhuclab of Midnapore. 
Chuclab of Chittagong. 


The twenty-four Purgunnahs of Calcutta, &c. (the Zemindarry of the Englith 
Company.) 
Fort William, September zgoth, 1765, 


(A true Copy.) 
ALEX TAMPBELL, S.S.C. 


No. LVIII. 


Treaty between the Natob Shujah ul Dowla, the Nabob Nudjum ul Dowla, and 
the Engli/h> Company, executed at Illah-abad, Auguft 16th, 1765. 


(Sealed ad approved by the King. } 


Whereas the right hon~ avie Robert Lord Clive, Baron Clive of Plaffey, Knight 
companion of the moft .onourable order of the Bath, major-general and comman- 
‘der of the forces, P efident of the Council, and Governor of Fort William, and 
of all the fettlem nts belonging to the united Company of merchants of England 
trading to the E:‘ Indies, in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa; and John 
Carnac, Efquire, b pe eh aah colonel in the fervice of the faid Company, and 
commanding officer of their forces upon the Bengal eftablifhment, are invefted with 
full and ample powers, on the behalf of his excellency the Nabob Nudjum ul Dow- 
ła, Subahdar ef Bengal, Bahar, and Oniffa, and likewiie on behalf of the united 
Company of merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies, to negociate, fettle, and 
finally to conclude a firm and lafting peace with his highnefs the Nabob Shujah ul 
Dowla, Vizier of the empire: Be it known to all thofe, to whom it may or fhall in 
any manner belong; that the above named plenipotentiaries have agreed upon the 
tollowing articles, with his highnefs. 

1- A perpetual and univertal peace, fincere friendfhip, and firm union fhall be 
eftablifhed between his highnefs Shujah ul Dowla and his heirs on the one part, aad 
his excellency Nudjum ul Dowla, and the Englifh Eaft India Company on the 
other, fo that the faid contracting ponen fhall give the greateft attention to main- 

2 tain 
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tain between th oifelves, their dominions and their fubjećts, this reciprocal * fiend- 
fhip, without permitting on either fide any kind of hoftilities to be committed from 
henceforth, for any caufe, or under any pretence whatfoerer; and every thing fhall 
aa ae aged avoided, which might hereafter prejudice the union now happily efta- 
ifhed. a 

2. In cafe the dominions of his highnefs Shujah ul Dowla fhall at any time here- 
after be attacked, his excellency Nudjum ul Dowla, and the Bnglifh Company, 
fhali affift him with a part or the whole of their forces, according to the exigency of 
his affairs, and fo far as may be confiftent with their own fecurity; and if the do- 
minions of his excellency Nudjum ul Dowla, or the Englifh Company, fhall be at- 
tacked, his highnefs fhall in like manner afit them with a part, or the whole of his 
forces: in the cafe of the Englifh Company’s forces being employed in his 
ees efervice, the extraordinary expence of the fam is to be defrayed by 

im. 

g. His highnefs folemnly engages never to entertain or receive Cofim Ally Khan, 
the late Subahdar of Bengal, &e. Sombroo the affaffin of the Englifh, nor any of 
the Curopean deferters aithin his dominions, nor to give the leaft countenance, fup- 
pors or protection to them: he likewife folemnly engages to deliver up to the Lng- 

h whatever Europeans may in future defert from them into his country. 

4- The King Shah Aalum fhall remain in full poffeffion of Korah, and fuch part 
af the province of Illah-abad as he now poffeffes, which are ceded to his Majefty as a 
royal demefne for the fupport of his dignity and expences. 

g. His highnefs Shujah ul Dowla engages in the moft folemn manncr to conti- 
nue Bulwant Sing ia the Zemindarrees of Benares, Ghazcpore, and all thofe diftricts. 
he poffeffetivat the time nı came over *> the late Nabub hta Ally Khan, and thé 
Englifh, on condition of his payı g the faime revenue as heretofore. 

6. In confideration of the great expence incurred by the Englifh Company, in 
rape beg on the late war, his highnefs agrecs to pay them (fifty) 50 lacks of rupees 
in t ollowing manner, viz. (twelve) 12 lacks in monev and a depofit of jewels, 
to the amount of (eight) 8 lacks, upo“ the figning of this treaty; (five) 5 lacks one 
month after, and the remaining (twenty-nvc, 24 lacs by monthly payments, fo as 
that the whole may be difcharged in (thirteen) 13 onths from the date hereof. 

. It being firmly refolved to reftore to his hight. fs the country of Benares, and 
the other diftriéts now rented by Bulwant Sing, not ftanding the grant of the 
fame from the King to the Englifh Company; it 1s theref e¢ agreed, that they fhali 
be ceded to his highnefs in manner following, viz. They fh | remain in the hands 
of the Englifh Company with their revenues, till the expiration of the agreement 
between Bulwant Sing and the Company, being on the 27th November next ; 
after which his highnefs fhall enter into poffeffion, the fort Chunar excepted, 
which is not to be evacuated, until the 6th article of this tr€aty be fully complied 
with. 

8. His highnefs fhall allow the Englifh Company to carry on a trade, duty free, 
throughout the whole of his dominions. 

9. All the relations and fubjects of his highnefs, who in any manner afhfted the 
Englifh during the courfe of the late war, fhalt be forgiven, and no ways molefted 


for the fame. 
10. As foon as this treaty is executed, the Englith forces fhall be withdrawn from 


the dominions of his highnefs, apelin fuch as may be neceffary for the garrifon 
of Chunar, or for the defence and protection of the King in the city of Iilah-abad, if 


ehis majefty fhould require a force for that purpofe. 
11. His 





APPEN DiI xX. | 33 


st. His highnefs the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla, his excellency t e Nabob Nud- 
jum ul Dowla, and the Englifh Company promife to obferve fincer.'y and ftriétly, 
all the articles contained and fettled in the prefent treaty ; and they vill not fuffer 
the fame to be infringed, direétly or indirectly, by their refpective fubjects ; and the 
faid cantraéting powers genttrally and reciprocally guarantee to each other all the fti- 
pulations of the prefent treaty. > 


Signed, fealed, and folemnly fworn to, according to 
their refpeciive faiths, Ly the contraéling parties at CLIVE: (L. 5.) 
Illab-abad, this 16th day of Auguft, in the year of our 


Lord 1765, in the prefence of us, JOHN CARNAC. (L. S.) 
EDMUND MASKELYNE, i 
ARCHIBALD SWINTON, leh gya T T a 
GEORGE VANSITTART. i i aaa 
Fort William, September 3oth 1765. MIRZA COSSIM KHAN, 
RAJAH SEETABROY, 
(A true Copy) MEER MUSSH ALA. 


ALEX. CAMPBELL, S.S.C. 
No: GIS; 


Articles of Agreement between the King Shah Aalum, and the Company, relating 
to the tribute to be paid to him from the revenues of Bengal, Bahar, and 


Orifja, dated Auguft 19th, 1765. 


The Nabob Nudjum ul Dowlah agrees to pay to his maijecfty out of the revenues of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, the fum of 26 lacks of rupces a-vear, without any deduc- 
tion for Batta, on bil of exchange, by regular monthly payments, amounting to 
rupees 216,666 10 9 p month; the firft payment to commence trom the 1ft of Sep- 
tember of the prefent year’ and the & h Compani, in confideration of his ma- 
jefty’s having been gracioufly j. eaf to grant them the Dewannee of Bengal, &c. do 
engage themfelves to be fecur sy for the regular pay mere of the fame. It fhall be 
pae month by month from ‘re factory at Patna, to Rajah Seetabrov, or whomfoevcr 

is majefty may think proper to nominate, that it may be forwarded by him tothe 
court: but iñ cafe th territories of the aforefaid Nabob fhould be invaded by any fo- 
reign enemy, a édućtion is then to be made out of the ftipulated revenucs, propor- 
tionable to the ‘amage that may be fuitained. 

In confiderati of Nudjeef Khan's having joined the Englith forces, and acted in 
his majefty’s fervic in the late war; his majefty will be gracioufly picafed to allow 
him the fum of awo lacks of rupees a-year, to be paid by equal monthly payments ; 
the firft payment to commence from the 1ft of September of the prefent year; and in 
default thereof, the Englifh Company, who are guarantees for the fame, will make it 
good out of the revenue allotted to his majefty from the territories of Bengal. If the 
territories of Bengal fhould at any time be invaded, and on that account a deduction be 
m out of the Royal revenue, in fuch cafe a proportionable deduction fhall alfo be 
p ut of Nudjeef Khan’s allowance. 

Dated the 19th of Auguft, 1765- 
Fort William, 3oth September, 1745. 


(A true Copy.) 
ALEX. CAMPBELL, S.S.C. 
No. LX. 
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No. LX. 


Agreement between the Nabob Nudjum ul Bowla and the Company, relating to 


the allowance to be paid him for the fupport of the Nizamut of Bengal, Fe. 
dated September 30th, 1765. 





The King karig been gracioufly pleafed to grant tothe Englifh Company the De- 
wannec of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, with the revenues thereof, as a free gift, for 
ever, on certain conditions, whereof one is, that there fhall be a fufficient allowance 
out of the faid revenues for ferpporting the expence of the Nizamut; be it known to 
all whom it may concern, that I do agree to accept of the annual fum of Sicca ruj s$ 
5,386,131 9, as an adequate allowance for the fupport ot the Nizamut, which is to bc 
put aid as follows, viz. the fum of rupees, 1,778,8§4 I; for all my houfe- 
hold expences, fervants, &c. and the remaining ium of ruptes 3,607,277 8, forthe 
maintenance of fuch horfe, Sepoys, Peons, Bercundafles, &c. as may be thought 
neceffary for my Sewaurv, and the fupport of my dignitv only, fhould fuch an expence 
hereafter be found neceffary to be kept up, but on no account ever to exceed that 
amount; and having a perfect reliance on Maeen ul Dowla, I defiré he may have the 
difburfing of the above ae of rupees, 3,607,277 8, forthe purpofcs before-mentioned. 
This agreement by the bleffing of God, I hope will be inviolably obferved, as long 
as the Englifh Company’s factories continue in Bengal. 
Fert William, the 30th September, 1765. 
(A true Copy.) 
ALEXANDER CAMPBELL, S. S. C. 








No. 61. 
To the Honourable the Mayor’s Court, at Calcotta, at Fort William, in Bengal. 


The intended Petition of the Honourable Harry V |Z and Francis Sykes, of 
Calcutta, Efgrs. 


Parfeck Arratoon, by his Attorney, - - Pla uff, 
In the caste} againit 
Tom Lewis.and others, - - - - - Def adants, 
SHEW ETH, 


That Tom Lewis, of Calcutta, merchant, f me time paft was cmpl yed as agent by 
your petiti ners up the country in buy ng and felling of goo. s and m rchandize, and, 
in the courfe of trade, purchafed a quantity of falt of the plaintiff’ agents, or Gomait- 
tahs, at Nattcor, on account of vour petitioners; ard fome time paft, a fuit was com- 
ı enced in this Honourabl] Court by one Parfeek Arratoon, by h attorney Petrufe 
Arratoon, of Calcutta, Armenian, againft the faid Tom Lewis and Ramfunder, and 
feveral others bv name, and others who fhould afterwards app ar to be an ways 
interefted or concerned regarding the legality of the bargain made f rt e faid fale; 
to uhich faid bill the faid Tom Lewis and Ramfunder were ferved with p rocefs to ap- 
per and anfwer, who accordingly appeared and put in their an{ ver , to w hich the plain- 

tiff 
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tiff replied and the faid defendants, Lewis and Ramfunder, rejoined ; and the plaintiffs 
proceeded to an examination of divers witneffes, without any regard to the faid other 
defendants, who were on the fpot, and had never been férved with procefs. 

And your petitioners further fhew, that when the plaintiff was about examining his 
witneffles, he appMed to your petitioner, Harry Verelft, in order to have the matter 
fettled by an amicable determination of fome gentlemen of this place, in order, as he 
faid, to fave expence and trouble to this Honourable Court; and, at the fame time, 
gave your petitioner to underftand, that the faid fuit fhould be ftaved until the faid 
arbitration fhould be finally agreed ujon. That your petitioner, Harry Verelit, has 
fince been indifpofed; :nd the arrival of the Europe fhips hath prevented him from 
attending to the faid fuit, of which the plaintiff took an unfair advantage, By getting 
the faid caufe fet down tə be heard, when, at the fame time, he was treating with 
your petitioner about an ‘amicable determination; and your petitioner had ordered the 
witneties proofs and vouchers to be foughr for, in order to be examined into by the 
arbitrators; but vour petitioner was greatly furprifed on hearing of the proceedings of 
the plaintiff, and the means he ufed to bring on the caufe to a trial. 

That your petitioner has fince had the perufal of the plaintiff’s bill, and is advifed, 
that the allegations therein fet forth are falfe and groundlefs, and that the witneffes by 
him produced are of mean and low degree, and hath reafon to believe that the oaths 
adminiftered unto them are not binding to their caft; and, notwithftanding the plain- 
tiff’s having deceived you petitioner in manner before fet forth, yet, as this Honour- 
able Court are the guardians of our laws and liberties in thefe p2:ts, and will not hear 
and determine matters of this moment withc.. ziving the concerned a hearing, when 
proofs and evidences are ready to be brought, and which your petitioners are ready to 
produce : - 

Therefore humbly ray, that they may be at liberty to lay the faid proofs before 
this Honourable C urt, and examine one of more witnefs or witnefles; that the 
defendants and all ca erned, as wcll the plaintiff’s may be heard, andthe 
truth of the matter broug ht to tight tor the fatisfaction of all parties, and that. 
judgment of this Court mr be had thereon. 

And your petitioners will ever pray &c. 
(Signed) W hittall, Attorr 
Calcutta, Augylt, 1768. 


No. 62. 
To the Honouralns the Mayor’s Court, at Calcutta, at Fort William, in Bengal, 


Between Petrufe Arratoon, admuniftrator of Coja Parfeek Arratoon, c la; 
deceafed, { eee 
And Ramnarrain, otherwife Mozundir, Tom Lewis, Ramfunder 
Dewan, Sunker Seal, Rhadakiftna Chowdry, Radacanto Defend 
Mozundar, Dindoyal Roy Ranfhaw, Kittmarrain Bofe, ice 
Mocheram Tagore, and Bolleram Tagore, 


The humble Petitton of the Defendant Tom Lewis, and alfo of Harry Verelft 
and Francis Sykes, Efgrs. 


SHEWETRH, 
That the faid Coja Parfeek Arratoon did, on or abgut the fifteenth of September, 
enc thoufand feven hundred and fixty-feven, prefer his bill of complaint in this 
Honouw-~ 
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Honourable Court, againit your petitioner Tom Lewis and the other defendants above 
named, for a pretended demand of Arcot rupees fixty thoufand four hundred and thirty- 
two, on account of a purchafe of falt ac Nattoor, or fome other place or places up the 
country, which the complainant would infinuate was forced from his Gomaftahs there ; 
to which bill of complaint your petitioner Tom Lewis filed his anfwer, and other pro- 
ceedings in the faid caule were had in this Honourable Court, whe in the fame is {till 
depending. 

And your petitioners humbly fhew, that they were each of them concerned one third 
in the falt purchafed at Nattoor, or the other place or places up the country, as afore- 
faid, and that the fame was fairly bought and purchafed at the then price at that 
Aurung,* of fome black merchants there, whofe property the fame appeared to be, 
and no wavs connected with the faid Coja Parfeek Arratoom ‘That foon after the bar- 
gain was made, a fudden rite of falt ee ace in the market, the proprietors were 
defirous of being off their bargain, which occafioning a difference, the dame was fub- 
mitted to arbitration at Nattoor, and given in favour of the purchafer. But the pro- 
į rictors not fatisfied with the award (although they had figned bonds to abide by the 
fame) fought protection under the faid Coja Parfeek Arratoon, who prcterred the bill 
of complaint herein before mentioned, in this Honourable Court, againft your peti- 
tioncr Tom Lewis and the other defendants above named, for a greater quantity of 
falt than was delivered, and at a higher price than the market ever bore. ‘That 
on hearing that the fuit was about to be brought to a hearing, without your petitioner 
Tom Lewis, or ms attorney, properly fupporting the fame by the tcftimony of wit- 
nefics who were acquainted with tbe t traniaction ; and your petitioners Harry Ve- 
relt and Francis Svkes, being cach (as atoreiaid) one third interefted therein, your 
petitioner, Harry Verelft, requefted the hearing of the caufe might be poftponed until 
proper enquiries could be made into the true ftate of the cafe. That your petitioner, 
Harry Verelft had feveral conferences on the occafion vath the prefent complainant 
Petiufe Arratoon, who faid he would readily confent ts an amicable arbitration of the 
matter, and repeated! offered and requefted , ur) -titioner, Harry Verelft, to decide 
the fame himiclf, vehich he objected to, being a ‘arty concerned, but told the faid 
Pcrrufe Arvatoon, that he would call down the w efics from WNattoor, when he 
Mould be glad to have the matter fetrled bs arbitration; gd the faid Petrufe Arratoon 
cuite approving thereof, the witnelles, namely Kitna 5 ran of Nattoor, Vakeel, 
Ra nian of Nattoor, merchant, and Kittinarrain Bote of Chandernagore, were fent for 
down to Calcutta, and their depofitions there taken by Mr. John ryer, the late exa- 
mirer t this Elencurable Cou.t; attec which vour petitioner, Ha y Verelit, requetted 
th. dad Petrute Arratoon would himfelf momiunate the arbitrators- und he did accordingly 
rowiraete Thomas Cooke and Joteph Price, of Calcutta afore ad merchants; and ar- 
bitratien.-bonds were thereupon prepared, and one of them executed By your petitioner 
[larry Verelit, and the attorney of your petitioner Francis Sykes; bur, on their being 
rekord to the faid Petrule Arratoon, he retuicd to execute his, unlefs the matter 
tas to ome berore the Court upon the depofitions only which were in favour of the 
Lom, amit; upon pretence, that although the depofitions of the faid three witnefles 
were taken by the examiner, yet that the interrogatories were not properly filed, or 
n. ‘ked fed, in this Ifonourable Court, or that they were taken witheut the com- 
plainant’s having an opportunit, of cro{s-examuning them; which circumftances (if 
ticy were true) your petitioners Were totall: unacquainted with, and cannot conceive 
from whence the fame could arite, but which, your petitioners humbly apprehend, can 
b no means be attributed to them, who caprot be fuppoted to be acquainted with 
the forms required or predcribed by a court of judicaturc, but who were defirous 
that every fair ftep fhould be taken for the benefit of all parties, and the a ih 

ou 
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fhould be conducted with the greateft regularity and uprightnefs. That, notwith- 
ftanding what has been alledged by the opp {i e part), \our petitionersehumbly aver, 
that the complainant knew that the faid three witneffes were pretent in Calcutta for a 
confiderable time, and thas therefore he mutt have hil very opportunity of cro{s-exa- 
mining thim ; but to obviate every objection wh ch th» complainant can make, as far 
as is in the power of vour petitioners, vour petitie ners are ready and willing, at their 
own expence, to call the faid three witneffes down again to Calcatta, that the com- 
plainant may an opportunity cf crofs-cxaminine th *11, and in order to do the com- 
plainant eve juftice in their power, and toafcert i1 a truc ftate of facts. 
Wherefore your pe itioners humbly pray, th: d pofii ns of the tad three wit- 
nelles, to taken by Mr. John Bryer, the late cx. min r of this Elonourable 
Court as aforefaid, may be deemed and tahen as pa:t of the procecdings had 
in this cau, and that your petitioners may have the ben fit th 1coteat the day 
of hearing; and shat, if this Honourable Court fhall fo think proper, the faid 
witnefles may be, at your petitioner’s expence, again called do'vn to Ca cutta, 
in order that the complainant may crofs-examine them, or avail himfclf of 
every advantage he can of their prefence; and that your petitioners may have 
all fuch further and other relief in the premifes as unto this Honourable Court, 
after due confideration had thercof, may think meet or agreeable to equity. 


And your petitieners fhall ever pray, &c. 
Calcutta, the 4th May, 1770. 
(Signed) Sealy, Attorney. 
True Copy. 
No. 63. 


To the Honourable John Spencer, Efq; Prefident and Governor, &c. Council 
of Fort William. 


The humble PETITION the native inhabitants of Calcutta, together with the 
Merchants, Banyans, and ot rs, whme eftates, interefts, or habitations, are in any 
part of the kingdom of Ben Bahar, or Oriffa, within the jurifdiction of the 


Englith. 
SHEWETH, 


That whercas e , or about the 27th dav of February laft pat, Radachurn Metre, 
erandfon of Goviidram Metre, heretofore of Calcu ta, Jenmautdar, ( vhole fteadv 
attachnunt and fewices to the Englifh are too emireit to be foon forgot was con- 
demned to death apis* general quarter feffons or th town of Calcutta, thcre held on 
the dav and date T faid, being indicted f r an l convicted of a crime of which he 
is intirely innocent; but for want of being acquainted sith the laws by which he was 
tried, as well as the mennir of defending himfelt, and | roving his innocence, is now 
tall n a viétim to the malice of his profecutors and his own ignorance. 

Your petitioners, theret re, beg lezve to fet forth the gencral confternation, afto- 
nifhment, and even nanic, with which the nativcs at ail parts, under the denomination 
of the Englith, are feizcd by this example of R dachurn Metre ; they find themfclves 
fib; ét to the pins and peralties of laws to which they are utter ftrangers, and are 
liable, thro 1gh ig rane , unwillingly to incur them ; as they are no ways intereftcd 
in tho’e laws, thc, cannot tell when they tranfgrcfs them, man thir gs being, it tems, 


capital by the Englifh lay s, which are only fineable by the laws of your petitioner’s 
forc- 
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forefather’s, fy sieé&t to which they have hitherto been bred, lived, and been governed, 
and that, tilbvery lately, under the Englith flag. 

Your petitioners fhew, that from their extreme ignorance of the laws to which they 
are but fo lately fubjected, they are in danger of fuffering much, from not knowing how 
to apply for thofe benefits and indulgencies which they are advifed are by law allowed, 
and which they ought to have ; and that the laft proceedings againft the unhappy 
Radachurn Metre were, in many points, defeétive and premature, and the fentence 
precipitate ; as there were many circumftances that required the niceft and mott feru- 
pulous examination, and the moft attentive confideration, before condemnation 

affed : And your petitioners are farther advifed, that fuch fentence ought not to 
kare been pafled till after the expiration of four days, a term allowed the prifoner by 
law for arrefting judgment, and bringing his writ of error and that it is, on that 
account, ‘when a prifoner is brought to the bar to receive fentence, the judge always 
afks him—What he has to fay why judgment fhould not*vafs? A queftion that has 
more than mere matter of form in it; for if he can fhew good and fufficient caufe, they 
will, on his proper reprefentation, rehear the matter, of which benefit ih law the un- 
happy culprit was deprived, by the fentence immediately following the verdict. 

And farther your petitioners are advifed, that the faid indi¢tment-was very erroneous 
and naught, and that the faid prifoner could not have been arraigned thereon, had he 
been verfed in the laws to make his exceptions theréto. Lord Chief Juftice Hales 
faying, ‘* that there is great exa¢ctnefs required in indi¢tments where life is at ftake,” 
and therefore very nice exceptions are allowed thereto ; and your petitioners farther 
fhew, that the whole of the evidence tended to prove a negative, which in Jaw is held 
impofhible to be done, Farther your petitioners are advifed, that the prifoner was tried 
for felony, though his crime, when proved to the full, is no more in law than a mif- 
demeanor ; for the forgery of a deed of gift, of mere perfonal chattles, is no way 
within the ftatute. ‘* Again, he who writes a deed in another name, and feals it in 
“& his prefence, is not guilty of forgery, becaufe the law loæks on this as the other’s 
“« own act 5” and that, when the jury recommended the 1toner tothe mercy of the 
court, a due forbearance of the fenteice would have <uabled him to have fet thefe 
and many other circumftances in their true nmoht; an advantage which he has loft 
through his ignorance of “the laws by which he was ‘ried, and which muft ever be the 
cafe in future, unlefs the greateft care and circumfpec n be ufed by the judges, who 
are faid in law to be a council for the prifoner. 

Your petioners, therefore, humbly pray this honourable Board te grant them a 
reverfal of the faid fen.ence, as it was pronounced out of time, and crant the prifoner a 
rehearal; or, if that cannot be obtained, that they will, at leaft, refpite the execu- 
tion of the unhappy condemned creature, till report be made to hẹ» Majefty of Great 
Britain, and his moft gracious pleafure be known thereon; andf ther your petitioners 
pray, that the laws to which the, are to be fubject, may be tranated into the Bengally 
tongue, that they may be enabled to know what will make them obnoxious thereunto. 


And your petitioners will ever pray. 


Dated Calcutta, Signed by 95 of the princinal native inhabitants 
Parch, 1765. of Calcutta, 


Extraé# 
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No. 64. 


Extraé of a Létter from the Court of Directors to the Prefident and Coun- 
cil at Fort William in Bengal, dated February 8, 1764. 


Par. 23. As no agents or Gomaftahs are to refide, on account of private trade, at 
any of the inland parts of the country, all bufinefs, on account of licenfed private trade, 
is to be carried on by antl through the means of the Company’s covenanted fervants, 
refident at the feveral fubordinate factories, as has been ufual. 

24. We are under thegneceffity of giving the beforegoing orders, in order to pre- 
ferve the tranquility of fhe country, and harmony with’ the Nabob ; they are rather 
outlines thar complete directions, which you are to add too and improye upon, agree- 
able to the fpirit of, and our meaning in them, as may be neceffary to anfwer the 
defired purpofes.» And if any perfon or perfons are guilty of a contravention of 
them, be they whomfoever they may, if our own fervants, they are to be difmiffed 
the fervice; if others, the Company’s protection is to be withdrawn, and you have 
the liberty of fending them forthwith to England, if you judge the nature of the 
offence requires it. 


No. 65. 
Extracé of Fort William Confultations, dated May 3d, 1764. 


It is the opinion of the Board, and—Refolved, That all the Europeans, Portuguefe 
natives, and Armenian agents, who are now up the country, fhall have notice given 
them to fettle their conce fo as to return to Calcutta by the 30th of November 
next; and that, after thatt e, no Eurqpean fhall be permitted to go up the coun- 
try, under any pretence whatforver Or any other agents be employed in our trade 
but Bengal natives. 


No. 66. 
Extrad of Fort William Sele& Committee proceedings, dated May 11th, 1765. 


The Select oe obferving with regret the contempt fhewn for the pofitive 
and repeated ord&s of the Governor and Council, for recalling free merchants re- 
fiding up the counts,— 

Refolved, that the rormer orders on that head be now enforced, and letters difpatched' 
to the chiefs of the feveral fubordinates, requiring of them, at the expiration of one 
month after notice given, to convey in fafety to Calcutta all who refufe to comply 
vith a meafure fo falutary to the Company, and neceilary to the peace and gocd or- 
der of the counrrv. 

Being informed alfo, that a great number of Europeans, ftragelers from fhips, 
and others, who have no claim from indentures to any thare of the Company’s pro- 
tection, are varioufly employed up the country, and Cifperfed all over the Nabob’s 
dominions, to the great prejudice of the Company and molettation of the natives ;— 

Refolved, They be immediately fecured, and Brought to Calcutta. The Committee, 
finding fome difhculty in procuring an exact account of the names of fuch Fure- 
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peans,—Aptee , that the chiefs of the fubordinate factories be made acquainted with 
the refolution of the Committee, and required to tranfmit, without delav, the moft 
accurate lifts in their power of all Europeans not immediately in the Company’s fer- 
vice, who refide in or about their refpective diftricts. 


No. 67. 


Extract of Fort William Confultations, dated May 13th, 1765. 


The Prefident lays before the Board an extract of the proceedings of a Seteét Com- 
mittee, held the 11th inftant, containing their refolutions for enforcing the orders of 
the Board for recalling to the Prefidency the fiee merchant? and others, refiding up 
the country. 

No. 68. 


Extract of Ditto, dated the 20th following. 


Agreed and ordered, in confequence of the proceedings of the Select Committee 
laid before the Board lait council day, That public advertifement be made, enforcing our 
orders already given for the return of the Englifh, Portuguefe, and Armenian agents, 
employed in the different parts of the country, to the Prefidency; and requiring all 
whoever moft ftrictly to arrive by the firt of Auguft, and their conftituents to give 
them due notice accordingly. 

No. g. 


Extract of Fort William Sele& Committee proceedings, dated June 11th, 1766. 


Received a letter from the chief and Council at Dacca, dated the 8th inftant, ft- 
ting forth the prejudice that muft arife to the affairs of tre gentlemen of that factory, 
fhould the order for recalling free merchants be immediate’ cn orced. 

Agreed, That four months beyond the ume “miter in thote orders, be allowed ta 
their feveral agents, and that we write them to this eg t. 


No. 70. 
Extraé of Ditto, dated the 21ff following. 


Mefirs. Vanfittart and Plowman fetting forth in a letter to the Committce, the lofs 

that muft arife to Mr. Henry Vanfittart, fhould his agent, Mr. Hayprave, at Rung- 

r, be recalled at the time required by the late order of the Com nittee, and requeft- 
ing that an indulgence of three or four months longer may be granted :— 

Agreed, that the fecretary acquaint them that Mr. Ffargrave will be allowed four 
months from this date, for collecting Mr. Vanfittart’s affais ; an that he likewife 
inform all, who may apply in future, that the Committee aie rcfolyed to fte the Com- 
pany’s orders rigidly enforced at the expiration of this period. 

Mr. Skinner iends in a letter on the fame fubjcct ;— 

Ordered, his requeft be granted, and that the fccretary acquainf him of the abos e- 
mentioned refolution. a 

Received a letter from Mr. Scotney at Patna, reprcfenting to us the prejudice it 
would be to his own affairs, as well as thofe of his conitituents, fhould he le oblig a 
tg return to Calcutta in the fpace of one month. Myr. Scotney’s repreicntation bcing 
thought difrepectful and improper ;— 
j ° Ordered, 
* late Governor Vaniittart, 
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Ordered, The fecretary write him in anfwer, that fuch applications, \it is expected, 
fhould be made in terms more moderate and re{fpectful ; but that, infiuence by no 
confideration of the manner im which he chofe to afk for an allowance of time, we agree 
to grant hım tour months longer from this date, for collecting his affairs; at the ex- 
piration of which he is required to repair to Calcutta, without farther notice. 


No. 71. 
EBoxctraéi of Fort William Sele& Committee proceedings, dated Auguft 10th, 1766. 


On the 26th ultimo, the fecretary was directed to write to all the chiefs of the fub- 
ordinates, enclofing an advertifement for recalling all free merchants, and other Euro- 


pam by the 21t October next, and alfo to fix u p the faid advertifement on the Court 
ufe, and other public places in Calcutta. 


No. 72- 
„Extraćł of Ditto, dated October 5th, 1765. 


Obferving that our orders to the chiefs of the fubordinates, to fend lifts to the 
Comunittee of all Europeans refiding within their feveral diftriéts who are not in the 
‘ Company’s fervice have been neglected ; 

Refolved, That we now repeat the above orders, requiring them pofitively not only 
to fend the moft accurate lifts in their power, but the perfons themaitives to Calcutta, 
by the 21ft inftant, at which time the Company’s protection will abfolutely ceafe, and 


they muft ftand to all the confequences of being left entirely in the power of the coun- 
try povernment. 





No. 73. 


Extraé of a Letter from th Court f Directors, to the Prefident and Council 
at Fort William in Bengal, dated December 24th, i766. 


Par. 16. We think it neceffary to eftablith, that all trade to be carried on within 
provinces where factories are eftablifhed, flhall be carried on by our fervants at fuch 
factories, and their agents only, who fhall tranfaćt the bufinefs of our other fervants, 
on receiving the efiablifhed commiffion ; and on any refufal to accept fuch commif- 
fion, or any tendency to monopolize, the fervants of Calcutta, or other partS, are at 
hiberty to fend their own black Gomaftahs ; who are, neverthelefs, to be accountable 
for thetr conduct to We Company’s fervants, within whofe jurifdiétion they refide. 
All diftricts not comprehended within the jurifdiétion of each fubordinate, fhall be 
confidered as within the jurifdicton of the Board of Calcutta. 


No. 74. 


Extract of Fort Wiutiam Select Committee proceedings, dated F ebruary 19th, 
< 1766. 
Read the following letter from Wakeman Reza * Cawn, to the Right honourable 
lord Clive, Prefident and Governor, &c. gentlemen of the Seleét Committee. 
‘* MY LORD AND GENTLEMEN, ° 
‘¢ The Zemindars of the Purgunnahs of Radfhy, and other diftriéts of the Subah of 
Bengal, complain that the factories of Englifh gentlemen in the Purgunnahs are ma- 


hy 
AQing minifter to the Nabob of Bengal. i 
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ny, and their GSmaftahs are in all places, and in every village almoft throughout, the 
province of Bengal, that they trade in linen, chunam, muftard-feed, tobacco, tur- 
meric, oil, rice, hemp, gunnies, wheat, &c. in fhort, in all forts of grain, linen, and 
whatever other commodities are produced in the country. e That, in order to purchafe 
thefe articles, they force their money on the Ryots; and having, by thefe oppreffive 
means, bought their goods at a low rate, they oblige the inhabitants and fhopkeepers 
to take them at a high price, excceding what is paid in the markét. That they do 
not pay the cuftoms due to the Sircar, but are guilty of all manner of feditious and 
injurious a¢ts ; for inftance, when, at any time, the Malguzarry is demanded of the 
Taalookdars, Ryots, &c. fubjeéts of the Sircar, the aforefaid Gomaftahs, under pre- 
tence Sf debits due, or accounts to be fettled, do not let them go, or fuffer the revenue 
to be taken from them ; and upon complaints, and at the inftunce of lying informers, 
and bafe men, they place their Peons over the Ryots, and involve them in a variety of 
troubles. That by preffing people into their fervice, and impofing many and divers 
commands on the officers of government, the inhabitants, the tradef{men, and others, 
they ruin every body, and reduce the villages and Gunges to a ftate of defolation. 

« Itis by thefe iniquitous praétices that the people of the country have been ruined 
and driven to flight, and that the revenues of the Sircar have been yyjured. There is 
nothing of worth left in the country. If juftice be not done in this cafe, how will it 
be pofhible, in future, to colleét the duties of the government or its revenues ? 

& All-the Zemindars make the fame complaint; and what I have herein written, is 
only an abridgment of the accounts given at large by them of violence and oppreffion. 

« As it is requifite for the profperity of the country, and the well-being of the in- 
habitants, alfo for the obtaining the full revenues and duties, that the poor, &c. have 
juftice done them, and that difturbances be put an end to; I have, therefore, repre- 
fented thefe matters to vou, gentlemen of the Committee, that whatever fhall appear 
equitable, you will confider on and put in exccution.” 


It appearing from this reprefentation of faéts, fupported by a number of corro- 
borating circumftanccs, that the bufinefs of governmen as fuffered great obftruc- 
tion, and the public revenue been confidefably injure from the privileges affumed 
and exerted by Gomaftahs, employed in different parts of the country by the Com- 
pany’s covenanted fervants ;— 

Agreed, therefore, that we recommend to the Board, to prohibit, under the feverett 
penalties, all Company’s fervants, whether refiding at the prefidency, the fubordinates, 
or the Aurungs, from yielding countenance, fhelter, or protection, to any of their 
Gomaftahs,who fhall interfere dircétly or indireétly with the affairs of government; or, 
‘Upon any pretence whatever, give impediment or obftruction to the officers of the 
revenue, in levying the colleétions of the feveral diftriéts committed to their charge ; 
and that in all matters of difpute or difference, whereby the reve tues can poflibly be 
affected, their Gomaftahs, or conftituents, fhall apply to the government for redrefs ; 
and, in cafe of refufal, to the refident-at the Durbar, or the chief of the neareft fub- 
ordinate, who fhall apply through the regular channel, the Governor and Council, 
or the Select Committce. 

NO: 75. 


Extrad of a Lettcr from the Court of Directors to lord Chive, dated May 
; 17th, 1766. 

Par.g. We have had too much occafion to remark the tyrannic and oppreffive conduct 
of all european agents who have got away from under the eye of the Prefidency; and 
we with your lordfhip would make it an obje€t of your confideration how to ae 

the 
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the faid Europeans as much as poffible to the Prefidency, and to thofe fubordinates 
where the largenefs of the inveitment may require it to be conductedeby covenanted 
fervants preferable to Gomaftahs. 


No. 76. 
Extra of Fort William Confultations, dated June goth, 1766. 


Ordered, That notice be affixed at the ufual places of advertifement, requiring all 
perfons entitled to Duftucks to fend in to the Prefident lifts of their Gomattahs in the 
different parts of the ‘country, diftinguifhing the place of their refidence, the fervice 
they are employed on, with the time required for that fervice, that they may be fur- 
nifhed with Purwannahs accordingly. 


No. 77. 
Extraét of ditto, dated Auguft 25th, 1766. 


Letter from the refident at Benares, dated the 12th inftant, read, acknowledging 
the receipt of our letter of the 28th ultimo, enclofing a letter from Mr. Bolts, in an- 
{wer to our orders regarding him, acquainting us, that as he is not fenfible it is in his 
power to comply with that part of our inftructions which requires him to take care Mr. 
Bolts does not exceed the time prefcribed, he fhall wait our farther commands before 
he ventures to take any ftepin fo delicate an affair. 

Letter from Mr. Bolts, inclofed in the above letter from Mr. Sage, read, fetting forth his 
reafons for having ftaid at Benares beyond the time we limited him to, and requefting 
us to indulge him with a longer ftay to fettle his own and the affairs of his conftiruents, 
which he reprefents to be extremely intricate.— 

Agreed, we write ina er to Mr. Sage, that we did not imagine him fo little ac- 
quainted with the nature of osr orders as to be in doubt how far it behoved him to put 
them into execution; that, notwithftanding what Mr. Bolts alledges in his letter, 
we are well affured, that, inftead of making it his bufinefs to fettle his affairs at Benares, 
which was the fole reafon for his being permitted to return thither, be entered into new 
concerns ; that heis, therefore, toinform Mr. Bolts, that we are determined our orders 
fhall not be trifled with, and that he is to confider himfelf as fufpended the Company’s 
fervice, from the 28th of this month, for not complying with our pofitive injunctions 
for his return to Calcutta. However, in confideration of the plaufible reafons which 
he now, for the firft time, affigns, he is farther to acquaint Mr. Bolts, that, provided 
he arrives in Calcuttz, by the roth of October, his fufpenfion will be t.ken off; and, if 
for this purpofe, he does not leave Benares by the aft of October, he is to fend him 
away by force. 


Extract of FortWilliam Sele& Committee proceedings, dated September 10th, 
1766. 


Daily complaints arriving of violence and infalts offered to the fervants of the Go- 


vernment, and the agents of private merchants, by the Company’s fervants refiding at 
the different Aurungs, 





Refolved, 
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Refolved, that we call down from the Aurungs all Company’s fervants and other 
Europeans, -as the only means of fecuring the neceflary authority to the governmenr, 
and protection to individuals; and that we fuffer only the fervants emploved at the fac- 
‘tories of Patna, Dacca, Coffimbazar, and Chittagong, with the afhitants to the Supra- 
vilior of Burdwan and Midnapore, toremain up the country. 


No. 79- 


Extra of Fort William Seleét Committee proceedings, dated October 31/2, 
1766. 


Havings in our proceedings of the roth of February laft, Refolved, That no 
Gomaftahs employed by the Company's fervants, or other Kuropeans trading under 
licences from the Company, fhould in future interfere direétly or indircétly with affairs 
relating to the government; and alio that fuch Gomattahs fhould, in‘all difputes 
with the coyntry people, apply for redrefs and juftice to the chief of the neareft fubor- 
dinate, to the munifters, to the refident at the Durbar, or to the €ouncil, or Select 
Committee. 

And it being now the intention of this Committee to fulfil, in the moft effectual 
manner, the honourable Company’s inftructions refpecting the inland trade, and to 
remove all caufe of difturbance and oppreffion committed in the interior country under 
fanction of the Englifh name : 

Refolved, That in future all Gomaftahs, whether emploved on account of the Com- 
pany or individuals, fhall ftrictly refrain from interfering in any matters that may 
tend to interrupt the collections, or difturb the bufineis of the government. 

That they fhall fcrupuloufly avoid taking cognizance of any difputes or differences 
that they may have with the country people, or afluming to themfelves any degree of 
judicial authority. s 

That in all fuch points of difference and difpute, whether with refpeét to trade or 
otherwife, they fhall appeal firft to the neareft officer of the government ; and, in 
cafe of delay or refufal of redrefs from him, they fhall then lay their complaint before 
Mahomed Reza Cawn, or the refident at the Durbar, or the Council, or the Seleét 
Committee. 

That whoever fhall be found deviating from the evident meaning andeintent of this 
Refolution, (a copy of which will be fent to Mahomed Reza Cawn, and to the refident 
at the Durbar) fhall immediately forfeit their employment and the Company’s pro- 
tection, and likewife be fubject to fuch farther punifhment as the Council or Com- 
mittee mav think proper to inflict. 

That, to prevent any interruption to trade, Mahomed Rez# Cawn be defired to 
ifue orders to all officers of the government, to vield every pofhible encouragement to 
ficenfed trade, and to the bufinefs of thofe Gomaftahs who fhall dyly confine themfelyes 
to the above reftrictions. 

Alfo that Mahomed Reza Cawn be defired to diyeét the officers of the government 
to call upon all Gomaftahs to regifter their Perwannahs, or licences of trade, and 
Duftucks, at the head Cut-herree of the Aurung, or diftri€t, where thev gefide ; and 
likewife to order the public ofhcers of cach Aurung, or diftrict, to fend hima regular 
snonthiy return of all Perv annahs or Duftucks fo regiftered. 

Norice having already been given, purfuant to our refolution of the ygth of Febru- 
ary laft, that all Gowmattahs flrould apply to the Prefident for Peiwannahs, and the 
alWowance of time tor that purpofe being now deemed fully fuficicnt,— 





Agreed, 
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Agreed, That Mahomed Reza Cawn be defired to ifue orders to the officers of the 
government, to call upon the Gomaftahs in the different parts of the provinces im- 
mediately for their Perwannghs; and to fend all perfons, who cannot produce a pro- 
per authority for their trade and refidcnce, without delay ro Calcutta. 

And, farther, to prevent all frauds arifing from counterfeit and forged Duftucks,- 

Agrecd, The cuslom-mafter be direéted to make a monthly return to the refident 
at the Durbar, of all Duftucks and Perwannahs entered in his office; the fame to be 
communicated to the minifters, whereby they may be able to detect all impofition and 
fraud, by comparing the monthly returns from the cuftom-houfe with thole made from 
the Aurungs, &c. 


No. 80. 


Extrad of a letter from the Court of Directors to the Select Commiitee, af 
Fort William, in Bengal, dated November 21 ff, 1760. 


Par. r4. We are well pleafed to remark your attention to our orders, in calling down 
the free merchants. Their proper employment is in the fea-fervice, as Captains and Su- 
pra-cargoes in the country trade, or fettled as merchants at Calcutta; and if hereafter 
we find any infringement of our orders in this refpeét, we fhall affuredly fend for them 
home, and tettify our difpleafure at thofe who have protected them, or permitted 
them to go up the country. We are determined to have as few Europeans as poffible 
about the country. You are to keep to the fpirit of thefe our refolutions as much as 

fible ; for we have the ftrongeft fenfe of the injuries the natives have fuffered from 
lasing Englifhmen exercifing an authority over them. 


No. 8r. 


Extrat of Fort William Selett Committee proceedings, dated February 11th, 
1767. i 


Upon revifal of the proceedings of the 31ft October laft, relative to the regula- 

tion of Gomoftah’s,— 

eed, We make the following addition to our former orders, viz. That the refi- 
dent at the Durbar be direéted to recommend to the minifters their obliging all the 
officers of the feveral diftricts to fpecify, in the returns they make to the government, 
{fuch Perwannahs as have expired, in order that the minifters may be able to afcertain 
the number of Perwannahs now in force, without which it will be difficult to prevent 
frauds and impofitions. 

Repeated orders having been iffued for recalling to the Prefidency all Europeans 
who are not employed by the honourable Company, or furnifhed with a licence trom 
the Council or the Governor; and information being now received that divers vagrants 
are difperfed over the country in contempt of the above orders,— 

Refolved, That we'write to the fubordinate fcettlements and the commanding office's 
of the brigades, to feize, and fend down under a guard, all Europeans who are nor dulv 
authorifed by a written licence from the Board or the Governor, to refide out of the 
Prefidency. 


A Exiraf 
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No. 82. 


Extract of a letter from Colonel Smith to the Sele& Committee at Fort William, 
dated Head-Quarters, near Keir-abad, January 3d, 1768. 


e There is one circumftance which it is neceflary I fhould now juft touch on, be- 
caufe it requires a fpeedy remedy; I fhall enlarge upon it hereafter. The Nabob re- 
prefented to me the great inconveniences which arife from the Gomaftahs and depen- 
dentg of Englifh gentlemen refiding in his dominions, particularly at Gurrackpore, 
Mirzapore, and in the Zemindarry at Benâres and Ghazcpoy; that he was extremely 
tender in exerting his authority over any of thofe who even aifumed the Englith name, 
notwithftanding, that thefe people were guilty of many impofitions and extortions on his 
fubjects, as well as defrauding him of his duties. Now, ashe had received repeated 
affurances from the Prefidency, that no private trade fhould be carried on in his domi- 
nions, fo he requefted, that I would not only exert my power to free hig country from 
the Armenians and Bengals in the fervice of individuals, but that I would alfo repre- 
fent the fame to you, fo that effectual means might be taken for their expulfion. Sen- 
fible of the juftice of this reprefentation, I did not hefitate to affure him, that nothing 
_ was farther from the defign or approbation of the Englifh Sirdars; that I had heard 
_ our Prefident made it a point neither to grant Duftucks nor Perwannahs into his ex- 
cellency’s dominions; that no confideration whatfoever could induce the Englith 
chiefs to fuffer the advantages or emoluments of individuals to be the means of giving 
bim the moft diftant caufe of uneafinefs or concern. I affured him of my ready con- 
currence in every meafure to fupprefs this growing evil, and would reprefent it in the 
{trongeft manner to the Committee, that effectual meafures might be taken to remove 
it ;- and defired that he would apprehend all thofe who were ley of any impofition in 
our name, which, fo far from giving umbrage to the Englifh Sirdars. would be 
efteemed a favour conferred on us. I farther added, that, to convince his excellency 
how defirous I was to ftrike at the root of this evil on my return to Allah-abad, it 
fhould be my care, that the Perwannah he himfelf had granted to Ifhmael Beg, (one of 
his own fubjects) for th exclufive privilege of oe faltpetre on account of the 
Englifh gentlemen, and upon condition that he furnifhed the Nabob with whatever 
quantity he wanted at prime coft, fhould be returned, that he might be convinced no 
private advantage whatfoever could weigh with an Englifhman, whieh might, in the 
remoteít degree, affect the public. The Nabob faid, in anfwer, ‘* That he efteemed 
‘¢ this as a frefh inftance of attention and regard.” 

“< As I have been informed of thefe circum {tances not only from the Nabob, but Rajah 
Bulwant Sing has alfo reprefented to me the late frequency of Englifh Duftucks and 
Englifh Perwannahs, it is but too apparent, notwithftanding. the refolutions of the 
Prefidency, that there is an abufe in this matter. I do, therefore, moft earneftly re- 
commend to the Committee, that they will enter upon the moft vigorous meafures for 
entirely abolifhing a fyftem fo fraught with pernicious confequences, and which very 
fyitem had fo latcly proved almoft fatal to the Cgmpany’s welfare in Bengal.” 


Extra 





$ 
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No. 83. 


Extračl of Fort William Selec Committee proceedings, dated February 16th, 
1768. f 


Notwithftanding the orders which have been iffued to the chiefs and refidents of 
fubordinate factories, and to the commanding officers of the brigades for apprehend- 
ing and fending down to the prefidency every European they may find trading about 
the country without permiffion, the Committee with aftonifhme..t obferve that there 
are fome perfons ftill pur uing this practice without moleftation ; it is, therefore, Re- 
folved to iffue pofitive orders to the fubordinates and brigades, and to enjoin them 
to a ftriét obedience to our honourable mafters commands. 


No. 84. 


Extrad of Fort William Select Committee proceedings, dated February 23d, 
1768. 


The Committee being determined to put an effectual {top to the granting of Duf- 
tucks and Perwannahs tor conveying of private merchandize into Sujah al Dowlah's 
dominions under the fanction of the Englith : 

Agreed, we write to the chicfs of Combia and Patna, forbidding them to 
grant either Duftucks or Perwannahs to any perfon whomioever, and directing them 
to recall all the Gomaftahs without dela}, who may be trading therein with fuch 
Duftucks or Perwannahs given them from thofe factories. 
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No. 85. 


Copy of a letter from MrNVerelft to the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, dated 
Fort William, February 27th, 1798. 


I am much furprized to learn from Colonel Smith, that divers people, taking the 
name of Englifh Gomaftahs, have been guilty of great villanies and extortions in 
your excellency’s country ; of this I was entirely unacquainted, or I would have en- 
deavoured to have remedied it; nor has any one any authority from me, nor will I 
in future give any, either for trade or refidence in your excellency’s countr.. I muft, 
therefore, make it my particular requeft that, fhould any one take the Englifh name 
as a fcreen for his mal-practices, you will immediately caute him to be apprehended 
and fent hither, that hi} falfhood mav meet its due punifhment. You cannot oblige 
me more than by detecting thefe impoftors. I write this fo pofitively and ftrongtv, 
rhat you may fee how very attentive I am to cut off all occafion of uneafinefs to rou. 


No. 86. 


Copy of a lteter from Mr. Ver Yi to Reyah Bulwant Siig, dat d Fort Wi= 
liam, February 27th, 1768. 


I cannot help being aftonifhed to find, fron Colon. Sn ith’s letters, that Duftucks 
ani Porn riah, tnd r tn> Erelfh name, are cumcnt in your ciftricts, ind that 
Aa 2 Go- 
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Gomaftahs commit frequent extortions and oppreffions under that fanétion. After 
the plain directions which I gave your Vakeel at Murthed-abad, I am very much 
furprized that you fhould have neglected to inf rm me of thefe practices. I now, 
therefore, p fitively write to you, that I will neither geant myfelf, nor fuffer others 
fo grant, any Di ftuck with the Englith feal, for the conveyance of good¢ to any 
part of Sujah al Dowlah’s territories, onl for ftich neceflari s as may be occafionally 
going te the army: and J muĝ farther dirett you to tranfmit me a copy of all Duf- 
tucks for neceffaries, the inftant they come to your hands, that no room for evafion 

pretext may remain, As I have frequent complaints from the Nabob Sujah al 
Towlab, that divers people Rume the name of Englith Gomaftabs ; I therefore đe- 
fire that you would iffue pofitive orders throughout your diftri<ts, for all fuch offenders 
to withdraw themfelves without delay; and you will imm diately caufe Caja Mel- 
combe, and Coja Gregory, and 2 Bengally, named Ram Setcher, to be fent down. 
under confinement to Maha Rajah Seetabroy ; for none of thefe people have any title 
to refidence within the territories of the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah. 





No. 87. 


extract of a letter from Mr. Hare (then fecond of the Englifb Saétory at 
Patung, and fxce a member of the Council 4 Calcutta) to Mr. Verelj ya 
Patna, January 16th, 1768. 





A. 


_ Long before thefe gentlemen (Meffis. Alexandet and Jekyll) bad any Gomaftah 
m Bulwant Sing’s country, the Rajah had farmed the faltpetre bufimefs in the Sircar 
of Ghazepoor to my Gomafiab, Coja GREGORY. 


Exiraé of ditto te ditto, dated February 2d, 1768. 


B. 


I did myfelf the honour of addreffing you, under date the 16th ultimo, fince which 
Bulwant Sing hes taken 2 Mugchelcah from Coja Grecory, my Gomafab at Chowfa, 
not to buy faltperre-. 


Extrait of ditto te ditte, dated March 12th, 4768. 


C. 


the receipt of your order, under date the 24th ultimo, $ was utterly a ftranger 

to trade’s having been prohibited either by the Company or the Select Committee, 
to regulations of both which I have, at all times, paid the ftricteft obedience; 
and what confirmed me in an opinion that it vould not have been illicit, was the eager- 
nefšwith which it was profecuted by fev ral Company’s fervants at the fame time, and 
in the fame places. As to my baving employed Armenian Gomaftabs in my fervice, I did 
nat umagine that rhe Company’s orders relating to them were meant to ext nd beyond 
the provinces, ¢/pecially as thefe very Gomaftahs were known te be employed by Mr. Belts. 
In obedience to ur commands, I have immediately ordered them doin; but as a 
large {fum of money is algeady advanced for different article of trade in that country, 
muft 
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mut entreat your permiffion to fend a Bengal Gomaftah to collect in my outftanding 
debts, and difpatch fuch goods as are already putchafed down to me 


No. 88. 


Exrracdt of a letter from Captain Harper to Mr. Verelft, dated Faiz-altia 
March 14th, 1768. 


The Nabob has acquainted me that fome people at Gurrackpore having taken upon 
then to fay they are Gomattahs to Pnelith gentlemen, are guilty of many irregulari- 
tics, to the prejudice >of his firvants; he has, therefore, applicd to me for a guard 
of Sepoys to apprehen l and bring them to Taiz-abad, that their behaviour may be 
enquired into. I have complicd with the Nabob’s defire, by fupplving him with a Je- 
madar and twentv Sepoys. It wall not be improper, here, to acquaint yous that there 
are feveral Armenians at Benjires, and one or two at this place, who often make ufe 
of the Englifth name for a lanétion to the behaviour which they would hot other- 
wife dare to practife. The Nabob has often told me that he would expel them his 
dominions, but I apprehend he will be tardy in doing this, as I learn that they are 
very communicative in what they hear from Calcutta; and which, with their own 
embellifhinents, is conveyed to the Nabob through Meer Mufhallah, who was for- 
merly Cofim Ally Cawn’s, and now his excellency’s phyfician; and that it is by his 
influence the Nobob is diverted from putting his former defign of turning them out 
of his territories into execution, It is well known how defigning and intriguing a 
fer of people the Armenians are, and I do not thiik it improbable that if they are 
permitted to refide in the Nabob’s country, they may be the canfe of difputes with 
him. If you approve of writing to the Nabob on this fubject, I dare fay he will 
expel them, as he has alread, eapreffed to me how glad he fhould be to have them 
turned away. 


No. 89. 


Copy of a letter from the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah to Mr. V. erelfi, re- 
ceived ~ipril 3d, 176S. 


I have received your friendly Ietter by the hands of Captain Harper, and was re- 
joiced thereby. It is plain th.t mv friendihip wih the Lnglifh Sirdars, and particu- 
Farly with your excellency, is firm; neither docs i> necd the common phrafes of the 
world to fet it off. You alfo have fhewn yourneif fo profufe ot favours towards me, 
that I cannot find any exprefhions equal to my fenfe thereof. I can only with that 
the Almighty may give our conncction daily ftrength, and our fricndfhip hourly 
warmth. Confidering what you write on the fubject of the Armenians, as proceed- 
ing from your perfect cordialitv, I am delighted therewith. What can be more 
fuitable to our interefts, than that: e fhould mutually cxcurt ourfclves in aivfarming aH 


* Thefe extra&ts of Mr. Hare’s letters are given to teftify the attention and ready obedience that gen- 
tleman paid to the refolutions and public urders of the Seleét Committee of Fort Wilham, for the recall 
to the prcfidency of alb Armenians, Curopeans, &c. employed 2s Englith agents in the inland provinces; 
in contradiltigflion to Mr. Bolts b-havwiour on tbe like occafion. Itis alfo worthy notice, that one of 
Mr Hare’s agents at this time, in wulwant Sing’s country, was the very Armenian (Coja Gregory, or 
Gregore) that Mr. Bolts alfo cmpleyed, and has fince inftigated to come to England, to fupport, with 
others, his own profecutions by a pretended accumulation of grievances: an Armenian who endea- 
voured to impofe a bilief bef re the Committee of the houie of Commons, that he never acd as an 
Englith Gomaitah or agent .n Dulwant Sing’s dominions. Such is the credit due to Armenian faith. 


fucl 
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fuch as maf be the abettors or authors of evil ? In the affair of the faltpetre, which 
was the firft, every inquietude was removed, and every thorn extracted at once; but 
by a momentary adverfion of your excellency’s regard, and now that you have written 
regarding Rafael and Eftevan, that matter is done. As they have fome outftanding 
debts incurred in the courfe of their bufinefs here, they pefitioned earneftly for two or 
rce days refpite to fettle their accounts, after that they will no more prefume to re- 
fide here. Rajah Bulwant Sing has acquainted me with your excellency’s orders about 
the Armenians in thofe diftri€ts, and I have inftructed him to give implicit obedience 
to whatever you fhall fignify on the occafion ; as whatever is agreeable to you, cannot 
fail of being fatisfactory, I fay of being fatisfactory to me. Fu- he reft, confider 
me as ^ne folicitous after your welfare, and favour me with frequent accounts thereof. 


No. go. 


Copy of a letter from Mr, Verelfi to the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, dated 
Fort William, April 26th, 1768. 


I am forry to inform your excellency that, in confequence of my letters to you, 
concerning the Englifh Gomaftahs, and your orders thereupon, I find your officers 
have exercifed a feverity beyond what either of us intended; they have feized and 
fent away many, without allowing them the fhorteft time to adjuft their affairs ; and 
others, from this kind of treatment, find it impoffible even to receive the debts law- 
fully due tothem. As thefe loffes muft fall heavy on many individuals, I think it 
but juft to requeft your excellency to indulge them with two months licence to with- 
draw their effects, and fettle their affairs ; and, at the fame time, give fuch orders to 
the officers of your dominions, that they may lend them all affiftance for the more 
{peedy difpatch of the matter. 


No. gt. 
Extract of Fort William Sele& Committee proceedings, dated April 27th, 1768. 


e 

The Prefident informs the Committee, that orders have been iffued to the officers 
at the Chokeys, to fuftcr all merchandize belonging to the natives of this country to 
pals, on their paying the cuftomary duties. 

The Board being fenfible of the grcat difadvantages refulting from an immediate 
recall of all Gomaftahs of individuals, trading in the countrics of the Nabob Sujah al 
Dowlah and Rajah Bulwant Sing, under the fanétion of the Englifh name ; it is 
Refolved, to allow them to refide there for the fpace of two months, for the adjuft- 
ment of the affairs of their conftituents, and the collection of their outftanding bal- 
lances: that they fhall, on no account whatfoever, be allowed to engage in any new 
concerns, and tet they fhall quit thoie countries immediatcly after the expiration of 
the tine linzited for thr retidence. 

Ard, in oreer to facili are the ad‘ufiment of their affairs, as well as to prevent the 
trauds and other abuces to ‘waich fush a rettri€tion might otherwife expofe them, it is 
farther Refolved and Agreed, that the Prefident do inform Sujah aleDowlah and Bul- 
want Sing, of tlefe injunctions laid on all Gomatftahs in their countrics, and to requett 
they will grant thcm every reafonabie affiftance they may require, for the fpeedy re- 
gulation of their concerns. 


Agreed, 
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Agreed, that the foregoirg refolution be laid before the Prefidenr and Coum, 
and that we do recommend to them, to iffue their orders for effectually preventing any 
trade being carried on keyond the provinces, by Gomatlahs affuming the Englith 
name. 

Ordered, That al! the chiefs of fubordinatcs be apprized of the Committce’s rero- 
lutions, concernmg the recall of private Gomaftahs from the countries of Sujsh al 
Dowlah and Bulwant Sing. 


No. 92. 
Extracé cf Fort William Confultatisns, dated May 18th, 1768. 


“* The foregoing extract of Committee Proceedings being laid before thé Board, and 
the Council unanimoufly concurring in the fame opinion, they directed an advertife- 
ment to be publifhed accordingly.” 


Note. In reply to the charge of inconfiftency and partiality in thefe orders of the Seleét Committee, 
adduced by Mr. Bolts, we mut obferve, that permiffion was given to that gentleman, at his own 
requeit, to return to Benares in March 1766, and to refide there till the month of October fol- 
lowing, which was two months more than the time he firft folicited. ‘That in March 1-67, he 
applied for letters to Sujah al Dowlah and Bulwant Sing, to afit his Gomattahs in clofing his 
mercantile concerns, which were readily granted by r. Verelt ; and that, notwithftanding 
thefe and other repeated indulgencies, his Armenian agents remained in the territories of Ghaze- 
pore and Oud to March 1768,when they were at length feized, after the moft undoubted proofs had 
been received, that Mr. Bolts was,contrary to his folemn promife, entering upon freth engagements. 
Proofs which have been fince farther confirmed bv his own confeflion before a Committee of the 
honourable houfe of Commons. Surely a juft diftinétion was made betwixt the agents of Mr. 
Bolts, and thofe of other gentlemen, who had not incurred any fufpicion of entertaining dan- 
gerous projects, and who had not infulted the Board, by a contempt of repeated orders. 


No. ¢3- 


Extract of a letter from the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah to Mr. Verelft, received 
Auguft iff, 1768. 
I cannot exprefs my thanks for the favour you havc done me in putting an end to 


the Englifh trade in my territories. May the Almighty long preferve you, for I have 
fiill greater cxpectarions from your friendfhip. 





- 








No. 94. 


Tranflation of a letter from Mefirs. fobnflane, Hay, and Belts, to Meer Sheer 
Ally Cawn, the Fouzdar of Purnea; recorded on Fort Wiliam Conxfulta- 
tions, Decenter 27th, 1762. 


Our Gomaftah Ram ! arr-D fs, brine oc into thofe parts, meets with obftruc- 


tions from you, in wie? cr) afin Sh os. d rrekess n recover, vou h ve publifhed a 
prohibiticn to this efvct, tl w] i es 2 Col news te omua u 
will {cize his her c, Ti eo lk ey e Fa this manmi hive toug re hibtiid 


the people un ar year  iriaict n Wes cre ftapyized at heanng of this affair, Be- 
caule 
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Taute that the royal Firman which the Engli nariom is -poffeffed of, is violated bv 
this p oceeding i but the Engli wall by no means fuffer, with patience, their Fir- 
paw to be broke through. We therefore expect that, uppn the receipt of this let- 
ter, you will take of the crd iou har- _ ‘ven to the Ryots, and, in cafe of “yout 
not ideig it, we Wall ce taiaty write to the Nabob, in the name of the Engtifh, and 
icid tor fuch an orehe fro, Lim, that vou fhall reftore, ulh aid entirely , m ħatevct 
lols the Eng'i v hha e fuaid, or fhall fuft in, bv this obftruction; an i that you 
fhal repent l.sixge thus i» errupted our bufinets, in def ite of the royal Firmaun. 
Atter reading this | * r, «x we pe % ded you will d-fift from interruj cing it, will 
act aorecal ly to the ru’es of tri. d hp, and fo that your ami ‘maj appear, and will 
by no means ftop the Cå pw as &Dattuks.. 


Jo. 9 5: 


Extraét of a litter from the Court of Direéfors to the Prefident aud Council 
at Fort 1 tam in Bengal, dated February 8tl, 1764. 


Par. y. The conduct and behaviour of Mr. William Bolts, a fattor, falling nexr 
under our corffideration, they appear, fo far as he was connected with Mefirs. Joh 1- 
ftone and Hay, to be very improper; efpecially in joining with them in an audacious 
and impertinent letter to the Fouzdar of Purnea, as it ftands on your Confultations 
of the 27th December 1762, and fór which the Prefident recommended it to the 
Council to pals fame cenfure upon him, He appears, likewije, to have been guilty 
of irregulan prachices, in refpect to carrying on his private trade: let him be called 
into Council, and reprimanded according to his deterts ; and inform him, if his con- 
duct is not more fatisfactory for the future, we fhall difmifs him from the fervice. 


No. 96. 
Extxaét of Fort William Gonfultations, dated February 24th, 1766. 


Mr. Bolts fends in a letter’, requefting permiffion to return to Benares in his former 
{tation. 

Fhe Board do not think Mr. Bolts entitled to the indulgence he requefts, from hig 
late conduct at Benares, but that he may have permiffion to return thither in a private 
capacity to fettle his affairs, till the sft of July next, 

Agreed, he be adviied in anfwer accordingly. 


No. 97- 


Extraé of a letter from the Court of Directors to the Select Committee at 
Fort William in Bengal, dated May 17th, 1766. 


Par. 48. You will obferve by the general letter to the Prefident and Council ac- 
companying this, the very ample powers we have entrufted you with, for preferving 
peace, tranquility, difciplinc, harmony, good order, and fubordination ii Bengal; 
powers which, we doub not, you will make ufe of in fuch a manner, as will, in all 
circumft neces, be moft for the Company’s intereft, as well as reflcét honour upon 
yourfels cs. 


Extract 
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No. 98. 


Extract of Fort William Confultations, dated July 28th, 1766. 


Mr. Bolts having exceeded the time limited in Confultation the 24th February if. 
for his return to Calcutta from Benares ;— 7 

Ordered, that Mr. Sage, the refident at that factory, be direéted to inform him, 
that the Board are difpleafed with the neglect he has fhewn' to their orders; that he is, 
therefore, to fend him down immediately ; and that, unlefs Mr. Bolts arrives in Cal- 
cutta by the 28th Augpft, he will ftand difmiffed the fervice. 


No. 99- 


Extra of Mr. Bolts’s letter to the Governor’ and Council of Fort William, 
dated November 10th, 1766. 


I propofe. going to Europe as foon as I can fettle my private concerns ; which 
bufinefs, together with the employment to which your lordfhip, &c. gentlemen have 
been pleafed to appoint me, as alderman in the Mayor’s Court, will engrofs the whole 
of my time; I therefore humbly requeft permiffion to refign the fervice of the honour- 
able Company. | 


No. 100. 
Extraé of Fort William Confultations, dated January 5th, 1767. 


Mr. Bolts having had permiffion to refign the honourable Company’s fervice, in 
confequence of his letter to the Board (of the roth November la) and entered on 
the proceedings of the 24th following ;— 

Ordered, That intimation be given to him by the fecretary, that as he cannot claim 
any title to remain longer in India, he is pofitively required not to engage farther in 
commercial concerns, and to prepare to embark for England in one of the Company’s 
returning fhips of this feafon. 


No. 101. 
Copy of a letter from Mr. Bolts to the Prefident, Bc. members of the Select 


Committee. 


HonourABLe SIR AND SIRs, 

I have feveral very confiderable out-ftanding balances within the provinces now 
under the management the honourable Company, the recovery of which, without 
the favourable interpofition of your authority over the country government being 
altogether impoffible ; and the lateregulations of the honourable Board, making my 
prefent application neceflary, I hereby requeft to be favoured with your affiftance, and 
that you will be pleafed to grant me Perwannahs upon the different Zemindars, &c. 
of the diftriéts where, they lay, directing them to fummons the Affammys to their 
Cutcherrys, to confront them with my Gomattahs, and, after proof of the juftice 
of the demands to enforce the payment. The fums, as per particular lifts, are, viz. 

In the diftricts of Purnea a —- Current Rupees 10,939 13 6 

Goragaut Sheeb Gunge -—— — — 6,029 I2 6 
Rungpore — == — — — 15777 9 6 ` 
Dinagepore — — — — — 2,320 10 6 
Shawpore, Purg Santofe, Krifndeeb, and al : 
vindibaug ==.. n — — 5 9 6 
Ctirrent rupecs 21,21f 7 6 
Bb | j The 
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The folfowing are balances due from the Zemindars themfelves of fundry diftriéts 
much nearer at hand; but being balances arifing upon accounts of mercantile tranf- 
attions, which may be liable to altercation, and kang more immediately under the 
i: ion Of your honourable Board, I fhould be glad you would be pleafed top- 
in Calcutta fome perfon or perfons, either Europeans or black merchants, verfed 
In. i tranfactions of the country; to examine into the juftice of the aemands, which are 
as follows : 

Due from the Zemindar of Jeffore, Nilcanto Roy, S. rupees 13,029 12 O 

Ditto of Tumlook, to the 13th November p ft, 2,501 10 
Ditto of Sujah-mootah, ditto, — — 10,938 7 © 
Fouzdar of Ragimaul — — A. rupees 636 4 o 











Rupees 27,106 1 6 


I fhall very readily abide by the decifion of the perfons yeu may .be pleafed to 

point. 

"Aka the letter which the late honourable Prefident and Council were pleafed to 
write me, relative to my commercial affairs, it may not, onthis occafion, be improper 
to fay fomething on the fubject, that you, Gentlemen, may be able to judge what 
an arduous, nay, I may fay, an impoffible tafk has been impofed upon me. I have, 
‘by fea and land, of my own and other people’s, about eight * lacks of rupees now out, 
and actualty emplojed in lawful trade, which no way interferes with any part of the 
bonourable Company’s inveftment. Amongft this, there is above one hundred and 
frxty t oufand + rupees of woollens, &c. goods which I bough at the Company’s laft 
outcry, and which were only difpatched up the country about two months ago. In the 
mean time, to comply as nearly as pofitble with what feems to me to be the intention 
of the order of the honourable Board, I affure you, Gentlemen, upon my bonour, that 
T bave not late y, and fhail not enter into a y new inland concerns; a d that I fha'l bold 
mone, but fuch as I bave been already fome time engag din, and which I am obliged to 
profecute to bring in outftanding balances. Farther, I will engage, under any pe- 
nalty, that no part of my*trade fhall, within the three Subahs, in any fhape, ineerfere 
with any part of the honourable Company’s inveftment. 

I farther beg leave to affure you, Gentlemen, that I fhall never be guilty of any in- 
‘fringement of the laws of Great Britain, or the bye-laws of the honourable Company, 
where their jurifdiction extends ; and that, out of their jurifdiétion, I fha l freely fub- 
gait to the cuftoms and laws of th country. In this fituation, I hope, I fhall not fa’) 
of giving fatisfaction; and I fha l cheirful fubmit to whatever you, Gentlemen, may 
eft em juft, and require only an equit ble al owance of time, to be indulged with thofe 

ivileges which ha e evér been al wed, 10t only to gentlemen who have refigned, 
ne th fe who have been difmiffed the fervice. 


I have the honour to be, with great refpect, &c. 


i Ton fop 5 Sai WILLIAM BOLTS. 








No. 102.” 


Extrat of Fort Willam Seleé# Committee proceedings, dated Marci 3d, 
1767. 

. M . Bolts fends inal tt r to th Committ , (dated 11th of February, 1767 re 

qu ng our affiftance in colleét'ng ver l bal nces du to him in different ; arts oft e 


rovinces -—= | 
p 100,0Q0 iA + 20,000 4. 


Agreed, 
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Agreed, We recommend to the Prefident to grant Mr. Bolts Perwannahs upon the: 
Zemindars in the manner he defires ; alfo, that the court of Cutcherry Be directed to 
examine into his claims on the Zemindars, as fpecified in his letter; but that we 
{trictly enjoin him. to enter into no frefh concerns, as the Board will expect implicit 
obedience to the o-ders he has already received, although they difpenfe with the im- 
mediate execution, ‘in confideration of the particular fituation of his affairs. 


No. 103. 


Extrat of a letter rom Mr. Verei to the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah,-dated 
Fort William, March 9th, 1767- 


Mr. Bolts having reprefented to me, that he has feveral out-ftanding bdllances un- 
fettled in your excellency’s tertitories, on which account he employs a Gomattah, I 
requeft he niay be indulged with liberty to conclude his affairs. I muft, however, 
hope, that as the fending of Gomaftahs into thofe parts may give occafion to many 
altercations, your excellency will, in future, withdraw your protection from them. 


No. 104. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Verei to Rajah Bulwant Sing, of the fame 
date. 


I am informed by Mr. Bolts, that fome Gomaftahs of his, whom he employed in 
his concerns at Meerzapore, have not yet colle¢éted the out-ftanding ballances due to 
that gentleman; I therefore requeft, that no interruption may be given thefe Go- 
maftahs. l 


No. 105. 


Extrat of a letter from the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah to Mr. Verelfi, received 
April 17th, 1767. 


In regard to Mr. Bolts’s money, which you defire me to interpafe my affiftance in col- 
leting with all expedition; and that in future I fhould forbid all others from refiding, 
and on no account permit the Englifh gentlemen to carry on a commerce within my 
territories, in order to prevent all pofhibility of a difpute ; by the blefine of God, I 
will, even with redoubled diligence, apply to the fpeedy collection of Mr. Bolts’s con- 
cerns, and, infifting on the juft demands from all parties, caufe pay ment of the fame. 
For the reft, my friepdfhip for you is impreffed on my heart, and the itrong atlurances 
you write me ot invariable regard, give me the greateft confidence that all affairs will 
have a happy and fuccefsful conclufion. 


No. 106. 
Extraéd of Port William Confultations, dated the 24th Auguft, 1767. 
Ordered, that the S cretary do inform Mr. Bolts, that the Lord Hol'and will be 


difpatched for England in he courfe of next month ; and that.we pofitivel infit on 
his į rocecding by that fhip. 


Bb 2 Extra& 
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No. 107. 


Extracét of Fort William Confultations, dated OGober 1,1, 1767. 


Mr. Bolts, in two letters, one to the Board, the other to the Secretary to the 
Council, affigns the fituation of his private affairs to be fuch as renders his immediate 
dcparture impoffible ; but affures the Board, that, as foon as they are adjufted, he fhall 
with pleafure obey the order. 

Ordtred, The Secretary do acquaint Mt. Bolts, that, after the indulgence he has 
already had, his private concerns are no inducement for us to recede from our orders ; 
and we therefore expect, that he will embark in the next fhip that fails for Europe. 
Farther, that we hear he is carrying on an improper intercourfe with the Dutch, to the 
pan of the honourable Compan; ’s affairs, and, on that account, pofitively forbid 

is leaving Calcutta, without our exprefs permiffion. 

Ordered, alfo, That the Mayor’s Court be acquainted herewith, that they may apply 
for another alderman in his room. 


No. ro8. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Kelfall, chief of the Englifh factory at Dacca, ta 
to the Prefident, dated September 18th, 1767. 


In a letter I had the honour to addrefs you in the month of May laft, I mentioned,,. 
though in a curfory manner, the footing on which the Dutch had then newly re-efta- 
blifhed their faétory at Dacca, not, as the event has fhewn, to tranfact bufincis on 
behalf of their Company, but, under the fanction of public authority, to fulfil a private 
compact of Mefirs. Vernet and Bolts. 

The late Dutch refident, Mr. Lankeet, difdained to accept a commiffion on fuch 
terms, whereupon he was fuperfeded. His fucceffor, when he found, inftead of a 
reprefentative of the Company, that he was fent up in the capacity of a mere Gomaftah, 
to fulfil a private engagement, in like manner declined it. Both thefe gentlemen have 
ever fince been violently perfecuted by Mr. Vernet. 

Here is an Armenian, one Coja Miguel Sarties, a man that has before done bufinefs 
for Mr. Bolts, who, not fo fcrupulous as either of the Dutch gentlemen, has made no 
difficulty of accepting the commiffion. The bufinefs is now in his hands, and, to fulfil 
it, he has had made over to him a fum to the amount of near * Jeeu lacks of rupecs: fo 
enormous a fum I fhould have thought even beyond the confcience even of an Armenian 
to prefume to inveft, and fhould have doubted my information, ‘t I had not reccived 
it from the beft authority, one of the Dutch gentlemen. 

I have thought it my duty to give you this intelligence, and truft, fir, you will take 
ineafures for defeating the intentions of Mefirs. Vernet and Bolts, and ot the Armenian 
their agent, which muft materially prejudice our Company's bufinefs and the trade in 
general, fince, in order to get in theirinveftment, they muft neceflarily purchafe at an 


advanced price. 


® $7,500 h a 
XITA 
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No. 109. 


Extracd of a letter from Colonel Smith to the Selec Committee, dated Head- 
Syarters at Allah-abad, Ogfober 23d, 1767. 


I remember to he ‘e mentioned in Committee, that Monf. Gentil was a very impro- 
per perfon to be with\Sujah al Dowlah. I am fully convinced of this, and wifh fome 
mode could be thought on to have him removed. The perfon who has had the efta- 
blifhment of Sujah al Dowlah’s artillery is one of Monf. Gentil’s comrades, and fer- 
merly was an officer in the French fervice. 


No. ilo. 


Extraéd of a letter from Mr. Maddifon to Mr. Verelft, dated Patna, OGfober 
23d, 1767. 


A fleet of thirty boats arrived here yefterday laden with opium, faltpetre, &c. 
which took my name, and a Peon came twice to Noon-golah, to apply,for Polwars, 
faying, he was ordered to apply to Mr. Mudie for that purpofe. Upon enquiry, I find 
they Samp to Mr. Bolts, whofe time of a Duftuck being expired, may probably 
have given his people this order, to have them pafs unmolefted. I thought it neceflary 
to make you acquainted with this, left I might fall under any fufpicions of paffing other 
people’s goods under my name. 


No. 11r- 
Extraé& of Fort William Confultations, dated November th, 1767. 


The Prefident lays before the Board the following letters from Mr. Bolts, on which 
he requefts their fentiments, after t ey have peruied his Minute, which he delivers in 
upon the fubjeét, viz. an Addrefs from Mr. Bolts to the Court of Directors, ditto to 
this Board, ditto to the ho-ourable the Mayor’s Court, ditto to Mefirs. Becher and 
Alexander 


To Harry Verelft, Efq. Prefdent, Sc. gentlemen of Council at Fort William. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I requeft you will be pleafed to tranfmit the accompanying addrefs to the Court of 
Directors by the next conveyance. It is partly in vind cation of myfelf from the 
proundlefs and reproachful accufations with which your Prefident has been pleafed 
to charge me, through the channe of the Seleét Committee, and partly on other affairs, 
in which the intereft of the honourab'e Company is deeply concerned. 

It is doubtlefs a hardy tafk for me, in the | refnt fituation of affairs, to make a 
public attack n the Prefident, when the majority of his Secret Committee and Coun- 
cil are alfo parties concerne l, but a regard for my own character obliges me to it; 
and as I have on m fide truth and facts, which are obftinate and fcorn to bend, I 
dare, in this inpolitic and uncuftomary manner, brave tl e envenomed fhafts of future 
oppreffron and i juftice, which cannot in malignancy exceed th fe I have already un- 
concerne ly f ftain d. 

As the ma ority of the memb rs fi ting at the Board are gentlemen who have been 
but a fhort time in thi country, an! are doubtlefs as u acquainted wth the political 
wiles and cufloms of the Ban an, ho haye b.en the princijal engin s emplovec 

threughout 
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throughout the affairs concerning me, ag they are unacquainted with that more-ef- 
pecially-requifice the country languages, they muft have been expofed to great \m- 
pofitions ; and it is very probable they have been mifled in thefe affairs by the artifice 
of a veteran, upon whofe integrity they placed am implidit relianc® It is, rae, 
but juit that I fhould attribute the concurrence of fome of thofe gentlemen to tlteir 
having been deceived. 

If any explanations or proofs be required upon any part of m.y addrefs to the ho- 
nourable tle Court of Directors, upon intimation thereof from our honourable Board, 
J will readily defcend to particulars, and hope to give every fatisfaction that can be 
required. 

I am Gentlemen, &c. 


(Signed) WILLIAM BOLTS. 


Calcutta, O&gtober 18th, 1767. 


To Thomas Woodward, E/y. Mayor, and the Gentlemen Aldermen of the bcnourable Mayor's 
Court of Calutta. 
SIRS, 


I am acquainted with the extraordinary ftep the Governor and Council have taken 
towards effecting my removal from my feat at your honourable Board, in open de- 
fiance of his Majeity)’s moft gracious charter, and I congratulate my felf, as well as the 
community, apon the juft difiegard with which you have been pleafed to treat this 
glaring attempt to an infringement of the Britifh liberties; an attempt which, had it 

Zen given way to, would have been of the moft dangerous confequence, as a pre- 
cedent for rendering your Court dependent, and of courfe ufelefs to fociety, for whofe 
relief our moft gracious fovereign and parliament have been pleafed to eftablith ir, 
whereby Britifh fubjeéts would have been as eafily deprived of their property and for- 
tunes, as in the prefent defpotic reign they have been of their liberties and every 
Britifh privilege. Though the letter to your honourable Court appears under the 
fanction of the Governor and Council, I confider it only as the act ot Governor Ve- 
relft alone, as I fhall make it hereatter appear to the world. Confider in this light 
how deplorable would be our fituation if, at the bare defire of a Governor, or even 
a Governor and his Councjl, the exprefs orders of the charter fhould be fet afide, 
and a free Britifo fubjeéi expofed to be deprived of his honour and liberty. A mali- 
cious man, high in ftation, who boatts that he is beyond punifhment, and that juftice 
cannot reach him, would have it always in his power to {pread ruin into every family 
againft which he had any averfion; but whcre law and liberty reign, where men 
hold not their property or honour at the mercy of one or few, this fecurity begets 
in them a difpofition which is inconfiftent with fervility and adulation. 

Let us not then fuffer our liberties to be invaded bv fraud or will, or deftroyed by 
force; if we do, a diimal confufion muft then quickly enfue,eand villainous accufa- 
tion, public and piivate rapine and plunder, illegal im} rifonments, confifcations and 
profcriptions, diffufing univerfil mifery, will become t^e common law of the land. 

I defy the Prefident and Council legally to difqualify me fiom holding my honour- 
able feat at your Court; and I am confident that jou, gentzemen, will never fuffer 
mie otherwite to be difmmified ; permit me at the tame time to affure you, Sirs, that 
I would not mits a fingle day’s attendance at your Court, even when it ig not my turn 
of rotation, was I not neceffitated to do it fometiunes in coniequence of the op- 
preffion with which I have been treated, as I hope in due time to evince to the fhame 
of my oppreffors. . 

e Yet as I fhould be = to know upon what this extraordinary requeft has been 
founded, and to have fo curious a document hy me, I requeft you will be pleafed ta 
order me ah authenticated copy of the letter fiom the Prefident and Council. 





Permit me to offer my fincereft wifhes for the profperity of the honourable Court, | 
anc the fuccefs of your endeavonrs to fecure the happinefs of the commfunity, by an 
impartial adminiftration of jyftice. 


Who am with great refpect, &c. 


Calcutta, October 8th, a; 57. 
(Signed) WILLIAM BOLTS, Alderman. 

To aLL who fhall i>e thefe prefents or hear them read. I Thomas Woodward, Efq. 
Mayor of the town of Calcutta at Fort William in Bengal, do hereby make known 
and certify, that John Holme, who hath figned and attefted the certificate hereunto 
annexed, is regifter of the honourable the Mayor Court at Calcutta aforefaid, legally 
{worn and admitted, dwelling in this town of Calcutta aforefaid; and that to acts, 
inftruments, procurations, and other writings by him figned and attefted, is full taith 
and credit given in Court and without. 

IN FAITH AND TESTIMONY whereof, I the faid Mayor nave caufed 
the feal of the office of mayoralty of the faid town of Calcutta to 
be hereunto put and affixed, and the copy of the letter mentioned 
in the faid certificate hereunto alfo annexed. Dated in Calcutta 
aforefaid, this 14th day of October, in the year of our Lard one 
thoufand feven hundred and fixty-feven. à 


(Signed) THO. WOODWARD, Mayor. (L. S.} 


I John Holme, Regifter of the honourable the Mayor’s Court at Calcutta at Fort 
William in Bengal, do hereby certify and atteft, that the within written is a true copy 
of a letter from Mr. William Bolts, one of the Aldermen of the faid Court, directed 
to Thomas Woodward, Efq. Mayor, and the gentlemen Aldermen of the honourable the 
Mayor’s Couit at Calcutta, carefully collated by me with the original, at prefent in my 
pofieffion, as Regifter of the faid Court. 

IN FAITH AND TESTIMONY whereof I have hereunto fet my hand 
at Calcutta aforefaid, the fourteenth day of October, in the year 
of our Lord one thoufand feven, hundred and fixty-feven. 


(Signed) JOHN HOLME, Regifter. 


To Richard Becher and James Alexander, E/qrs. 
GENTLEMEN, 


I have this day fent in to the Board an addrefs to the honourable the Court of Di- 
rectors, in vindication of myfelf from the unjuft accufations laid to my charge in the 
proceedings of the Seteét Committee; and as you, gentlemen, are the only members 
at the Board who are not more or lefs parties conccrned, I can pretty weil forefee the 
treatment I am like tẹ meet with on the occafion. 

As you, gentlemen, were not upon the fpot during the tranfactions of which I com- 
plain, you muft of neceffiry have formed your opinions from the partial proceedings 
of the Committee, and from the more partial reprefentations of thofe in whofe com- 
pany you du‘ly are. In this fituation, Iam nota ftranger to the malignant accounts 
with which vour ears muft have been continually tingling, and which, like water con- 
tinually dropping upon a ftone, muft no doubt have made fome imprefhon, and have 
difpofed you to believe every thing you heard apainft me, efpecially as you heard no- 
thing on the other fide of the queftion from me, who, depending on the reClitude of 
my actions, have hitherto been filent. e 

From 
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From my addrefs to the Court of Directors you will be acquainted with ¢vrerv 
thing in which I have been concerned, on which the unjuit fentence of the Cpns- 
mittee has been pronounced againit me unheard hear all, then, and let juitice hold 
the fcale. | 

Do not think, gentlemen, that the intent of this addrefs is to fue for favour ; 
that I fcorn: I {peak only to your confciences as men of integ ity, and to fet you 
‘upon your guard againft the artifices of many combined agair.t me alone, without 
any reafonable caule, or other foundation, than what is built woon their private in- 
terefts, perfonal connections, and piqucs. 

All I with for is, from a principle of gratitude to the Company, that the partiality 
with which I may be treated may not force me, in my own defence, to print and 
publifh to the world at home, what may add to the national odium againft the 
‘Company. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


Cal tt J À 8, 7. i 
cutta, 18, 1767 (Signed} WILLIAM BOLTS. 


The Prefident’s Minute. 


“This addrefs to the honourable Court of Directors, which is now before vou, is, 
in my opinion, the moft convincing proof that could be brought of the propriety 
and neceflity of the Committee’s rciolutions regarding Mr. Bolts. The mifreprefen- 
tations and falfhoods that fill this production, appear too obvious to require being 
particularly pointed out. In regard to the invectives levelled againft me, I flatter 
myfelf that my principles, my character, and my conduct, are too well known to 
the whole fettlement to give room for the leaft belief of the truth of one of them. 

For my reafons for bringing the complaints againft Nobkiffen before the Select 
Committee, I muft beg leave to refer you to my Minutes on that occafion, which 
are entered on the face of their proceedings. 

But as amongft the numerous falfities in Mr. Belts’s letter, there happen to be two 
faéts, which he has artfully mifreprefented and obfcured, I muft intrude upon your 
patience whilft I give a plain recital of them. 

You may remember, gentlemen, that in confequence of the refolutions of the Se- 
lečt Committee, Ramnaut was to be delivered up to the government, to be made ac- 
countable for the numberlefs extortions and villanies he had been guilty*of at Maulda, 
and other places in the governments jurifdiction. 

Mr. Bolts inferts in his letter that Ramnaut, during his confinement, had no de- 
mands made upon him, except for fome falt, and for a parcel of boats, which had 
been fold him by me upon very ee terms. 

I allow that Ramnaut did purchafe thefe articles belonging*to me; but that the 
terms on my part were advantageous, or that a fingle demand was made upon him 


on my account during his confinement, I do moft folemnly deny. 


The cafe was as follows : 

Ramnaut, fome tine fince, employed a relation of his to purchafe, under a feigned 
name, a quantity of falt, which I had configned to Mr. Barwell at Maulda; by the 
fame method, he bought of my Banian a parcel of boats, which I hadebefore puer- 
cchafed of Mr. Burdett at a lefs price than I had given for them, though they were 
n a much better condition when I fold them than when I bought them. When the 
„money for thefe things was demanded; Ramnaut declared himfelf the purchafer, but 
pleaded poverty, at claimed my protection, that he might be enabled to raife the 


mmoncy. By 
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By this villainous artifice he was in hopes to have fcreened himfelf from thę 
power of the government, and to have evaded reftitution of the money he had ex- 
torted from the natives. But, on the contrary, it was my repeated requeft to the 
miniers that they would make him accountable for every rupee of his extortions 
from the unhappy people at Maulda, who had been ruined by his villainy; and I 
pofitively forbid ga. y demands being made upon my account, until full and ample re- 
ftitution had been ctained for the fufferers. 

Of the truth of his relation I call upon the minifters, upon Mr. Sykes, and F 
could name many oters to bear teftimouy ; a teftimony which muft entirely overfet 
Mr. Bolts’s affertion, that Ramnaut was confined at the city upon account of the 
debt he owed me: nay I can go {till farther; I can declare upon honour that I have 
not yet received a fingle rupee, or rupee’s worth, of the debt; nor will I receive any, 
untill all the unhappy fufferers by Ramnaut’s extortion, whom I cannot,too much 
compaffionate, are fully indemnified. 

In regard to the queftion which Mr. Bolts has put for me to Ramnaut, about the 
Denagepore -Zemindars, he, as the author, can only anfwer its that I was not, I fo- 
Femnly declare. I never had any concerns at Dinagepore, nor do I know that Ram- 
naut had any, except fome extortions he was guilty of; and I very likely might have 
afked him, Whether he had made reftitution ? 

Another affertion of Mr. Bolts’s I cannot but reply to, in vindication of my cha- 
racter. He fays, that when Gocul Sonar preferred his complaints at the general 
quarter feffions, in a petition to the grand jury, it is remarkable that I, the then 
chief juftice upon the bench, put the paper into my pocket ; and he affigns a rea- 
fon, that I declare never occurred to me : on the jury fending the petition into the 
court, it was as well my opinion as that of the other gentlemen upon the bench, 
that it ought to be referred for trial to the court of Zemindarry, where all criminal 
eaufes betwixt native and native, when no Bıitifh life or property is concerned, have 
ufually been tried. It was in confequence of this opinion referred to the Zemindar, 
whofe proceedings thereupon have already been reported to you, and where the in- 
famy ef the profecution, fo warmly efpoufed by Mr. Bolts, fo plainly appears. 

My opinion in this method of juftice is not, as Mr. Bolts endeavours to infinuate, 
particular in this inftance; my fentiments therein ftand*recorded long fince upon 
the face of the Confultations. z 

I now leave to you, gentlemen, to take fuch notice of this infult upon the perfon 
aud character of your Prefident as you may deem neceffary for the fupport of his 
government. I forbear giving my own opinion, as Mr. Bolts has already declared 
that all the refolutions againft him have been formed entirely by me. 


Fort William, Nov. 5, 1767. 
(Signed) HARRY VERELST. 


The feveral letters from Mr. Bolts, and the Prefident’s Minute, in reply to thofe 
parts of the above letters, which relate to himf If, being attentively confidered,— 

Refolved, unanimoufly, that we exprefs in the ftrong.ft terms to the Prefident our 
entire approbation of his conduct in the whole caurfe of the proceedings relative to 
Mr. Bolts, and the keeneft refentment of this Board at the infolent and libellous at- 
tack on his chara¢ter and ftation, as well as the infult offered toour authority, and to 
this government, from the factious attempt of an inccndiary to fow the feeds of jea- 
loufy and diftruft in our Council, to difturb theeharmony and confidence that fo hap- 


pily fubfifted among the feveral members of the Board, and to deftroy thofe pra 
Cc whic 
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which the public confeffedly enjoy under the mild and upright adminiftration į of 
our honourable Governor. 

Refolved, That we fupport with all our weight and influence the juft and _necef- 
fary exercife of the Governor’s authority, and the authority of the Board, for the 
pictervation of peace, order, and tranquility in this fettlement, aid throughout the 
honourable Company’s pofleffions in * Bengal; and that we punifh, to the utmoft ex- 
tent of our power, the unparalleled endeavours of Mr. Bolts to fap the foundation 
of all govcrnment, to fubvert, by the faétious cry of liberty, he principles of fub- 
ordination, and to loo.en all thofe facred ties whereby men are v sited together. 

Refolved, That our former orders to Mr. Bolts for proceeding to England fhall 
be reptated ; and that in cafe of difobedience to, and contempt of our authority, 
his perfon fhall be feized, and forcibly fent home a prifoner in one of the fhips of 
this feafon,—And laftly it is 

Refolved, That the feveral letters written by Mr. Bolts fhall be entered after this 
confultation, and tranfmitted.to the honourable Court of Directors, as the ftrongeít 
proof that can be exhibited of the neceffity of the meafures we have purfued for the 
fupport of government, and the moft abfolute conviction to our honourable matters, 
that unlefs they will vindicate their own authority, as cxercifed in, unavoidable acts 
by their reprefentatives in India, and affert the privileges of their royal charter, their 
fettlements and government muft infallibly be precipitated into anarchy and confufion. 

It is farther agreed, That we fully exprefs our fentiments on this important fubject 
in our nxt advices to the honourable the Court of Directors. 


Mr. Fflover lays before the Board the following minute upon the above fubject : 

As Mr. Bolts, in his letter to the Count of Directors, has placed a part of my 
conduét in a falfe point of view, I think it a piece of juftice due tomy own reputa- 
tion, to lay before you, gentlemen, the matter on which he treats, in its real hght ; 
left mv honourable matters fhould deem me guilty of an impropriety of conduct, 
when I onlv inadvertently committed a miftake. 

In the ronth of March left, when I was the aéting juftice and Zemindar, the Pre- 
fident delivered to me a complaint which had been preferred to the grand jury at the 
quarter feffions, by one Gocul Sonar againft Nobkiffen, and defied me to enquire 
into it as Zemindar. I did fo; but, on attefling the depcfitions which had been taken 
by me, I figned them as juftice of the peace, initead of Zemindar. I was not fenfible 
of the miitake until the next morning, when I acquainted the Prefident with it; 
and, as a confirmation thereof, referred him to the officers of the Cwtcherry, who 
were the onl’ perfons made ufe of by me, during the whole courfe of the enquiry. 
My feport to the Prefi tent, which has been laid berore this Board, and the records of 
the court of Zem'ndarry, wiil, I hope, fufhciently evince, that I acted therein in the 
judicial cepacity of Zemindar only, aid mt as one of his majeity’s juflices of the 
peace. Bairwhen I confider the tenor of Mr. Bolts’s conduct,-I am not furprifed 
to find him willing to fupport himfclf bv evcry p cce of artifice he can devile. 

Lyver m mber of this Board, who has aéicd in rhefe two off ces, (which have ge- 
nerall e centered in one perfor) muft be fcnfibl. that complaints are often made at 
t e fame time, fome of wh'ch requie the exertion of a Zemindar’s authority, aid 
other arc cegniz. b'e onh by a juitie ot the j ceace. Infuch a §tuation, can a mif- 
t he be won fered at; and can any unprejudiced penon, upon a review of thife cir- 
cum nec , corclude that I have been inten ionall * culpable ? 

Fiol m ds declare it v as a miftake, occafior ed in the manner herein related; and, 
I truf, cl at the honourable the Courtof Directors, upon a confideration of Mr. Bolts’s 
cenduct, sill be inclined to credit this decliration in preference to his infinuations. 


A di s Pe tots No. š y 
PES a — Saeed CHARLES FFLOYER: 
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No. 112. 


Extract of the, Select Gommittee’s letter to Colonel Smith, dated Fort William, 
November 17th, 1767. 


The Committee have recommended to the Prefident the taking effectual fteps 
for removing Mor fieur Gentil and his affociates from the court and councils ot 
Sujah al Dowlah, v'hich we hope to effeét without laying a difagreeable reftraint on 
the Nabob’s inclinations. The meafure becomes neceflary, but we are defirous of 
obferving on this, as upon all other occafions, the moft punctilious delicacy sowards 


his highnefs. 
No. 113. 


Extract of General Smith's letter to the Select Committee, dated December 
' Wits, 1767. 


The nature of the intelligence tranfmitted from Calcutta, by Sujah al Dowlah’s 
Vakeel, is withôut limits; the Nabob is almoft as fully acquainted with the parlia- 
mentary proceedings, concerning the Company’s affairs, as I am. How far the 
importance and dignity of the Company, and the weight and influence of admini- 
{tration are Icffened in his efteem by this communication, may be cafily conceived. 
Whilft a Vakeel is fo eafy and fo fure a channel to communicate intelligence, few 
men will be found fo hardy as to maintain a dircét correfpondence with the Nabob ; 
but there is a man who has obliquely offered fo great an -infult to our Prefidenr, 
that, was I prefent at the Board, I would move for the exertion of our authority 
to the utmoft extent, to free the fettlement from fo dangerous an inhabitant. I 
mean Mr. Bolts: andthe enclofed copy of a letterto Moufieur Gentil, (the original is 
in my pofieffion) refiding in Sujah al Dowlah’s court, whcrein he afferts an abtolute 
falfhood, which tends to leffen that effential dignity and neceffary influence of our 
Prefident, is furcly deferving of your fevereft refentment. Nor is this the only 
letter he wrote ; for the Nabob acquainted a perfon of undoubted honour, that Mr. 
Bolts had wrote the fame to Meer Mufhallah, formerly phyfician and confidant of 
Coffim Ally, from whom the Nabob heard ir. Hereafter, I may lay before you 
other proofs of the extent of the intelligence communicated through the Vakeel. 


No. 114. 


Etrad of a letter from Mr. William Bolts to Mr. Gentil, dated Calcutta, 
‘June 19th, 1767. 


Vai écrit une lettre au Navab 4 qui je vous prie de faire mê tres humble ref- 
pects : nous avone eu un vaiifeau d'Europe Anglois, et un autre François: les 
affaires de notre Compagne font dans une grande agitation devant le Roi and le 
parlement d'Angleterre ; cr felon les Jetrres que j’ai regu il a grande apparance qui 
mon Affocié Moafieur Johnftore viendra Geuverneur de la part du Rei. Je ferai 
charmé dv reccvoir de temps en temps de ves nouvelles qui fuis avec une parfait 
coafidération, 

Mon cher Monficur, 
Votre tres humble Servireur, 
GUILLAUME BOLTS.” 
Ces iNo. 


. 
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No. 115. 


Extra of a letter from Mr. Maddifon to Mr. Verelft, dated Allah-gbad, 
November 26th, 1767. 


As the fleet of boats, I mentioned in my laft, left Patna a day or two after I had 
the honour of tranfmitting you an account of them, your orders there will probably 
arrive too late; but as there are more fleets to be difpatched, the} will certainly be in 
time for them. 

During my ftay at Faiz-abad, I cafually got into my hands a letter from Mr. Bolts 
to Monfieur Gentil, in his own writing; where, befides fome other circumftances, 
(which are not perhaps unexceptionable) he acquaints him, that ** the affairs of the 
<¢ Company were in great agitation before the King and parliament; and that, ac- 
<c” cording to the letters he had received, there was great appearance that his affociate, 
« Mr. Johnftone, would come out governor on the part of the King.” Finding from 
the letter, &c. that he had wrote to the Nabob, I fet myfelf to difcover the contents of 
that letter, but in vain. At lat I took occafion, one day, when th¢ Nabob was en- 
quiring what news from Europe, to tell him, that we had no news which could be 
depended on ; and that the intelligence Mr. Bolts had communicated to him, con- 
cerning Mr. Johnftone’s coming out governor on the part of the King, was certainly 
erroneous. He anfwered me with precipitation, “‘ No, no, he did not write it to me, 
« he wrote it to Meer Mufhallah, and I had it from him.” I delivered the letter to 
Colonel Smith, and fuppofe he has, ere this, acquainted you fully of this matter. 

Permit me, however, to fuggeft to you another channel of intelligence to the Na- 
bob, which Mr. Bolts has been inftrumenta! in forming, and which {till remains open, 
I mean his Armenian Gomaftahs. He had one at Faiz-abad, Coja Rafael; another 
at Beinares, Coja Melcombe; and a third near Ghazipore, Coja Gregory ; thefe 
people have been perpetually filling the country and the Nabob’s court with lying 
tumours ; have reported that Mr. Bolts was returning to Benares with greater power 
than before, that he was even fet out, and a varicty of other falfhoods, in order to 
iniflead the Nabob, and be& anfwer their own purpofes. Coja Melcqmbe, in par- 
ticular, had a conftant correfpondenee at Calcutta; and I have intelligence, which I 
believe may be depended on, that he has lately reported at the Nabob’s court, ‘ that 
‘© he was going to enter into Mr. Rumbold’s fervice, or had entered into jt, and would 
“« bring a letter from the Council, that no Englifh Gomaftah fhould be licenfed ex- 
« cept hirafelf;” every circumftance of which 1s utterly falfe, and the news is not 
four da's old. The Armenians, indicd, in general, feem to have adopted a fyftem 
cf xing themfelves in the Nabob’s dominions, as they were formerly at Murfhed-abad ; 
and tl ough the Nabob has, on account of fome of their mal-pgactices, forbid them 
H's province, yet, as Englifh Gomaftahs, he is, perhaps, cautious of expelling them. 
How far this circumftance may be worthy of your attention, you will be the moft 
proj er udge; but, as a fact, I thought it neceffary to lay it before you. 

I leirni a circumftance at Ben4res, concerning Mr. Bolts’s manner of paffing his 
fl c s, which may not be improper to communicate ; he procured, laft year, a confi- 
der.Lle number of Duftucks from Mr. Middleton, for faltpetre, fincal, &c. and as 
fon c of thefe Duftucks have lately been feen in Coja Melcombe’s hands, it is pro- 
bable he avails him({elf of thele. 
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No. 116- 


Extrad of a letter from the Prefident and Council of Fort William, in Bengal, 
to the Court of Direétors, dated December 10th, 1767. 


We are now come toa fubjeét which calls for your moft ferious confideration : it re- 
lates to the condué& of Mr. William Bolts, lately in your fervice, and we think it 
proper to introduce it here, as it requires a full exertion of the privileges granted in the 
royal charter to you, ind delegated to your reprefentatives in India, to reprefent, in a 
proper manner, the infult given to our government in the perfon of our Prefident, and 
the daring attempt not only to leffen our influence in the country, whereby your ittereft 
would infallibly fuffer, but alfo to deftroy that harmony which now fo happily pre- 
vails in your councils. Thefe purpofes, fo unnatural to a Britifh fubject, who had 
acquired an opulent fortune in your fervice *, Mr. Bolts has attempted to effect by per- 
fonal addrefles to our Board, and fecret correfpondences carried on through the means 
of Armenian’ agents, at the courts of Sujah al Dowlah, and of other princesy. 

We acquainted you, in our laft letter, that, in confequence of a refolution taken by 
the Select Committec regarding Mr. Bolts, we had fent him pofitive orders to return 
to Europe this feafon. Some time after, we received a long letter from Chinfura, at 
which place he frequently refided for fome time paft, informing us, with much free- 
dom of ftvle, that, if we would take his concerns, and thofe of his conftituents, off his 
hands, he would comply with our directions. 

The infolence of his reply induced us not only to repeat our orders, but, on his return 
to town, to forbid him quitting the colony until the time of his embarkation arrived ; 
in defiance of which he immediatcly withdrew from the Prefidency, and returned to 
Chinfura, from whence he {fentusa moft infulting letter, refleéting upon the character 
of our Prefident, and of feveral of the members of our Board. ‘This was accompanied 
by a long addrefs to you, the abfurdity and malice of which is too evident to require 
any ftri€tures from us; we fhall therefore forward it without remarks a number in the 
packet. The meaturcs we had recourfe to on this occafion were thefe; firft, unani- 
moufly to affure the Prefident, that we approved of the whole of his conduct, during 
the courfe of his proceedings with regard to Mr. Bolts, ahd that we entertained the 
warmeft refentment againft Mr. Bolts for prefuming upon fo libellous and unjuft an 
attack upon the character of our Governor $ ; and next to determine on repeating our 
peremptory orders to him to proceed to Europe without delay ; with which if he re- 
fufes compliance, we fhall feize him by force, and fend him prinser on one of the 
fhips of this feafon. The expediency of fulfilling this refolution becomes more evident 
from the intelligence which we have fince received of his informing *Tonficar Gentil, a 
Frenchman at the court of Sujah al Dowlah, by letter, thar the Company’s affairs in 
[Surope were in the utmoft contufion ; and that his afluciate Mr. Johntlo c, as ke terms 
him, would be appointed Governor here on the part of his majctiv. An a'tetted copy 
of this letter appears qn our Confultations, and the original is now in the hands of Col. 
Smith. Several other letters to different people in power at the Elindoflan courts have 
been feen. 


Mr. Bolts was little more than fix years a fervant to the Company in Bengal, daring which he ac- 


quired a fortune of 90,0001.—Vide Confiderations, p. 12. 
+ Appendix, p.z04. No. 115. &c. &e. } Appendix, p. 201 and 202. 
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No. 117. 


Extratt of a letter from the Sele Committee to Colonel Smith, dated Fort 
William, December 22d, 1767. 


We very much approve of the information you have fent us, regarding Mr. Bolts’s 
conduct in the carrying on a correfpondence with Monfieur Gentil at the court of 
Sujah al Dowlah, and have laid the fame before the Council ; whofe fentiments, as 
well as ours, we with pleafure obferve, entirely concur withf/thofe you have ex- 
prefied on that fubject. We requeit you will ufe your endeavours with the Nabob, 
to remove Mr. Bolts’s Gomaftahs from his dominions. 


No. 1138. 


Extract of a letter from General Smith to Mr. Verei, dated Meer Abzuls’ 
March 9th, 1768. 


After the very ftrong reprefentations made by Sujah al Dowlah to me, concerning 
#rc.cmians and other Gomaftahs, you will be furprifed when I tell you, that to one 
of thofe very men whom, two months fince, he intended to chafe from the country 
by a guard of Englifh Sepoys, he has lately granted a penfion of three hundred * 
rupees per month. I have heard that + Purfect Roy has fome communication with 
t Coja Petrufe. 

No. 119. 


Extra of a letter jrom Capt. Harper to Mr. Verelff, dated Fuaiz-abad, 
March 20th, 1768. 


His excellency defired me to Acquaint you, that he efteems himfelf much obliged 
for the care you are at to prevent any perfons taking on them the Englifh name to the 
prejudice of his fervants. His excellency’s reply to your letter I have juft reccived, 
and now inclofe. Coja Rafael, the § Armenian, was lately taken into the Nabob’s 
fervice, through the influence of the phyfician Meer Mufhallah,and allowed three hun- 
dred * rupees per month. I fhall take particular care, to fee that his excellency’s order 
for fending the two Armenians away be properly enforced. 


No. 120. 


Extract of ditto, dated Faiz-abad, March 29th, 1763. 


I had the honour to addrefs you on the 2oth inftant, on thg fubjeé& of the Arme- 
nians, and enclofing a ftatement of the Nabob’s military forec. I am now to acquaint 
vou, that his exccilency being informed that the two Armenians, Rafael and Efteven, 
intended, inftead of complying with his orders to yo down, to remove from hence to 
Ferruck-abad, - applicd to me the day before yefterday for a guard to apprehend them. 
1 immediately fent Scpovs, and the Armenians are now in cuftody. His excellency 
has deured me to let them remain ten days to ictrle their bufinefs, and then fend them 
pruencrs to Patha, which I thall accordingly do. 

47h lór Sujah al Dowlah’s Vakcel at Calcutta. 

f A principal Armenian inhabitant of Calcutta, mentioned in the cafe of Parfeek Arratoon ; fee 
Introdution, p. 24. and brother to Coja Gregore, one of Meer Coffim’s mof cétive generals, in his war 
with the Englifh in the year 1763. . 

One of Mr. Bolts’s agents, now in England. 


No, 
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No. 121. 


Copy of a letter from Mr. Verelft to Mr. William Bolts, dated Calcutta, March 
31%, 1768. 
SIR 


I haye receivecP your letter of the 3oth inftant, and am to acquaint you that I 
know of no orders for impeding the bufinefs of your Gomatitahs in particular, in the 
dominions of Sujah al Dowlah or Bulwant Sing. Repeated complaints have been 
received from thofe two princes of the oppreffive conduct of Gomaftahs taking the 
Englifh name and carrying on trade in their countries. The honourable Company 
have been pleafed to exprefs their orders for the pofitive prohibition to their fervants of 
all trade whatever in thofe provinces, and the Pretidency of Fort William have refolved 
to put a ftop to it in future, by a recall of all fuch Gomaftahs. How far, er by what 
right, your Gomaftahs can be allowed to continue there after the time already allotted 
you forthe adjuftment of your concerns, muft be determiined by the government here. 


I am your moft obedient fervant 


(Signed) H. VERELST. 
No. 122. 


Extrat of a letter from Mr. Verelfi to Mr. William Bolts, dated Calcutta, 
April goth, 1768. 
SIR, 

I have your letters of the 2d and 7th inftant, and am again to repeat to you that the 
refolutions taken and the orders given for recalling the Englifh Gomaftahs in the domi- 
nions of Sujah al Dowlah and Bulwant Sing, were general, net particular; but that as 
the names of fuch perfons came to my knowledge, it became neceflary to point them 
our. 

No. 122. 


Extraét of Fort Willium Confultations, dated the 4th May, 1768. 


Colonel Smith delivers the following minute: 

Colonel Smith having perufed the Proceedings of the Select Committee, as well as 
the Retolutions of Council, concerning Mr. Bolts, he now takes this firft opportunity of 
expreffing in perfon to the Board, thofe fentiments he wrote to the Seleét Committee in 
his letter of December 11th, 1967*. It appears fiom the Confultations of the sth of 
November, 1767 +, that you determined to repeat the former orders for Mr. Bolts to 
proceed to England; and, in cafe of difobedience to thofe orders and contempt of \ our 
authority, that his pezion fhould be feized, and fent home prifoner in one of the fhips 
of laft feaion. 

I have carefully examined your records, in order to Cilcover if the pofterior conduét 
of Mr. Bolts had beén fuch as to induce you to poftpone your former tefolution, but 
find your refolution flands unrevoked and unex *cuted. 

It appears alfo trom the Proceedings of the Se'eét Committee, that Mr. Bolts, ever 
fince your refolution of the 5th November, has been correfponding with the country 
powers; this correfpondence is wifely and exprefly prohibitcd to individuals by the 
orders of our honour. ble maftcrsf=. If vou had not already entered into a refolution of 
fending Mr. Bolts to Europe, moft undoubtedly I would have made fuch a motion; 
but when I read an tnanimous decree of your Board tor taking fuch nieafurcs on this 


Appendix, p. 203. No. 113. + Appendix, p. zo: and zoz. f Introduction, sp. 38. 
occafion 
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dccafion as appear abfolutely neceflary for the public fervice, I cannot but conjure 
you, gentlemen, to enforce obedience to your refolutions, to fupport the dignity of 
government; for, fhould we fuffer Mr. Bolts with impunity to bid defiance to our au- 
thority, the confequences are fo very obvious, that to mention thém is unnecédflary. 
I do therefore move, That the refolution of the Board of the 5th November, 1767, 

all be carried into execution, and, in cafe of difobedience to your urders on the part 
of Mr. Bolts, that he fhall pofitively be fent prifoner to Europe on the firt fhip which. 
fhall be difpatched from this Prefidency. 


(Signed) RICHARD SMITH. 


The Board ftill adhere to their former refolution of fending Mr. Bolts to Eng- 
land,—— 

It is therefore Agreed and Refolved, That he fhall be {ent to England by the firft fhip. 
that is difpatched this feafon.. 


No. 124. 


Copy of a letter from Mahomed Reza Gawn (acting minifter to the Nabob of 
Bengal) to. Mr. Verei ; inclofing Mr. Bolts’s Proclamation. Recorded on 
Fort William Confultations, the 15th of Auguff, 1768. 


Coja Rafiel and Coja Eftevan, two Armenians, who were under the cuftody of 
Captain Harper, and fent by him to Colonel Barker, and by the Colonel delivered to 
Maha Rajah Seetabroy, and by Seetabroy conducted hither to me, are now at Mur- 
fhed-abad. Mr. Bolts iffues a writing in the ftyle of a public order, or proclamation, 
to all ranks of people; and affixes his feal upon the face thereof, in manner of a Fir- 
maun, and fends it hither. The fenfe of it is, that whofoever fhall imprifon or mo- 
left the aforefaid Armenians, fhall be anfwerable for all his ballances and outftanding- 
concerns. A copy of the writing is inclofed for your perufal, andthe original is de- 
pofited with Mr. Sykes. I cannot comprehend what Mr. Bolts could propofe by fuch 
a writing. The Armenians are both here; confequently, what Mr. Bolts has written 
ts direétly levelled at the Nizam, (Nabob) and the executive officers of the govern- 
ment acting under me; and there never was an inftance yet of any one who wrote 
in {fuch a ftyłe to the Nizam, and the officers of the government. 


Copy of a PROCLAMATION under Mr. Bolts’s Hand and Seal. 


“ BE IT KNOWN AND SIGNIFIED— Whereas I have appointed Coja Rafael Ufannes 
s Padry to collect my ballances and outftanding debts, and to get*together all my con- 
‘© cerns in trade, which are now difperfed abroad in divers places. ‘The aforefaid per- 
‘¢ fon will collect in the ballances from the feveral Affammies, ccording to juftice 
« and equity, and will alfo get together and bring away all fuch concerns in trade 
“ as are there outftanding on my account. Whoever, therefore, fhall, without caufe 
‘¢ or pretence, impede and hinder this bufinefs, or any way moleft the aforefaid per- 
‘¢ fon, he {hall become refponfible for my ballances and outftanding concerns, and I 
« will take due accountof my affairs from him. I have written this by way of de- 


« claration.” - A 
(Signed) WILLIAM BOLTS. (L. 5S.) 
No. 
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No. 125. 
Extraé of Fort William Confultations, dated Auguft 26th, 1765. 


The Prefident acquainted the Board, as a farther proof of the mifconduét of Mr. 
Bolts, that Mr. Bhber, when fub-fecretary, had reported to him that Mr. Bolts, in- 
ftead of duly exctucing the covenants fent out by the Company, prohibiting any of 
their fervants receiving prefents, did elude their orders, and, inftead of executing 
them himfelf, employed a writer to fign his name for him, who was alfo one of the 
fubfcribinge witnetles to the deed. 

The Board calling upon Mr. Baber to give his information in this point, he ac- 
‘quainted them as follows :—When I was fub-fecretary, Mr. Bolts came tq me at the 
fecretary’s office in the council houfe, and after telling me he had fomething of im- 
portance to fay to me, he took me afide, and afked me, ‘** if I could let him fee his 
** covenants fent out by the Company, prohibiting their fervants accepting prefents ; 
<€ to which I replied I could.” He then defired me to go into a room where there 
were not any gentlemen writing ; I took him into the council room, and after fhew- 
ing him his covenants, he requetted me, in-the moft earneft manner, ** to execute them 
“< afre/b;” alledging, as a reafon for making this requeft, ‘* that the figning was not 
“ his own but his writer’s ; and this circumnftance was known to Mr. Sage, who he 
** was apprehenfive would make it public.” I told him, “ it was not in my power 
*€ to grant him {fuch a requet,” and peremptorily refufed him; after this denial he 
then requefted, ** I weuld keep this matter a profound fecret ; I told him, ‘ as lon 
** as I could do it confiftently with my duty to my employers I would; but if it 
<< fhould ever be of confequence to difclofe this matter I muft look upon this pro- 
* mile to be void.” 


No. 126. 
Extra of Fort William Confultations, dated September gth, 1768. 


Mr. Baber delivered in his information upon oath as follows : 

That in or about the month of September, which was in the year of our Lord 
3766, he, the faid Edward Baber, being then fub-fecretary to the faid United Com- 
pany’s Prefidegt and Council at Fort William, in Bengal aforefaid, William Bolts of 
Calcutta, at Fort William in Bengal aforc!aid, came to him the faid Edward Baber 
at the fecretary’s office in the Council-houfe at Calcutta aforefaid, and then and there 
told him the faid Edward Baber, that he the faid William Bolts had fomething of 
importance to fay to him the faid Edward Baber, and then the faid William Bolts 
took the faid Edward, Baber afide, and afked, if he cou!d let him, the faid William 
Bolts, fee hts covenants, meaninz the deed of covenants made, or mentioned to be 
madc, between him the faid William Bolts of the one part, and the faid United Com- 
pany of merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies, of the other part, and 
bearing date on or about the goth day of May, which was in the year of our Lord 
1765, and which was fent out from England by the faid United Company, in order 
to prohibit their fervants from accepting of prefents from any of the Nabobs or other 
princes in India, &c. to which the faid Edward Eater anfwered he could ; whereupon, 
the faid William Bolts, defired him the faid Edward Baber, to go with hjm the faid 
William Bolts, into a room where there were*nor any gentlemen writing, upon 
which he, the faid Edward Baber, went with the kid William Bolts into the Council- 
room, and then and there fhewed him the faid William Bolts, the faid decd of cove 
nants ; whereupon, the faid William Bolts requefte@ him the faid Edward Baber 

1) in 
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in the moft earneft manner, to permit him the faid William Bolts, to execute that 
deed afrefh, or over again, and to allow him the faid William Bolts, to take the faid 
deed home with him for that purpofe, meaning to his the faid Walliam Bolts’ own 
houfe, wherein he then lived, at Calcutta aforefaid, alledging, the reafon for making 
that requeft, that the fiening was not bis own, but bis writer's; meaning, that the name 
of him the faid William Bolts, as it then appeared to be figned and wrote, or fet and 
fubfcribed to the faid deed, was not of bis the faid William Bolts’s own proper hand 
writing, but that the fame was figned and wrote, or fet and fubicribed, by his the faid 
Willitm Bolts’s writer; and that the circumffance, or faé?, was known by Mr. Sage, 
meaning one Ifaac Sage, who was then in the fervice of the faid United Company, 
who the faid William Bolts faid be was apprebenfive would make it public, and turn it to 
the prejudice of him the faid William Bolts, or expreffed himfelf in words to that or the 
like purport or effect ; whereupon, the faid Edward Baber then told him the faid 
William Bolts, that it was notin the power of him the faid Edward Baber, to grant 
or comply with the beforementioned requeft of the faid William Bolts ;- upon which, 
the faid William Bolts made ufe of feveral arguments, in order to induce and pre- 
vail upon him the faid Edward Baber to grant or comply with the faid William 
Bolts’ beforementioned requeft, amongft other things infinuating, that it might be done 
without ever coming to the knowledge of the Prefident, or any of the Council at Fort Wil- 
liam in Bengal aforefaid; whereupon the faid Edward Baber, in order to free him- 
felf from any farther importunities of him the faid William Bolts, then told the faid 
William Bolts, that he the faid Edward Baber was of a different opinion, and alfo that 
he thought it inconfiftent with his duty; but in cafe he the faid William Bolts had a 
mind, they would go and confult Mr. Campbell upon it, meaning one Alexander 
Campbell, then in Calcutta aforefaid, in the fervice of the faid United Company, 
and who was a particular friend and acquaintance of him the faid William Bolts ; but 
he the faid William Bolts then rejeéted that offer or propofal, and begged that the 
faid Alexander Campbell might not be made acquainted with the before mentioned 
affair or tranfaction, whereupon the faid Edward Baber peremptorily refufed to per- 
mit the faid William Bolts to execute the faid deed afrefh, or over again, or to allow 
him to carry the fame home with him to his the faid William Bolts’ own houfe for 
that purpofe ; and thereupon the faid William Bolts moft importunately folicited him 
the faid Edward Baber to keep the before mentioned matter or tranfaciton a profound fecret, 
upon which the faid Edward Baber then and there told the faid Wilkam Bolts, that 
fo long as he could keep it a fecret confiftently with his duty to his employers, mean- 
ing the faid United Company and their Prefident and Council at Fort William afore- 
faid, he would, but if it fhould be of confequence to difcover that matter or tranf- 
action, the faid Edward Baber would look upon that promife to be void, and incon- 
fiftent with his duty to his before mentioned emplovers. ) 


No. 127. 


Copy of a Paper affixed to the door of the Council houfe at Calcutta, betweer: 
the 5th and the 19th September, 176% 


‘To the Pt Bic. 


Mr. Boits takes this method of informing the public, that the want of a printing 
prefs in this city being of great difadvantage in bufinefs, and making it extremely 
dificult to communicate {uch Jntelligence tothe community as is of the utmoft im- 
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portance to every Britifh fubject, he is ready to give the beft encouragement to any 
pérfon or perfons who are verfed in the bufinefs of printing, and will undertake to 
manage a prefs, the types and utenfils of which he can produce. 

In the mean ime he begs leave to inform the public that, having in manufcript 
many things tc communicate, which moft intimately concern every individual, any 
perfon, who mzy be induced by curiofity, or other more laudable motives, will be 
permitted, at Mr. Bolts’ houfe, to read or take copies of the fame; a perfon will give 
due attendance at the houfe from ten to twelve every morning. 


No. 128. 
Extra& of Fort William Confultations, dated September 13th, 1768. 


The Board came to the following refolution : 

Mr. William Bolts having obftinately refufed complying with our frequent and 
repeated orders to return to England; having perfifted to infult our authority and 
government, and to fubvert the principles of fubordination; having aggravated every 
circumftance of his conduct, which is ftrongly pointed out and reprefented in our 
Confultations of sth November, 1767, and which then made us deem it neceflary, 
for the fupport of our authority, and for the prefervation of the peace, order, and 
-tranquility of this fettlement, and throughout the honourable Company’s poffeffions 
in Bengal, to refolve on feizing his perfon, and forcibly fending him home, it became 
more particularly incumbent on the Board to enforce thefe orders ;— 

And it is accordingly Agreed and Refolved, to fend Mr. Bolts home a prifoner on 
board the Valentine, if he refufes to comply with our orders; and Captain Purvis 
having expreffed to the Prefident fome doubts how far he may be made refponfible 
for the execution of fuch a meafure, Mr. Bolts having already ferved Captain, Purvis 
with a proteft againft taking him on board the Valentine, the Board, in order to re- 
move every apprehenfion which Captain Purvis feems to entertain of the confequence 
of detaining him, do farther Agree, as the agents and reprefentatives of the Com- 
pany, to give Captain Purvis an indemnification for his fatisfaction, and from that 
contideration only, as they are well convinced of the legality of fuch a meafure, that 
it will meet with the approbation of the honourable the Court of Directors, as well 
as thofe fimilar meafures which were taken in the year 1766, with regard to the of- 
ficers who refigned and were fent home. 





No. 129. 


Captain Robert Coxe’s Report to the Board, in refpeét to his taking charge of 
Mr. Bolts. | 

Calcutta, Sept. 23d, 1763. . 
That finding the doors open he went up ftairs, and found Mr. Bolts alone, and 
fhewing him the Board’s order Mr. Bolts faid he would not leave his houfe unlefs 
Captain Coxe made him a prifoner and forced him; the Captain telling bim he 
was glad to finì him fo well prepared to leave the place, he {faid he had expected 
he fhould be torced away, and had been very bufy in getting himfelf in readinefs. 

Atter this Captain Coxe thinking he made a very unneceffary delay, and fearin 
he intended to procure himfelf to be arrefted for debt, defired him to make dif- 
patch, upon which he again faid he would hot go unlefs Captain Coxe forced him. 
Whereupon the Captain called two Sepoys, who put their hands on his fhoulder 
by his own-defire, faying, he would og go if they did not take hold of pe he 
d 2 then 
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then came down ftairs, defiring fome gentlemen prefent to sake notice that he was 
forced out of»bis houfe. Captain Coxe adds, that Mr. Bolts was, in every refpéct, 
prepared for this order, having his books and papers in great form, which he de- 
livered to his attornies, telling them, that every thing was fo plain they could not 
miftake, obferving that plain directions were given as to fuch dc bts as they were 
to pet in. 

No. 130. 


Extra& of an additional Letter from the Prefident and Council at Fort William, 
in Bengal, to the Court of Di eétors, dated September 24th, 1768, and Jent 
by the Valentine. 


We begeleave to add a circumftance relative to Mr. Bolts, that has happened 
fince clofing our difpatches. We informed you in our letter, we had directed him 
to be fent by force to England, if he refufed to comply with our orders; we ima- 
poa he did refufe to comply with them, and Captain Robert Coxe wads ordered to 
eize him with a guard, and carry him on board the Cuddalore fchooner, which 
was prepared to receive him and his neceflaries, but was particularly cautioned 
that, in performing this fervice, he fhould force no doors, locks, or windows, and 
ufe as little violence as the nature of the cafe would admit. Mr. Bolts has been 
accordingly conduéted on board the Cuddalore fchooner, and is now proceeding to 
be embarked on board the Valentine, in order to be fent to England; and we mutt 
beg leave to obferve to you, gentlemen, that it appears, from the whole tenor 
of his conduét, that his aim has been to reduce us to the neceffity of taking this 
meafure ; he had prepared himfelf for the voyage ; and he had, we are informed, 
all his papers and every thing neceflary ready, in order to embark, when he was 
feized by Captain Coxe. 





—_-_e_—__— —_—_—_-——__ 





On the REVENUES. 
No. 131. 


To the Right Honourable Lord Clive, Prefident and Governor, Sc. Gentlemen of 
the Select Committee. 


My Lorp AND GENTLEMEN, Calcutta, Sept. 13th, 1765, 


‘In confequence of your appointment of me to the Supra-viferfhip of the Burdwan 
affairs, I immediately applied myfelf to the examination of the accounts of the reve- 
nues of that country, as far as they had been tranfinitted to the Board, from the Com- 
pany’s fiuft taking poffeffion of that province. The following is a fummary ftatement 
thereof, fpecifying each year’s demands and payments. 

















Dr. Burdwan Revenues, 1761. Cr. 
Rupees. Rupees. 
To balance of 1760 - 511000:0:0 Total receipts - - > 3,04881:12 :6 
Malguzarry 1761 - 3250000:0%0 Balancedue- - - - 456118: 3:6 
3761000 .0°9O 3761000: 0:0 


Dr, 
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Dr. Burdwan Revenues, 1762. Cr. 
Rupees. s Rupees. 
Maleuzarry 1762 - 3400000:0:0 Total. receipts - =- ~- 3521635:8:0 
Anoverplus - - - 121635:8:0 





3521935: 8:0 


Dr.. Burdwan Revenues, 1763- Cr. 
Malguzarry 1763 3400000:0:0 Total receipts - - - 3344200 :0:0 
Ballance due - - -  - 55800:0:0 
roo am 





3406000 :0:3a 











Dr.. Burdivan Revenues, 1764- Cr. 
Malguzarry 1764. 3200000:0:0 Total receipts - - - 3149737:4:3 
Ballance due - - ~- - §0262:11:9 
3200000 : 0: Q 

Dr.. The Burdwan Rajah Account Ballances. Cr. 
To amountballance 1761 456118: 3:6 Amoverplus1762 - - 121635: 8:0 
3763 55800:0:0 Ballance -- -- - - - 440545:7: 3 

319764 60262:11 : 9g. ——— 
a 562180:15 : 3 


662180::15 :°3 











Which will be accounted for as follows - - - - - - - = = 440545:7: 3 
Deduct Mudege-kiraut for the year 1761, allowed to theeConguy’s 

and other oflicers, neglected to be ftruck off the Malguzarry in the 

above ftlatement of that year - - - - -~= = = = = = = 51103: 6:0 





389442 : 1:3 
Deduct Poolbundy advanced for repairs of dykes, . 
roads, &c. to be paid by them - - - - - - 41000:0.:0 
Difference of Batta on monics remitted, which the 
Rajah accufes the Podars of the Calcutta treafury of 
not having brought to account, and which he engages 
to prove, if not, he is to pay the fame - -- - - 45426:10:0 
ee 8 H4260210:0 
A. 303015: 9: 2 
Dedué& cath paid intu the treafury from June 30th to July 6th - - 162752:0:0 








Rupees, 1:40263:7: 3 


By the above ftatement yow will obferve, that, at the clofe of the fourth year, there 
was immediatcly due from the Rajah rupees 303015:7:3, which I demanded of him, 
infifting on the full payment of it beforewe came to any fcttlement for the prefent yen 
Hie made many objections to a compliance, particularly remarking, that, as he ae 

een 
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been divefted ef all power and influence in the collections, he thought it unjuft to be ob- 
liged to anfwer for any loffes and deficiencies in the revenues which have arofe from the 
bad conduct of thofe who had the management. However, as I perfifte in his complying 
with the Malguzarry he had agreed for, he at length confented, and pa.d into the treafury 
the fum of renees 162,752 in part of his ballance, and executed an ob igation to pay the 
remainder rupees 140,263:7:3 in two months, which I accepted, and defired him to 
proceed to Burdwan, and that I fhould, in confequence of my appointment, imme- 
diately follow him. The fum of rupees 41,000, lent by the Company, under the head 
of Poolbundy, to the tenants, for the necetlary repairs of dykes, roads, &c. is ftill out- 
ftanding, and, when due, will be collected and brought to the Company’s credit. In 
the fettling the accounts there appears a deficiency of rupees 45,426: 10, which the Ra- 
jah complains of as owing to the roguery of thofe people in Calcutta appointed to fhroff 
znd receive the money, and chicki cannot think him any ways anfwerable for, as it is 
evident the whole was difpatched from Burdwan. The Rajah has fince paid part of the 
bond he gave for rupees 140,263:7:3, and I make no doubt but he will fhortly dif- 
charge the whole. 

On my arrival at Burdwan, and infpećting the ftatc of the revenues and collections 
for the preceding as well as the prefent year, I was furprifed to find a large decreafe of 
the revenues from the firft of our taking pofleffion. ‘The rents of the province, accord- 
ing to the Jummabundy, or rent-roll, of 1168, or 176r, amounted to rupees 
357245474:10:8, which by the * outcry of 1169, were encreafed rupees 529,034: 1:11, 
alio by Chaukeran Balguzarry affairs (or lands allotted for fervants, refumed this year) 
rupees 103,825, making in all rupees 4,357,434:0:7, out of which rupees 3,785: 4:4 
were deducted for the Rajah’s Nuncar in one of the Purgunnahs, the fuin therefore due 
Was rupees 4,353,548:12:3, of which were eed from t'e farmers rupees 
3,460,985:1:8. For the year 1170, or 1763, the fame Jummabundy and with fome 
fmall articles of encreafe, came to rupees 4,481,035:10:15, of which were collected 
rupees 3,719,464:9:4. The very great b llances of thefe two ycars, amounting to ru- 
pees 1,654,134:12:6, made the honourable Board fenfible of the impoffibility of the 
then farmers complying with their agreements, and that the lands could not be made to 
produce any thing equal to the valuation in confequence of the * outcry in 1169; they 
therefore iffued an order, whereby thofe who chofe it might relinquthh or keep their farms 
on making good their ballances out of their private fortunes, and that fuch as were not 
able fhould have their farms taken from them, and their goods fold to do it. Many 
were glad to take advantage of the firft order, altho’ certain ruin attended it; and many 
more were obliged to fubmit to the latter, by which lands to the amount of rupecs 
2,615,434:4:4 became Cofs. The difadvantages of colleéting in that manner were fo 
evident, that it was refolved to endeavour to farm them out again for the third ) car on tlfe 
beft terms that could be procured. The examples, however, ,of the two former years 
were fufficient to prevent men of fubftance and credit from offering themfelves ; fo 
that only to the amount of rupecs 580,429:4:0 was taken at a confiderable difcount 
from the former J imma or valuation, although the moft protitabie were felected out 
of the whole by ti e Muttafeddees, who were well acquaiited with what they would 
produce. The reft, amounting to rupees 2,035,034:4:0, ftil] continued Cofs, and 
Sheikdars, or collecétors were appointed to them, people in every ref, cét as unworthy 
and infamous in their characters as the purchafers of the year 1169, who had been juft 
difimiffed,, by which the expences in collecting weie very confiderably encreafed. 
The Jummabundy of 1171, including an encreafe this year of rupees 3,013:9:16, 
amounted torupecs 4,484,049:4:11 out of whichis to be deducted rupees 12,744:4:18 
Avr loffes fuftained by hail, &c. fo that rupes 4,471,304:15:13 remained due; of 
tiñs fum was only collected rupé@es 3,512,39:33:0, fo that there appears to be a ballance 


for 
Public fale. 
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for the firt year c: rupees 892,563: r0: 19; for the fecond, rupees 761,571:1:11 ; and 
for the third, rup °es 958,911:12:13, making together, for the three y€ars for which 
the lands were foil at outcry, a deficiency in the eftimation made from the fales of 
1169 of rupees 2.513,046:8:19. Out of the ballange of the third year, the fum of 
rupees 554,124:¢:14 arifes from the Cofs-lands only, a fum much larger than the 
amount-advances bid at the outcry, not a rupee of which can ever be covered, as the 
revenues of thefe lands are collected by fervants appointed for that purpofe, whofe duty 
it was to pay into the treafury—only what they receive from the tenants, on fettling 
whofe accounts no farther demand could be made upon them. From the above ac- 
count you will obferve how very fhort of what was eftimated in 116g the real produce of 
the province has been, and how tittle profpeét there was of its mending ; nor do I 
think it can be otherwife whilft the fame plan of an outcry is purfued. The being 
put into immediate poffeffion of lands, of which the purchafer is to have the fole col- 
leétion, independent of the Rajah and his officers, or the chief and Council, on his 
agreeing to pay into the Cutcherry a certain fum, is a fufficient inducement for men of 
defperate fortunes, fuch as have no method of livelihood, and who, by their mal-prac- 
tices in other parts, were incapable of getting employment, to come and offer them- 
felves as purchafers, thereby fecuring an immediate fubfiftence, and hoping by their 
oppreffion to get fome profit, even fhould they buy in the lots too dear to obtain any 
thing by them in a fair way; and as the fale was public, no bidder could there be 
confiftently objected to. With thefe views, they cared not what they bid; and’ 
while the old farmers, who had poffeffion, perhaps, from father to fon for many 
years paft, continued to rife in their offers, and probably exceeded the real value 
of the lands, rather than be turned out of what they efteemed their eftates and 
habitations, and infulted by new comers; thefe laft always thought they could 
afford fomething more: thus the greateft part of the province fell into the hands 
of a fet of rapacious wretches, who revelled in the produce of the lands which 
ought to have been paid into the Cutcherry ; the confequence of which was, that, at 
the clofe of the year 1170, a moft enormous ballance was incurred, as has been above 
remarked, and the Ryots, who had been oppreffed by the head farmers, and many 
ruined, were obliged to defert their lands which then becafme uncultivated. The fub- 
{tantial farmers, who, rather than quit their habitations, had ypurchafed at the 
outcry, at an exorbitant rate, were obliged to relinquifh their farins on making good 
the ballances out of their private fortunes, by which many were ruined, whilft all the 
fatisfaction that could be obtained from the others, was to turn th.m out, without hopes 
of ever recovering any thing from them. 

It is a crcumitance that mutt appear evident to every one who refleéts on the na- 
ture of this fcheme, h w prejudicial it will ultimatc] jrove to the country. If the 
leafes are granted fer fo fhort a time, it only ferv s as an incitement to ill-dif- 
pofed people to take them; having no concein in the future fuccefs and wal 
fare of the countr), they pay no rmgarl to any thing but the enriching them- 
flyves at the eaj ence and to the detrimen of tle induftriouy Root, Ly which the 
lands foon b c ıı negleéted and uncultivet.d. It is a known cuflom here fcr 
the farmers, who are de irous of encreafng the ni mber of thcir tun.its, and pro- 
moting the „o dof ther coun ry, toah@tth 1fon tme to tim wii moner te 
wards purchafing tle nec Mary implements for cultivation, as wcll as to tu port then 
families till the produce of their Jands enable them to ıpport therifely , . d sh’ch 
I have n*ver known repaid in lefs than three eycars. It is 10°, th efp- , to be cx- 
pected that people in the above circumftances fl oul l att i,tin prover t atace - 
tain lofs; o1 thé contrary, when the lands are difpoed of at. 1 ke acrent, tof b 
fant al and creditable prople, to be held in perpetuity, itl cons theo ant, eft 
equally with th t of te government, to encourage the cult vat on 
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After the heavy loffes and real detriment the firft outcry had p oved of to the 
whole province, I was greatly furprifed to find, on my arrival there, that it had been 
again expofed to public fale; however, purchafers had only been ‘found for abant 
22 lacks of rupees, fo great was the prejudice taken at the former fa c, and the whole 
of that ver) confiderably under the Jumma-bundy of 1169, exc pting the farms 
lately held by Micfirs. Johnftone, Hay, and Bolts, on which a great advance was bid * 
the reft of the province, for which there wcre no bidders, became Cofs; the ftatement 
ef the revenues of thefe lands is as follows: 


Chriftian Aira, Bengal Æra. Rupees. Annas. Pice, 
r760, Or 1167 2,014,242 $1: & 
1761, ~- 1168 1,166,910: 3: 10 
1762, - 1169 1,;272,854:0: I6 
1763, - 1170 * 1,272,854 : 0: 15 
3764, - 117ł O12237 thea S 


By which you will-obferve the great difference in the Jumma, or valuation of them, 
berween 1169, and 1171, the firft and the laít years of the outcry, befides the almoft cer- 
tainty, from the diftrefs the lands were left in, of their decreafing as much again in their 
value, if continued to be collected in this manner, and attended with avery confiderable 
addition of expence in fervants, &c. that muft be employed in that fervice. Such a 
profpect of inevitable ruin I thought required fome immediate ftep to be taken. Nothing 

ppearing fo effectual as what I mentioned above, I endeavoured to engage men of 
Fitance and character to take the charge “of them, with a promife, that if they 
exerted themfelves in the improvement, they fhould never be difpoffeffed, but meet 
with all due encouragement and favour from the Company. In confequence of this 
many offered, and confidering how far the feafon was advanced, I thought no time 
fhould be loft in putting them into immediate es and notwithftanding the 
beft part of the time for cultivation is elapfed, they have agreed to pay, within very 
little, what they yielded laft year; the next year they give an encreafe, the third a 
larger, and the fourth they will fully pay what they produced in 1167; after which, 
fhould it be found neceffary to lay any general encreafe or tax upon the province, thefe 
people will fubject themfelves thereto equally with others. 

I make no doubt but the Company will receive this year from thirty-two to thirty- 
three lacks, which is as much as they have hitherto got upon a medium.* The Rajah 
has already offered thirty-two for his Malguzarry; but as on a farther fcrutiny into 
the feveral branches of the bufinefs, and diminifhing the feveral very heavy charges 
at prefent upon the province, I may fomewhat encreafe it, I have hitherto deferred 
coming to any agreement with him; fince, if I did, whatever fhould arife, would of 
-courfe go to him. I have already reprefented to him the great ¢nd unnecefflary charge 
-f his troops, the monthly pay of which is rupees 22,000; the more fo as the Com- 
pany keep there a battalion of Sepoys for the fervice of the province. He has ftruck off 

ooo rupees per month, and I am in great hopes I fhall be able to leffen this charge 
{till more. 

The Bazee Zemeen, or charity lands, are faid to amount to between four and 
‘five lacks of Begas, great part of thefe it has been thought (and l believe with 
reafon) to be mifapplicd ; the Board has repeatedly ordered a fcrutiny to be made into 
the Sunnuds and claims, but I do not find it has ever yet been goa fettled, and 
a tax was,to have been laid on fuch as, on examination, fhould be found to be in 
the poffet >, of people no ways entitled thereto; laft year the revenues fell fo very 

for the Court ef Directors fentiments hereon, See extza&t of their letter to thé Sele Committee 
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fhort, and fome expedient being thought neceffary to raile more money, if poma 
to complete the Company’s Malguzarry, Mr. Johnítone taxed the whole of a lan 
at g Annas. per Bega, without regard to what was really applied to theepurpo ars ee 
inter ded for, «ccept fome which Mr. Marriott had cleared during his Thort ftay at 
Burdwan : as tk efe lands have ever been held facred and free trom any :mpofition, I 
muft think fo ;seneral an order would not have mee with the fanction cf the Board, 
had the cafe been properly {tated to them; but there appears to me to nave been an 
abfolute neceffity for fome extraordinary meafure, fince the rever vs of the country 
could not fupply the Malguzarry, although at the fame time the buard agreed to re- 
ceive two lacks lefs than the Rajah had before fettled ; for the confequence of this has 
teen, that many of thefe lands have been left uncultivated, until very lately, en my 
alurances that fuch as can prove their claims fhall have their lands given up for the 
future; as many of thefe lands have become the propeity of people whofe want of 
merit and qualifications to entitle them to fuch an indulgence, ferve but to make ita 
nurfery of indolence; and as the right of reverfion is vefted in the Rajah, I repre- 
fented it to him, and have obrained in behalf of the Company the reycrfion of what 
fhall fall to him by death, until it amounts to one half of the whole, as a fund for 
the ufe and fupport of fuch invalided Sepays and others, as have or may fuffer in our 
fervice: the better to fecure this, as foon as poffible, a regular regifter of them 
making. l 

On examining into the circumftances of the principal farmers of the province, I 
found that the moft confiderable part of the lands was farmed by Muttafeddces, and 
thofe the moft profitable feleéted out by them ; it is through thefe people we are to 
acquire a knowledge into the ftate of the country, the revenues and cuitoms in col- 
leéting ; and while they, by being fuch c~tenfive farmers, have fo large an interett, 
they do their utmoft not only to keep us ignorant but alfo to deceive us in points of 
the greateft confequence ; befides whiely being themfelves capable, and no doubt 
guilty of great frauds in their accounts, they are under the neceffity of conniving at 
the fame in others, to prevent a deteétion in themfelves. They are very fenfible how 
thefe arguments may be ufed againit them, and are the more cautious of letting it be 
known what lands they have; they, therefore, have a cuitom of making feveral Go- 
maftahs to take them, giving different people in their famijics for fecurities ; this is not 
only the cuitom of the heads, but is followed by ¢very petty Moliooree in cach office ; 
exclufive of which, the infamous practices ufed by them to obtain the lands art the 
outcry at an under rate, are moft notorious. I would therefore recommend, that fuch 
Muttafeddees as hold a large quantity of lands, fhould be obliged to quit them, or 
their offices, and that nobody holding any poft be permitted to farm, except it be a 
very finall quantity for the conveniency of their houfe and family ; I would, however, 
defer it till the beginning of next vear, as the heavy collections are now coming on, 
and their quitting their farms immediately might be very prejudicial. 

The obtaining a trae knowledge of the revenucs, and juft valuation of the country, 
has ever been ftrcnuoufly recommended by the Company, bur we have been very far 
from acquiring it. Jct was Mr. Johnftonc’s opinion, as has bcen before remarked, 
that the beit method was to expofe the province to a public falc, and that the amount 
that fhould be bid, ‘vould fix its utmoft value; however, exclufive of the manv dif- 
advantages of this plan jut  . ined, and which we have learnt trom experience, 
there remain. another ver .. “al objection, and which is the caute of the Mutta- 
feddces recommending: , viz. that it leads to no difcovery of what thev have hitherro 
concealed, as ({uppofing the juitnefs of Mr. Johnftone’s argument) it can only fix the 
vaiue of thofe lands we are at prefentacquainted With ; whereas, I believe, pe body doubts 
but by finding out the quantity of lands which really exiit, the revenues c^ aing into 

ie 
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the Sircar wou'd be greath encreafed, I mean exclufive of what mi rht be difcovered 
an the Bazee Zemeen, which itfelf muft be very confiderable. The great quantity of 
‘lands in peflefion of the different Muttafeddees, have been feleéted | ut of the vhole 
province as the moit profitable, containing moire cultivated ground, and produying a 

cater proiit than is by moft people imagined ; thefe thcy ever ke ot amongit them- 
cives, to vrevent their real value being known. I would therefore recommend, that 
an account ihe !'he made of every urgunnah, and evcry village, haut, &c. in it, 
1s Jwnma, aid ud exact meafurement of its lands, and as much of this 1 ft as poi 
fible to b. executed by furveyors appointed by you ; the Muttafeddees have eve: op- 
paed this, and reprefented it as impracticable, becaufe they are fenfible it muft tene 
toti ir diigrace, and the dimiinifhing their advantages ; but which, I am convince d, 
may be overcome, notwithftanding every obftacle from them is to be expected : it 
will be the more eafy too when fuch as chufe to hold their offices are divefted of their 
laid , and ‘the reft ont} farmers without the influence of office. The above objections 
which they have raifud make it the more defirable, fince it is known they have their 
inteieft in avoiding it. 

On my arrival at Burdwan I found the Rajah, as he had before affured me, quite 
unacquainted with the tranfactions and affairs of his country, and without the refpect 
due to his ofhce: his incapacity, and the neceffity of our fuperior influence and 

wer, may be urged as a reafon for it; but I think it will be better policy to have 

in fully acquainted with his affairs, and that a proper refpect fhould be paid him as 
Rajah; nor would I have him under fuch an influence, as not to be able to make his 
complaints to Calcı tta in any cafe where he may think hiimfelf aggri ved, as I am 
informed happened in Mr. Johnftone’s time, when, after haying made his efcape pri- 
vately out af tle province, he was obliged to return without being allowed a hear- 
ing; and his officers, who were bringing she papers, which were pr ofs of his griev- 
ances, were teized juft entering Calcutta, by fome of the factory Sepoys, and alfo 
carried back. At the fame time I would not quit the leaft jot of our powcr in the 
country. Nothing on his part can be done without our mutual confent ; and I find 
hin both willing and readv to concur in evcry thing I propofe. By fsupporting hina 
on this footin, we may with greater propriety make him accountable tor any defi- 
ci.n~ in the payment ofethe revenues than we could before. Although I have 
made him accountable for every rupee of the ballances of former years, yet I muft 
ay his comple nts ‘n Calcutta, of the hardfhip done him in obliging him to pay 
them, have been founded on too much reafon. He cannot now plead the 1 me ; 
tae Company will haye a double fecurity, the revenue itfelf, as the colicétrons will 
ft ll co tinue to pafs through our hands, and the Rajah, in cafe of deficiency from 
the roguery of his people, employed. 

I have b en taking an account of the ballances of former cars’ rents due to the 
Rajah, which aʻe very confiderable. I fhall colleét as much of them as I can with- 
out oppreffing the people, or any ways injuring the colleétioi1s of this vear, and re- 
comm nd thi as a fund for paying off his debts, which are very large. Many of 
his red tors have the whole of their fortunes in his hands; but amongit the firt to 
be confidered, I would recommend Jugeut Scét, and one Gurdy Loll: the former, for 
his attachment to the Englifh, and the fufferings of his family on our accour mae | 
thi k d fcrves our attention, and that we fhould take this opportunity af manifeiling 
curr gard for them ; the latter, on our firft taking poffeffion, as I have been im- 
formed, voluntarily lent the Rajah one lack of rupees +, which was paid into our 
treafury at » time when, owing to fhe troubles in the country, the Rajah found 

reat diffcu’ } in collecting in his revenues; and although he was promifed to be very 
ioctly re wded he has to this day reccived nothing. 


The 
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The raw filk ¢f this province being of a better quality than that of Coffin bazar, 


and t] e Gompan s demands for this article greater than before, I am giving every 
encor ragement tc encreafe the produce of it. By letting the mulberry pania ar 
a lefs rent than ir other countries, it will induce a number to en ploy ther lands for 
this purpofe, anc largely encreafe our revenues; for a {pot of kand with mulberry 
trees, and another with paddy, and the ground of both equalin g: mefs, the former 
will yield a rent from eight to twenty rupees, when the latter wil. neeyield two ru- 
pees. ‘The encreafe of quantity will I hope decreafe the price, when this article 
m.y be purchafed for the Company at a reafonable rate. 

. rom the vicinity of the Burdwan province to the Prefidency, I cannot think the 
appointment of a factory any ways neceffary. One prrfon to refde on the fpor, 
who will, in conjunction with the Rajah and his officers, fizn all ; ape's, and iffue 
all orders, which regard the collcétions, is fully fufficienr, and which i, at prefent the 
duty of the council in rotation. A fupra-vifor may), as he fecs occafion, go there to 
fettle and regulate any matters that may occur, or fend his direéti-ns from -hence. If 
it is urged that thefe gentlemen prefidc over the feveral courts of juflice, and thereby 
relieve the poor, I muft remark, that in fo very large a diftriét as this province, it isim- 
pofhible to have the greateft part of the complaints brought to Burdwan. It is therefore 
cultomar\s to iflue directions to the Shcikdais, &c. in the Purgunnahs at the head of 
the petition, ordering them to enquire into it. Befides which, as the gentlemen are 
obliged to inform themfelves through the fervants and Banyans appointed to each 
office, I do not think it fo nceceflary to have that number, as one might equally well 
attend to caufes of any conitquence. I em the more inclined to recommend this 
change, as it would be a means of Icflening very confiderably the expences of the 
factory. Whatever fhall be recovered this’ way, inftead of reverting to the Rajah, 
maj be added to the Company’s Malguzarry. Should your lordfhip, &c. think it 
necefiary to purfue this meafure, I beg leave to offer to your confideration the fixing 
the neceffary appointments on this occafion, both to the fupra-vifor and the affiftant. 


I have the kgnour to be, &c. 
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Courts eftablifhed in the province of Burdwan for the admini- 
{tration of juftice, and collection of the revenue. 


The like dminifiration prevails nearly in all the provinces of Bengal. 


Sudder Cutcherry. 


In ths court are reece ved all the land-rents and revenues of the province, all ac- 
counts relative to them adjufted, all purchafes and fales ot lands and property con- 
firmed, all diff ret ccs between landlord and tenant heard and determined, and from 
hence all o-ders rcf{pecting the rents and revenues are iffucd. 


Buxey Duftore. 


This cor rt fuperintends the conduct of all the forces, guards, and ner pcrfons 
enploy d for the protection of the province in general, the prevention cf t efts and 
E a s of tle ce of tle inhabitants; and all orders refpe¢tang a perfet» 
ire iffued t om t! s thce: at the fame time it provides for their pay arid fubfiftu t. 

i, © 2 fouze- 
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Fouzdar ry. 


_ The jurifdiction of this court is wholly confined to criminal ruatters, an the 
judgment o capital offtnces. 


Burrab Adalat 


Ts a court oe ecm and tuum for all demands above 50 rupees, and docs not in- 
terfere in any claims under the amount ot that fum. 


Amee Duftore 


Is in a great meafure a court fubordinate to the Sudder Cutcherry, as all complaMits 
are firft made tothe tormer, and refericd from thence for trial to the latter. They 
relate entirely to the bufinefs of the revenue, and the conduét of thofe employed in 
the collections. 


Chootak Adelat 
Takes cognizance of all fuits for debts not exceeding the fum of go rupees. 


Bazee Zemeen Duftore. 

Is a court for fettling all differences relative to charity lan ls, and other public 
fupports. Each perfon’s propert} in claims of this kinl are afcertained, aid from 
hence all ord r- re.pectinge them arc iffued 


Bazre Furina Duftore. 

This c mutt hesc enizar of alulte des, abor ions, aid ot) er cr'me , thit more 
immediately concern tic j eace and happineis of private famili s, grants f r lan Is, 
and pub `c works f r the a commodnation of travellers, fuch os T. nks, or} nds of 
watcr, S rais, or reiting plice , occ. areiflu d *> nth cout 


Karitze Duftore. 

Tae landholder a coit, when fetthd, are fent to this court for pa'm nt; and in 
fuch cif s where the debt r ‘s it capable of pa ‘ng the amount, a power is lodged in 
thi co`rt tocompromu. the debt. 


ALL the proce dings f t1 f COURTS, and eyi ence given (excep in natt rs of 
a tmil wnatt ¢) are reconlel; ani 1oorl s of thee court a Bilk icn I 


exccutc h u fil a, Cade dhrn divthc Kal, or premeg si OE ise 
vinces ndb tne F nalii refid € th pat f he C nyimas Dran Tli af 
rep ati nM Ff lr € iir EIT is th cxt me c iny fions lich bt re ps 
i es dea bb e nin the tres pow risew bt pre e alboa T Harner j ru 
of it nfo Cr tes Med b checks ‘yr rxdel, F ateche pr f at 
tin f gov i t “Gn rape aw. esta, Dese r ntoiefl crifhiiag fe e¢ of the 
pe Vice, aed I tl *conc 1 fh Cc npa s revenu s. 

Anra aA kt culwt ft rfd sem atallbtime be made t tie xO 
1 ale ¥ and, ¢ c 
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WY! > Preident’s Minut , 1efp Ging the Calcutta lands. 
Tiri zi t In b tor o1 th refultof my 1 1g ame labori 1s raca ches 
int che Ca tta i! 
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By the feveral accounts taken at different times of the meafurement of the tventy- 
four I urgunnahs, it appears, that the whole of the lands amount to 1,082,543 Le- ` 
gas, a! d fifteen Co tas of ground*, which has been cultivated ; buton account ot chari- 
ties, lands pretenc ed to be deterted, and others again fecreted, not above two thirds 
of this meafuremcnt have actually paid rents tothe Company. + s 

A refearch into the caufe of this deficiency, (bcing well convinced that, inftead of 
a decreafe, there has been a confiderable increafe of the inhabitar s ən the Company’s 
lands,) is what has particularly engaged my time and attention. 

On an examination of the charity lauds it appears, that when the Company re- 


cei ‘ed charge of thefe Purgunnahs, the toral of lands afigned for this purpofe la ~ 
account of which was delivered in by the Zemcendars themieclves) Begas. C. G. 








amounted to - - - - - - - - - 2275452 2 10: 8 
fince when there has been refumed - - - M907) © 1:10 
fo that the total of the charity lands fhould ftand at~—- - ~ 202,489 218: 3 


Inftead of Which it has, by fome means, probably bv the villainy of the black fer- 
vants in office, increafed fince that time to no lefs than 263,702 Begas, 2 Cottas, 
8 Gundas, by which the Company has been deprived of the annual rent of 61,220 
Begas, 4 Cottas, 8 Gundas, moft, if not all, of which has moft probably been dii- 
pofed of amongyft the black fervants in ofhce, or their dependents. | 

In the account of thefe lands, it is feid that 25,679 Begas, 13 Cottas, have been 
lying uncultivated for a confiderable tune. As they were originally defigned for, and 
appropriated to the immediate maintenance rnd fupport of poor people, or to reli- 
gious purpofes, they could be of ute on: whilft they were cultivated ; and ought 
immediately, as they became negleéted by tie people who had the charge of them, 
to have been refumed, according to the cuftom of the country, by the Company. 
¥ judge a confiderable addition might be made to the revenues by obliging every. per- 
fon to produce the Sunnud by which he is entitled to hold thefe lands. The amount 
of the lands allotted to the above charitable purpoiis, after refuming the 61,220 
Begas, 4 Cottas, 8 Gundas, I think is very conñderable; f eftimating the 202,481 
Begas, 18 Cottas, 8 Gundas, at the medium rent of the other lands, the annual reve- 
nue will be no lefs than 314,638 rupees. 

The amount of the Ryotty lands, or thofe which are farmed out, appears on the 
Cutcherry books to be 591,172 Begas, g Cottas, producing an annual revenue of 
1,012,305 rupees, 12 Annas. ‘Thcre have, moreover, ftood under this head 29,363 
Begas, 3 Cottas, 12 Gundas, faid to be uncultivated ; but from the feveral exainina- 
tions made therein, I ain of opinion that it is moth cultivated, and ought to be 
brought to the immediate credit of the revenue. It alfo appears, that the lands held 
by the fervants in office, and their dependents, have been citimated at a leis rent than 
they fhould have béen by 35,877 ropes, 5 Annas, 13 Pice, which will likewife 
be brought to accounr; as I ice noncecfhty tor douceurs, where every man emploved 
by the Compan,’ receives his monthly cliowanee. Nor can I trace by what authority 
they hold them attic low iate thev have hitherto cone. 

Under the head sf Commar, or lands culrivared by contract, there appears to Le 
198,305 Bega’ 19 Cottas, 12 Gundas. The amount of thele lands mutt eve: be 
uncertain, as the rents being paid in the products of the land, their value depends 
wholly on the fale of fuch products.  Flowever, eftimating them on a medium by 
what they have hitherto yielded, their rents will amount to 2¢1,842 rupees, 10 
Annas, 11 Piece. 

® The meafurem nt of land in Bengal is thus cftimated : 

16 Guneas Jake 1 Cotta, 


20 Coti:s = 48 Bega, or about 16,000 fquare feete 
L TOM 
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From hence the prefent eftimate of the land will ftand as follows 


Begas, Cottas, Gundas. Pp 
Charity, Gi,220 Æ oO Refumed what was introduced under this head of 
: which there is at prefent 








Rupees, Annas, Pice. 

















cultivated 35,5} 1r © to yicld ata very low rent - - 43,720 6 I9 
Rvotty 591,1: 9 © - Rupees 1,012,305 12 © 
Ditto, faid to 

cultivat- | 29,363 3 I2 - - = 26,645 3 I 

ed, brought to — — 1,038,950 15 f 
account. 
Commiar, _ 198,305 Ig 12 - - = 4) = 991,842 10 Fi 
Charity <a mek 
untenanted oye Te a i : K i009 © 4 
Land: beld by the fervants at an under rent - - - 25,877 § 13 
Tallook Darans, Rent fixt - - - - 268 411 ar 
Gaut Ektear-pore, Ditto - - - - z; 20F O fF 
Charity lands 1,405,860 7 12 
paying no t 202,481 18 8 valued at ~ - - 314,058 Oo © 
rent. — — — 

Begas 1,082,543 15 © 





This amount is what I think may be reafonably expeéted for the 24 Purgun- 
nahs, as you will be pleafed to obferve, that by the extreme low eftimation I have put on 
all fuch lands as are now refumed, I allow a poffibilitv of fome not being immediately 
cultivated ; but the anxious endeavours of the perfons who were the beit acquainted 
with thefe lands, to concc?| from me all they pofibly could, convinces me that they are 
actualiy cultivated, and that the Company is unjuitly deprived of its rights ; for thefe 
people could, otherwife, have no intereft in keeping from our knowledge their real 
ftate. Indeed, from the beft information I can obtain, there are fearcely any unculti- 
vated, and if fo, their rents ought to be immediately raifed to the full rate of the 
other lands, which in general is much more reafonable than in any other part of the 
country; as a proof of which I now lay before you the rents of two Purgunnahs in 
the Burdwen country. 

In order to point out clearly where the lands lie, and to realize what I have above 
eftimated, I have given a particular ftatement of each Purgunnah; alfo the 
different rates at which the rents of the lands are colleéted, eftimated from their fe- 
veral products. Likewife a lift of the rates at which the rents of the Burdwan lands 
are col'ected, eftimated from their products; by comparing which it will appear how 
low the Calcutta rents are tothofe of Burdwan. | 

In the eftimate I have before formed, by which the value of th: lands appears to 
be 1,405,860 rupees, 7 Annas, 12 Pice. I made no addition o account of the 
three Purgunnahs not yet meafured, Medunmull, Hatteagur, and Bormech-Hautty. 
Thefe, ar the moft reafonable eftimation, wiil vield an increafe of 50,000 rupees, 
when their meaturement ts afcertaincd, which I would recommend to be done as foon 
as poffible. 


The 
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T ìe ‘meafurement of the Purgunnahs, Calcutta, Ballea, Maugora, and Caufpore, 
requires an examination; as I am informed, that it has not been properly taken, anc 
that they will admit of a confiderable increafe in the rents. 

Tiefe, together with the Batta of rupees, Bazee Jumma, or collections made in 
the Purgunnah Cutchcrries, Salammies on weddings, and vifitations of the Dees, 
called Didarry, šarms of Tuffauls, -falt and wax, duties collcétec in the markets and 
Csauts, intereft on money advanced for cultivation, repairs of dv«.$ and bridges, rents 
of the Collarries, the fifteen Dees, and of Calcutta town, are . ne of them included 
in the eftimation I have laid before you. They alfo require a particular fcrutiny, as 
well as the expences attending the collections ; and I am perfeétly fenfible that mr fiiv 
lads are {fill held at a low unequitable rent, though the intricacies and delays atcend- 
ing thefe matters have prevented my finding them out. 

F likewife lay before you a ftatement of the colleétions from May 1763, to the 
prefent time, by which you will fee that there is due to the Company the fum of 
¥,141,602 rupees, 10 Annas, g Pice, a great part of which I judge may be re- 
covered. | 

The farmers who formerly rented the lands appear, on the adjuftment of the fe- 
veral accounts, to be indebted to the Company, as per lift inclofed, 35,148 Sicca 
rupees, 14 Annas, 5 Pice. This fum fhould be demanded, and brought to the 
Company’s account ; or if any particular confiderations have been allowed them, the 
fame fhould appear in the Cutchérry books, and their accounts be finally clofed. 

As it will be impoffible to fix the juft value of the lands until their meafurement 
and products can be afcertained, I would recommend that as many capable furveyors 
as could be procured, fhould be employed on this bufinefs. ‘They fhould be directed 
to form a regifter of all the Ryots, the quantity of land each holds, and the ufual 
product ; when each Ryot might have inferted in his Pottah the meafurement of his 
lands, and the annual or monthly rent he isto pay. This will prevent the impo- 
i of the black fervants, or, if you farm the lands, any oppreffion of the 

armers. 

The more I have examined into the ftate of thefe Purgunnghs, the more I am con- 
vinced of the confiderable improvements that may be matté therein. I have com- 
municated the difcoveries I have made to feveral of the jSerfons who were appointed 
by the Select Committee to farm the lands, fhould the Company let them out this 
year; and I believe they would willingly take them ata grcat increafe above what 
was paid laft year, but nothing adequate to the real value. I therefore think that 
unliefs they come nearly to the eftimate I have made, the rents fhould be colleéted 
on the Company’s account for another feafon; and I doubt not but by that time the 
farmers will be fenfible that the eftimation I have put on them is far below their 


real value. 


Fort William, Apcil agth, 17670 
Eu. VERELST. 
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No. 134- 


Extract of Fo William Seleét Committee proceedings, dated Auguf 
16th, 1769. 


The Committee having maturely confidered the feveral important contents of cne 
Prefident’s and Mr. Becher’s joint letter, together with their feparate opinions of the 
general ftate of thefe provinces—are of opinion, that the prefent ftate of the revenues, 
public and private commerce, manufactures and agriculture, are fuch as give room for 
the mott ferious apprehenfion ; and that the decline in each of thofe grand concerns 
has fpresd itfelt fo as to have produced a crifis in our affairs, which, (unlefs fpeedily 
and properly attended to, whilft there are meafures left in the country, of which there 
can be no doubt but there are yet many,) muñ, in a great meafure, difappoint our 
future expectations from thefe poffeffions. i 

The Committee, having endeavoured to trace and affign the true caufe of our de- 
elining fituation, unanimoufly agree, that the following imperfeétions in the formation 
and conduct of the fyftem hitherto purfued, are the grand and original fources 
thereof. 

1. The want of fufficient checks in the inftruments.of government, who are genc- 
rally adventurers from Perfia, educatec in the manners and principles of a government 
where tyranny, corruption, and anarchy are predominant; who are ftrangers to the 
cuftoms, and indifferent to the welfare of this country ; and who cannot by any vigi- 
lance be reftrained, or by any feverity be deterred from pra¢tifing their native oppref- 
fions, over a timid, fervile, and defencelefs people. 

2. The delegation of a truft and authority to one, or to a few, which require the 
abilities and activity of zany to execute; an error which is notorioufly the caufe ot 
thoile departments being Worfe adminiftered, but give rife to a complex corruption, 
which is difficult, if not impoffible to be detected. ‘The avenues of juftice are by 
thole means obftructed, and the injured are frequently at a lofs where to prefer their 
complaints, and in whom the right of decifion is invefted. es err 

3- The ignorance of the real produce and capacity of the country, in which we are 
neceflarily kept by a fct of men, who firft deceive us from intereft, and afterwards con- 
tinue the deception from fear of punifhment, and a neceflary regard to their own 
fatety. 

4- The numerous train of dependents and underlings, whom the collectors enter- 
tain ; whofe demands, as well as the avarice of their principals, are to be fatisfied 
from the {poris of the induftrious Ryot; who thus lofes all confidence in the govern- 
nent, and feeks protection in other places, where he has better hopes to fee his in- 
duftry rewarded. 

5. The venality which forms part of the genius of the people, ind which is known 
to be openly exereifed, or tacitly allowed by government, without ing any fhame 
or difcredit on the guilty ; or being thought any peculiar hardfhip on the injured. 

6. The coliufion of the colleétors with the Zemeendars ; whom the colleétor em- 
ploy» as a tool to ferve his mal-praétices, or admits an affociate in his fraudulent gains. 


The 





A FF F E N DO FfF £ 27% 


7- The oppreffions to which the Ryot is fubjeét from the multitude of Gomaftahe 
and their dependents; on which fubject the Prefident has been fufficiently explicit in 
his minute on the ftate of commerce. 

8. Ihe Committee are convinced that this degree of power without controul, of 
knowledge without participation, and of influence “without anv effcétual counter- 
action, is too important and replete in the confequences to be vefted in any three 
munifters, or rather one fingle man ; who, allowing him the cleareft preference for 
integrity, ability, and attachment among his countrymen, cainot be fuppofed fupe- 
vior to temptation; and, at leait, ought not, in good policy, to be trufted fo exten- 
fively and independently as has been neceffarily the confequence of the prefent fyftem: 
while the Company are, in reality, the principals in the revenues of this country, 
and the mof interetted in the good conduct of its government, every bar fhould be 
removed that tends to preclude them from a knowledge of its real ftat®. In the 
above caules, and others deducible from them, the Committe. difcerns, with great 
regret, the original fource and prefent inyveteracy of mahy of thofe evils, under which 
thefe provinees are at prefent oppretied. : 

Fhe frequent and peremptory reftrictions which the Court of Direétors had thought 
proper to impoferon us, and that line of conduét from which no deviation was al- 
lowed, and the fmalleft furveyed with jealoufy, have hitherto left us without any 
choice of meafures, freedom of action, or power of reformation. 

Their laft letter has now offered us the fanction that was fo effentially neceffary for 
the welfare and improvement of thcfe provinces, as well as for our own vindication 
in the purfuit of fuch plans as we may judge advifeable to adopt. By that letter, the 
Directors feem to approve of the diftributica and allotment of the country into 
farms, and of the appointment of European gentlemen to fupervife the different pro- 
vinces, and to controul the conduct of the agents of the country government. From 
this permiffion, we have a well-grounded expectation of fuccefs to our defign of in- 
troducing new regulations ; and the event will, we are flattered, be the {trongeft con- 
firmarion of the propricty of thofe re;zulations. : 

We have always acted as fas as the nature of the occafwon would allow, with the 
moft ferupulous regard to the rules prefcribed to us by aur employers ; and, on our 
firft acceffion to the Dewanny, chofe rather to afliume the flow, but certain conviétion 
of experience for our guide, than attempt innovations on the precarious foundation of 
opinion. But now that whole pages of our records are filled with fo many inconteft- 
ible evidences, that great alterations are wanting to forma mode of colleétion, which 
may be reftrictive to the collector, and indulgent to the Ryot, we are happy in finding 
the fentiments of our cmployers io aptiy correfpondent to our opinion, and the ne- 
cefity of the juncture. Every perfon of any fubftance or character in this country, 
has becn fuceeflively tried in the department of the collections. Fear, reward, feve- 
rity, and indulgence, -have all failed, and ended in a fhort political forbearance, or 
additional aéts of difhonefty and rapine. 

On an alarm of infpeétion, or at the annual Poonah, they frame accounts to ferve 
“he occafion; or by involving them in confufion and anbiguitv, wafe tine till it 
becomes too late to continue the procefs againft them, without hezardinge new loffes 
in the revenue: anl thus the culpable not only efcape punifhmoent, but often obtain 
a prolongation of their appointments. Many flagrant gricyi.nces reach our ears, bur, 
„an a country of fuch extent, thcre are, doubtlefs, many more concealed trom us; 
and, what 1S equally true under our prefenr difadyantages, they dre, and mutt remain 
inexplorable ; we can neither redieis gricvanées, nor effect improvements. With 
regard to the forper, our ditlance and our too inaireet information through minitter‘al 

a channels, 
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shannels, fet the offender beyond our reach, and the impoffibility of having tim; and 
competent knowledge puts the latter out of our power. 

Enough has been faid, and more might be produced, to prove that the fyftem, 
e{tablifhed and now purfuing in this country, is deficient in every particular that 1s 
requifite to defend and fupport the poor, from the injuftice and opprcffion of the ftrong, 
and to increate its value to its poffeffors, by promoting the induftry of the Ryot and 
manufacturer. 

That although we hawe feen thefe evils growing and.preying upon the vitals of the 
country, we have been unable to ftop their progrefs, or afford effectual protection to 
the people. 

Laftly, that we can never hope to emerge from that uncertainty and ignorance mto 
which this fyftem has thrown us, whilft we fit tamely and will admit of no variation 
in it. 

Let us now turn our eyes and attention to a more pleafing fcene ; to Burdwan, and 
the reft of the Company's proprietary lands, where we ourfelves have been the mana- 
gers. Plenty, content, population, increate of revenue, without increafe of burthen, 
are now the effeéts; and form fo forcible an argument in the comparative view, that 
nothing can ftrengthen, nothing can render it plainer or morc convincing. 

And here the Committee cannot hefitate in drawing a decifive conclufion ;—that the 
fame or fimilar regulations be eftablifhed throughout the provinces in every diftinct 
diftrict. The fame beneficial confequences to the country and Company may be 
expected from them, and by an increafed fecurity~of the property of individuals, as 
alfo by an encouragement to cultivation and commerce, they may give a new flow to 
the circulation of fpecie, which is beceme fo limited as to affect every rank and pro- 
feffion. 

The Committee are fenfible that much application, integrity, good conduct and 
time, will be neceflary to retrieve the defolations of the collectors ; to raife the fink- 
ing heart of the Ryot from defpair to confidence and hope ; to re-pcople and fettle 
the deferted and uncultivated traéts, and to take every advantage of the abundant 
fertility of the lands. 

The progrefs towards this defirable change muft be gradual. We have yet but 
an imperfect knowledge of the foil, the productions, the value, the capacity of the 
Various provinces, and fubdivifions of the country. This, however, is the foundation 
on which, and which only, we can build with fuccefs, ard direct our grand defign 
with judgment; and to acquire this knowledge fhould therefore be our firft care, by 
means of the minutcft local inveftigation, for none other can give us an authentic 
record to refer to on every occafion as an eftablifhed authority : nor can we judge of 
the lenitv, rigour, or propriety of any of our refolutions refpecting the countrv, 
without fuch a work completely and accurately executed. 

The Committee, concurring in the necefity of purfuing the’ above work in the 
moft effectual manner, that when perfeéted they may proceed in the important bufi- 
nefs before them; and being farther induced by the opinion ot the C ourt of Dircctors, 
expreffed in their laft letter of the 11th November, 1768,—agrc> unanimoufly to the 
following refolutions ;— 4. an 

That, in cvery province or diftri€t, a gentleman in the fervice . > anpointcd, with 
or without affiftance, in proportion to the extent of the diftriét ; waoe office or de- 
partment is to be fubordinate to the refident of the Durbar, and managed as is cx- 
prefsly fet forth and defined in the following letter of inftructions,—which the Prefi- 
dent has prepared and fubmitted to our confideration ; with fuch additions as may 
eccafionally be deemed neceffary by the refident at the Durbar. e 
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Form of Instructions to be iffued by the Refident at the Durbar to the feveral Supre 


vifors. 


To Mirs = mà 
SIR, 


As the Board have judged it expedient to appoint fupra-vifors on behalf of the 
Company in each particular province, with a view to afcertain in a minute, clear, and 
comprehenfive manner, a variety of circumftances which intimately concern the wel- 
fare of the country; the province of is hereby placed under your in- 
fpection, and the following objects are pointed out and diftinguifhed under refpective 
heads, as a direction for your conduét, and an explanation of the fervice e>-e¢ted from 
you in your departinent. - 








1. 4 fummary Hiftory of the Province. 


You are to collect, under this head, the form of the ancient conftitution of the 
province, compared with the prefent ; an account of its pofieffors or rulers, the order 
of their fucceffion, the revolutions in their families, and their connections; the pe- 
culiar cuftoms and privileges which they, or their people — have eftablifhed and 
enjoyed; and, in fhort, every tranfaction which can ferve to trace their origin and pro- 
grefs, or has produced any material changes in the affairs of the province. 


2. The State, Produce, and Capacity of the Lands. 


The firt meafure which fhould occur to your attention in an enquiry of this na- 
ture, is to procure a complere Hutftabood, or rent-rol!, with the number of Begahs, 
or meafures of land, contained in each diftrict, according to the original furveys and 
meafurements, and the method in which they were laid out and appropriated. The 
next is to fix the ancient boandaries and divifions. This being completed, you may 
proceed to trace the alterations which chance, favour, art, or oppreffion, have gra- 
dually produced in the face of the country until the j refert time. Mlanv portions of 
land have been added to, or feparated from the ancient divifions; thefe fhould be 
rigidly fcrutinized and carefully noted. The Zemundars have enjoyed confider- 
able tracts rent free, on various pretenccs, and for various purpofes. The abufes in 
the beftowal and fale of ‘Talooks are notorious, being generally the reward of the crea- 
tures of government, obtained by unwarrantable mears, and held with extraordinary 
immunities. The titles of the prefenr poficfiors fhould therefore be exan.ined, to- 
gether with the valuation of fuch lands before they became ‘Talooks, and before their 
ewners acquired that independent footing; fo that fome judgment may be formed ot 
their real revenue, ‘and in what degree the limitation of the grant is exceeded by the 
quantity now held. Charitable and religious donations, which fucceffive princes have 
made, many through zeal, but moft through vanity,—form no inconfiderable part of 
fome diftricts: anc as it may reafonably be fuppofcd, that in a courfe of years the 
produce of fuch benefa¢tions has been mifapplied and perverted, or that the parti- 
cular perfons or .ocietics, in whofe fupport they were granted, have fallen or de- 
cayed,—it is «xpected that you diligently fearch into and report their true ftate. You 
arc alfo to particularize the extent, production and value of Jagheers; the titles of the 
prefent pofleflors, &c. as in the Talooks. Or the lands called Cofs, which are under 
the immediate fuperintendence of governments tor want of farmers. Of the Comar, 
which are lands cultivated by contract. Of the Ryotty, which are tenanted and cul- 
tivated by the natives on the fpot. And of the waite lands, diflinguifhing fuch as are 
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léared, and have been neglected through a decreafe of population, from fuch as are 
cov red with jungle *. 

l hefe informations, provided they be derived from genuine authorities, and con- 
fir > ed by an accurate infpeétion of your own, will enable you to compute what the 
productions of the country, dedudéting the confumption of the inhabitants, will yield 
for the purpofes of commerce; and how far the wealth and profperity of it may be 
augmented by an encouragement being given to the culture of any particular article, 
either as a neceffary of life, or as a material in manufactures. 


, The amount of the Revenues, the Ceffes, or arbitary Taxes, and of all demands what- 
foever which are made onthe Ryot, ether by Government, Zeméendar, or Collector, with 
the manner of colletting them, and the gradual rife of every new impoft. 


One capital grievance being the inequality of affeffinents arifing from the multitude 
of Talooks and fequeftered lands above-mentioned, you are to penetrate through the 
chicanery of thofe employed, and acquire an exact detail of every particular-tax or cefs; 
noting in what particular part of the country the burthen falls, where partial exemp- 
tions are allowed, and what is the equitable proportion to the whole. Another grie- 
vance, which is equal to the former, is the variety of demands which the collector, 
from the Aumil and Zeméendar to the loweft Pyke, impofe without any colour or licence 
from the government; fome of which have been fo long exacted and paid, that the 
Ryots begin to imagine the oppreffion is fanctified by government, and is not the 
mere fraud of the collectors. The multiplying pf fuperfluous agents and inferior 
colleCtors may be alfo deemed a fourc of extortion; and it is a very effential part 
of your duty to inform yourfelf in wha refpecét their numbers have been caufelefsly 
ancreafed; to enumerate their perquifites, and how much they may be fuppofed to 
exceed them. As likewife the expence and arrangement of Gauts and public markets, 
with the duties colleéted at-each upon the inhabitants or traders, and the application 
of fums to be levied. | 

Drogahs, Cutwalls, and Pykes, maintained for the protection of the tenants, are, 
it is to be feared, too often phe intruments of their oppien ; at leaft fall very fhort 
of anfwering the end propofed by them. Accounts fhould be taken of their number 
and expence, how they are arranged, and how paid. 

A third and equally important object of your attention, under this head, is to fix 
the amount of what the Zeméendar receives from the Ryot, as his income or emolu- 
ment; wherein they generally exceed the bounds of moderation, taking advantage of 
the perfonal attachment of their people, and of the inefficacy of the prefent reftrictions 
upon them ; fince the prefence of the Aumil more frequently produces a {fcene of 
collufion than a warinefs of conduct. When the fum of the produce of the lands, 
and of each demand on the tenant, is thus afcertained with certamty, the proportion 
of what remains to him for the fupport of his family, and encouragenent of his in- 
duftry, will clearly appear, and lead us to the reality of his condition. 

Amonpeftt the chief effeéts which are hoped for from your refide: ce in that province, 
and which ought to employ and never wander from your attention, are to convince 
‘the Ryot that you will ftand between him and the hand of op reffion; that you 
will be his refuge and the redreffer of his wrongs; that the calammes ne has already 
fuffered have fprung from an intermediate caufe, and were neither known nor per- 
mitted by us: that honeft and direét applications to you will never fail producing 
{peedy and equitable dccifions : that, after fupplying the legal due of government, 
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he may be fecure in the enjoyment of the remainder; and, finally, to teach him a 
vencration and aficct.on for the humane maxims of our government. 


4. The Regulgtion of .Commerce. 


ual intricacyeand fimilar combinations will be found to oppofe your progrefs in 
this work. ‘The power, the artifice, the complicated connections of public and pri- 
vate agents, Pycars, and Dellols, will all unite in preferving their ufurpations on the 
manufacturer and Ryot; which they have hitherto done by precluding their accefs to 
our tribunals, and dettroving every kind of intercourfe between them and us. That one 
enquiry may precede another without confufion, or blending different caufes with differ- 
ent effects, you fhould open your difcoveries with an eftimate of the productions of every 
diftri€t, both in quantity and kind ; the amount of manufactures and the number of ma- 
nufacturers employed in cach branch, with the annual duties colleéted on them; not 
confining yourfelf to the prefent time, but recurring to paft years; that, at one view, 
you may difcern their ftate of increafe and decreafe; and by remarking the prices and 
qualities at diftinét periods, you will in like manner become acquainted with the im- 
provement or decline in the quality. 

Your next confideration is to find the channels through which the feveral articles, 
roduced by the joint labour of the manufacturer and cultivator, have been diffufed. 
he proportion which fell to the fhares of the Englifh, French, Dutch, and other 

foreigners, as well as to the native merchant ; likewife what was retained for the con- 
fumption of the diftri¢ts themfelves; concluding this refearch with a comparative view 
of the rife and fall in the demand, and ftating the ballance of the trade as it occa- 
fionally varied in favour of one or the other me' chant. After you have advanced thus 
far, the moft difficult and confequential tafk fi.ll remains for you to furmount; which 
is, to lay open and abolifh the feveral fpecies of impofition which are practifed by 
Gomaftahs, Pycars, Dellols, and the whole chain of agents through whofe hands 
the articles of merchandize pafs from the loom of the manufacturer, or the ftore-houfe 
of the cultivator, to the public merchant or exporter; fo that clandeftine agreements 
and extraordinary demands may no longer exift, to the utter defpondency of the poor ; 
but a way being opened for them to deal with the fair trader, their induftry may be 
quickened by the certainty of their profits. 


5- The Adminiftration of Fuftice. 


It is difficult to determine whether the original cuftoms or the degenerate manners 
of the Muffulmen have moft contributed to confound the principles of right and wrong 
in thefe provinces. Certain it is, that almoft every decifion of theirs is a corrupt 
bargain with the higheft bidder. The numerous offences which are compromifed by 
fines have left a great latitude for unjuft determinations. Trifling offenders, and even 
many condemned on fictitious accufations, are frequently loaded with heavy demands, 
and capital criminals are as often abfolved by the venal judge. Your conduét in all 
capital offences fhoula be to enforce juftice where the law demands it, checking every 
compofitron by fine.or mulét; and where any difputes arife in matters of property, 
you fhould recomriend the method of atbitration to any other; and inculcate ftrong! y 
in the minds of the people that we are not defirous to augment our revenue by fuch 
impofitions, but fo acquire their confidence by the equity and impartiality of our pro- 
ceedings, and by our tendernefs for their happinefs. ‘The arbitrators fhould be men 
chofen by the parties themfelves, and of known integrity, and whofe circumftances 
may fupppofe them exempt from venality, and promife beft to infure their rectitude. 
In capital crimes, the fentence fhould, before execytion, be referred to me, and by 


me 





236 A P PE N D I 


ae to the miniers, that they may ultimately approve or mitigate it, according to 
the peculiarity of the cafe. You are farther to obferve, that the want of regular re- 

ifters of all caufes and determinations has encouraged the natural propenfity of the 
judge to bribery afid fraud, by making him eafy with refpect to any future profecution 
on a rehearing of the cafes which have been thus partially deterrgined. Whereas, 
whilft a reference to records is aluays open, he muft live in perpetual fear of detec- 
tion. One of thefe regitters fhould be lodged in the principal Cutcherry of the 
province, and an authenticated copy tranfmitted to Murfhed-abad. As to fuits on 
account of revenues, thefe will, we are flattered, be much obviated in future by the 
happy confequences of our poffeffing a real, local, and undifguifed knowledge of the 
country ; which we promife ourfelves from the inveftigations above mentioned, and 
from your diligence and exactnefs in the performance of the feveral duties. 

For the‘Ryot being eafed and fecured from all burthens and demands but what are 
impofed by the legal authority of goverment itfelf, and future Pottahs * being granted 
him, fpecifying that demand; he fhould be taught that he is to regard the fame as a 
facred and inviolable pledge to him, that he is liable to no demands beyond their 
amount. There can, cere ore, be no pretence for fuits on that account ; no room 
for inventive rapacity to practife its ufual arts: all will be fair, open, regular. Every 
man will know what he can call and defend as his own; and the fpirit of lawlefs en- 
croachment fubfiding, for want of a field for exercife, will be changed into a fpirit of 
induitry ; and content and fecurity will take place of continual alarms and vexations. 

I fhall now proceed to give you fuch inftructions for effecting the above points, as 
experience has proved to be moft eligible; and fhall begin with obferving, on the firft 
head,—or - . 

The Hiftory of the Provinces. 


I would not have you embarrafs yourfelf with records more remote than thofe of 
the reign of Sujah Cawn ; as, at that æra of good order and good government, no 
-alterations had taken place in the ancient divifions of the country, and the confufion 
which is now apparent has been pofterior to thofe times. From that date, you will 
probably find records in the public Cutcherry, abounding with every material ; but 
as fome may be deftroyed or mutilated, your refource, in fuch cafes, muft be to confult 
with men of the beft underftanding and longeft experience in the diftri¢ts, from whom 
you will moft likely meet with fatisfactory information; and who, from many and 
prevailing motives, which are deducible from their natural character, will gladly con- 
tribute their ftore of knowledge tothe account. In the courfe of this reference to 
living authorities, you will doubtlefs meet with various characters and claffles of men, 
whofe informations will be tinétured with the prejudices of education, habit, fuperfti- 
tion, and other failings; but your own judgment muft direct you in extracting the 
truth, and diftinguifhing between the private biafs of indviduals and the real ftate of 
facts. 

Secondly, The State, Produce, and Capacity of the Lands. 


It will require your greateft attention and application to enable you to form a 
general and particular Huftabood, or rent-roll, of the diftri¢ts. You may, perhaps, 
find what is called a Huftabood in the Sudder or principal Cutcherry : but this, 
inftead of fatisfying, muft ftimulate your curiofity; for the contents of it are 
merely adapted to the private intercfts of the Zeméendars, filled with reprefentations 
defignedly difguifed, to fquare with thcir offers and accounts with government, loofely, 
unfaithfully, and partially formed in every inftance. In fact, thay can fupply you 
with little more than a propreffiye hiftory of the prefent difinemberments, and oniy 
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fuggeft to you the degrec of oppreffion which the multiplication of collectors and 
charges has, on that account, from time to time, brought upon the Ryotj 

After this, you are to proceed to a local inveftigation of the quantity of lands and 
their rents, which is to be performed by vifiting each divifion yourfelf, and calling 
upon the Zeméendar or head-collector for the Hutftabood of the divifion under his ma- 
nagement. But fou are not to content yourfelf with this: from hence you are to 
defcend to the fubdivifions of the grand diftri€@t, and to the fmall Cut¢herries of cach 
colleétor, however inconfiderable; and this will procure you a lift of the Pottahs 
as diftributed to every Ryot, and fuppofed to contain the quantity of land poffeffed 
by each, and the amount of rent with which it is charged. Thus you will be enabled 
to afcertain how far the Huftaboods given in by the colle€tors of the grand 
divifions differ from the Huftaboods of the leffer, from the principal down to 
the {malleft fubdivifion. And by taking the fum of any number of Pottahs im any 
particular place, and comparing the amount of thofe Pottahs with the amount fpeci- 
fied in the Huftaboods, you will arrive at a medium certainty of the excefs or- defi- 
ciency of the.lands and rents as rated therein. And accordingly as the error or falla- 
cioufnefs of the accounts fhall appear to require it, you are to caufe an exact meafure- 
ment to be taken of portions of land in different places, in order to arrive at a judg- 
ment of the whole from the proportional parts. And that no collufion between the Ze- 
méendars and colleétors may retard, elude, and counteract thefe important enquiries, ~ 
the fear of lofing their Zeméendarry or employment fhould be held upto them; and if 
you find the affociation againft you ftrong and obftinate, upon a reprefentation and 
ample proofs of his mifconduct produced to me, you may be affured that examples fhalt 
be immediately ordered, and every delinquent F> made fenfible that there is no room 
for lenity where collufive oppreffion is contir aed in defiance of all reftricticn. The 
Ryot too fhould be impreffed in the moft fo'cible and convincing manner, that the 
tendency of your meafures is to his eafe and relief; that every oppofition to them 1s 
rivetting his own chains, and confirming his fervitude and dependence on his op- 
preffors ; that our objeét is not increafe of rents, or the accumulation of demands, but 
folely by fixing fuch as are legal, explaining and abolifhing fuch as are fraudulent and 
unauthorifed, not only to redrefs his prefent grievances, but, to fecure him from all far- 
ther invafions of his property. f | 

I muft here introduce a remark, which I recommend to your particular attention : 
if it fhould happen, that fome very authentic and pofitive evidence is required to 
eftablifh a particular fufpicion, or that you are inclined to diftruft an information ; 
there is one, and indeed only one, fafe, and eafy method of proceeding. Select an 
intermediate perfon, unfufpected either by the officers of the government or your own 
dependents, give him his orders yourfelf, and let him chufe another of the fame 
occupation with the perfon from whom you would feek the information, who 
may be fo entirely removed from you, and fo peculiarly connected as to create no 
furmife of his commiffion ; and let him, with the confidence and familiarity of an 
equal and fellow-fufferer, pretend to confult the other on his grievances and the means 
of redrefs. ‘This will?naturally produce the fame opennefs on the other fide, and he 
will readily obtain a fight or copies of any papers, agreements, &c. which may be 
wanting; and you will be in pofieffion. of them before the alarm of an enquiry can 
jpread among the guilty, and g% e them an opportunity of combining againft you. 

On the contrary, were thofe precautions omitted, and a publicly announced ferutiny 
attempted, you muft have a thoufand obftructions to contend with, which are all ob- 
viated by the above mode of fecrecy, and the ufé of intermediate agents, whom you 
may employ to any number, and contrive to check in fuch a manner as will deprive 
them of the power of deceiving you. Small rewards may likewife have weight, and 
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ought nof to be neglected; and it is not to be doubted, but that by a proper and 
prudent application of them, joined to the above-mentioned hints, you will become 
mafter of a perfect and extenfive intelligence of every circumftance, however minute 
and inveloped. The evafions and artifices which are familiar to the natives of thig 
country have often been fuccefsful in fcreening them from that open and manifeft 
detection which can juftify punifhment. The good confequence o: that pofitive evi- 
dence above mentioned, in any cafes where the Zeméendar or collector are concerned, 
and rely on their cuftomary defences, will put itin your power to call them to a public 
examination, and render their crime and their punifhment equally notorious, without 
fubjeCting the authors of your information to the refentment of the Zeméendars, or-the 
abloquy of their neighbours. 


Haviig thus obtained fufficient and authentic accounts of the rent-rolls of the diftriéts, 








by fearching into the papers and records of the finalleft as well as the lar eft, compari 
therr ve Huftaboods, furveying and meafuring the lands which appear cad 





above or below their real value and extent, you are to bring your inveftigation home 
to the Zeméendar. For this purpofe, the records are to be confulted, aod the periods 
moft applicable to the defign feem to be thefe three; the government of Sujah Cawn, 
of Aliverdy Cawn, and the prefent. By collating the Huftabaods given in by the 

dars with thofe you obtain from the fmaller diftricts, you will diftinguith the 
quantity of land which they have ufurped from the government, and enjoy for their 
owh ule and Cer free of rent. And again, by oppofing the fum of the Pot- 
tahs of any particular fpace in any fubdivifion to the fum ftated in its Huftabood, you 
will alfo lay open the fierce which the petty collectors and their dependents have ac- 
quired for themfelves, after the exam le of their principals ; for this fpecies of fraud 
äs carried’on by general connivance, fmom the heads to the loweft denominations. All 
lands which are found to have Been thu; illegally difmembered, are to be immediately 
xe-annexed, and a refumption fet on fooc by government. 

Befides thefe advantages which the Zeméendar pofleffes by the fecret appropriation of 

land, and has fecured to himfelf by partial Huftaboods, he has an originally allowed 
title to the freehold of fome lands, und to the enjoyment of fome perquifites ; but 
abufes have crept alike intothem all. The meaning and intent of his being indulged 
with fuch exclufive effions was to fupply his family with the neceffaries and con- 
veniencies of life. nder the name of esate and Nankor, one fpot was to yield him 
rice, another was allotted to him as pafture; a particular tank was to afford him fifi 
and water ; and, in like manner, diftiné {pots were given up to him for every diftinét 
article of ¢anfumption. Though this indulgence was confined to this purpofe only, 
there is juft caufe for fuppofing that he has extended his claims, and availed himfelf 
of opportunities to lay his hands on the revenues of the government, and on the pro- 
perty of the Ryots, where he has no foundation of right, nor colour of pretence. 
The Nuzzer-anna, which is called Sedee, and confifts both in provifions‘and money, 
is an inftance of it; and neither he nor his attendants move from one place to another; 
without demanding and exacting it from the inhabitants of his diftri€t; a cuftom which 
ought to be permitted only under reftrictions, and in a manner_that the Ryots may 
not wantonly be defpoiled, but the demand limited to a reafonable contribution. 

Another confiderable fource of profit to him is the levying of fines at will, which 
is a power that ought to be totally extinguifhed. , He likewle raifes large fums 
from duties collected in the markets, and aflumes an aurnority over the Ryots to re- 
quire their labour gratuitoufly, which fometimes might be allowed, were not the poor 
labourer too often taken under this pretence from his own iinmediately neceflary duty, 
to attend the mere arbitrary pleafure of his Zeméendar, who receives large prefents out 
of the various productions of the diftrict, which, though intended originally for his 
own 
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own private confumption, is often fold by his dependents. Add to thefe, he frequently 
claims a Batta on rupees at an arbitrary valuation, which is an illegal pap seas and 
ought to be difcontinued in future. Thefe, and all fuch exceffes in the Zeméendar, 
which need, not be here mentioned, as they will open tq you as you proceed, fhould be 
retrenched ; and all his emoluments of every kind be reduced to the fulfilling the pur- 
pofes for which they were granted, and there bounded. 
-- The Talooks, Jagheers, and charitable or religious donations come next undet 
confideration. You are to call for a particular account of all lands which are held on 
thefe tenures; and that every motive to concealment may be deftroyed, it fhould 
be particularly notified, that whatever proprietor delays pos his name, and the 
ftate of his grants or purchafes, after a time prefixed, is to forfeit them. to the go-. 
vernment. By taking care to fix the period for regiftering their Sunnuds far beyond 
what’ is neceffary, you will anticipate all pleas which may be prefented if behalf of 
negleéts, and have no room to difpute the equity of the_ forfeiture. : 
M § have before taken notice of the undue means of obtaining Talooks, which are 
either beftowed on fome favourite or underling of the government, or purchafed by 
one individual of another; but as the title cannot ftand clear or valid, without a confir- 
. mation of it from the Nabob, in both cafes where fuch cannot be made appear, the 
title becomes void, and the Talook reverts to the government. : , 

For thefe reafons you fhould enter deeply and ftrictly into the merits.of the Ta- 
lookdars, with refpet to their families, their connections and pretenfions; and pət- 
ticularly remark the flaws and exceptions whic’: occur to you. 

The increafe in the number of Talooks has veen highly impolitic, and detrimental 
to the general profperity, and to the diffufica of population in the cou>tm. The 
tenants of a Talook are poffefied of fo many indulgencies, and taxed with fuch evi- 
dent partiality and tendernefs in proportio:. to the reft, that the Talooks generally 
{warm with inhabitants whilft other parts <r. deferted; and in addition to the natural 
_defire of changing from a worfe to a be.: S.uation, inticements are frequently em- 
ployed by the Talookdars to augment th€’_Sncourfe to their lands. They have alfo, 
at favourable feafons, when the government was bufied in other affairs, or weakened 
by faction, made confiderable encroachments, and moft probably poffefs externfive 
tracts beyond the original grants. Now it ought to be remembered that the welfare 
and good of the whole was never intended to be facrificed to the enriching of a few, 
„perhaps worthlefs, individuals ; who can fhew no pretence to thefe peculiar advantages, 
‘but a proftitution of their integrity to their avarice. Your aim muft, therefore, be 
to remove all diftinctions, to bring every man upon a footing with his neighbour, to 
lighten the burthen on the whole by making it equal and impartial, and to enforce the 
the furrender of lands unlawfully poffeffed. 

Jagheers are always, as Talooks are fometimes, rewards to particular perfons; but 
differ from them in being gifts of the crown, confirmed only by the Nizam. The 
grants are either hereditary or expirable with life ; the fame accounts are to be taken 
of them. Defective titles in the Jagheerdars, and a tranfgreffion of the order for 
appearing and regiftering their Sunnuds, are to be attended with the fame confe- 

uences. 
i As to charitaun or religious donations, the lands fo fequeftered are to be eftimated 
with regard to their ext m, productions, and value; if the amount appears to exceed 
the endowment of the inftitution, the overplus fhould be brought to credit; if the in- 
{titutions are decayed or perverted, they fhould be entirely abolifhed, and the revenues 
re-aflumed by government. 

~ The Cofs lands, which are fuperintended by government for want of farmers, are 
‘{pecified in the accounts of the Sudder Cutcherry.* As it imports us to know whether 
G g acci- 
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accidental caufes, or the malverfations of the managers of fuch lands have been the 
primary caufe of their decay, you will make a full and circumftantial report thereof. 
And as it may be apprehended that even fince their falling under the hands of govern- 
ment, the time and attention of the public officers have been employed rather in 
leaning the fmall remains of fubftance fromm them, than in nourifh.og and recovering 
them from diftrefs, their condu€&t fhould be examined. The trueft teft of it will be 
your afcertaining the produce of the lands under the laft farmer before they becaine 
Cofs, and what has been received from them fince; which will point out the im- 
rovemient or decreafe by their fuperintendence. | And if it fhould be found that the 
ds haye been falling inftcad of rifing in value, there can be no doubt of the unfit- 
nefs of fuch men, nor any hopes of teeing the Cofs lands peopled, cultivated, and 
profpering under their hands. After a due confideration of their prefent ftate, public 
notice fhofld be given that we are ready to reccive offers for farming them at a term 
of two, three, four, or five years, at an annual increafing rent; at the end of which 
period they are to pay the fame as other lands, and to be fubjected to all orders which 
may be occafionally iffued by government for the regulation of the revenues, and- 
country in general. 

The Comar lands, having no native tenants, are cultivated by contract. The cuf- 
tom and terms of contra¢t are various in various diftri¢cts, but, in general, there is one 
fettled rule. An advance in money is made by the Zeméendar to the cultivator, by 
the help of which he tills and improves the land. When the crops are cut and ga- 
thered in, they are generally divided bi tween the cultivator and the Zeméendar; from 
ene third to one half to the cultivator, nnd the remainder to the Zemeendar; when the 
former accounts with the latter for the amount of the advances, which are often taxed 
by the Zemeendar with an heavy intereft or fraudulently exceeded by an arbitrary va- 
luation, far below the market price of the goods or products of the lands, in which 
he is paid. Your object is to inform yc »~elf what the cultivator really receives for 
his labour, and in what he ‘is injmed, tecondly, what the Zeméendar embezzles 
and fecretes from government by an w..efvaluation of the productions of the foil 
which he thus receives, finking the amount of the returns ; ond by other means which 
ferve to deceive us, and obTtruét the progrefs of cultivation in thefe lands. In all 
which, I apprehend, you will find ño difficulty if you only afcertain the amount and 
market price of thefe products, and compare them with what the Zeméendar brings 
publicly to the credit of government ; and comparing the accounts of the Zeméendar 
with thofe of the cultivator, it will expofc the total of his undue acquifitions, enable 
you to penetrate through the arts of concealment, and give you a thread by which to 
unravel the whole gradation of collufive fraud in this particular. As the unequal 
diffufion of inhabitants has been the caufe of this fcarcity of cultivation in different 
parts, every expedient fhould be ufed to encourage people to fettle on the Comar and 
wafte lands, that they may be converted into Ryotty. The great towns, whofe po- 
puloufnefs only ferves to propagate poverty and idlenefs, might undoubtedly afford 
numbers of ufeful hands, who in their prefent fituations are either a burthen or a peft 
tothe community. Thefe fhould be fought out, and taught to apply to culture, ie 
ing fuch profpects and expectations in thcir view as will engage their confent. The 
Talooks and Jagheers will likewife be found to contain many idle and thefe unfervice- 
able, hands; who may, in like manner, be induced to trammpiant themfelves to thefe 
lands, and become farmers. 

Laftly, I fhall fpeak of the Ryotty dands. The quantity in meafurement as welt 
isrevenue, will appear from the feveral Pottahs granted, after the enquiry before re- 
commended; and the amount product in kind you will acquire by afcertaining what is 
really produced on fome partions of land of each different foil, which you may 
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mr for this purpofe, and fo draw a general medium of the produ& of the whole 
yotty. 

This you anay farther check by a comparifon of the amount total with that of the 
Comar, which being received in kind by the cultivator and landlord, the aggregate 
may be more truly and readily known. In the fame-manner, the produce of Te 
heer lands, Talookdarries, and lands for religious purpofes, may be alfo obtained. 

You will doubtlefs readily meet with an account of wafte or uncultivated lands, as 
they ftand recorded in the Cutcherries; but here you will probably find a large field 
of collufion; for whatever lands have been once wrote from the revenue under this 
head, tho’ poffibly deferted but for a fhort time, little has feldom been brought on 
again to the public credit. This will appear by your taking accounts of the wafte 
lands, as they ftand recorded at different periods of time, and from them noting their 
gradual increafe or decreafe. Nothing can afcertain the prefent ftate of thofg lands fo 
well as a local inveftigation. You will probably find them to be a fund to the Ze- 
méendar, or collector, for their creatures or dependents,- who enjoy many flourifhing 
and fertile tracts thus denominated; all which fhould be immediately refumed. 

Having thus clearly diftinguifhed the amount meafurement of the feveral lands, 
and their products of kind, as alfo the land revenue; the ceffes, or arbitrary taxes, 
muft engage your attention. On thefe fubjeéts I have already fpoken in part, and 
fhall now confider what is yet to be done by you. 

The truth cannot be doubted that the poor and induftrious tenant is taxed by his 
Zemeéendar, or collector, for every extravagance hat avarice, ambition, pride, vanity, 
or intemperance may lead him into, over and above what is generally deemed th¢ 
eftablifhed rent of his lands. If he is to be marred, a child born, honours conferred, 
luxury indulged, and Nuzzer-annas, or fines, exacted, even for his own muiicuirduct, 
all muft be paid by the Ryot. And, what Fsightens the diftrefsful fcene, the more 
opulent, who can better obtain redrefs for in.pofition, efcape ; while the weaker are 
obliged to fubmit. —_— | 5 

To obtain an account of thefe ceffes, npoits, there cannot be a more certain 
method than what I have before recommenacd, of getting from the Ryot himfelf a 
{tatement of what he actually pays over and above his eftabJifhed rents, and from this 

ou are.to draw a medium amount of the ceffes levied upon the whole. This fhould 

e fet again{t the amount of the eftablifhed rents of lands fo ceffed. You are then to 
obtain the amount revenue of all Jagheers, Talooks, charitable and religious dona- 
tions; and inform yourfelf whether they bear any part, and what proportion, of this 
burthen; in order that a compatative view may be drawn of the partiality of thefé 
cefles, and what proportion they bear to the lands and revenues of the whole pro- 
vince. 

The number, diftribution, and pay of Drogahs, Cutwalls, and Pykes are next 
Their maintainance arifes from lands fet apart for their ufe, but they are known fre- 
quently to exact articles of provifion and other things from the Ryots, and poffefs too 
great a latitude over the ip pat and perfons of the poor. 

You muft call upon the Zeméendar for a lift of thefe Pykes and their ftations, and 
enquire how far they anfwer the purpofes of their inftitution, or have been multiplied 
without caufe. You fhould endeavour to point out another and better method of 
providing for and ren. cting them in their duty; an eftablifhed allowance, or fome- 
thing which may be deteriffmate, and not tend to the exercife of any power beyond 
that of their duty, would be moft fuitable ; and, on this plan, I recommend it to 
you to reform them. = a 

A lift of all Gapts and public markets is alfo to be procured from the Zeméendar; 
together with a lift of the eftablifhed duties ordered to be colleéted at each. This 
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being obtained, you are to enquire how far the Drogahs and Cutwalls have been 
guilty of levying undue and ilegal duties on the trader or inhabitants. A minute 
enquiry into their conduct, and accounts on the fpot, is neceflary to effect this. 
Perfons fhould be applied to, who can produce the exact amount of goods they have 
themfelves pafled at the Gaut or market, and the duties they have paid, as a check 
to the accounts given in by the Drogahs and others. At the rnarkets and Gauts 
fituated on the borders of the province, fhould be kept an accurate account of all. 
exports and imports, fpecifying the amount, fortment, and quality of each article, with 
the duties upon each ; that the proportion which the exports bear to the imports may 
be cftimated, and a juft opinion formed what affiftance the province may need from, 
and in what degree it can contribute to, the fupply of its neighbours, and the purpofes 
of commerce. 

Having, by thcfe means, obtained an account of all public and private collections 
and impofitions on the Ryot and trader, you will have a fet of materials in your hands 
from which you may venture to form a real Huftabood ; to contain the quantity, 
productions, and rent of all cultivated lands under government ; and likewile the 
quantity, productions, and value of all Jaghecrs, ‘Talooks, charitable and religious 
donations ; which you will draw up according to the form accompanying, and 
tranfmit to me, with fuch annexed remarks, obfervations, and propofals of your own, 
as you may judge important and conducive to the improvement of the lands, the con- 
tent of the Ryot, the extenfion and relicf of trade, the increafe and encouragement 
of any ufeful manufacture or produ Śtion of the foil, and to the general benefit and 
happinefs of the province in every ccnfideration and point of view. 

One thing more remains for me to add, which is, that, at the expiration of every 
year, the accounts of the province are to be clofed, and that a feparate and early ftate 
of balances be made up, noting the czufes of their being incurred, and tranfmit the 
fame to Murfhed-abad ; and you are r.>t to fuffer the accounts of one year in any 
point to interfere or be blended with th another. 


The Regulation of Commerce. 


I fhall now deliver my opinion on the means of perfecting fuch of thofe points 
under this head as are likely to give you moft trouble. The enquiry which I have 
recommended to be fet on foot into the amount of the manufaétures, and the num- 
ber of manufaéturers employed in each branch, fhould be opened by requiring from 
the coileétor, or head man of each diftrict, a lift of thofe who refide therein, with 
their refpective employments. That the eftimate of the ftock of labour may be zs 
clear and perfeét as poflible, you may employ the following checks and collaterd 
arguments: itis only the finer fort of cloth, ufed in the gencral run of commerce, 
that cofts twelve days in the loom; the affortments which come to about five rupees 
ner picce, require only eight days; yet as I allow an extra time for the manufacturer 
to go to market and purchafe new thread and implements, before he can renew his 
work, I therefore, for the greater precifion, fet down the whole expence of time at 
twelve davs. 

Suppofing, then, a manufacturer can furnifh one piece of cloth, of the fize of 
twenty-four cubits by two, and of the value of five rupees, the fpace of twelve 
days; you mat proceed to calculate what any number of nands, in any given fpace 
of timc, ought to perform by the fame rule. 

A fecond check on this eftimate* will be the account of exports, after making a 
reafonable ailowance for home confumption ; and as to the celle¢tor or Zeméendar’s 
report of the number and employments of the manutacturers in his diftrict, ee be 
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fufficitnt to apply to the Dellols, Pycars,-or brokers, without whone fcarce any 
manufacturers deal,, for their number, which will ferve as a farther and collateral 
check to the former. In your progrefs towards an abolition of fecret €moluments and 
abufes in trade, you are to confider that an open and public enquiry would in many 
cafes, as in.the revenues, multiply difficulties, if not totally defeat the end of your 
labours. To proceed with any hopes of arriving at the truth, you muft employ a 
perfon who may be quite a ftranger to the agents and their trade, to engage a fecond, 
and he a third, to purchafe at the eftablifhed markets, as for his own ufe, famples of 
different articles of trade. | 

Others fhould be employed in the fame manner, and with the fame caution, to 
obtain a fight or copies of fuch adjuftments of accounts as have paffed between the 
firt manufacturer and the purchafer, whether Pycar, Dellol, or merchant. Thefe 
accounts, if authentic,. will difclofe the firt coft, and the private purchafes above re- 
commended will fhew the market price; which, fet againft the agents atcounts, will 
clearly denominate whether the fair and juft value has been paid for the goods, and 
and what are the exprefs advantages accruing to the agent and his accomplices. 
Nuzzer-annas, brokerage, difcount on rupees, intereft on advances, fines for non-com- 
pliance with terms of contract, are the chief; and all are deducted after an apparent 
and nominal rate of market price has been previoufly fixed to the goods. When 
thefe gains, acquired by the Pycars, Dellols, and agents, from the multiplicity of taxes 
on the manufacturer, which have been laid on by collufion, and removed from our 
eyes by diftance and eftrangement, induftm>ufly brought about between us and him,, 
are, in the above manner, feverally detecter. and abolifhed; you are to adopt thefe 
meafures for the introduction of fair dealing, and the diffolution of clandeftine com- 
pacts. of particular fets of men, formed to rob the manufacturer of kis duc, and to: 
accumulate to themfelves and their dependents, what ought to be free and beneficial 
to all. Ufe every means, and hold up very inducement to the manufacturer, to 
bring his goods to public market, and ta make his bargain openly and directly him- 
felf. Order daily regifters of the ame-int, quality, amd price of goods fold, and of 
the prices of goods for which advances ‘wave been made; and allow no goods to be 
taken away from the market until they have been regiftered, under a penalty of a 
double dutv, or fomething of that kind. Let it be Your conftant employment to 
make thefe principles and maxims univertfally underftood and adopted by all colleétors, 
Zeméendars, and every public agent ; that commerce and agriculture mutually affitt 
each other, and thrive from the fame caufes. That as the frecdom of the one be- 
comes better eftablifhed and the diffufions more general, the advantages of the other 
will be proportionable. 

The Ryot will, confequently, find the demand for his labour more extenfive, and 
his fituation made eafier and happier by the additional flow of money into the pro- 
vince. : 

The Adminiftration of Juftices 


The inftance where venal, ignorant, and rapacious judges avail themfelves of a 
crude and mercenary fyftem of laws, of the prevalence of lcentioufnefs, and the) 
force of reigning habits and cuftoms, have been already mentioned. I can only re- 
peat, that it is y* <r part to endeavour to reform all thete corruptions which have en- 
croached.on the prua. rights of both the Mahomedans and Hindoos ; particularly 
by abolifhing the arbitrary impofition of fines, and recommending all in your power 
the more equitable method of arbitration. , 

The officers of juftice and Kazzies, who are eftablifhed by the Makhomedan law, 
ás alfo the Bramins, who adminiiter juflice among the Flindcos, in every villape, 

town, . 
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town, and quarter, fhould all be fummoned to appear, produce their Sunnuds, or 
4uthority for ating, and regifter them. Records, of whatever cafes are heard and 
determined, are to be fent to and depofited in the Sudder Cutcherry of the province, 
and a monthly return thereof forwarded to Murfhed-abad. 

The regifter of Sunnuds is intended to deter any from exercifing a judicial, be- 
caufe lucrative function, who may not be legally appointed by government, if a 
Mahomedan, or fairly elected by his caft, if a Hindoo. And the depofiting of all 
cafes and determinations, added to the other regulation, will figure to the feveral 
officers a vigorous and obfervant power, watching all their actions, and, in cafe of 
abufes, direct you at once to the culpable. 

The peculiar punifhment of forfeiting cafts, to which the Hindoos are liable, is 
often inflicted from private pique and perfonal refentment amongit themfelves; and 
requires to be reftrained to thofe occafions only where there may be a regular procefs, 
and clear prdofs of the offence before the Bramins, who are their natural judges. 
But when any man has naturally forfeited his caft, you are to obferve that he cannot 
be reftored to it, without the fanction of government; which was a political fupre- 
macy referved to themfelves by the Mahomedans, and which, as it publicly aflerts 
the fubordination of Hindoos, who are fo confiderable a majority of.fubjects, ought 
not to be laid down; though every indulgence and privilege of caft fhould be other- 
wife allowed them. 

Having now fpoken to all points eps Se prefent occur, and are looked for from 
-your appointment, I fhall here fubjoin fone remarks on the importance of the object, 
and your own condutt in the purfuit of 1t. 

Your commiffion entrufts you with tht fuperintendance and charge of a province, 
whofe rife and fall muft confiderably affect the public welfare of the whole. The ex- 
ploda od eradicating numberlefs opprefhons which are as grievous to the poor as 
they arè injurious to the government; the :lifplaying of thofe national principles of 
honour, faith, rectitude, and humanity, Wifich fhould ever characterife the name of 
an Englifhman ; the impreffing the loweft indjyidual with thefe icteas, and raifing the 
heart of the Ryot from oppreffion and deffPohdency to fecurity and joy, are the va- 
‘luable benefits which muft refult to our nation from a prudent and wife behaviour on 
your part. Verfed as you are“in the language, depend on none, where you yourfelf 
can poffibly hear and determine. Let*acceis to you be eafy, and be careful of the 
conduct of your dependents. Aim at no undue influence yourlelf, and check it in 
all others. Great fhare of integrity, difintereftednefs, affiduitv, and watchfulnefs is 
neceflary, not only for your own guidance, but as an example to all others ; for 
your activity and advice will be in vain, unlefs confirmed by example. i Carefully 
avoid all interefted views by commerce, or otherwife, in the province, whilft on this 
fervice ; for, though ever fo fair and honeft, it will awaken the attention of the de- 
figning, double the labour of developing ftratagems, and of removing burthens and 
difcouragements with which the commerce of the country in general has been loaded. 
You have before you a large field to eftablifh both a national and private character ; 
Jofe not the opportunity, which is to be temporary only, for your whole proceedings 
will be quickly revifed ; a teft which the board confider due to themfelves, as a con- 
firmation of the propriety of their choice; to you, as an act of juftice to your con- 
duét ; and to the public, for the fecurity of its interefts. As the tent and import- 
ance of your truft are great, fo in proportion will be the approbation or cenfure, 
arifing from your good or ill conduét in it, be attended with unufual diftinction or 
particular feverity. Sentiments which I eonvcy to you, to fhew the degree of confi- 
dence the Board repofe in your integrity and abilities; but by which I mean not the 
remoteft fufpicion, either in them or mviclf, of your difappointing their SADE. 
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You are to be careful to acquaint me, or the refident at the Durbar for the time 
being, with every material circumftance worthy of remark; your correfpondence 
muit, confequently, be regularly and clofely kept up; and you are to follow all fuch 
farther orders as I may judge neceflary to fend you.- 

I with you fuécefs in this undertaking. and am, 


Sir, Your moft obedient humble fervant. 


Sele? Committees refolutions thereon. 
Fort William, Auguft 16, 1769. 

It is unanrmoufly agreed to lay the foregoing obfervations, and fentiments of the 
Committee, before the Prefident and Council, in order for their being carried into 
execution with all convenient expedition. f 

The letter of inttruétions, which the Prefident has framed and laid before us, for 
the guidance of the future fupra-vifors, being drawn up with fo much clearnefs and 
precifion, and with an equal knowledge of th> fubject, that the Committee cannot 
fuffer it to be recorded, without recording, alfo, their unanimous approbation of it. 








On the GOLD COINAGE. 


No. 135. 
Extracé of Fort William Confultations, dated June 2d, 1766. 


Mr. Campbell, the affav-mafter, being czlled before the Board, reads the regula- 
tions propofed by the Committee for eftablifhing a gold coinage. Whereupon they 
obferve it is propofed, that the par of excnange bit veen the new gold mohur and the 
filver ficca rupee fhall for the prefent be eftimated at the rate of fifteen to one, which 
thcy think too confiderable a profit for the merchants and proprietors for bringing their 
gold to the min", and are of opini n, that the propo ion of fourteen to one, which will 
yield a premium above the par of filver about cigh. per cent. will be a fuficient encou- 
rigement to them for that purpofe. The afla;-mailer being thereupon direéted to 
tnike the fail alteration, digefts the whole inte the form of a letter, which is ordered 
to be eitcred hereaf er. The othcr part of the regulations pointed out by the Com- 
mitte being entirely approved,— 

Ordcred, that the faid regulations be communicated to the refident at the Durbar, 
wth dir°ctions to pur them into execution as foon as poffible,and that public notice be 
all> given at this Prefidency for that purpofe. 


To Wiuham Brightwell Sumner, Lfg. Sc. Council of Fort William, 
GENTLEMIN, 

In ol di nce to your commands, I have now the honour to lay bitore you th plan 
a oj ted by the Sclect Committee, and approved by the minifters, for cftablifhing a 
gold currency to obviate the fearcity of monev which fo large an annual cxportation of 
bullion to China muu ecel -, pro luce. The fuhcme hath already becn intimated to 
the honourable Court of Directors, not as an cfiiétual remedy, but as a pilliitive, 
which will obftruct the pre grels of the evil, until a more radical cure be difcovercd. 

To gis ‘fuch et courage nt to the imy ortation of forcign gold, and advantages to 
t] c natives wl o heard up and feccrete this m tal, as might induce them to apply their 
uf lfs t caf restothepiblic b ngfit, were the great ob'eets of the Commi *œe. Tle dit- 
ficul y lay in fixing upon fuch a mate of cx¢hange as fhould aniwer the intention of bring- 
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ing gold-to the ieor ina reducing filver below that natural value whick it bears 
in moft kingdoms in E » fince this circumftance might be produ&tive of inconve- 
miences at home, Gold-being merely a merchandize in Toa. and the quantity of it 
already contained in the country, very uncertain, it was thought proper to make the 
mean rate of exchange in Europe the principle upon which the following regulations 
for a currency are calculated. 


^ 4s. That the gold mohurs fhall be ftruck bearing the fame impreffion with the pre- 
fent Murfhed-abad ficca, sand that this ni$hur fhall alfo be iffued in the fubdivifions of 
hajves, quarters, and eighths. 

< g. That the new coin fhall be of the finenefs of twenty carats, or it fhall contain 
pne-fxth part of an alloy, which reduces it to Rs. 16 : 9 : 4 per Cent. below 
the value of pure gold, to 14 : 7:7 below the mean finenefs of the Sicca and 
Dehly mohuts, and to 8 : 2 : 2 one-third beneath the ftandard of the prefent 
Arcot gold mohurs. The reafons for fixing upon this ftandard are, that it is 
deemed the.moft convenient for allowing the propofed encouragement to the mer- 
-hants and the proprietors of gold, and likewife for avoiding the great delay and ex- 
pence of refining in a country where the procefs is not underftood, and the materials for 
eonducting it are obtained with difficulty. 

- 3- That the gold mohur fhall be encreafed from fifteen annas, the prefent a€tual 
vogni to fixteen annas, the better to 2 oid thé inconvenience of fraétional numbers 
in the fubdivifional parts and the exchange. 

4- That the par of exchange between the gold mohurs and the filver Sicca rupee 
fhall for the prekat be eftimated at the rate of fourteen to one, reckoning upon .the 
intrinGc * value of either. Thus, a gold mohur weighing fixteen annas fhall be deemed 
equivalent to fourteen ficca rupees. , 

You will perceive, gentlemen, that a Uifcount of one in fifteen, or6 : 10 : 8 per 
Cent. is now made on the exchange propofed by the Committee, in order to obviate 
the very reafonabie objection which the Board made to the exorbitant profits afigned 
to the merchants and proprietors. 

5. That the filver icen rupee fhall not he lefs than the ftandard of 11 oz. 1 
or 13 dwt. better than Englifh ftandard, ence will arife 


5 dwt 


A profit to the merchant of gold - 3 per Cent. 
A batta on the gold mohur - - - 3 ditto. 
A charge of coinage and duties - - 2 ditto. 

8 per Cent. 


which increafed value is calculated from the generally-received exchange of gold and 
filver, and not upon the market-price of gold, which fluctuates daily. 
6. Thatall payments, whether of a public or a private nature, fhall be made at the 


eftablifhed batta, and every attempt to create an artificial batta, or exchange, fhall be 
rigvroufly punifhed. 


7- That a tender of payment, either public or private, fhall in future be equally 
walid in gold and filver, and that.a refufal of the eftablifhed gold currency fhall incur 
fuch punifhment as this Board may think proper to inflict. 


8. That public notice fhall be given to all Zeméendars, colle&ters of the revenue, and 
others, that the collections may be made imdifcrimina ly gold and in filver, the 


* This word ‘stri-fe has been fubftituted in the place of sumerary ; but as infriafic appears in the copy 
at the India houle, I have not ventured to correét the cerror. That the fenfe requires mumerary is evi- 
dent from the preceding regulations ttated in the letter, by which it appears that the gold Mohar con- 
Aains more pure gold, than the Sicca rupee contains pure fluer g yet are they mumerigal/y exchanged as one 
to fourteen. ‘The fecond paragraph of the letter, moreover, has thefe words: ‘‘ It was thought proper 


«« to make the mean rat- of exchange imEutope the pripciple, uppn which the following regulations for a 
# gold currency are ca'culated.”” 


foriner 
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former to be received at the mint and treafury, at the rate propofed in th 2d article ; 
that is the Sicca and Dehly mohurs to be reckoned with an alloy of t4: 7:7 per 
Cent. and the Arcot mohur, with an alloy of 8 : 2 : 2 +, which will produce, agree- 
ably to the principle of exchange laid down, the advantage propofed in article the sth. 

Thefe, gentlemen, are the regulations propofed ky the right honourable the Pre- 
fident, E the*members of the Sele& Committee ; upon which I fhall beg your per- 
miffion to offer the following remarks. 

The eftablifhing a gold currency in the country appears to me the only practica- 
ble method of abolifhing that pernicious fyftem of reducing the Batta on Sicca ru- 
pees annually. There being now a fixed ftandard of value for filver, that metal muft 
in time neceffarily fettle at the precife point which determines the proportion it bears 
to gold. Neither will the fcarcity of any fpecies of rupees affect the Patta, fince 
the gold currency will always afford the means of payment without lols by the ex- 
change. The Batta of the Mohur being invariable, wil foon render that of the filver 
invariable alfo; or elfe the principle of exchange will be deftroyed, and of confe- 
quence the profit to the merchant will become precarious. This effect I think muft 
neceflarily flow from the full eftablifhment of a gold currency; and were there no 
other advantage attending it than reducing to a fixed determinate value the great 
variety of coins with which bufinefs is d ftra¢ted in this country, that alone would be 
well worth the experiment. 

It will be abfolutely neceflary that the m noft care be taken to prevent any debafe- 
ment of the fixed ftandard of the gold Moi ur, which is already rated fo high in the 
exchange. I fhould myfelf apprehend that a fraud of fuch dangerous tendency to 
the public credit fhould be punifhed with death; and as the Englifh laws will not 
authorize fo rigorous a punifhment, except for the adulteration of the current coin of 
Great Britain, that the laws of the country fhould take place. Your refolution on 
this head fhould be publifhed in the mint at Murfhed-abad; and as a farther check 
on the coiners, the refident might be required occafionally to fend down fpecimens 
of the money to be affiayed in Calcutta. | 

I fhould likewife imagine that fevere penalties fhould be annexed to the fecreting, 
defacing, clipping, or melting down the new coinage; and that the fame, together 
with the punifhment to be inflicted on every attempt té vary the Batta, or obftruct 
the currency, fhould be promulgated in every-diftrict of the Nabob’s dominions. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) ALEX. CAMPBELL. 


Fort William, June z, 1766. 


No. 135. 
Extract of Fort William Confultations, dated the 20th March, 1769. 


Read the following letter from the European merchants and principal inhabitants 
of Calcutta ; alfo, a petition from the Armenian merchants, and a letter from the 
Mayor’s Court; fetting forth the great difficulties and diftrefics to which themfelves, 
and the inhabitants in general, are reduced, from the increafing fcarcity of fpecie, 
and earneftly requ*fting the affiftance of the Board for a relicf from the ruinous evil. 


H h No. 
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A. 


. To the Honourable Harry Verelft, €9¢. (Fe. 
GENTLEMEN, 

The univerfal diftrefs of the fettlement at prefent for fpecie, will, we hope, excufe 
our troubling you with this addrefs, requefting in our names, and thofe of the inha- 
bitants of Calcutta in general, the affiitance of your government and authority to 
remedy this evil, which grows every day more feverely felt by every merchant in Bengal. 

We are highly fenfible of your care and attention to the welfare of the inhabit- 
ants, from your late orders regarding the gold Mohurs; and flatter ourfelves that 
this application, as it equally merits, will equally meet with your regard. 

' Before the gold Mohurs were called in, the Shroffs had fo far taken the advantage 
of the neceffity of individuals, that they had made the changing of moncy, from 2 
bare livelihood, to a moft advantageous trade to themfelves, and a diftre(sful tax upon 
every man who wanted money beyond the bounds of Calcutta; yet, at that very 
time, any fum might have been had in filver, by paying a high premium to thofe 
people who had it in their poffeffion. From this we are led to believe, that there is 
{till fpecie fufficient for the trade of Bengal, though perhaps not enough to anfwer 
the currency of this extenfive town; and that if any method could be fallen upon to 
keep the Shroffs to their propher fphere, a#d prevent their taking advantage of the 
neceffities of thofe who carry on trade tẹ the Aurungs, a gold coin might ftill be 
‘made a convenient and ufeful currency far this fettlement, though not for the trade 
of Bengal in general; whereas at prefeni the diftrefs is fo great, that every merchant 
in Calcutta is in danger of becoming bankrupt, or running a rifk of ruin by at- 
tachments on his goods, which would not fell for half their value, it being impoffible 
to raife a large fum at any premium on bond. 

As many of us have feverely felt the late inconveniences, we have often reflected 
on the. various methods by which it appeared to us poffible to remedy them, and we 
hope yon will excufe our fubjoining one for your iuperior judgment, which appears. 
to us moft reafonable ; that is, to coin Mohurs, half Mohua, and quarter Mohurs, 
equal in value and ftandard to thofe commonly called Dehly ; forbidding, by your 
authority, any Shroff, under pain of fevere fine and imprifonment, to exaét more 
than one per Cent. for exchahging them into filver, for the purpofes of merchants 
trading out of Calcutta; with wzich allowance we are perfuaded they will become 
fatisfied in the courfe of a few months; fince, before there was any gold coin fu‘i-- 
cient in Calcutta, they fubfifted by exchanging Sicca rupees into Arcotts, Sunnauts, 
&c. for the Aurung trade; aud we do not remember the exchange ever exceeded two 
per Cent. and was in general only from 4 to + per Cent. Praying your pardon for 
this long‘trefpafs on your patience, we beg leave to fubicribe ourfelves with the ut- 
moft refpect, ` 
Gentlemen, Your moft obcdient and moft humble fervants, 


CORN. GOODWIN, E. STEPHENSON, SAM. MIDDILETON, 
JOHN BATHOE, KIER, REED, CATOR, JAMES LLL IS, 
HUGH INGLIS, and Co. HENRY GRANT, 

R. HUNTER, R. SAUNDERSON, JOHN PETRIE, 

J. ATCHINSON, WILLIAM MAGEE, JAMES LISTER, 
JAMES FRAZER, RUSSEL SKINNER, NATH, ALIDDLETON, 
JOSEPH JEKYLL, JOHIN ROPRINSON, JOSV PEL PRICE, | 
HUGH BAILLIE, FRANCIS DOUGLAS, DAMILI. HOISSARD, 
W. BARTON, H. COT FRELL, AGE KEBLE. 
ROBT. DOBINSON, W. HARWOOD, 

ALEX. MURRAY, DAN. CAMPBELL, 


To 
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B. 
To the Honourable Harry Verelft, Efq. e. Se. 


The bumble Petition of the Armenian Merchants fettled in C alcutta, 
SHEWETH, 

That the fcarcity of coin now felt in this capital, amongft the many intolerable 
evils arifing from it, affects every individual to that degree, that the beft houfes, with 
magazines full of goods, are diftreffed for daily provifions, and that not only a ge- 
neral bankruptcy is to be feared, likely to involve every foul in the fettlement, buta 
real famine in the midit of wealth and plenty. That to prevent thofe evils frona 
coming to a deftructive crifis, your petitioners, prompted by that zeal incumbent 
upon ee as ancient Britifh fubjeéts, and by their own heart-felt diftrefies, humbly 
beg leave to fubmit to your wifdom how far an immediate coinage of Mohurs, with 
all their divifions and fubdivifiors to one Anna, fixteen Siccas value of pure gold, to 
be lawfully tendered in payment univerfally all over thefe Britifh dominions, and ad- 
mitted at the treafury of both capitals, might be an adequate means to ward off the 
impending ruin; “fince any coin whatever is better than no coin at all; a meafure 
brought on by the artificial fcarcity of fi.ver coin, ftrongly pointed out by the com- 
binations evidently entered upon by the ba. kers, and warranted by the large quan- 
tity of gold lately imported into this place: a meafure for the rectitude of which 
your pacon can account to their own confciences, and in the fupport whereof 
‘they hereby beg leave to pledge their good faith and honour. Your petitioners 
humbly hope, honourable Sir and Sirs, that your goodnefs will take the premites 
into confideration, or give them whatever relief your wifdom fhall think fit. 


And your petitioners, bownd.in gratitude and duty, fhall ever pray, &c. 


C. 
To the Honourable Harry Verelfi, Efa- Prefident, €8c. Council at Fort William, 
HonouRABLE-SrrR AND SIRS, 

The honourable the Mayor’s court of the town of Calcutta, beg leave to repre- 
fent, that in the practice of their court they have for fome time paft obferved the 
growth of an evil, which has daily increafed, infomuch that the fufferings of many 
will thereby become intolerable, unlefs a fpeedy relief be afforded them. ‘The evil 
of which they fpeak, is the very great decreafe of fpecie, fo that there remains not 
fufficient for the occafions and intercourfe of commerce, and fcarcely for the private 
œæconomy of the inhabitants of Calcutta. Itis felt by all ranks of people in the 
lofs of credit and confidence ; the fair and honeft dealer is every day profecuted to 
judgment in their court without remedy, from the impoffbility of obtaining payment 
from his debtors, to fatisfy the claim of his creditors, but by a courfe of law. He 
is thus urged by his neceffity to involve himiclf in expenfive fuits; he is forced to 
defend, in order to gain time, though fenfible of the juftnefs, and defirous to pay 
the demand; and he i drove to a hafty profecution, in hopes to recover, before 
judgment paffeth ag~‘nft himfelf, though fully convinced of his debtor’s willing nefs 
to pay as foon as he is <ble; his fubftance is in this manner wafted, and the diftrefs 
which follows too obvio ° and moving to need defcription. : 

They are unable to ¢> prefs what they feel in the difcharge of their duty; but the 
daily inftances of the milancholly confequence? of this calamity, call upon them to 
jay this faithful geprefentatior before you, in full confidence, from the experienced 
¢endernefs and zeal for the public pee and welfare, which has fo particularly 

h2 `~ dittin- 
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diftinguithed your adminiftration, of fuch effectual remedy as in your. wifdom your 
fhall judge moft meet. 






By order of the honourable, the Mayor’s Court, 


Town. Hall, Calcutta, March 14, 1769 JOHN HOLME, Regifter 
. C.- 


The Board being fully fenfible, from daily obfervation and experience, ofthe truth 
of the facts alledged in thefe letters and petition, and convinced of the fatal confe- 
quences, which muft fpeedily and unavoidably accrue from them to the Company’s 
affairs both at home and in India,. 

Refolved, We immediately take this affair into confideration,.and endeavour, as 
far as poffible, to find out fome fafe, or at leaft temporary remedy,,for this growing 
evil, till the. orders of the honourable the Court of Direétors fhall enable us to re- 
move it entirely. Upon a ftrict and impartial enquiry, we find that this {carcity of 
fpecie, fo feverely felt by the merchants here, is not an accidental „or: fictitious one, 
nor confined to Calcutta alone, but that th: fame indigence is fpread over the whole 
country, fo that the minifters have made vo fecret of. their apprehenfions, that either 
the revenues muft fall fhort, or be collgfted in kind, from a want of a fufficient cur- 
rency for fales and purchafes. We can expeét no relief in this, from any fums 
brought into the country, for the purpofe of trade inland, becaufe all: the commerce 
formerly. to the north-weft and weftward by Guzzerat, Cafhmeree, Mogul mer- 
chants, &c. is now precluded by the vaft increafe of our own and foreign inveftments, 
_ whofe advance we fee with concern, but where the ftriétnefs of the Company’s orders 
will not permit us to interfere, though ever fo indireétly. We can ‘expect no filver 
from home, and a mere trifle from the foreign companies.. The French treafury has 
been amply fupplied this year by bills for above twenty lacks-on this fettlement from 
England, befides vaft fums paid into their cafh by individuals. The Dutch imports 
of bullion have, for feveral years paft, not exceeded eight or ten lacks per annum, 
and the-Danes bring not in above two lacks more. The country’s diftrefs muft alfo 
yearly encreafe. Its whole revenues are diverted into our treafury, and only the fums 
neceflary for the inveftment, and our current expences, return again inta.the channel 
of circulation. The difference, therefore, between the amount of the revenues, and 
the fum of the inveftment and difburfements, is an annual lofs to the -currency, and 
muft, in the end, {wallow up the whole, unlefs a proportional import of fpecie is 
made, or till the aggregate of the inveftment and difburfements fhall become equal 
to the whole revenues. This will explain the unavoidable increafe of poverty in the 
country ; and as the treafury is a.continual drain upon that, fo the immenfe exports 
to China, Madrafs, Bombay, with the King’s:tribute, and the expence of a brigade 
out of our provinces, will but too well account for the low ebb to which it has, in its 
turn, been reduced. If. we confider the ftate of the provinces in this- point of view, 
and reflect, at the fame time, that they produce no filver or gold, fo that imports 
of both have been, for a feries of. years, very inconfideral ie: that a large propor- 
tion of their treafures were carried off by a fugitive tyraat, and that, for feveral 
years, few returns have been made to exports in general, aid trade rendered a kind 
ef monopoly in the hands of a few, we. fhall rather be fu prized how. the country 
has fupported itfelf fo long under fuch exhaufting circumftinces, than at the rapid 
progrefs of general penury, 





The 
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The Board having duly and maturely weighed this matter, and having confulted ` 
the principal merchants, Banyans, bankers, and the minifters of the Nizamut, do 
refolve to recommend to the Nizamut, the eftablifhing a new gold currency, on and 
according to the following rules and reftrictions. l 

The Mohur to be of the ancient Dchly ftandard, to weigh feventeen annas Sicca 
weight, and to be iffued and reccived in all public and private difburfements and 
receipts whatever, at 16 Sicca rupees each Mohur. The Mohur to be fubdivided 
into halves, quarters, eighths, and fixteenths; fo that each fixteenth fhall be the va- 
lue of one Sicca rupee. That all gold delivered into the mint for coinage, be coined 


in the following proportions: fuppofing 100 Mohurs, 


A number not exceeding 25 to becoinedinto 25 pieces. 


Halves - - - 18 ditto. - 36 ditto. 
Quarters = = = = 28 ditto. = - 72 ditto. 
Eighths > = = 8 ditt. á = = 144 ditto. 


236 ditto. 


Sixteenths - - 21 ditto. ~ 
Mohurs 100 ditto. - - £613 ditto. 


That for the prevention of frauds and abufes, perfons fhould be appointed to fuper- 
intend on the part of the Company, (as Dewans of the Subah, an therefore princi- 
‘pally concerned in the currency of the coin in thefe provinces, having the colle¢tions 
of their revennes) the affays of all gold in the mints of Murfhed-abad, Patna, and Dac- 
ca, with the governments affay-mafter, and no coinage be iffued from either mint, but 
what has been thus jointly affayed. That no duties, cither on behalf of the govern- 
ment, Company, Governor, or mint-mafter, be received, nor any charge, farther 
than a per Centage, equivalent to the actual expence of coinage. 

That no mint or affay-matter fhall refufe to receive any gold whatever for coinage 
or affay, and that every affay-mafter fhall, when applied to by any merchant or other, 
affay any gold brought to him for aflay, and every quantity brought fhall have the 
feal of the affay-mafter fixed on fuch parcel, and a certificate given him under the 
aflay-mafter’s hand, fpecifying the affav, that the proprietor of fuch gold may know 
at all times its real value. : 

The advantages expected to be derived from this arrangement are, 

x. An increafe of currency by a fpecies of coin upon a ftandard as near as poffible 
to the eftablifhed one of filver, and whofe numerous fub-divifions will enable it tə 
fupply the place of filver in all fmaller difburfements and reccipts. 

ə. That as, on a moderate computation, near twenty lacks in gold are now lyin 
ufelefs in Calcutta, from the want of a fixed gold currency, and other confiderable fums 
may be expeéted in return for the Bafforah Judda, and other cargoes, from whence 
alone we can hope fupplics of fpecie; the whole amount of thefe will run into the 
general circulation of the currency, inftead of remaining as a mere matter of mer- 
chandize. 

2. That as a proportion of t of feventcen annas of Sicca gold to one Sicca rupee, 
is, as near as poffible, to the refpective value of the old ftandard, gold and filver, 
throughout the e ipi è its currency mav fairly and juftly be every where cnforced, 
nor can any corabin: ion or artifice of the bankers and Shroffs, ever make fuch a 
difference in the exch nge, as in any degree to affect the profits and welfare of trade 
in gencral; or fhouk prudence or policy hereafter preferibe the recall of fuch a coin- 
age, the Company w Il fuf ain little lofs or detriment. 

Laftly, 





Laftly, It will effectually render abortive the fchemes of the French, of diftreffing 
chis fettlement and country by the large fums in filver they have drawn into thcit 
treafurvy, in payment for their Europe bills, by introducing a currency nearly es 
convenient, and on as fair a ftandard, as the very filver they have fo earneftly laboured 
to engrofs. 

Agreed, That the Prefident be requefted to communicate this {heme to the mi- 
nifters of the government, to defire their fentiments thereo1; and it it meets their 
‘concurrence, that they will enforce the propofed eftablifhment of a gold currency. 


No. 137. 


Extracé of a letter from Mahomed Reza Cawn (ating minifter to the Nabob 
of Bengal) to the Prefident and Council at Fort William; recorded on Con- 
fultations, March 28th, 1769. 


If orders Were iflued for a coinage of gold of the Dehly finencf- in the feveral 
mints, and that it fhall be received in the payment of the revenue, and become cur- 
rent in the feveral factories, and in all mercantile tranfaétions whatever, and care was 
taken to enforce thofe orders throughout the provinces ; both private and public bu- 
finefs would be carried on without any of thofe delays and interrifptions which, at 
prefent, arife from the general fcarcity of filh er. 


No. 138. 


Extrad of a letter from Mr. Becher, refident at the Durbar, to the Select 
Committee, dated May sth, 1769. 


some Mohurs of the new gold coinage were received yefterday, in part of the Poo- 
nah Kifts, and the minifters will immediately iffue ftri¢t orders for receiving, in all 
the diftricts, gold when offered in payment of the revenues, and hope the currency 
will be eftablifhed without difficulty. 


No. 139. 
Extraé of Fort William Confultations, dated May 30th, 1769. 


Received a letter from (Mr Rumbold) the chief of Patna, dated the 21ft inftant, 
acquainting us that particular directions have been received from the Nabob by 
Seetabroy hx eftablifhing a gold coinage at Patna; and as it is mentioned among the 
regulations that a perfon fhould be ftationed there on the part of the Company, to 
preveat any frauds in the coinage, to requeft our orders conccrning it. 


l No. 140. 
Extra of Fort William Confultations, dated June 17th, 1769. 

Reccived a letter from the governor and Mr. Becher (at the city of Murfhed-abad) 
dated the oth of June, advifing, that they enclofe us 4n account of the difference be- 
tween the three known ftandards of gold in Hindoftan, that the tainifters recom- 
mend, and that they have acqviefced in the propricty of their remarks. That the 
ftandard of Mahomed Shah, approaching neareft to the propor va'l value of gold and 
filyer, is therefore better adapted for the purpofe of exchange, anu gerteral curren y 
in commerce; and that it derives an additional advantage fron the refpecét and repu 
tation in which that coin is held, and from the univerfal fai faction with which ıt 
has always been reccived; and that, for,thefe confideratyons, ve are induced to aj- 
prove 
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prove of Mahomed Shah’s ftandard, in preference to the Venetian, for the prefent 
currency. And having received advice that Mohurs of this ftandard havs been ftruck 
in the mints of Patna and Dacca, in confequence of famples tranfmitted from thencey, 
and that they met with a ready circulation, which is a farther inducement to them tn 
their prefent recommendation thereof. - 

The Board being fully fatisfied, as well from the recommendation of the minifters,, 
as from the report laid before them by the affay-mafter, that the ftandard of Mahomed. 
Shah approaches the neareft to the proportional value between gold and filver, do agree 
and refolve, that the refolutions of the 2cth of March, fhall immediately take place, 
and that the fubordinates be advifed thereof ; that the chiefs be directed to appoint 
fome perfon on the part of the Company, to fuperintend the bufinefs of the mint, 
and fee that the regulations be properly attended to ; and that the fecretary iflue pub- 
lic advertifements of this .our refolution, for the information of the inhabitants of the 
town. 


No. 14I- 


The following diary of the price of filver in Calcutta, exhibits undeniable proof: 
of the advantages ‘derived by the Shroffs, from the prevailing {fcarcity of filver 
rupees, and obftruction to the currency of gild Mohurs. It farther explains how ne- 
ceffary it became for the Board to adopt fome expedient for reprefing the prefent evil,- 
relieving the inhabitants, and -B a gold cain which fhould be univerfally received 
for the purpofes of trade; it was for this reafon they made choice of the ftandard of 
Mahomed Shah, which had always been held in the greateft efteem amongift the na- 
tives of Bengal, and was particularly defired at this time, by the united voice of the 
people. To underftand this diary, it muft be obferved, the eftablifhed Battas are as. 
follow : 

viz. g Sun Siccas, being the coin ftruck that year, are 16 per Cent. 


# Suns, the coin of the preceding year, are - 13 per Cent. 
Sunats, being the third year in circulation, are 11 per Cent. 
Arcots, are 8 per Cent.. 


The deviation from thefe numbers exprefs the rife, or fall of Batta, which excefs ought 
to be deducted from the extraordinary difcount on the gold Mohurs of 1766. 











9 Sun Siccas 8 Sun Sicca Rs.. Sont. Rs.. Arcot Rupees. 
3768, June s 22 s4 per Cent. 22 8. r 8 
2 25 23 17 
2 #9 23 2 17 4 
4 25 23 4 17 4 
5 £5 23 + 7 a 
6 25 23 4 I7 4 
2 a25 23 4 iy 2 
S 25 B 13 A 17 6 
9 26 23 5 17 6 
10 20 a5 B #7 12 
Zl 26 12 23 35 18 
12 25 12 24 8 18 8 
313 #7 4 24 93 -39 


9 Sun 
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9 Sun Siccas 8 Sun Sicca Rs. Sont. Rs. Arcot Rupees. 
176%, Juner4 27 4 24 9 6 19 
i5 27 & 24, 52 23 12 19 
16 27 8 24. 4 23 12 18 8 
Ey 27 8 24 8 73 12 I8 4 
S a7 3 24 22 8 18 4 
9 2 P 6 24 4 22 8 18 4 
29 27 $ 24 22 8 18 8 
21 27 24 18 8 
22 26 22 12 18 
2 25 8 22 17 
25 a1 16 
ac aa 2I 15 
26 22 12 20 8 I4 8 
27 22 18 I4 4 
28 22 rz S I4 
29 #19 II 17 I2 12 
30 20 i6 5 13 8 
9 Sun Siccas 8 Sun Sicca Rs. Sont. Rs. . Arcot Rupees. 
July r 19 16 8 12 
2 20 17 12 
p- 2 16 12 12 
A hd 2 is ae | 12 S 
5 19 4 17 8 I2 8 
5G «ao 8 18 > 8 
*) 2% 20 12 15 4 
6 2: 21 15 
5 24 % 2I S 16 8 
oOo ae & 22 A 16 8 
it 24 22 16 8 
12 23 S 20 14 15 
r= 22 19g 1412 
ia, 22 i8 8 fa fe 
IS 21 18 14 12 
6 22 g 19 a5 
t% 22 & 20 15 
is 22 & 19 4 I5 
rg, 22 ‘6 19 8 : as 
ao 22 £2 20 IS 2 
ai 22 A zo 4 Is 4 
22 22 IQ 12 I5 8 
23 22 rö 12 15 12 





A P ENEN Lf F = 247 


9 Sun Siccas 8 Sun Sicca Rs Sire Rs Arcot Rupees. 

1768,July 24 22 4 20 4 re r2 

25 22 $ ZO 12 16 

20 23 20 12 16 

a7 20 y9 2I 16 

258 23 B 2I 16 

296 23 B 21 16 

25 o2 B oi. = ró 4 

51 23 12 2i 6 16 6 


a 














g Sun Siccas 8 Sun Sicca Rs. Sont. Rs. Arcot Rupees. 
Auguft 1 24 24 8 16 6 
2. 2h 5 23 £2 13 
a 25 22 12 18 
a) ee if 23 18 4 
2 26 23 4 18 8 
6 26 8 23 B 18 10 
7 26 8 25 8 18 8 
8 27 24. 18 8 
9 20 8 23 7 318 8 
10 26 8 2 g i8 8 
II 26 & 23 32 18 8 
iz 26 12 29 12 18 8 
¥z 26 ‘32 23 IO 18 8 
mq 26 I2 23 10 18 12 
I5 27 23 I2 19 
16 27 «# 24 19 
I7 27 4 2a 19 
18 mee (das 2 ry 
IO 27 10 29 6 18 8 
20 28 22 J2 ro 2 
21 28 24 19 
22 28 2 2 15 
om 28 4 r I‘) 
24 28 O 2 4 I9 «g 
25 28 8 24 4 Ig 6 
26 20 12 24 4. ITO © 
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No. IAI 


Account of the number of gold Mohurs coined in Bengal, in confeguence of regtt= 
lations eftablifhed in the year 17.6. 





In the mint. of Calcutta - - - 177,871 
Patna - - - 15,274 
Murfhed-abad - - "70,000 

Total Moburs - 263,145. 
Of the above fent to Madrafs - - - 1345417 


Balance remaining in Bengal in March 1769 ~- = 128,728 
— 263,145. 





PAPERS relating to the SOCIETY for carrying on the- 
= 5 SALT, &c. Trade. 


No. 142. 


Extrat# of a Letter from the Court of Dixefors to the Selec Committee at 
Fort William, dated Nov. 21/2, 1766. — 


Par. 39. We find in the Burdwan accounts,. the committee of lands, and the- 
Prefident and Council who paffed them, never required, as it was their duty to have 
done, an explanation of the enormous fum paffed under the head of charges refidency ;, 
fo that fucceffive Governors and Councils winked at this abufe. And, mh the prefene 
cafe, many members of the Board had pafféd through the office of chtef of Midna-. 
pore, each treading in the corrupt fteps of his predeceflor. And*by Mr. Watts’s letter, 
entered on your proceedings of the goth of Jamuary laft, it appears, thefe things 
were no fecret to the Governor and Council, nor eyen to the public. 7 

a1. Agthe fame time that we affure Mr. Verelit of the high fenfe we entertain of 
his upright conduét in the bringing to light thefe fraudulent practices in the province- 

of Midmapore, and adding fo greatly to our revenue, we would alfo have you affure- 
Mr. Graham, that he fuffers no imputation on this account, and that we regard him as. 
a valuable fervant. 

22. Our letters of thefe two years paft, fufficiently teftify how entirely we agree- 
with you'in your opinion of the corruption ahd Keentioufnels of our fervants, the hor- 
rible abufes committed in the carrying on the inland trade, the vaft fums extorted 
for re{titution and for donations, the contempt and viclation of our mot pofitive or- 
ders, and laftly, the glaring frauds known znd connived at in the coliection of the rc- 
venucs at Burdwan and Midnapore, amply juflify your opinion, that all ranks are 
tainted with it, and we readily conceive the difficulty you were under how to fill up 
the Council. Peace and tranquiiity could not be faid te be fairly eftablifhed, while 
fo faétious and licentious a fpirit prevailed, and you therefor: did: well to extend the 
conftruction of thofe words to an act fo eflentially neceffur' § the calling down the 
four gentlemen from Madrafs. 


30 We 
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30. We recommend it to you to put the moft extenfive conftruction on the powers 
‘we have vefted in you to correét all abufes. It is impoffible for us to point out re- 
medies for malverfations that have been hitherto unheard of ; the covenants guai— 
againft donations ; the rgth paragraph to you of the 17th May laft, forbids the hold- 
ing of farms; the 18th paragraph of the general letter of that date, forbids the lend- 
ing money to the*natives at more than 12 per Cent. intereft ; and we now make it a 
ftanding order, that no fervant of the Company, or Englifhman refiding under their 
protection, fhall hold any poft, office, or employment, under any country power 
whatfoever. .- 

36. We have the pleafure to afiure you we highly approve your conduct in general, 
and we moft earneftly entreat you to perfevere in the fame zealous attention to our 
intercit. 

No. 143» 


Extra& of Fort William Confultations, dated Scatember 16th, 1765. 


The Committce.for rhanaging the plan of trade in the feveral ‘articles of falt, 
beetle-nut, and tobacco, fend in the following letter, foliciting a deed to fecure the 
proprietors in right to the fame, during the continuance of their prefent engagements, 


to be renewed every feafon as long as it may be agrecable to the honourable Company 
that this plan fhould fubfift. 


To the Right Honourable Lord Clive, Prefident and G overnor, Sc. Council of Fort William. 


MY LORD AND GENTLEMEN, 


In confequence of the plan which you have been plcafed to entruft to our manage- 
ment, we have, for fome time paft, been taking meafures for regulating the trade in 
falt, bectlc-nut, and tobacco, and have already concluded confiderable contracts for 
the purchafe of the firft article. | 

aving thus engaged in the trade, and made advances for the fociety’s property; 
with a view of being able to carry it on agreeable to your faid plan, it becomes a 
neceffary confideration with us, on behalf of the body for whem we act, to have 
them fecured againft anv innovations, during the continuance of their prefent engage- 
ments. The terms of the purchafe contracts will run for the enfuing year’s procuce 
of the feveral articles, and the vezd will be concluded as foon after as pofible. Wee 
therefore requeit that your lordthip, &c. Council, will furntih us with fuch a deed in 
writing as you fhall think fufficient to fecure to the focietv the iree and fole purchafe of 
the articles of falt, beetle-nut, and tobacco, produced in tbe provinces of -Bengal, 
Bahar, and Oria, from the firft September 1765, to the g1ft Auguft 1766, allowing 
fufficient time to difpofe of fuch purchafe for the feafon ; to be renewed every feafon 
as long as fhall be agreeable to the honourable Company, that .this plan fhould fub- 
fit; and, as a very great lofs would ariile to the proprictors, fhould any alteration 
happen after the concern of the year is begun, and before it is finifhed, that ample 
provilion be made for the continuance and conclufion of fuch corecrn. 

Wee are the more earneft to be fatisficd in this point, as until we obtain vour com- 
p'iance, we find we fhall not be able to cflabiith the credit of the fociety amongit the 
merchants, fo as to raife the neceflary fund for carrying the trade on. 


Wee are with refpecf, &c. 


W. B. SUMNER, H. VERELST, R. LEYCESTER, G. GRAY. 


Fort William, Sept. 11th, 1764. 


a] 
pas ó 
te 


The 
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Tie ame having 
fpeCing the propriet 


« ordingly ordered to be prepared by Mr. Whittal *, for the fecurity of the prefent 
proprietors. 


been perufed and confidered, we are unanimous in opinion re- 
y of pafhing the dced requefted by the fociety, and fuch a one is 


It is agreed to apply to the Company for permiffion to renew the fame for the fu- 
ture concerns, if the plan meets with their approbation; and the Committee is ad- 
viled in aniwer accordingly, with further information, that when the prefent deed is- 
prepared and executed, it fhall be tranfinitted to them. 


No. "144. 


Extract of a Letter from Lord Clive to the Court of Dire&tors, dated Fort 
| William, September 29th, 1765. 


Par. 17. The regulation now eftablifhed for the falt trade will, I hope, be entirely 
to your fatisfaction. I at. firft intended to propofe, that the Company and their fer- 
vants fhould be jointly and equally concerned in the trade itfelf: but, upon better 
confidcration, I judged that plan to be rather unbecoming the dignity of the Company, 
and concluded it would be better, that they fhould give the trade entirely to their 
fervants, and fix a duty upon it for themfelves, equivalent to half the profits. This 
duty we have computed at the rate of 35 per Cent. for the prefent; but, I imagine, 
it will be able next year to bear an increafe. The articles of beetle and tobacco being 
of lefs confequence, and yielding much lefs advantage, the duties upon them, of 
courfe, muft be lefs. For farther particulars of thefe regulations, I beg leave to refer 
you to the Committee letter and proceedings, as I would not here trouble you with 
the repetition of a matter which is there fo fully laid before you. 

18. The advantages propofed for the Governor and Councjl would undoubtedly 
appear extremely large to thofe who are unacquainted with the riches of Bengal, 
and the numberlefs opportunities which the Company’s fervants have of acquiring 
money. But you, who are now perfectly informed of the revenues of thefe king- 
doms, and the prodigiousmoluments within the reach of gentlemen high in the 
fervice, will, I am perfuaded, agreg with me, that if fome plan of the nature propofed 
be not adopted, the Governor and Council will not fail to acquire much larger for- 
tunes, by other means, in a much fhorter time ; which muft always be produétive of 
that quick tucceffion, not only fo detrimental to your commercial intereft, Lut fo to- 
tally incompatible with the acquifition of political knowledge, which ought now to 
be confidered as a very material qualification in all your civil as well as military fer- 
vants. To obviate an objection which may arife, that they may poffibly proceed in 
the old way of procuring money, notwith{tanding they accept of thefe allowances, I 
would have an oath tendered to them, of as {trong and folemn a nature as can be 
penned. I have drawn out the form of one, agreeable to my idea of the expedient, 
and have the honour to enclofe it for your confideration. To this may be annexed, a 


penalty bond of 150,0001. to be executed by the Governor, and 60,000 l. to be 
executed by each of the Council. 


See chapter IV. p. 112, note (*) at the bottom. 
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No. 145. 


Copy of Lord Chive’s Minute in Sele& Committee, dated Fort William, vep- 
tember 3d, 1765. 


GENTLEMEB, 


Sometime before my departure from England, the Court of, Direétors debated 
upon the propriety of fuffering their fervants in Bengal to trade in the articles of falt, 
beetle, and-tobacco ; and it could not be expected they would continue to them the 
enjoyment of thofe profitable branches, unlefs means were devifed, by which the na- 
tives could no longer be oppreffed, and bý”which the Nabob and the Company would 
largely partake of” the advantages. Upon a firm perfuafion that fuch means would 
be devifed, they were pleafed to defer their final determinations of this matter, till 
the fentiments of the Seleét Committee fhould be tranfmitted to them. By all their 
letters of laft year, and by feveral of this, they ftill feemed inclined to wait for our 
reprefentations ; but by their letter of the 1gth of February, by the Lord Camden, 
they pofitively forbid their fervants to have any concern whatever in this trade. At 
that time, indeed, they could not have had the leaft idez of the favourable changes 
in the affairs of thefe provinces, whereby the intereft of the Nabob, with regard to 
falt, is no longer immediately concerned. 

When we firft took this important matter into confideration, I joined in opinion 
with the reft of the Committee that, if the trade could be put on fuch a footing, 
that if the Nabob fhould receive more than had been received by any of his prede- 
ceffors, the Company be amply confidered, and the natives become purchafers upon 
terms full as reafonable as in former times, the fervants might be indulged in the 
privilege under fuch certain rules and reftrictions as would make the trade carry with 
it as little as poffible the odious form of a monopoly. Thefe points having been 
fettled, I confented to the plan laid down laft year. My abfence from the Prefi- 
dency, and the multiplicity of affairs then in agitation, wherein the peace and tran- 
quility of the provinces, the intereft of the Company, and the honour of the na- 
tion, were more immediately concerned, prevented my paving that attention I could 
have wifhed to this important object, although by the acquifition of the Dewanny the 
whole of the duties belong to the Company; -and by the diligence and zeal of the 
members of the Committee of trade many ufcful reformations had taken place; yet 
from my obfervation when I was laft up the country, and from the heayy complaints 
againft Europeans of the monopoly of trade in general, I find that the induftrious 
native is {till deprived of that fhare to which he had an undoubted, and a more na- 
tural right ; nor is it yet upon that equitable footing, which juftice and humanity 
would I am fure incline the Committee to eftablith. 

A few weeks more muft bring us the final refolutions of the Court of Direétors 
in anfwer to our difpatches by the Admiral Stevens; and if, notwithftanding the pre- 
ient fituation of their affairs, they fhould think proper to repeat their orders by the 
lord Camden, it will be our duty to obey them, and I am perfuaded they will be 
obeyed by this Committee. But if, on the contrary, upon the receipt of our repre- 
{en-ations, they fhould change their fentimcnts, and approve of the regulations al- 
ready made, no time fhould be loft on our part in eftablifhing the mode for carrving 
on the trade in future. The confidence which the Court of Direétors have been 
pleafed to exprefs in my endeavours to fettie upon an equitable plan that trade which 
has been the fource of fo many evils, cannet but promote my zeal for the caufo, and 
make me anxioufly with to fee every regulation, that you may jo'n with me in think- 
ing neceffary, take place. 


The 





The Company’s. duties I beg leave to propofe fhall be encreafed, the fervant; 
iV} ive a renlonable fhare of emolumert, and the terms upon which the natives 
are faal to be concerned, advantageoufly fixed. 1 propofe— 
t That ali falt provided by the fociety of trade fhall be fold at Calcutta, and at- 
the other places where it is made, and no where cl{e.. : 
2» That the price of falt fhallenot exceed 2 rupees per maund, or e00 rupees per 
100 maunds. i 
3. That the falt fhall be fold to the natives only, who are to tranfport it to every - 
part of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, and to have the whole ‘profits arifing. from the - 
fale thereof, and that no Ceompany’s fervant, free merchant, or European, fhall be. 
concerned in that article dirdetly or indireétiy, after the fale of it at the above places. . 
4- That the Calcutta black merchants fhall be limited to a certain proportion of 


gener but that no Banyan, or fervant whatever belonging to any European, fhall- 


F 


e included, or have any concem therein. 


s. That every endeavour be made ufe of to encourage the fubftantial. merchants 
of the country, either to come dewn in perfon to the place where the {falt is pro-, 
vided, or to fend their agents, in order to purchafe and tranfport the falt to the dif-- 
ferent places of fale. j — 

6. That a certain price be fixed for the fale of every maund of fait, at every town, 
market, or village, where it is fold, according to the diftance and former cuftom. . 

_ 7. That if fait be fold at any of the Bazars, or markets, for one Cowrie above the 
{tipulated price, the vender fhall not only forfeit all the falt then found in his pof-- 
feffion, but be liable to a forfeit of 1000. rupees for every hundred maunds of falt fo. 
fold, and the falt and money fo forfeited -fhail go one half to the informer, and ohe 
half to the government. , 

8. That the minifters at Murfhed-abad and Patna have copies fent them of thefe 
mew regulations, and that they be defired to apply to the Nabob to’ make the fame 
‘known throughout the three provinces; and that every Fouzdar, &c. fee they be put. 
in execution, upon pain of being difmiffed from his employments.. 

9. This bufinefs being entirely commercial, I propofe that in the inftrument of, 
agreement for the next year, it fhaill be provided, that the fociety of trade be an-. 
fverabie to the Board for their conduét, that the Board may either make new regu- 
lations, or amend thofe made by the fociety of trade, as they fee fit; and that in cafè 
of neceffity the Scleét Committe fhall have power to controul the conduct of the , 
whole. j 

10. That a duty of fifty per Cent. be paid to the Company upon all the falt pro- 
wided in their own Jands, and fitty per Cent. to the government upon all the falt pro- 
wided in the lands of the government, and fifteen per Cent. upon beetle ; which du- 
ties, in fact, will be brought to the Company’s credit, which, according to the pres 
fent ftate of the falt trade, will produce the Company from 12 to 13 lacks, or from 
a50,000/. to 162,500/. per annum. i 

The prohibition of a free inland trade, however difagreeable to individuals, muft 
now take place, and be confined to imports and exports, and to their immediate 
returns, which returns fhall be made only to the Prefidency, or ta one or other of the 
eftablifaed factories. The Company are fovereigns in India, and they have declared 
that the trade carried on for thefe four years paft is an ufurpation not oily of their 
prerogative, but of the privileges of the natives, and repugnant to the expreis and 
repeated orders of the Court of Direétors. The indulgence, however, in the trade 
of falt, upou the footing, I'hope, it will aow be cftablifhed, fhould, in my opinion, 
obviate all complaints ; fince it feems to be the moft equitable modus between the 


Company and their fervants, and at the fame time a diftribution of natural right m 
ai a the 
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the people of the’cuantry. Confidering that the late great advantages of ved 
inland trade are cut off, I cannot imatine that the Court of Directors willd y 

fervants this fhare of benefit, as a recompence for their attention and affiftance in 
management of the important concerns of thefe provinces. On the other hand, I 
would have the fervants look on thefe emoluments asa gift from the hand of their 
employers, offered to them annually in reward of their fidelity, and which will cer- 
tainly be with-held from them, if ever their authority fhould be refifted, and difcon- 


tent and rapacity take place of gratitude and moderation.. B 
(Signed) CLIVE, 


Extra of Selec? Committee procecdings therecn, of -the fame date. 


His Lordfhip’s Minute having been read and maturely confidered, the sggulations. 
therein fpecified are unanimoufly approved of. , 

Agreed, therefore, that the Prefident’s regulations for the inland trade be laid be- 
fore the Council with all convenient difpatch, for their approbation, in order that the 
neceffary inftructions for profecuting the joint concern for the enfuing feafon, may 
be immediately ifed to. the Committee of trade. 

Refolved, that the above concern fhall confift of fixty fhares, and that the pro- 
prietors fhall ftand enrolied with the feveral proportions affixed to their names, in 
the manner afcertained in the following ftatement :. 


Crass I. Counfellors, and Colonels Smith and Sir Robert Barker, 32 fhares. 

Crass II. Clergymen, fenior and junior merchants, and lieutenant = 
Coionels, ? 14 7 ditto. 

Crass HE Factors, majors, and furgepns, 9 dittos. 





= 


55 
Sec N. B. below. cs 


60 





a 


ft appearing from the above divifion of capital {tock that 4} fhares remain unap- 
propriated ; Agreed, that the fame be accounted for at a proper time. 


N. B. Thefe fhares were afterwards appropriated to Mr. Bolts, and. others. 





ERRATA Ai 


Pize Lne 


23 for Juggutfat, r. d Jeggut-Sect. 
33 for ditto, read ditto. 
38 for ditto, ead ditto. 
lafl mr ditto, read ditto. 

3 jor enemies, rea/enemy s. 

1 Jor Sombre, read Somroo. 
42 dele eltablifhed, (Arf repeated) 

33 for Jugguti at, read Jug gut Seet. 


infert N° IL. ower the top of the letter, now usaumbered, 


3 from the bottom, for 286,000 l. read 2,650,000 1. 
27 fer fortune, read fortunes. 
25 for prefident, read refident. 
8 from the bottom, for Seats, read Seets. 
16 dele not. 
27 for deputations, read deputation. 
36 for been rarer: read be engraved, 
19 for Shetabroy, read Seetabroy,. 
14 for Poonahs, read Poonah. 
10 for Shetabroy, read Seetabroy. 
4 jrom bottom, for your, read our. 
21 for afpiriug, readafpiring. 
8 for Meneér, read Munneer. 
3 from bottom, for Janajee, read Janoojee. 
10 for Shetabroy, read Seetabroy. 
19 for Serajapore, read Serajepore. 
2 for Achmet, read Achmed. 
24 for paid to, read paid by. 
25 for Rige-naut Row, read Ragoo-naut Row. 


the A PPENDI*X 


Jace Lire 
s4 30 for Rige-naut Row, rjad Razoo paut Row. 
s0 jer Jane~ce, read Janoojce, 
33 Jor Decan, read Deccan 
56 7 fer Goercullah, read Gourcullah, 
27 Jer Of revenues, read of the revenues, 
6: 18 for tranimitting, read tranimitted, 
31 for 25th ultimo, read 26th ultimo, 
66 4 line from boltom, for on howitz, read one howitz, 
69 27 for experienced, read experience 
yo 16 forFebruary gth, read February zọth. 
-ọ 25 for call, read calls. 
g0 36 fur Rutten, read Ruttuh. 
85 10 line sromthe bottom, for pounder, read pound. 
99 3% for warehoule, read warehoufes, 
105 35 for Hidoitan, read Hindoftan, 
142 -47 jor miflead, read miflead. 
113 15 for Chandornagoie, read Chandernagore, 
trg 32 for Nazims, read Nizams. 
123 22 for his commands, read its commands. 
t26 14 for Rutten, read Ruttun. 
136 32 for Nizamaut, read Nizamut. 
138 Note at bottom, for 6,250). read 62,5001, 
Note at bottom, for 250,0001. read 275,000], 
t39 6 for Seats, read Seets. 
Note at ootiom, for 6,2501. read 62,5001, 
‘40 4 dele both years inclufive. 
42 20 for Cheetmarry, read Cheelmarry, 
i7§ 21 for you, read your, 


